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ARTISTS MATERIALS G ee
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Personal Service at the
Provision Counter

Sor the finest W.S. Bacon, Cooked Meats,

Cheese, etc.,
at Lowest Prices

Many Special Offers Always Available

Free Delivery Service Throughout
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Oraer forms free on request

Duke of Edinburgh’s
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Regiment since 49th

and 66th Foot.
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Phone 53300
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CHARLES HARLAND LTD,

ALDERSHOT -

Maslen’s
of Calne

Caterers for
GARDEN PARTIES

WEDDING RECEPTIONS
*

Your inquiries solicited

*

Maslen’s Café - Calne - Wiltshire

When replying to Advertisements please mention this Journal—BUY BRITISH.




Please give preference to those firms who advertise in this Journal. We should loyally
i, support those who support us.

CONWAY  WILLIAMS
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and Military Dress for all occasions,

Hunting, Sports and Lounge Kits.

All Cloths cut by expert West End
Cutters and made exclusively by hand
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Established in the reign of King William 1V

Noted House for
SILVER CUPS, BOWLS

and SPORTS TROPHIES
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*
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TAILORS AND HOSIERS
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W. CAR1 ER & SoN Our business has served the Officers of the

Regiment since the Le Marchant Barracks
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with Regimental

S‘AL,[SBURY Ties, Squares, Cricket Caps

Licensed Valuer
Mess Silver Valued for Insurance
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Established 140 Years We are also agents for BURBERRY
AQUASCUTUM, BRAEMAR and HEATH
*
) 4 LITTLE BRITTOX, DEVIZES
Telephone: 3340 Telephone: DEVIZES 54

WISE BIRDS
INVEST IN

MAIDENHEAD

BUILDING SOCIETY

Full details of

SPECIAL SERVICES SAVINGS SCHEME

from

Tudor House, King Street, Maidenhead
Telephone: 22141/2
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You are welcome at

at Cox's and King's branch of
Lloyds Bank, 6 Pall Mall, S.W.1 we
have been officially appointed Army
Agents for over two hundred years and
Agents to the Royal Air Force since
its inception. Of course you may bank
where you please but the reason why
so many officers open their personal
accounts with us is that we have un-
rivalled experience in dealing with the

No. 6 Pall Mall

financial affairs of officers stationed at
home or abroad.

We have departments specialising in
general and kit insurance, in income
tax, the purchase and sale of stocks and
shares and the safe custody of valuables.
This full banking service includes facili-
ties for serving officers to cash their
cheques at any branch of the Bank
without prior arrangement.

An officer’s banking transactions are confidential to him and
his bank. Our position as Official Agents in no way affects this.

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED

COX'S & KING'S BRANCH, 6 PALL MALL, S.Wi1
Telephone WHitehall 7001
Official Agents to the Army and Royal Air Force
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The Journal of
The Dukee of Edinburngh’s Royal Regiment

No. 7. DECEMBER, 1962

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S ROYAL REGIMENT
(Berkshire and Wiltshire) (49, 62, 66 and 99)

A Dragon superimposed upon a Cross pattee.
A Dragon, superscribed * China.”
A Naval Crown, superscribed “ 2nd April, 1801."

Louisburg, St. Lucia 1778, Egmont-op-Zee, Copenhagen, Douro, Talavera, Albuhera, Queenstown, Vittoria,
Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Peninsula, New Zealand, Ferozeshah, Sobraon, Alma, Inkerman, Sevastopol,
Pekin 1860, Kandahar 1880, Afghanistan 1879-80, Egypt 1882, Tofrek, Suakin 1885, South Africa 1879, '99-1902,
Mons, Messines 1914, *17, '18, Ypres 1914, '17, Neuve Chapelle, Loos, Somme, 1916, '18, Arras 1917, '18, Cambrai,
1917, '18, Bapaume 1918, Selle, Vittorio Veneto, Doiran 1917, '18, Macedonia 1915-18, Gallipoli 1915-16, Palestine
1917-18, Baghdad, Defence of Arras, Dunkirk 1940, Normandy Landing, Hill 112, Maltot, Mont Pincon, Seine 1944,
Cleve, Rhine, Sicily 1943, Garigliano Crossing, Damiano, Anzio, Rome, North Arakan, Kohima, Mandalay,
Burma 1942-45,

Regimental Headguarters—Brock Barracks, Reading.
1st Battalion—Malta.
1/tith Royal Berkshire Regiment (T.A.)—Brock Barracks, Reading.

{4th Wiltshire Regiment (T.A.) Le Marchant Barracks, Devizes.

Allied Regiments.
The Lincoln and Welland Regiment—The Canadian Army.
The Algonquin Regiment of Canada—The Canadian Army.

The Hawkes Bay Regiment—The New Zealand Army.

Colonel-in-Chief ; Frenp-Marsuar H.R.H. Tue Prixce Puiuip, DukkE oF EDINBURGH, K.G., K.T.,
G.B.E., Field-Marshal, Australian Military Forces, Capt.-Gen. R. Mar., Col.-in-Chief Q.R.[.H., Q.O.Hldrs.,
A.C.F., The Royal Canadian Regt., The Hawkes Bay Regt., and the Otago and Southland Regt.,
New Zealand, Royal Canadian Army Cadets, Col. W, G., (Hon. Col, L.D.Y. (T.A.) and O.T.C.), ns.

Colonel : Major-GENERAL B. A, Coap, c.B., C.B.E., D.S.0., p.s.C. 9.6.59.

1



OFFICERS ON THE ACTIVE

LIST OF THE REGIMENT

(To 1ath October, 1062)

Lt.-Colonels
1YL, M,
H,

sehool of Intantey . Warniinstoer,

Heanrk, T Col,, Senior Army Linison Otficer, New

el

Mo MORTON-ULARKE, oW E., Dot and Gosd,
Othee, York

GoFoWoonsoran, M, Gos o, Hag. o (IHH Carpes,

K. G COMERFORD-GREEN, G50 1, S H.ALE

Do M. Rossiss, Moc,, dth Wiltshire Regt . (
Aldershat Distrier,

Dol BALLANTINE, M B.K. Mo [at Battalion

To Ko Mo OTTOWELL, GoS.000, GHG. FOARELE. taatil
January, 106

JooNL GLW \II-\\ M e, soe dundor Trindesmen’s Rewt
Rhyl.

Roecords

‘\Jllil G800,

Muj()rs‘
bt Kl\ﬂ-‘ll, Inf.
R, ILA,

il Gos L Records Oftice, York.
I} R. N

Aedershot District

F. AL Tomedt., Haltern Training Area, BoA O KR

UM, War Office.

B MYATT, M1 H.Q., sonthern Command.

R.A. S Wakn, . Loeal Li-Colonel. Reinforcement Cannp,
Viden.

A Dy I \lmﬂ\'- Mty DALA mul(,) Mo, HQ. N E AR E L.

FoHC B, BOSHELL, 1050, SCLE., T Lo olonel, Gs001, Aty

L} oune |] Seeretariat.
PO Brows, Col, Ay School of IUT., Aldershot .
P TN PR T D \(g Mo, Q. BavOR,
R.OF o GrovES, 3 K AR, Nanyuki. Kenva
', SANDERS. =), \\ ar Othee
L BLASCHECR, Muc, G802 HLQ., 1LALOLR.
NEWMAN, 1 G1] Royal Berkslire Reat, (T.A.)

AL HL FRASER, Aty Work study Group, BAO R,
Jo RO RODEN, MR EL ISt Battalion

JoAUSELLERS, ML E. DA War Oflie,
Fod.SroNe, dth Wiltshire Regt, (T A

R B Wavsorti. | Roval Hampshire Reat A O R,
T. AL Gissox, Instructor, Sehool of Infantey, Warminster,
R P BENNETT, Ist Battalion,
Lo M.oGranaM, Jungle Training Centre, Queenshinud,
i,
R0 KNtanr, G020 Army Air Corps Tradning Centre,
Middle \\.nl]up.
B R, Houwss, R
D.W.FLAD

al Marines Training Centre, Lympstone
DA A QMG HLQL Tanginvika Ritles,

Iyar-es-5 .,

Ao B CARTER, Ist Si Leone Begt o West Africn.

DAL PPakks, st Battalion (to remain in UK. for Revriiting
Dutivs),

DoCo MUNN, T.S.0020 War Ol
Koo B WO WeLsH. 1st Battalion (to remain in U k. for
Reerniting Duties),

Captains

.]._ M. HakTLAND, T Major, Mauritios Specinl Mobile Fopee,
W. H. CRAFTER, T/'Major, st Battalion.

JoB HysLor, I Major, Ust Battalion,

JoWo Lok, TOMajor, 1st Battalion.,

RoJdo LasaHad, Langonace Course, Hong Kong

Coll BEpwakbs, Ist Battalion (statt Collewe student, Jannary,
Bl

P WakD British Military Mission. Libiyva

Gy NOWILLIAMS, Spe Air -r\iu Kot

ez W madpn 1 Roval Hampshire Regt, A OR,

RPN I Gloneestershin ](,-«; LUV,

] for Ist Battalion.

for 1=t Battalion,

S REDDIN

1. Murpay, T Mujor, DLAAGL HoQ 4 District,
10" KL for T Devonshive and Dorset Regt,
\ II, RibLEY, Ist Battalion.

O LEA-CoX, I8t Battalion
N \ Ho Maesiinas, Instructor, School of Infantry, Hythe.
NNING. st Roval Hamipshire Regt 1A OR.
TON, Ist Battalion,
Wo G R TURNER, Tor Statl College Student, January, 1963,
JoBOSHEARS, Aty Apprentices” School, € hepstow,
DL B Remn, Ist Hrltl.:l“nll‘
POl ess, Q. Wessex Brigade, Honiton,
RO Winsox, ";h L., 0. \|-<||nn ‘\l\,\'h,
JoMOGREANY, 4 ROALR. i Ugmneda,
M. R VERNON-TOWELL L Adre l' AOLR.
JoNOMoRRIS, Aty A Corps Tre, |ITIH‘!' Middle W allop.
Dol Wines, Parachute Regt
Cos 1) AYLN, st Batt
JLi NARH, Ist Sie Léone Ret., Wist AT,
Il JoAnLaN, st Battalion
Jo Rosk, 1st Battalion
.\1. AL D pER. 1st Battalion

Lieutenants

oG, RENDLE, Parachute Regt,

W. A MACKERETH, Ist Battalion

Iy, A JONES, Wessex Brigade Depot, Honiton,

AL M. ForBEs, Wessex Brigade Depot, Honitan

R. 1. Goopiart, Tst Battalion,

R. K Marriews, Infantry Junior Leaders” Battadion, Oswestry
K. HartHaway, Ist Battalion

MO MacsiLLay, Long Conrse, Oxford University .

Lo SPENCE, Ist Battalion

2 Licutenants
\. I’ SEAKLE: 13
A. l CANNON, o,
Doudo NEwTox, st Battalion,
SO0 L WHITEHOUSE, Ist Bat tadion,

Quartermasters

RoJames, Major, DLAQ MG H.Q. Middle East Commiand .
Wo HaRROW] uor, Wiy Brigade Depot, Honiton,

H. GrEEN, Do, Capt,, B6th Roxal Berkshire Regt, (1A ).

DV £ \LII\ Capt., Ist Battalion.

Capt,, 4 KR (Uganda Rithe<), Jinja, Uganda,

- Major, HoQuo 8 Intantry Brigidde Group, Cypros,

Ns Capte, dth Wiltshire Regt 1A
B PrICE, Licut., 1t Battalion

Officers, late of the Regiment, on the Active List of the Army

Mad-GEN.D D0 WO O WILLIAME, Dso, o0k, Dircclor of
Moverments, The War Oftiee,

CoL CoF. READ, ol F, Provost Marshal. HoQ., N

CoL. Ho Mo A, HUNTER, S0, MHE, 010,

1A Rk
Record Ofiee,

W GooS0 Minkss Regimental Colonel, The Paraelinn
Regiment.
CoL, R, B G BroMBEAD, o B,
Co. ROFDCoLes, 0BE.,
Lr.-Con. t, U FrLoob, M.
Lr-Cond. AwpRry, T
ol Land Air W
Madok PoJd. (VK ax I‘Ilr whnte Regiment.,
Cavr. 0 B HL Eres, The Parachote Regiment.
CArt WA RN NG, IIu Parachute Rogiment

UK. s s, Nigeria
Latinmer.

achute Reginent

lh aiment, =000, Sehionl

K. LARKMAN, The Parachute Regitment
BENN, 2 loth QMO Gurkha Rittes, Johore

LIEVT: A ¥,

Magor AN
Bahru.

Mator B
Hong Konge.
CMAToR W HEDGES, Tth tiurkha Ritles

S L TioM A, 2l kOELOL Goorkha Ritles

Joo PO TaRKRAN. Army Air Corps Training Centre,
“Middl \\ |\In|:

Mulor RV .

Warkisson . H.Q.o i~ Gurkha Inf, e G,

FEVEN=oN. Roval Army Ordnanee Corps

L1 0L, n. it T. Corps of Roval Military Police, A 1M,
1 (BaR. ) h-rp-.
Magor 1o C Kewe, Roval Aty Pay Corps

iy |4'I'.-i'nJ. Donns ot o Intelligenee Corpas,
Magor 1D JONES, M The Rhodesian and Nyasalind Arimy.

Extended Service und Short Service Commissioned Officers

Mator R HUNTEE, MOLE, TRA A G, HAQ . P AR B,
Likve, Do STasLeyY, Ist Battalion.

LigvT. ¢ 0. GEDGE, 15t Battalion.
2LIECT. P Horps, 1St Battalion.

Officers Posted or Attached to the 1st Battalion

Magonr k. W !lm\\w\n. R 10
o R e B
LT RN Norl

R. H:|||1|H.

MO CerTES, R Hamps.
K. GorRpoN, R.AEAL
b HOoWDER, |)\'\‘ur| and Dorset .




TERRITORIAL ARMY OFFICERS

4/6th ROYAL BERKSHIRE REGIMENT (T.A.)
HoN. COLONEL BRI1G. D. W, B. T. HoGG, C.B.E.
Lt.-CoL. R. A. PLACKETT, T.D.
Mas. C. H. WILLING, T.D.
MaJ, E. J. B, HARDCASTLE.
MAJ. W, T. M. WILLIAMS, T.D.
Mary. M. M. T. PAXTON.

Mag. A. W. D SPACKMAN, T.D.,
MAJ. R. . WHEELER.
Capr. L. H. DAVIES,

CAPT. J. A. MCDOUGALL
carr. W. H. HAWKINS
CAPT. M. BURTON-BROWN
Capr. (. AL NHAW-STEWART.
Capr. C. P, SMALLBONE.
Capr. H. U, BAILEY.

CAPT. D. J. HEAVENS,
LIEUT. (. SIMPSON,

LIEUT. D). MARCHANT.
LIEUT. B. T. BARNES,
LIEUT. J. B. KERWOOD.
LIEUT. (. A. YEATS,

LiEUT. A. F. RAVENHILL.
LIEUT. M. J. CROSSLEY.
LIEUT. J. G. COWEN,

Ligut. P. E. Q. LoNG.
LieuT. F. R. THOMAS,
LIEUT. R. J. LEE.

LieuT. J. R, CALLINGHAM.
LIEUT, B, . STALG.

LIEUT. W. J. HASTIE.
2/L1EUT, ¢!, V. ROWE.
2/LIKUT, (i. DAVIES,

CAPT. G. F. A. INGLIS, E.R.ID,, R.ADP.C.
CaPT. W. Q. TAIT, R.ADMC.

CoL. L.J. L, HiLL, .0, H.Q., 129 Infantry Brigade (T.A.).
MAJ. L. T. Laxcr, H.Q., Aldershot District.

4th WILTSHIRE REGIMENT (T.A.)

HoN. COLOXEL BriG, E. L. LUCE, D.8.0., 0.B.E.,, T.D,, A.D.C.

MaJ
Mag
MaJ
Mad.
MaJ.

. G. G. DREW, T.D.

. (i. R. A. PICKFORD, T.D.
. P. A. J. BROWN, T.D.

A, J. WRIGHT.

J. F. HARRISON.

MaJ. W. A. HILL.
Caprr. R, G, HOARE.
Carr. C. R. W, STONE.
carr. D. C. COURTMAN.
Carr. M. V. COUPLAND.

Carr

. N. S1. G, HYSLOP,

Capr. W. W. R. VALLIS.
LIEUT. 1. MARRIS.

L1E

LIEUT.
LIEUT.
LIEUT.
LIEUT.
LikuT,
LIEUT.
LIEUT.
LIEUT.
LIEUT.

uT. J. M. LUCE.

D. J. GIRLING.

W. J. FRASER,

T. E. R. GREENAWAY.
B. G. JONES.

M. A. R. OAKLEY.

S. R. BODDINGTON.

J. B. LEECE,

W. R. A. KIRKE.

S. P. SMILES.

LievT. K. G. MOORE.

LIEUT. P. 5. JACKSON.

2/LiguT. T. J. PATTEN.

2/LiguT. D, C. RYAN,

LIEUT. (Q.M.) T. H, WHEELER.

MaJjor R. V. FAWENER-CORBETT, T.D., R.A.P.C.

ROLL OF REGULAR WARRANT OFFICERS AND N.C.Os. OF THE REGIMENT

R.5.M. T. VENN, MM, H.Q., Kahawa Garrison, K. Africa.

R.8.M. T. MorRTIMER, 1st Battalion.

R.S.M. M. Hawg, H.Q., 2 Div., B.AO.R.

R.8.M. D. MirToN, Wessex Brigade Depot.,

BANDMASTER R. Hipps, 1st Battalion,

R.Q.M.5. H. Pay, 1st Battalion.

C.8.M. A. DuN¥ORD, M.M., 4/5th Royal Hampshire (T.A.).

M. D. BROWN, 1st Royal Hampshire.

(.8.M. F. LANE, 4/6th Royal Berkshire (T.A.).

(.8.M. R. CLouGH, 1st Battalion.

C.8.M. P. MARTIN, 1st Battalion.

C.S. M. J. Barrow, Ist Battalion.

C.8. M. R. MarsH, 1st Battalion.

C.8.M. M. CoLLINg, Wessex DBrigade Depot.

(.8 M, R. HoLuisasworTH, All Arms Junior Leaders’
Battalion, Tonfanau.

(LS. M. D. STANTON, Ist Battalion.

(L8.M. A. AuLt, 4/6th Royal Berkshire (T.A.).

C.8.M. F. YOoUNG, 4th Wiltshire (T.A.).

(.8.M. D. Brices, 1st Battalion.

C.8.M. J. McLarEN, 1st Battalion.

C.Q.M.S. A. HAYES, M.Q.A.S., Pembroke Dock.

(.Q.M.8. W. WHEELER, IT.Q., Kahawa Garrison, K. Africa.

C.Q.M.8. T. HorautoN, Wessex Brigade Depot.

C.Q.M.8. W. smiTH, Wessex Brigade Depot.

C.Q.M.8, E, MURDOCH, st Battalion.

C.Q.M.S8. (. METCALF, 1st Battalion,

C.Q.M.8. 8. DUNN, 1st Glosters.

(.Q.M.5. B. CROCKETT, 1st Battalion.

. DUNKIN, 1st Glosters.

R. CoLLINGS, 1st Royal Hampshire.

J. WILLIAMS, 17 Gurkha Division.

K. CrROCKFORD, 1st Royal Hampshire,

(. NZMELTER, Ist Battalion.

Ist Battalion.

R. ALLCockK, 1st Battalion.

. GEIKLIE, 1st Battalion.

_L

A
=

*
S

SJT.
SJT.

M. CowLEY, Ist Battalion.
G. KEw, Army Information Office, Reading.

L/C.Q.M.S. J. OXLEY, Wessex Brigade Depot.

SJT.
SJT.
SJT.
SJT.
SJT.
SJT.
SJr.
SJT.
SaT,
Sar.
[T,
8JT,
SJT.
SJT,
SJT.
SJT.
8y,
SJT.
SJT.
SJT.
SJT,
SJT.
ST,
SaT.
ST,
SJT.
SJT.
SaT.
SJT,
SaT,
SJT,
SaT,
SJT,
SJT.

H. PErRKINS, 3 K.A.R., East Africa.

H. Bawny, All Arms Junior Leaders’ Battalion , Tonfanau.
F. PAYNE, 1st Battalion.

V. MIDDLECOTE, 4/6th Royal Berkshire (T.A.).
J. PETERS, Wessex Brigade Depot.

. WALKER, 1st Battalion.

R. BYE, Army Apprentices’ School, Arborfield,
B. BRETT, 1st Battalion.

C. WHITING, 1st Battalion.

G. MILLS, 1st Battalion.

D. PAYNE, 1st Battalion.

J. DUDMAN, 1st Battalion,

R. LITCHFIELD, Reinforcement Camp, Aden.
T. LEEDER, Wessex Brigade Depot.

W. MEADE, 1st Battalion.

H. THORNTON, 18t Battalion.

F. KNIGHT, 1st Battalion.

(. PINCHEN, 4th Wiltshire (T.A.).

D. PUFFETT, 1st Battalion.

R. PEARSON, Army Apprentices’ School, Arborfield.
. DuxyorD, 1st Battalion.

R. SIMPSON (721), 1st Battalion.

W. Hooks, 1st Battalion.

. Gipes, 1st Battalion.

. BrAy, 1st Battalion.

. KING, 1st Battalion.

. TAYLOR, Wessex Brigade Depot.

. BECK, 1st Battalion.

. BENNETT, 18t Battalion.

W. DUNSCOMBE, 4th Wiltshire (T.A.).

E. SKINNER, 1st Battalion.

W. STAFFORD, 1st Battalion.

R. SIMPSON (603), 1st Battalion.

L. Youns, 1st Battalion.

oeRpE®



ROLL OF REGULAR WARRANT OFFICERS

SJIT. 8. PaARsoNs, Ist Battalion.

ST, J. HARRLES, 1st Battalion.

SIT. 0. LYNCH, b6th Royal Berkshire (T.AL).
SaT. POV BRIEN, 1st Battalion.

SIT. )L FISHER.

SIT. R.TRANTER, 1st Battalion

. LEDBURY, 18t Battalion.
- WHITFIELD, Atmy Apprentiecs’ School, Arborticld.
. LARGE. 23 S,A.8, (T.A.)
" ROBERTS, 4th Wiltshire (T.A.).
. COCKEREILL, 1st Battalion.
. SIMPSON, I1st Battalion.
A, Horroway, 4th Wiltshire (T.A.).
- KL BRACKSTONE, Admin, Unit, Dhekelia
LD DEAN, Ist Battalion.
T. D). LEADBETTER, Ist Battalion.
. D). STEPHENS, 1st Battalion.
T. A, TieeLE, 1st Battalion.
T. DLTREVGE, 1st Battalion,
. K. HYDE, Ist Battalion.

AND N.C.Os. OF THE REGIMENT continued
Bnd Sjts.:

C/8aT. DL Topn, 1st Battalion.

C/RaT. W, CHATFIELD, Wessex Brigade Thepaot,

SaT. R KIRK, Ist Battalion,

NIT. A, MEYNELL, Ist Battalion,

NIT.J. CARADICE, st Battalion.

Do Majors:

W0 1T W, CHovLes, Wessex Brigade Depaot.

ST, S0 Forp, 1st Battalion

Orderly Room Sit.:

W.OU 11 D. CARPENTER, Wessex Brigade Depot.

Lowg Servive List:

W.0. 11 F. W, Basrox,
Garrison, BLALOUR.

W.O. 11 J. FARELLY, Army Information Office, salishury.

T. M. MUMFORD, Army Information Othiee, Bournemonth.

R. =ssimh, Mons O 8. Aldershot.

oM, HQ. Rheindahlen

T. Type Engagement:
W.0. 11 €. STANLEY, 4/6ith Royal Berkshire (7.0,

Regular W.0s. und Serjeants of other Regiments serving with the Regiment

RS ML R BAFE-TONES, Devon and Dorset

Hitth Roval
Berkshire (1.4,

COS ML W BROWN, Glosters dth Wiltshire (T.A ),

NOTICE
We are indebted to the Editor. The Canadian Geographical Journal
and to the Gazette Printing Company of Montreal for allowing us
to use their plates for the reproduction of the mural of the Battle

of Crvsler’s Farm,

For technical reasons it has proved impossible to publish a

complete picture in this Journal,

but it is hoped that any reader

interested could, with a little ingenuity. remove the white line and

join the two pictures into one.




REGIMENTAL NEWS

The following officers have retired, and we thank them for the part they have played in
the life of the Regiment and wish them the best of good fortune in the future:—
Lit.-Col. M. H. Chivers
Lt.-Col. D. A. M. Emms, T.D.
Major G. C. Dale
Lt.-Col. Emms had joined his family business in Norfolk.
Major F. D. Jones, after a short period as a civilian, has joined the Army of the Federation
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland.
Capt. J. W. A. Fleming and Lt. A. F. E. Larkman have transferred to the Parachute
Regiment.

We congratulate R.S.M. F. W. Baston, p.c.m., on the award of the Meritorious Service
Medal in June this year. Mr. Baston enlisted on 31st July, 1934, and is now serving in BAOR
under the long service scheme.

We have only recently learnt of the award of the M.S.M. to the following, all of whom
were at one time members of the Regiment :—

Bandmaster L. Fereday, The Royal Hampshire Regiment—One time Bandmaster Ist
Wiltshire Regiment and recently Bandmaster The Wessex Brigade Depot. Award
published in July, 1961.

W.0. II D. Winter, R.A.0.C.—Originally 5334303 Boy Winter, he enlisted in The Royal
Berkshire Regiment on 9th April, 1932. Award published in December, 1960.

Major (Director of Music) W. B. Salmon, m.B.E.—Originally enlisting in The Royal
Berkshire Regiment as No. 5328491, he transferred to The Buffs as Bandmaster in
1929. Commissioned in 1947, he became Director of Music, The Royal Artillery. He
retired in 1960 after completing 45 years’ service. Award published in January, 1960.

We congratulate Mr. Albert Haines on his award of the British Empire Medal. A Lockinge
man, he served in The Royal Berkshire Regiment during the 1914/18 War. After the war he
obtained work with the Imperial War Graves Commission and has recently retired after
completing 43 years’ service with the Commission. He now lives at Arras.

We have recently heard from Major G. T. L. M. Graham, who expects to return to England
in February, 1963. He had been fortunate enough to visit all Commands in Australia. During
his tour he had visited the Memorial to the 99th Foot in Hobart. When it was realised that
he was a serving member of the Regiment, press and TV cover was supplied in force. Major
Graham added that the Memorial is well cared for an a wreath is laid by local ex-Servicemen
once a year. (For readers who do not know the facts, the Memorial referred to was erected
by the 99th Foot, later the 2nd Bn. The Wiltshire Regiment, in memory of the officers and men
who were killed in the first Maori War, 1845/46.)

Colonel V. St. J. Vigor, 0.8.E., has relinquished the appointment of County Cadet Commandant,
The Berkshire Army Cadet Force, and has been succeeded by Colonel L. A. G. Creal.

Colonel J. L. R. Metecalf, 0.8.E., after 29 years’ service with the Regiment, has relinquished
his appointment on the H.Q. of 129 Infantry Brigade (T.A.). and has been succeeded by Colonel
L. J. L. Hill, m.c.. late of the Regiment.

Those who served with the 2nd Bn. The Royal Berkshire Regiment in Egypt will be glad
to hear that the stained glass window presented to the Garrison Church, Moascar, in May, 1937,
is being installed in the new Garrison Church of St. George, Dhekelia, Cyprus.
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A carved wooden plagque of the regimental badge has been presented to the Crysler’s Farm
Battle Memorial Hall to commemorate the part played by the 49th in defeating the American

mvasion of Canada. At the same time a corresponding plaque was presented by the Roval
[rish Fusilicrs on behalt of the 89th Foot

THIS CREST WAS PRESENTED BY
MAJOR-GENERAL BA.COAD CB.C.B.E. DSO.
COLONEL.THE DUKE OF EDINBURG

ROYAL REGIMENT
(BRERKSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE)
AND THE OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT

IN JULY 1962 TQ COMMEMORATE
THE ACTION OF THEIR PREDECESSORS
AND THE MEN OF H.M REGI]

AT THE Dt )
OF CRYSLER'SFAR?

Plugue presented to the Crysler's Farm Battle Memorial Hall

A cocktail party to entertain regimental guests and to bid farewell to the Ist Baftalion
was held at The Tidworth Club on 20th October,

This occasion offered an opportunity for many members of the Regiment to see for the
first time the portrait of the Colonel-in-Chicf recent [y completed by Major A, C. Davidson Houston,

The silver statuette of the Colonel-in-Chief, commissioned by the Serjeants” Mess, the st
Battalion, was also on display.

ENGAGEMENTS

AsnLey- Fowrer.—The engagement is announced between Nigel Richard, son of Lt.-Col. R.
Ashley, late The Wiltshire Regiment, of Fleet. Hants, and of the late Mrs. P. Ashley.

and Penelope Ann. daughter of Mrs. E. . Fowler and the late Mr. 8. B. 8. Fowler of Oakham
and Cambridge.



Silver Statuette of the Colonel of the Regiment

(referred to on opposite page)



Aveiy—Evuworr. The engagement is announced between Capt. Clyde Ayling The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, elder son of Major and Mrs, CV, Avlin of Dereham. Norfolk.
and Jill, daughter of Lt.-Col. and Mres, J. D, Elliott of Fleet. Hants,

BIRTHS

Awpry.  On Ist August, 1962, at Aldershot. to Belinda, wife of Lt.-Col. John Awdry, The
Parachute Regiment, a son (Piers Bain).

MarTHEW=. On 2Ist July, 1962, at Tidworth, to Jennie, wife of Lt. R. K. Matthews, The
Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment, a son (Andrew Paul),

TrEMELLEN. -On 20th July, 1962, at Aldershot, to Norma, wife of Capt. L. (. Tremellen, The
Duke of KEdinburgh's Royal Regiment, twins, a boy and a givl (Richard and Tessa).

Cannizag. - On srd June. 19620 at Burghelere. near Newbury, to Anne, wite of Capt. H. D.
Canning, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment, a daughter.

HarrLey-Russenn.—On 3rd October. 19620 in Reading, to Pamela. wite of Major Derek
Hartley-Russell. .o late 4 6ith Roval Berkshire Regiment (TUAL) a son.

RipLey. —On Tlth May. 1962, at Barton Stacey, to Stephanie, wite of Capt. Vivian Ridley.
The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment. a danghter (Alison Claire).

Carrer. —On H4th May. 1962, at Moretonhampstead. to Primrose, wife of Major Tany Carter.,
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Roval Regiment. a daughter (Louise Claive).

Ovrvriern,  On 7th October, 1962, at Akrotini. Cyprus, to Edwina. wife of Capt. R P M
Oldtield, The Duke of Kdinburgh's Roval Regiment. a son.

DEATHS

Fraser.  On 30th June, 1962, at Scend, Wilts, Major Alexander James Fraser, soc., late The
Royal Berkshire Regiment. aged 810 Son of Col. AL H. Fraser. who commanded the 2nd
Battalion in I896-9%. Served in the South African War with Brabant's Horse, and was
awarded the Queen’s Medal with four clasps. Joined the Regiment in 1901 Adjutant.
Ind Battalion. 1909-12. Served in France with 2nd Battalion and on the staff, Twice
wounded, mentioned in despatehes, and awarded the MO A< a result of wounds incurred
during the war he vetired for medical reasons in 1920,

Troryrox.  On 13th July, 1962, Brig.-General William Brooke Thornton, bos.o.. late The
Royal Berkshire Regiment, aged 86, He joined the 2nd Battalion in 1896, Served through-
out the South African War, gaining the Queen’s and King's Medals. Returning from India
with the 2nd Battalion in 1914, he was severely wounded at Neuve Chapelle and awarded
the D.S.0. Promoted Temporary Brigadier-General in 1918, he afterwards commanded
the Hth Sherwood Foresters on the Rhine, the Ist Battalion in Mesopotamia and N.W.
Persia, and the 2nd Battalion in Dublin. Promoted Colonel in 1922, he retived in 1924, In
1912 he marrvied Miss Fraser, whose father. brother and nephew all served in the Regiment.
He was High Sherift of Bedfordshire in 1934,

SAawyER. —On I4th August, 1962, at Shawford, Winchester, Lt.-Col. Guy Henry Sawver, p.s.o..
late The Royal Berkshire Regiment aged 80, Commissioned in 1901, he served in the latter
part of the South African War, gaining the King's South African Medal. Except for a tour
of duty as Adjutant of the 4th Battalion, he served continuously with the Regiment.
Returning from India in 1914, he went to Franee with the 2nd Battalion. Promoted Tem-
porary Lt.-Colonel in 1916, he vemained in command of a battalion until October, 1919,
when he assumed command of the Depot. For his services in the War he was awarded
the D.S.0. and bar, and the Croix de Guerre. He rejoined the 2nd Battalion in Plymouth
in 1922, before retiring in 1925,

roppins.  On ath November, 19620 Marvy. wife of Lt -Col. D, 1. M. Rohbins. The Duke ol
Fdinburgh™s Roval Regiment.

Quick.- ~The death of Major H. T. W, Quick. m.c.. late The Roval Berkshive Regiment, was
reported in the March, 1962, Ariny List. Enlisting in The Roval Berkshire Regiment in
1889, he was awarded the Ashanti Star for serviee in West Afrvica in 1805, He was awarded
the Queen’™s and King’s Medals and mentioned in despatehes for serviees in the South
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African War. R.S.M. of the 2nd Battalion in 1905. Commissioned in 1914, he served with
the 2nd Battalion in France, was several times mentioned in despatches and awarded the
M.C. He was also the possessor of the L.S. and G.C. Medal and the Delhi Durbar Medal.
He retired in 1920 and must have been 90 years old at the time of his death.

Perri—Also reported in the March, 1962, Army List: Lt.-Col. A. V. Petri, 0.B.E., The East
Surrey Regiment, who commanded the 2nd Bn. The Royal Berkshire Regiment from
October. 1941, to December, 1942,

RovLre.—On 31st August, 1962, in Wokingham, No. 4269 David Rolfe, late The Royal
Berkshire Regiment. Englisting in 1894, he served in the South African War and was
discharged to the Reserve in 1906. Returning to the Colours in 1914, he reached the rank
of Serjeant-Major. Employed with Reading Corporation Tramways he became a Chief
Inspector being retiring in 1938, He remained a keen supporter of the Regiment and of
the O.C.A. until his death.

Bovrrox.  On 6th June, 1962, at Tidworth, Colour Serjeant H. J. Bourton, The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment.

MockLER.-—In August, 1962, No. 5568167 R.S.M. C. Mockler, late The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment, who had only retired about a year hefore.

Hagrris.— In September, 1962, as a result of a traffic accident in Blackpool, T. Harris, one-time
Serjeant in the Regiment, who had left the Army only recently under the redundancy
terms. He had been a Serjeant in the Mortar Platoon in the 1st Bn. The Royal Berkshire
Regiment in Goslar 1954-55.

1st Battalion
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment

EDITORIAL
The summer activities were varied and, contrary to expectations, all proved to be
interesting and successful. From all its various tasks and activities the Battalion emerged with

credit.

April saw the return of “A” Company, bronzed and fit, from their six weeks in British
Guiana. When they left Tidworth there was an ugly situation in Georgetown and everyone
expected unpleasant internal security duties. However, after the first few days of guards and
patrols, they settled down, under command of 1st Bn. Royal Hampshire Regiment, to a pleasant
routine, the envy of the remainder of the Battalion in rain- and wind-swept Tidworth.

Early in the year it was stated in a Training Forecast that the Battalion would carry out
an amphibious exercise, lasting several days, somewhere in France. Like most forecasts, this
proved to be wrong. The Battalion was in the end detailed to take part in the Joint Services
Demonstration on Salisbury Plain and to run Bourley C.C.F. Camp near Aldershot.

“B” Company, reinforced by soldiers from “C” Company, took part in the Joint Services
Demonstration, their task being to display to the audience a Rifle Company Group mounted in
Saracen armoured personnel carriers. The preparation for this demonstration provided useful
and novel training, although the constant rehearsals tended to be boring at times.

Bourley C.C.F. Camp was at first viewed with considerable misgivings by all members of
the Battalion. However, it was a job to be done and the Battalion buckled down to the task.
Careful plans and preparations were made, including demonstrations and training in the correct
way to erect the various types of tent. As a result of these careful preparations the erection,
running and eventual dismantling of tents went smoothly. At the peak period there were
approximately 3,000 all ranks in the camp. Visitors to the camp included the Brigade Com-
mander, the Chief of Staff, Southern Command, the G.0.C., Aldershot District, and the
G.0.C.-in-C., Southern Command. The Battalion was congratulated on the way the camp
was administered.

In the sporting field the Battalion met unexpected success at athletics and the tug-o’-
war (110 stone). In the athletics we won the Divisional and Southern Command Championships
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and were thivd in the Avmy Championships held at Aldershot, The strength of the team lay
in their track performances. I onr standards in the field events had matched those on the track
we would have won the Army Champion=hips by a street. Al members of the team are to be
congratulated for their team spivit and will to win. Special mention must he made of Capt.
Draper and S Freeman for their leadership and drive during the arduous training sessions.
It is regretted that S I Freeman cannot come with the Battalion to Malta. He awill he missed
by all vanks. We wish him the best of fortune in hoth his military and athletic carcers,

In the tog-o-war (110 stone) the Battalion won the Divisional Competition and was
runner-up in both the Southern Command and the Army Championships to the Depot and
Training Establishment. RASCL who have heen Army champions for the past four yvears,
Al members of the team are to he congratulated on their team work. and Captains Macemillan
and Stevens for their work as coaches.

Finally mention must be made of the ericket N1 who suceceded in heating 1T Devon and
Dorset to win the final of the Divisional Knockout Competition.

Now. in the autumn. the thoughts of everyone are concentrated on the move to Malta.
The advance and rvear parties have heen detailed and preparations are beginming 1o he made
to pack the thousand and one things a Battalion takes with it

After three vears in Tidworth the Battalion will leave with few regrets. Inospite of the
excellent barracks, it is still vemote and Tacks life and sparkle. We look forward to warm
sunshine and new experiences in Malta. Whatever we may find, et us ensure that we maintain
and enhance the reputation of the Regiment.

“A” COMPANY

On our return from British Guiana the Company quickly settled down into the normal
routine ot Tidworth.

Our first excrcise hegan on Hth April when two Platoons lett for Keevil Airficld. where
they gave assistance to 1 Cov. RLASCO A hard nine days” work resulted in the moving of
thousands of gallons of petrol and many tons of ammunition. At the close of the exercise we
cleared up the debris and evervone thankfully returned to Tidworth. A letter of thanks was
received from H.Q RARC The 19th June saw the Battalion taking part in the 3 Division
Athletios Meeting, at which L Cpls. Wray-Bliss and Hall. Cpl. Pavey and Preo Tarner showed
their ability, With their determination they helped the Battalion feam to go on to the Army
Championships at Aldershot on 25th-26th July. 1962,

On 2nd July the Company moved to Bourley, near Aldershot, to help set up and administer
a C.C.F. Camp. The weather was perfeet and spivits high, After settling in we started to draw
up tents and marguees. The first problem was getting the 0 I, tent= into the space allotted
for our C.CUF. Battalion, and after many changes of plans we at last decided on a way. The
tents were put up very guickly and CSjtc Murdoch had trouble in <upplyving s with tents fasi
enough. Then came the marquees: five store tents and one office tent were put ap in a record
time of one and a quarter hours. Our next problem was the eincma tent @ it turned out that a
four-pancl marquee was not wide enongh as the tent poles would interfere with the showing
of the films. 50 we put up two four-panel marquees side by side. The sight was awe-inspiring.
although we had our doubts as to whether it was going ta stay up! Then Cplo Snock had a
hrainwave! He found two telegraph poles and put them up at cither end of the tent and lashed
the joint to a rope stretehed taut between the two, Tt was lueky we did this as, with the amount
of rain that followed, we might have found ourselves with a suspended swimming pool. Some
of our Company “wide-hoy="" i.c. Pte. Walker, would no doubt have cashed inon the commercial
value of this. A great deal of credit is due to everyone for the hard work that they all did:
even Ptes. Groom and Muallen worked well between moaning,

For the henefit of the Cadets A7 Company laid on a demonstration of Platoon and Section
formations and attacks. After many rehearsals Capt. Loe was satisticd and we all felt as it we
knew Long Valley like the backs of our hands, Then at last the day came for the Cadets to
leave, As they moved out the tents practically fell down about their heads. and in two days
all the canvas was gone. On 13th Augnst we were onee more in Tidworth.

This year the Company supplicd two contingents of marching troops to assist with Keeping
the Army in the Public Eve in Wiltshire. They were headed by the Band and Drams, Support
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Platoon, commanded by Lt. Goodhart, laid on various displays with their support weapons.
The noise of these drew crowds and went down very well.

We were very sorry to say goodbye to Major Sellers, who left us to go on a course at the
Joint Services Staff College. Our good wishes go with him, and we hope that it will not be too
long before he rejoins the Regiment. The Company has since been commanded by Capt. J. W,
Loe up to 2th September, and then by Capt. D. L. B. Reid, who will soon be ha,ndlng over to
Major J. B. Hyslop. At this point the Company would like to take the opportunity of
congratulating Major H\,slop on his recent marriage.

We welcome 2/Lt. J. D. (!, Hodder and 2/Lt. 8. €. 1. Whitehouse to the Company. 2/Lt.
Hodder joined us from the lst Bn. The De von and Dorset Regiment, and 2/Lt. Whitehouse
from R.M.A. Sandhurst.

W.0. II Clough has taken over from W.0O. Il Martin as C.S.M. and we hope his stay will
be a happy one. (/Sjt. Alleock has taken over as C.Q.M.S. from C/Sjt. Murdoch,

Marriage
Congratulations to Pte. Lock on his marriage on the 25th August. 1962.

“B” COMPANY

The last six months has seen the Company at low strength, for whilst we have lost the
buik of our National Servicemen we have had few Regular soldier replacements. We are now
told that we are to he built up with young Regulars from the Training Wing and are looking
forward to their arrival and the thought of having three Rifle Platoons on parade once more.

In Mnrch we took part in a Brigade Exercise at Stanford and were given the role of reserve
Battalion. “B” Company found the close bridge garrison over the river on the first (la_} and
5 Platoon just managed to get across the river before the br idge was blown in the face of “over-
whelming enemy forces”. The umpires came in for strongly worded critcism when they wiped
out this Platoon with three enemy tanks which came at them through the middle of the mine-
field. 2/Lt. Searle had not been taught this sort of tactics at the R.M.A.

In April “B” and “("" Companies went to Dartmoor and had a couple of wet days’ field
firing followed by a day’s helicopter exercise. All the men, including cooks and drivers, had a
chance of roping down from the helicopters. Platoons and Mortar Section were flown on to the
highest tors and at one time a Whirlwind carried 14 men: even the pilot had his fingers erossed!
We had & party of Royal Navy Petty Officers attached from H.M.S. Vernon whilst on this
exercise. They covered a lot of ground, shot all weapons and certainly seemed to enjoy
themselves.

At the beginning of May a man was heard to ask: “What does KAPE stand for, and is it
part of NATO?™ Soon everyone knew, as for a couple of weeks the Company was busy keeping
the Army in the Publie Eye in the County of Berkshire. We did marches through the towns
of Newbury. Highworth and Faringdon, and mock battle demonstrations at military displays
in Abingdon, Newbury and Dideot. Later in the year we again did the mock battle at the
Reading Agricultural Show, where we drew the biggest crowd of the year, mainly people who
had been watching the heauty competition sited conveniently next door to the arena. Some
lucky soldiers were presented with bouquets of flowers by the contestants. Who says combat
kit doesn’'t add to sex appeal!

Later in May a Battalion inter-Company shooting competition was held. Bren, Rifle and
Sterling teams competed and, besides having our fair share of individual prizewinners, “B” Com-
pany were the overall winners from “A™ Company by a short head.

On 7th June the Company, made up to full strength by “C” Company, took part in the
Joint Services Demonstration “Noisy Nora” at Larkhill. We had our first introduction to
A.P.Cs.. and in the opening serial showed the spectators what an infantry Company mounted
in A.P.Cs. looked like. In the last serial we did an attack in A.P.Cs. supported by an artillery
and tank fire plan. Although the demonstration meant many rehearsals and a lot of waiting
about, we all had the opportunity of a grandstand view of the Army’s latest equipment, a
parachute drop, the R.A.F. demonstration and many other items besides, Our A.P.Cs. were
driven by men of the Black Wateh, whose language brought a blush even to the C.S.M.’s face.

Enough has been written elsewhere in the Journal about the pleasures of Bourley C.C.F.
Camp: it will suftice here to say that “B” Company had two Cadet camps to put up and take
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down compared with the other Rifle Companies” one each. We did it just as fast and are all
now seasoned tent pitchers. Although we all thought we would hate Bourley. there were few
who didn’t enjoy at least their off-duty hours. Could this have heen due to the W R AC. (T.A )/

Our final fling was another visit to Dartmoor at the end of September, this time for an
escape and evasion exercise. Parties of three were released and had to make their way through
a series of agent posts to make good their escape over the River Tamar. Only a few managed
to evade the combined foree of the Recee Platoon and the Devon Constabulary and Special
Constables who were mobilised against them. Cpl. Wright 15, Wright 76 and Cripps were the
first home. followed closcly by Ptes. Green and Hatt. Ptes. Leahy and Curthovs made good
their escape singly after the other members of their parties had heen captured: hoth fine efforts.
Lt. Gedge and 2'Lt. Searle were pipped at the post by a policeman in civilian clothes who
offered them a lift within a mile of freedom. His popularity was, however, quickly restored
after his wife cooked them a good meal and offered the living room of the house for the night.
Records do not tell whether the husband was on duty that night or not!

The men who were captured during the exercise were taken to a PW cage run by the
C.S.AL and the RMP. Although the prisoners” hoots were unkindly removed, spirits remained
high and several made good their escape only to walk into the arms of a police patrol in
Okehampton.  After this exercise we have no doubt about the cfticiency of the Devon Con-
stabulary and. having had a sight of the high walls of Princetown Prison, we prefer {o remain
on the outside.

In the sporting world the Company fielded a vigorous ericket side whieh won all but one
of its matches. Capt. Edwards was our star hat, ably supported by Pte. MePherson and the
rest of the team. Our strength was in our howling, where Pte. Davis 38, Wilkon and Rothwell
did sterling work to skittle our opponents out for low scores. In the athleties ficld we did not
shine, although Pte. Mapplethorpe threw the javelin for the Battalion and Cpl. Hughes ran.
We hope to get some new talent out of our hoped-for reeruits. and to do hetter next vear,

Just hefore going to press DT Company was dizhanded and the Training Wing hecame
part of “B” Company. Our strength now looks quite impressive on paper and we hope to retain
a large number when they have tinished their training.

To all National Servicemen who have left us we send our hest wishes, We will think of
you when we are basking in the Mediterrancan sunshine next vear.

We offer our congratulations to the following: Capt. Rose, Lt. Gedge. Cpls. Hughes and
Lambell, and L/Cpls. Medforth and Simpson on their promotions: Cpl. Hole, and Pres. Tueker,
Harvey. Orchard and McPherson on their marriages: Capt. Rose and Pte. Downs on the births
of their daughters and L/'Cpl. Temple on the hirth of his son,

“C" COMPANY

Spring began with an icy blast when the Company went to Dartmoor from 9th to 13th April
for field firing and training with helicopters. All ranks of the Company fired the 3.5 R.L. and
in spite of the poor weather our spell on the moor was enjovable particularly ax we thrashed
BT Company in a soccer mateh.

The highlights of the sports world in the Battalion was the Company’s suceess in the
athleties, which we won. L/Cpl. Blake. Pes. Openshaw. Chandler and Bantam were out-
standing in our decisive victory. Several of our Company athletes were seleeted fo represent
the Battalion in the Army Championships. We were not <o successful in the Battalion Shooting,
in which we came last: the rain was pouring down and we had the worst of it. Certainly Major
Crafter and the others with glasses were blinded by it. However, the prize of the day was taken
by Lt. Spence and C.SM. Stanton. who fired as an LM, pair and scored one point hetween
them out of one hundred and fifty!

The Company was selected as advance party to put up the Battalion camp at Bourley
in preparation for the arrival of the main body and then 2,000 C.C.F. Cadets. Tents and tent
pegs were used in hundreds erecting the camp and the Company worked hard and well.
Fortunately the sun shone for the whole of the period whilst we were erecting the camp for the
Battalion. We needed all the tine weather we could set ax the time was very short. A flap™
for a quick Battalion move to the West Indies cut short the time which we were allowed fo

5%

j



do our task at Bourley. However, with an extra effort from the Company, the job was
completed. Was it 659 or 660 tents we put up!

Whilst at Bourley and after the Cadets had arrived a party from the Company went to
see the Royal Tournament at Earls Court. Another trip was arranged to the Museum at R.M.A.
Sandhurst.

It is with regret that we learnt of the death of L/Cpl. Powell’s father on 26th September.
We were all very sorry to learn of the illness of (.S.M. Stanton during block leave; we wish
him a speedy recovery and a quick return to the Battalion. In the meantime we have been
fortunate in having C.8.M. Barrow after his tour with the T.A.

The Company had four days on Dartmoor at the end of September. A great deal of ground
was covered and the weather was fine and dry for most of the time. It was good to be away
from Tidworth for a while.

All the talk and thought now is of our move to Malta. As the sky closes in we hope before
jong to move out of Tidworth at last and see some sun again,

Support Platoon

Many changes have taken place in Support Platoon during the past six months, with a
result. that new men had to be trained right from the beginning. Lt. Spence now commands
the Platoon and Sjt. Dudman keeps the anti-tank flag flying when he is with us. He is now
getting fit with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Trophy team. All the gun numbers are new with the
exception of Pte. Mallows, who got married in August: best of luck to you both. Cpl. Ablett
will be leaving us in November to serve his last six months in U.K. His lasting memory of the
anti-tanks may well be the Mobat which Pte. Dando was towing upside down on Dartmoor.
Fortunately all was well and we heard the familiar phrase “Drive on” once more—unfortunately
right over L/Cpl. Watton’s hand!

The Mortars have at last been given a Serjeant  Sjt. Simpson, who returned from the
T.A. to scream all about “that there drainpipe”. He is being prepared for a Netheravon Course
by Cpl. Cross, who completed his course in August—just too late to join us at Bourley. Our
latest recruit to the Platoon is Pte. Comley, who is now highly trained in water duties—whatever
that may mean! If memories count for anything, our week on Dartmoor last month was far
and away the best weeks’ training of the year. As we hand in our guns and mortars we look
forward to training in the sunny island of Malta, about which we have heard so much.

7 Platoon

Whilst at Bourley Ptes. Haines, Chard, Jones 17 and King found their vocations in swinging
a heavy wooden mallet with great gusto, if at first with not a great deal of skill. By the end
of three weeks’ hard work the camp was complete. When it came to marking out the tent
areas Ptes. Beckey, Day and Davis seemed to master the principles after an initial trial on the
Company Lines area. Never have more strings and tapes been interlocked! Pte. Beckey is
now an expert at knitting!

The problem of matching the tents to the areas fell upon several, now almost grey-headed
parties who were led by Sjts. Dudman and Thornton, Cpls. Smart, Warden and Treuge. (We
must congratulate Cpl. Treuge on his recent promotion to Serjeant.)

During the recent spell on Dartmoor most of the Platoon found the beauties of the moor
more than they could resist and dashed off —all over the place in small well directed parties.
The great problem came in finding out where they had all gone! Had it not been for Ptes. Scott,
Carr and party breaking the 8-mile track record, the camping ground might never have been
found. As it was Pte. Newman had to squeeze his 3-ton vehicle through lanes which looked
considerably narrower than his truck.

There was some contention about the camping site, as Ptes. Ball, Gassom and Edmonds
were most adamant about this. They tried to persuade us to move two miles south to their site.

After being warned of the dangers of trying to swim in the bogs of Dartmoor and the
immediate action to be taken on the disappearance of any of the Platoon, Ptes. Dean and
Scott promptly dived into the nearest bog to the great amusement of their comrades. The
vietims were lucky in being able to struggle free with only wet clothes as a handicap. All in
all a jolly time was had by the Platoon. We soldier on and look forward to Malta.
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“D” COMPANY

Company Commanders may come and go, Company Serjeant Majors may come and go.
but 17 Company goes on even when dishanded.

Sinee the heginning of this year we have seen numerous changes in the Training Company.
Capt..J. Wo Loe lett us 1o take over “A” Company and Capt. J. B, Hyslop, who had rejoined
us from that sunny island of Jamaica, took command. Rumonrs were thick and fast that the
whole of the West India Regiment had come to join him!

CRAML CSnudge™) Young has left to reorganise the 4th Bn. The Wilt<hive Regiment (1.4,
and with him went D™ Company  or so it seems. CNjt Cross. that hardened hachelor. took
over the “Q™ from C.N M. MeLaren and i in the advance advance-party taking over quarters
for the marrieds in Malta!

The regulars amongst ~D™ Company  Pte. Wagstaft! our efficient Company Clerk (how
was it he managed to go on leave when the CSAL lelt the Company?): Pre. Perking (two of
everything), Storeman. and Pte. Poynter (three-quarters of evervthing), W.T. Storeman:
Roussel. that hardened Cyprus veteran and Arms Storeman have all staked their elaims in
various [.R.E. departments (within the Battalion)!

Intakes come fast and furiously these days and are known to the permanent staff as “out-
puts". Lt. Curtis. our overworked Training Ofticer from the Roval Hampshire Regiment.
maintains that he has lost all count of time: he seems to regain consciousness at week-ends.

Sjts. Mills. Beek. Cockerill and. recently. Sjt. Bray have all turned a willing and enthusiastic
hand in the training of Mons, Marne and Ypres Platoons. The training now includes a river
crossing using improvised hay rafts, This has proved most popular with all the instructors
and a graph is now kept showing the number of “ducks™ per intake.,

Cpls. Gaseoigne. Bunsell and Pavey. our “regular™ squad instructors. have continued to
give good instruction and help to the reeruits undergoing continuation training.

[t ix hoped that Cpl. ("Bunter™) Gaseoigne will continue 1o go on eross country runs when
with “B™ Company. However, running is not confined to the trainees and a marathon between
the Training Officer and the Company Commander can oceastonally he scen hy the observant!

Finally. the Company Commander would like to thank all those who have so lovally served
him in D™ Company. and for their conscientious effort in maintaining the interest of the
recruits undergoing training by their enthusiasm, deive and good example,

HEADQUARTER COMPANY
Company H.Q.

Major Newman left us in June to vo to 4 6th Roval Berks, taking with him a new mini-van.
Weare sure that the Major and his “charger”™ will hoth o far.

CNAM Ault left in September to go as PRI H.Q. Cov.. 4 6th Roval Berks, We were
all very sorry to see him vo. except. of course. for a few persistent malingerers who always (in
vain) hope for more leave or less duties than their share. (S8 Briges moves over to hecome
No. 1 C.8.M. and we weleome that ace documentation king and amatenr mountaineer, (08 M.
McLaren, as No. 2 CSM. Pte. Tedbury continues as Company Clerk and finds life an uphill
struggle to train the new Company Commander to the mysteries of 1he Tedbury svstem. Ptes.
Campbell, Mills and Whitlock. who have been excellent storemen. leave us shortly and are
being replaced by Pres. Povnter and Perkins from =17 Company and Pte. Snow, who has heen
the G.O.CUs groom. Pte. Mathews joins us from the Intelligence Seetion as second Conmpany
Clerk.

The Company has had a large number of new soldiers who have finished their continuation
training and ix now. with one or two exceptions. well up to strencth with regular soldicrs tor
our tour of duty in Malta.

The task of providing the command and administrative support for the ritle companies
i the strategic reserve role has been at times difficult and with many disappointments, but we
teel we have done our share to give the Battalion its high reputation. We now look forward
to the change of swroundings and Mediterrancan celimate with enthusiasm,  We maodestly
anticipate the performance of more wonders in Malta and North Africa next year,
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Orderly Room

Since the last issue of the Journal, rumour has proved to be true and it is now an established
fact that we will be on our way to Malta at the end of this year.

The O.R.Q.M.S.. being the good Chief Clerk that he is, decided that before we departed
these shores we had to have as many course-trained clerks as he could fit into the limited time
available. Consequently we have seen Cpl. Robertson, Cpl. Evans and Pte. Donne disappear,
at various dates, in the direction of Warminster. We must congratulate Cpls. Robertson and
Evans on the excellent results gained on their courses. Congratulations are in order for Cpl.
Robertson, Cpl. Evans and L/Cpl. Berrett on gaining the ultimate of military clerking. the
B.I. Trade Test.

In between courses and the preparation for the move to Malta the Battalion made a short
Journey to Bourley C.C.F. Camp to look after 2,000 (adets at their annual camp. This entailed
additional administration, which very nearly broke down when the Orderly Room tent collapsed
in a storm. Heath fires did nothing to help either. All these events the O.R.Q.M.S. and Sjt.
Brett countered with innumerable cups of tea: could it have been laced with something a bit
stronger! We welecome the O.R.Q.M.S. to the merry band of combatant type clerks. Well
done, sir: a great comeback.

Away from home ties it was noticed that members of the staff spread their wings. L/Cpl.
Marrack frequently decided that a five-day ericket mateh could be stretched to ten days. Cpl.
Robertson spent most of his time in and out of Chinese restaurants. L/Cpl. Berrett made
frequent dates with a little W.R.A.C. (T.A.) Private. The Chief Clerk bought himself a set of
starting blocks to get a flying start to Tidworth at 4.30 every other week-end. Sjt. Brett, for
the purposes of Bourley Camp, was attached as an adviser to M.T.: whether it was for work
or the quickest route to Tidworth we never found out. Pte. Donne put in overtime with a
“French line”, With the move to Malta in view a ball and chain has been ordered for all
members of the Orderly Room staff to curb their spare-time hobbies!

We would like to congratulate Pte. Camm on the birth of a son: and W.O. II Carpenter
on being awarded his LS.C.G. Medal (well deserved).

Finallv. as this goes to press we are constantly reminded hy Pte. Foot that his time in the
Army in running short. Therefore we would like to take this opportunity of thanking him for
the considerable amount of work and help he has given us in the past. and his jovial presence
will be missed by all. Well done. and good luck in civil life.

Intelligence Section

The well-known cry of “Journal Notes— or else” has yet again sung out from H.Q. Company
Office. With the parting shot of “and no farewell to old faces or water under bridges™ we with-
drew to “chez intelligence™ to consider our notes—without those overworked journal phrases.
All other work in the Section must stop, even on our latest project, a 6-inch to the mile model
of Malta.

Cpl. Franklin, our artist, draughtsman and handyman-in-chief. must take the biggest how
for this project. He has worked steadily on throughout many weeks undaunted by questions
of “But what are you going to do with it?” from the uninitiated and suggestions of what he
can do with it from our uncouth neighbours—yes, the Signal Platoon. as you have already
cuessed. Cpl. Franklin has been ably assisted by our latest members, Ptes. Schifer and Welham.

Shortly after joining the Section, Schéfer and Welham were, somewhat reluctantly. aceepted
on an air photo reading course which was designed for officers and N.(.0s. We are pleased to
announce that Pte. Welham surprised the directing staff hy passing out top in the final
examination.

Cpl. Franklin has, for the third year running, been selected for the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Trophy team and we wish him luck in his quest for those elusive trophy medals. Our con-
gratulations to Sjt. Leadbetter on the birth of his son Tan, and also to Cpl. Franklin on his
promotion.

Finally. we should like to dispel all the unsavoury rumours concerning Cpl. Franklin's
and Pte. Schifer’s conquests during their touring holiday in Ireland. No one, even in the “hird
brain' section. could have been that lucky!
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The Signal Platoon

Garly this year we said farewell to Capt. J. A, H. Macmillan, who left us to instruet the
more seleet at the Signal Wing of the School of Infantry, Hythe, We welcome to our fold
Lt. Mo A Draper and congratulate him on his promotion to Captain.

Sjt. ("Tieh™) Dunscombe, who has finally taken the plunge into matrimonial ecircles, has
lett us for duties with the T AL his position is now filled by Sjt. Young, who has joined us from
the Signals Wing, Hythe.

The result of our last eadre was very satisfactory: 99 per cent passed the classification
and these were Pres: Marting Rickards, Aldridge. Cole. Hardingham, Paterson. Plunkett. Long.
Jones, Hook and Drewett.

Congratulations go to L Cpls. Bilby and Millard on their promotion to Corporal, and to
Ptes. Burke. Byng. Chaffey, Haynes and Hayden on their promotion to L/Corporal,

We would like to congratulate the tollowing on additions to their families: L'Cpl. Haynes.
Ptes. Aldridge. Seott and Turner. with a 100 per cent turnout of girls,

Wedding bells have rung for Pres. Webh and Plunkett and soon will be ringing again
for Cpl. Freclove, and finally it has heen seen on two walls that Pte, Pretlove is vetting engaged.

Reconnaissance Platoon

Time has passed quickly sinee our last report. The first event of consequence was the
period of the Cadet Camp at Bourley. As far as the actual camp was concerned. our only
commitment was to pitch 77 tents. By virtue of possessing the machine gun direetors we can
safely claim to have had the straightest rows in the whole camp!

Before the arvival of the Cadet contingents there was ample opportunity to carry out some
useful training and to visit come of the local places of interest. A machine gun <hoot at
Hangmoor was very heneticial and the results obtained were most pleasing, [t was the first
open range <hoot we have conducted but all targets were, surprisingly. hit. In view of the
somewhat spasmodic training with the guns, and that they are really of secondary importance
to our proper role, much credit is due to Sjt. Walker who supervised the training.

On a lexs serious note. we were well positioned at Bourley for trips to the National Army
Muscum. the Royal Tournament. the Sovercign's Parade at Sandhurst. and Simonds’ Brewery,
These ave all highly reconmmended and we would rather not state our preferences here,

Ptes. Chambers and Smith were posted to the Platoon at Bourley, straight from the Junior
Leaders Battalion at Oswestry. They were able to put the Platoon Commander wise to a few
ot the dodges there all in preparation for his posting in November,

On our return to Tidworth from Bourley we were again phinged into recruiting displays
this time at Reading, Our piece is known as an “alarm race”, although it is diflicult to assess
who is alarmed the most by it Tewill probably be the Colour Serjeant when we t ry to hand inour
combat suits after scrambling over harhed wire fifty times this summer. in the quest of recruits,

Block leave was very welcome as nzual. Leave ended abruptly with Exercise “Fleet Foot™.
where we acted as " Z7 cars to small parties from B Company who were practising escape and
evasion across Dartmoor. It was good fun and we naturally cheated in order to keep them
on the run. Our best capture was in Widccombe (of Unele Tom Cobbleigh fame), where one
party of “hard-pressed and desperate escapers”™ were found picnicing with holidlaymakers on the
village green.

We ate 24-hreeindividual rations on the exercise. There was plenty of scope for the
imaginative cook. but while the detachments lived in style. the food in Platoon headquarters
left something to he desived. O'Sullivan produced numerons dreadful meals and was finally
sacked. Watkins, his replacement. also showed no culinary ability whatsoever, o the Platoon
Commander lived on tinned cheese only for the last three days of the exercise. We antieipate
a field cooking cadre for <ome of our members in the near future,

We are about to “alam™ Swindon with our race as part of the last Tattoo before the
Battalion goes abroad. This will give our Swindonians (Hill. Gadd and Wise) a chance to show
their talents to an cager audience,

We congratulate Cpl. Hyde on his promotion to Serjeant; he has lett us for “A” Company.
L/Cpl. Richards got married and became of age within the space of two months. That is not
a joke, by the way. and we congratulate him on hoth,

Our next instalment will come from Malta.
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The Assault Pioneer Platoon

Since the last edition the Assault Pioneer Platoon has undergone considerable changes.

The last of the National Servicemen are leaving and their craftsmanship will be missed
by the Battalion as a whole. In the years of National Service the tradesmen pioneers have
contributed a great deal to the Battalion and our thanks are due to all of them.

However, their places are rapidly being taken by new young Regular soldiers and we
welcome Ptes. White, Jones, Sprigg, Parker and Bond to the Platoon.

Congratulations to Sjt. Puffet on obtaining an “A” grading at the School of Military
Engineering at Chatham and on his taking command of the Platoon. Also to Pte. Mulvaney
on his promotion to L/Corporal, and to Pte. Price on the birth of his daughter.

A special note must be added with regard to that old stalwart of the Platoon, Cpl. Tipple.
His platoon and pioneering knowledge have been enormous: our warmest congratulations go
to him on his promotion to Serjeant and transfer to “B” Company. He, too, will be sorely
missed in the Platoon.

Corps of Drums

On 6th December the Battalion will sail for the sunny island of Malta G.C., and after three
years in Tidworth this will certainly make a very welcome change.

During the last three or four months the Corps of Drums, with the Regimental Band,
have covered all the main towns in Berkshire and Wiltshire recruiting for the Battalion. The
Corps of Drums have also for the first time branched out alone for paid engagements, which
have been very successful. One in particular that the Corps of Drums enjoyed was a return
to Newport, L.O.W., to take part in the Newport Carnival. Our last engagement before sailing
for Malta will be the Remembrance Sunday Parade at Salisbury on 11th November.

The Commanding Officer’s Silver Bugle Competition will shortly be upon us, and the
competition among the buglers for this honour is extremely keen. No one can forecast the
eventual winner but we shall let readers know the result in the next Regimental Journal.

Drummer Edwards, who served in the Corps of Drums for five years, has now returned
to the rigours of civilian life and, as if that wasn't enough, also decided to get married. Courage,
indeed!

M.T. Platoon

From a quick glance at the Platoon nominal roll it is apparent that only the elite join
this happy band of hard-working, fast-driving comedians known as the M.T. Platoon. This is
one reason, at any rate, given for the temporary short-fall of drivers.

Since our last notes went to press we have experienced big changes within the Platoon.
Capt. R. G. Tomkins has left us for the 4th Bn. The Wiltshire Regiment (T.A.), Devizes, and
we wish him all the best in his civilian-type job. Before leaving he was presented with an
engraved shooting stick by the youngest member of the Platoon. Pte. Watkins.

There was great speculation by all on the arrival of our new M.T.O., Lt. J. Price, who
has recently joined us from the 4/6th Bn. The Royal Berkshire Regiment (T.A.). Reading.
However, I am happy to say that we have all settled down now and he is, at the moment,
attending his M.T.0.s course at Bordon.

We were very sorry to lose Pte. “Inky” Lister, whose trade mark can be seen in the polished
appearance of most of the Battalion vehicles. He considered that what a clout from his hammer
could not do, nothing else could! His work constantly kept the figures of the Claims Commission
down to the minimum and we wish to thank him for every swipe of his hammer. Our only hope
is that Pte. “Shorty” Hardingham can do the same after he has successfully negotiated all
necessary passing-in tests on civilian cars.

The M.T. Clerk, Pte. Davies, apart from being a shop steward in his early life, has settled
down very well. When asked for higher speeds on his new dual-control typewriter, he states
that “there is no war on’". This attitude has been evident since his appointment as 2 ifc H.Q.
Company Football.

The move up to Bourley was uneventful and we were soon settled into the old familiar
160-pounders. The first two weeks were all hustle and bustle, with tents going up all over the
place and the M.T. working flat out. It was strange to find that vehicles were shooting off
to the petrol point when only in need of two or three gallons. Female petrol point attendants,
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who not only kept the tanks filled but boosted M.T. morale in the evenings. was the simple
explanation. as the MUT. Sjt. discovered later. The first dow npour of ram soon nade our grassy
park into a ploughed field and all one-way signs had to be changed round at a moment s notice
- order to keep the vehicles from disappearing into the swamps.

In closing we would like to congratulate L Cpl. Johnson on his promotion to Corporal
and Pte. Buckland on his promotion to L Corporal

Administration Platoon

Sinee the last Journal this department has lost some men and gained others. so that we
are <till contriving to keep the Battalion supplicd with the necessary items: though. with the
clothing required atter Bourley, things were really “dodgy ™

Bourley Cadet Camp meant a lot of work for some of the stafl. i.c. Cpl Tredwell with his
“Black Wateh Battalion.™ but at least it gave our rear party a chanee to tidy up in preparation
for getting swamped with returned items,

[n thix quarter there have heen two major events  the Battalion block leave whieh the
whole staft voted a godsend in this heetic department: and the Quartermaster’s tour of Furape
on the way to Malta. which he voted “Coprag!™

At the present time we are working frantically, contrary to popular helief, inoa vain
endeavour to straighten out the horrible mess hefore we leave for Malta. We will therefore
close with the warning: “If you smell cooking from this area, ienore i1 Please!

The Cooks
We have reorganised ourselves into a Platoon on a regimental cooks’ basis. The AC.C
personnel have faded out with the exception of W.O. 1T Beatson. Sjt. Morley and Cpl. Maddinson,
We have continued to improve our multiple service and a steady strean of visitors have heen
to see how it is operated. The ACLC. convention tried to pull us to picees but ended with nothing
but praise. It has heen hoasted that we put on thirty-one different choices for luneh daily.
We moved to Bourley C.CLF. Camp in July and only wished that we could have eatered
for the whole camp. ax we certainly could have improved on the contractors’ service. The
equipment that we cooked on was superior to that at Tidworth. The only complaints came
from the civilian labour. who did not see why they should pay for their meals,” Their pay parades
had to be seenand heard to be believed and the Messing Officer has not vet fully recovered.
Now we are back at Tidworth and looking forward 1o our move to Malta, where we hope
to have an uninterrupted stay. Congratulations to L Cpls. Codling and Swift on passing the
Junior N.C.O=" Cook’s Course which was rin by the AC.C0 We gather that they taught the
ALCLC quite a bit oo, Congratulations also to L'Cpls. Choules and Stallard on their promotion.
Only one serious complaint has heen received and that was from a soldier requiring alate
meal who was surprised when there were only twelve choices left 1o ¢hoose from.

REGIMENTAL BAND

With the summer over we can now write a few paragraphs about our activities duringe
those sunny. windy. dull and rainy months, We have given concerts at Marlhorough College.
Plymouth. Brighton. Reading, Bath and Bristol. and marching displays at Andover, Petersticll
Downton, Salisbury and Wishford, In addition we participated 1o the full in the Battalion's
K APE. programme and also took part in the Taunton Aemy Week and the Bath Tattoo,
The Bath Tattoo was packed to capacity at cach performance and provided £4.000 for Service
charities. The Dance Band Section was also warmly received at sponsored dances i Newhbury
and Swindon.

We have enjoyved playing in the many towns amd villages of the West Country during the
last three vears, When we are in Malta we will remember the happy oceasions and the kindness.
enthusiasm and congratulations which the inhabitants have alwavs extended to us.

Major Roden has succeeded Major Freer-Smith as Band President and we weleome him
into hix new armoury ot trumpet. cornet and drums. He is very keen to see us smartlv turned
out. but we hope that heis not getting “Blues in the Night
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We have said farewell to L/Cpl. Barlow, who has transferred to the Band of the Scots
Guards, and we extend good wishes and good luek both to him and his wife, Before we leave
for Malta we also lose our last National Serviceman. Bdsm. Rowe. All members of the Band
wish him the best of Juck in civilian life.

Bdsm. Callandine. Bawden and Yates have been selected to go on a year's course at the
Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall. and we wish them the best of luck in their studies.
Cpl. Bill Spry. who has been at Kneller Hall for the last six months, has passed his probationary
period as a student bandmaster:; we wish him suceess in the rest of his further studies to become
a bandmaster.

To replace these temporary deficiencies we welecome Bdsm. Blake and Wiggins from Wessex
Brigade.

Congratulations are extended to Bdsm. Silsby on his marriage: Sjt. Meynell, L/Cpl.
Brewerton and Bdsm. Marles on the births of their daughters: and Sjt. Mure on his promotion.

SERJEANTS' MESS

“Now is the winter of our Tidworth gloom Made glorious summer by this sun of York:
And all the elouds that lour’d upon our house In the deep bosom of the ocean buried.”
Richard 111, Act, 1, Scene |

This. to paraphrase the Bard, summed up the thoughts of those who knew him of old
when we learnt that W.0. II Joe Clough was returning to the Battalion to carry out the duties
of R.S.M. until the arrival of W.0. I D. . Mortimer. This was consequent on the retirement
of W.0. I L. R. Hodges which was reported in the last issue of the Regimental Journal.

Mr. Hodges was dined out on 17th April. After dinner a presentation. on behalf of the
Serjeants” Mess, was made by R.Q.M.S. T. Pay. Mr. and Mrs. Hodges were given a canteen of
cutlery with the best wishes of the members. Before leaving the dining room the members
of the Regimental Band, which had played during dinner. asked Mr. Hodges to take up the
baton, and with obvious pleasure he conducted them in a very spirited rendering of “The
Dashing White Serjeant”. The Commanding Officer and senior officers of the Battalion were
our guests to drinks after dinner.

In May. Colour Serjeant Bourton died suddenly. He was a former Wiltshire man, his
service beginning in 1947, He was a very accomplished games player and kept goal for the
Battalion soccer team for many years. as well as being a forceful bat in the Mess cricket team.
He was also of great assistance to the Wives” Club. C/Sjt. Bourton was buried in the Tidworth
Military Cemetery. Many representatives from the other units in the (Giarrison came to pay
their last respects.

July and part of August saw us under canvas in Bourley C.C.F. Camp. By all standards
it was a most successful camp. The early days of preparing the camp were fraught with danger
in the shape of the very frequent inspections. On meeting up with the inspecting party one
felt duty bound to raize the lid of the nearest grease trap.

The layout of the tent lines for 2,000 Cadets and the Battalion as sponsor unit, the speed
and precision with which the tents were pitched reflects eredit on the planners and particularly
on our soldiers. who worked extremely well during the whole period of the camp and fully
deserved the gratitude and praise which was expressed at all levels by C.C.F. Units and visitors
to the camp.

We are all looking forward to our move to Malta. if only for the 340 days of uninterrupted
sunshine the travel agents write about. Tidworth has been in many respects a dull station
and three years is much too long for a unit to stay there. We are perhaps fortunate in that we
are a Southern County Regiment and the majority of men are close to their homes.

Being in the Strategic Reserve has had its headaches and disappointments, such as being
warned to prepare to move to some outpost of the Empire and then stood down. but it has
all been valuable training and we feel sure that having listed, packed and weighed our boxes
and prepared flight manifests so many times during the last three years, there can be few major
units who could better us at it. We hope that our field training in North Africa from Malta
will provide us with ample scope to exploit the “know-how™ gathered during our time spent
“Aldershotting”™ it on Salisbury Plain.




ATHLETICS

Srd Division Inter-Unit Championships Iirsd
,“\'t'l'(ltltl

Southern Command Inter-Unit Championships
Third

Army Inter-Unit Championships
Above are the bare bones of the Battalion's athletic achievements during 1962,

The Inter-Company Meeting at the end of April showed that considerable talent existed
within the Battalion. This was =oon harnessed and put into traiming, The main diflicults
was in finding opponents. since most other Units had not formed their teams and civilian eluhs
are not exactly numerous in the Tidworth arca.

The team continued the trend of the two previous seasons by heing much stronger on the

track than in ficld event<. In the 3rd Division competition the team won all the frack events

and also two of the ficld. At the Southern Command =tage the Battalion won four rees and

two tield events.

{oelervirthy

Charkes Geeen, Ginreison Photogon pls

1st Battalion Athletics Team, 1962

The Army Finals at Aldershot were hetween cight teams and competition wis razor keen
"”lt‘ Battalion won two very close races. the 4 440 vards and the 4 880 vards. in each case
Just heating a strong team trom | Trg. Regt. R.E. In the remainder of the rces onr POSTEIONS
were: O vards Sthe4 - 220 vards, 4th: one mile team race. Srd: three miles feam race. 4th -
4120 yvards hurdles, 3rd.

~ Our field events men did their hest hut in some cases were outelassed, and we sained few
points from their efforts.

i



The tinal Unit placings were:

Ist ... 1st Bn. Cheshire Regiment

2nd ... 1 Training Regiment, R.E.

3rd ... Ist Bn. Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment
4th ... Ist Bn. Green Howards

5th ... 2nd Bn. Grenadier Guards

6th ... 4/7th Dragoon Guards

7th ... Guards Depot

Sth .. 9th Bn. R.AO.C

No team from either of the amalgamated Regiments had reached the Army Finals since
before the war and all members of the team are to be congratulated on their fine achievement.
... - s o " 5 ; R . . . 1 Rl iy | .

I'wo runners, however, deserve special mention: S.1. Freeman and L/Cpl. Wray-Bliss were
selected to run for the Army, and Sjt. Freeman crowned a year’s efforts by winning the Inter-
Services three miles.

4/6th Battalion
The Royal Berkshire Regiment

(Princess Charlotte of Wales’s) (T.A.)
EDITORIAL

Since our last notes the activities of the Battalion have remained as varied as ever. A
very full training year is coming to a close with, we hope. many satisfied customers.

In March we carried out an extremely interesting and full exercise on the Plain called
~Spring Fever™. Together with 881 Amphibious Observation Battery R.A. (T.A.) and 226 Field
Squadron R.E. (T.A.) the Battalion set out to capture the Fakir of Imber who with his
insurgents, for purposes of the exercise, was deemed to have infiltrated a friendly Middle Kast
State. After various ambushes, a night march and a Company attack he and his followers were
duly dealt with.

During Whitsun our keener foot-sloggers took part in the 43 Wessex Division Ten Tors
expedition and, whilst everyone seemed to enjoy it. it could not however be considered one
of our greater successes. We plan on doing better next time.

Our Annual Camp at Penhale was, by general acclaim, one of the most successful in recent
vears. By chance it coincided with the National Summer and, with the experience previously
gained whilst there last year, we were able to make full use of the “amenities” of the area—mnot
to mention the training ground!

Our Corps of Drums and Band especially benefited from the R.S.M.’s personal instruction
and practice in foot drill and ceremonial and a very high standard was reached by all.

The Band were particularly in demand and had the pleasure of Beating Retreat in the
presence of the Mayor of Newquay and a vast concourse of holidaymakers. In addition they
participated at the opening of the Holywell Bay Lifesaving Hutment. Our attendance at camp
was 94.6 per cent—highest in the Division.

Immediately following camp our Bisley team of Capt. C. A. Shaw-Stewart, Capt. H. U.
Bailey, Sjt. Simmonds and Cpl. Byles were off to do their best, Their best was very good indeed
and the Battalion came away with the Hamilton Leigh Cup. Capt. Shaw-Stewart personally
took the Officers Cup (329) and the Officers Silver Jewel for best score in final ehampionship
stage. It was particularly rewarding to get the Hamilton Leigh Cup back, since we won it in
1960. We hope now to retain it for some time!

Our Regimental Rifle Meeting was held in mid-August, on Ash No. 2 Range, in fine weather
as usual. There was a very good attendance throughout, with no less than ten visiting teams,
one of which seemed to think they would take the falling plate! On the Saturday we were very
pleased to see our Honorary Colonel, Brigadier D. W. B. T. Hogg, ¢.B.E., who, we hope, enjoyed
his visit. The prizes were presented by Brigadier S. H. Kent, 0.B.E.. Brigade Commander, 128
Infantry Brigade.
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September proved very heetie, starting with our anti-tank sonners soing witl, Capt
Heavens to Lulworth Cove for a weeleend practice liring,

We followed that with the nation-wide Exercise “Fallex” in which we practised onr
mabilisation dreills and administration. Having moved aromnd a hit we returncd from whenee
MW G, AWISCE e we |||’!}('

Then to Exercise “Wessex Wade™. This wasa 4 5th B, Roval Hampshive Regiment (1. )
exereise to which we were invited 1o send SO nen. Representatives came Trom all Companies
and tovether formed a composite Company under the command of Major W, T M. Willians, T b
The exercise involved a move in transport to HAMSD Vovnon. thenee Iy mimesweeper frigate
HMS. Bosséugton and Caron fodersey Heve the Company formed the first wave in fhe a=<<anlt
and. Landing on the beach from DU Ws stormed the Sto Aubyns Fort, Ater spending the
remainder of the dlay marching and attacking varions strongpoint= on the island. the exercise
was completed and the remamder of the period was put over to amusement and pleasure,
Reerossing by the same ships on the Sunday a very tived but happy group of Roval Berkshivemen
returned to the hosom of their familios

Whilst the main clement of those or duty over the week-cnd

2200 23rd Seprember were
heat e it up in Jersey. it must not he foreotten that o small scleet hody of men were giving
their all on Exercise “Chard ™ at a very <ecro location: not a very exciting duty hut one well

done under teving cirenmstances

4 6th Royul Berkshire Regiment (T.A

Group taken at the Dinner on Friday, 12th October, 1962

Fhe Mayors of Newbury and Wolkinghan sre ow the right of the Honorary Colanel
Ihe Mayvors of Reading and Walling

orel on the lett on the Commanding (Mo

(redferred 1o on Opposite page)



October commenced on ceremonial duties. On 7th October 110 men of the Battalion,
with drums beating, bayonets fixed and Colours flying. marched past the Mayor of Newbury,
who took the salute. Later the Mayor and his Council visited the Drill Hall.

At the week-end 13th/14th October we marched through Wallingford, Reading and
Wokingham. It is hoped that as a result of our efforts we shall be remembered by the youngsters
of Berkshire, who can be sure of a hearty welcome, good fellowship and tough and worthwhile
service with us.

There is mention elsewhere of our more recent arrivals and departures, hut we must make
special mention of the departure of R.S.M. Price and the arrival of R.N.M. Bate-Jones. We
wish Mr. Price all the very hest for the future and thank him for his hard work and help which
we were privileged to have. To Mr. Bate-Jones we extend our welecome and hope that he will
enjoy his stay with us.

Among our P.8.Is. we have said goodbye to C.8.M. Pearson after 23 years’ service, Having
hung up his boots G.S., we hope to see something of him as a civilian as he is joining the Q"
stores of Lebus, the furniture people at Woodley, near Reading. To (!S.M. Ault, his relief. and
Sjt. Middlecote, soon to join us, we wish the best of luck and a happy tour.

Sjt. Meade will be returning to the Duke of Edinburgh’s in time for Malta and we send
him our thanks and best wishes for the future.

Major D. A. M. Emms, T.0., has left us for civilian life and is now in Essex. His hard work
is much appreciated in the Battalion and we wish him every success for the future. To Major
P. D. Newman. his relief. we extend a warm welcome.

OFFICERS’ MESS

We are indeed lucky to have our old Mess in working order once again, and have to thank
Major and Mrs. Emms for their artistic and colourful choice of decorations. Now that Sjt.
Jones is in office all the time we can offer meals at most times and have taken full opportunity
to use his invaluable services. In early May we dined out Major Lance. and a month later we
held a most successful Wine and Cheese Party for approximately 100 guests. The Band and
Drums Beat Retreat beforchand, much to the delight of many of our guests who had not seen
Retreat for many years.

We now look forward to a heavy programme before Christmas: a Dinner for the Mayors
of Berkshire, another Wine and Cheese Party, and our Annual Battalion Dinner.

WARRANT OFFICERS’ AND SERJEANTS’ MESS

It is fitting to open these notes by congratulating the following new members on heing
recipients of the Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate, presented at the parade on 28th April last at
Brock Barracks: W.0. I J. Taylor, W.0. II H. G. Beckley. ¢/Sjts. G. 8. Hayward and J.
Suteliffe, Sjt. G. W. Bishop.

Also to the following, who received their Territorial Efficiency Medals:—C/Sjts. H. Sessions
and G. 8. Hayward. Sjts. F. Cook, L. Beckley, A. Prior and Pittick.

Clasps were awarded to: ~W.0. T..J. Taylor, W.O. 11 H. Beckley. Sjt. A. Roberts,

Whilst on the subject of congratulations, we welcome Sjts. Hall, Owen, Howe and Beckman
on joining the Mess following their recent promotions. and also C/Sjt. Raymond on his step
up the ladder. Mention ix also made of Sjt. F. Cook, who recently obtained a very good report
on completion of a drill course at the Guards Depot at Gravesend.

During the past few months a very full training programme has kept us all busy and
Annual Camp was upon us hefore we knew where we were. For some members, attendance
at Penhale Camp proved to be their third visit since the T.A. was re-formed, and its delightful
situation was enhanced by the excellent weather which did indeed get us ‘browned-off”!

A most popular (?) innovation this year was the introduetion of early morning drill parades
for Officers. W.0s. and Sjts. Such was the rush to join the proceedings that even the “non-
combatants” were begging to be allowed to execute arms drill. Reports were also received
from spectators witnessing what appeared to be a fantastic version of Crown and Anchor. This
is called “hunting the crown’” and the rules seem to be known only to the most senior members.
who were seen moving around on hands and knees muttering incoherently, and then confusing
the whole issue by announcing that the erown was never lost at all but was in so-and-so’s bunk!
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Sportsmen were catered for during the fortmght and apart from the mneh enjoved
recreational afternoon. acericket mateh was arranged hetween the Officers and Serjeants.
Unfortunately we lost by asmall margin - and a smashed window: hut we are informed on
good authority that the Serjeants” Mess was the “mostest™

One of the highlights of the camp was the dinner, at which the guests were the C.O. 210,
QM. Adjt.. Major Newman, Coy. Comds.. Camp Comdt. and his stafl, and our thanks must
be recorded to the Messing Committee. the cooks and everyone concerned for the very fine meal
which was produced. Afterwards, all the officers were entertained in the Mess. where various
games were introduced which proved very interesting. Lobby Ludd, of course, was amongst
us although at that time his identity was not known. which was probably just as well!

On the middle Sunday we were onee again most generously invited 1o the Officers’ Mess
tor drinks. during which we witnessed episode 5 of Drill Xjt. Paxton’s parades. This aomual
event is not to bhe missed and, apart from acquiring some nseful assorted phrases. we understand
from an ex-Chuards Sergeant now in the Mess that this was the cenuine article!

Our camp =ocial life ended with a games evening, where the remainder of the har stoeks
were disposed of 1o the accompaniment of prize distribution from the siant draw

Mess members™ shooting ability was again apparent at the Aatumn Regimental Ritle
Meeting held on Saturday and Sunday, I8th 19th August. this vear on Ash Ranges. Our
congratulations go to Sjt. R Rockall on winning the Battalion Championship and the W.0Os.
and Njt=. Matceh, in which Sjto )0 Hall took second place with o very good shoot, (S M. (1,
Stanley very expertly (4 weighed in with top score in the Permanent Stall Mateh. although
we understand this was entirely due to his powers of concentration' On what. or whom. we
have vet to learn.

We were again very lucky with the weather and were pleased to see and entertain members’
wives, families and friends on the Sunday, an outing which we feel sure they enjoy as mueh
as we ourselves do.

By the time these notes appear in print we will have passed our next social event. which
will take the form of a dance and party. Itis here that we shall, untfortunately. he hidding our
official farewell to C.S M. Johnnic Pearson. who has been P81 to H.(). Company for the past
three yvears. We feel sure that he will Took us up. however, when the opportunity arises, and
we look forward to weleoming him and Mrs, Pearson many times in the future.

In the next month or <o it is hoped to set a new <tandard in sartorial clegance hy obtaining
Mess dress. when we shall expeet to get a mention in = Tailor and Cutier” every time it is worn
This will. perhaps. provide an excuse for areanging more social events in the entertainments
calendar,

To end with there are two things which we would like information on. and readers are
invited to write to the PM.C. marking their envelope “Public Enquiry™ and enclosing a postal
order to the value of 21 Informants should also head the letier “Without Prejudice’ as an
additional safeguard. A veward of €1 1< 0d. will he paid

() What really caused the Dram Major to drop the mace on parade?

(h) Which Coy. Comd. referred to the Colours as “Hags™ when speaking to the RS.M./

HEADQUARTER COMPANY

The period April-September, 19620 has probably heen one of the most active and busy
periods we have had for many a long day and it would take more than our allotted space here
to recall all the details of what we have heen doing. So. brieflv. we spent the first part of the
period consolidating ourselves in our new quarters and drill hall which we took over last vear,
Much to the joy of the MUT.O. and M.T. Platoon. our garages have been completed and it is
now true to say that, with the extra facilities that these now afford us. our unit vehicles in
appearance and maintenance are second to none. and great eredit to all those who have worked
so hard to produce the very high standard achieved. Our week-end training at this time was
given over to activities on the Churn Range combined with week-end Company excreises, and
the standard of shooting in the Company has improved bevond measure: again great eredit
goes to our new recruits. who fired their annual ¢lassification under appalling conditions hut
achieved such excellent results. And, talking of new recruits. great achievements have heen
attained here by the Company and we extend a very hearty welcome to all those who have

2



joined the Company during this period. With the appearance of Sjt. Beckman (late Brigade
of Guards), Brock Barracks sounds more like Wellington Barracks on Tuesdays and Thursdays
these days!

From the Company’s point of view. camp thix year was one of the best we have ever had
and everybody thorough enjoyed themselves, and we are only too sorry that we can’t go back
to Cornwall next year. The success of camp. we thought, was well summed up by the comment:
“(lood grub and good training”. and there is no doubt it was. Through excellent teamwork
we won the Sports Cup yet again and had the drill competition taken place, C.8.M. Wyatt
had no doubt as to who would have won it and well done that man who called him *“Sid” in
camp! On our return from camp, much thought was given to our recruiting campaign, which
provided such excellent results with everybody pulling their weight and bringing in recruits
as fast as they could come, and indeed they are still rolling in. We are all delighted with the
splendid results of Capt. Shaw-Stewart and his merry men at Bisley. Our congratulations also
to Sjt. Bishop on receiving his Certificate for Meritorious Service, which was presented to him
by the Lord Lieutenant. We are pleased to record that the Company also distinguished itself
in the Searchlight Tattoo which was held in Prospect Park, Reading, and certainly the honours
here went to the Signals Platoon for maintaining such excellent communications under fearful
conditions. It has also been a splendid year for the Dragon Club. Our activities have increased
by leaps and bounds and our social activities are now a byword in Reading, the great highlight
being the five Smith’s coaches which took us on our annual outing to Hayling Island. Here,
congratulations must go to the members of the Club Committee and their helpers for the
incredibly hard work they have put in to make the Dragon Club such a success: and our thanks
to Mrs. Jones for all that she has done as well.

Congratulations to L/Cpl. Dennis and L/Cpl. Prout on their promotions to Corporal, and
also to Ptes. Wyatt. Powell and Sharp to L/Corporal.

In conclusion we send best wishes and our thanks to all those who have had to leave the

‘fompany during this period and especially to C.5.M. Pearson, who is leaving us and the Army.
He has been: a tower of strength to the Company and will be sadly missed, both as a personality.
a sportsman and a soldier. To him and Mrs. Pearson we wish many happy days in the future.
We are pleased to know they are staying in Reading and we look forward to their presence
at the Dragon Club in the future.

“A” COMPANY

“Arms and the Man” has heen the Company keynote for the past six months, and what
an improvement this has proved to be in the handling of weapons by the Company. One sees
the serene look of satisfaction on the P.S.I.’s once stern countenance as he smartly enters the
“squad area’ to the sounds of bolt manipulation of rifles.

Annual Camp again proved to be a complete success and the Company members onee
again on very familiar ground entered into the training with a zest that gives them credit.
Thix, topped by the “get-together”™ during the first week for a social evening, proved to clinch
the camp on the whole. A special welcome to Lt. [ee, who has joined the Company in recent
months: we feel we have a “winner’” who, besides the regular “half o’ bitter and plate of cockles™,
really gets down to the job on hand.

Exercises have again shown the splendid results of our weeding out in the earlier parts
of this training year. Attendances on these exercises have topped all previous records, and the
local employers must be thinking in terms of loss and profit insurance for the future.

The Channel Islands proved the best of the exercises of the year. Travelling at the expense
of the Royal Navy and with a free issue of sea-sickness pills so thoughtfully provided by the
P.S.I’s wife to Company reps., set them on the seas for a grand long week-end exercise. After-
math: it is known that the local chiropodist has increased his turnover for the month ending
September!

So finally to the end of another training year, and what a fitting conclusion—a grand
march through Newbury on Sunday, 7th October, by the Battalion with our Colours so proudly
displayed and the Regimental Band excelling themselves as they grow older (not in age we
must add, but in enthusiasm for the occasion).
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The Company are prowd of the ofticer who inoa dress cap many sizes too large for b
diligently followed the white lines through the town to eventually arvive, still carrving the
Colours_with head held high and eyesin a tixed downward hypnotic gaze, which was only cured
after a half of hitter!

Social efforts have again proved that by keeping the younger element of the Company
active bring< in recruits. as will be shown by the weleome we extend to Ptes. Brownell Turner,
Maule and Heaver,

“B” COMPANY

Our mass exorlus ax reported inthe previous notes has now halted. but in their place we
welecome many new facess thanks to Operation “Volunteer™ into which much effort was put.
The Mayorof Ahingdon inspected a Guard of Honour prior to seeing the film =Cuns of Navarone™
Certain members of the Company went into the <t rangest places looking for recruits and many
hrought results,

Annual Camp was again held at Penhale. much to members” delight . although onr pereentage
was not very bright. On the whole it was enjoyved and many lessons were learnt. As the raining
vear draws to a close things have cased. but with the new one around the corner we look forward
to more interesting training and more recruits,

Socially things are heginning to swing and a very enjovable outing to the Roval Tournament
was attended by evervone, At the moment we are sy sharpening our arvows for mumerous
darts matches. The appearance of wives at drill evenings i< also a weleome <ight. as< this all
helps socially and militarly,

Our shooting in certain quarters is <till quite high and we congratulate Sjt=. Rockall.
Simmonds and Groom on winning the falling plate in the Roval Hampshire's Rifle Mecting.
The same trio represented the Battalion at the Brigade Meeting. Congratulations again to Nt
Rockall on winning four cups at our own Battalion Rifle Meeting: also to 8jt. Hall on winning
the Veterans” Cup. and our P.SCL for runner-up in the Permanent Staft Cup.

We weleome the following to the Company and hope that their stay will he a worthwhile
and happy one:s Pres: Parvise Danks. King, Highsmith, Arehibald. Davies. Woodmore. Npieer,
Hughes, Knight. Stroud, Chambers. Mace, Smith and Townsend.

Congratulations to the following on their promotion:  Sjts. Hall and Owen, L Cple Danks,
L Cpl. Chambers. Lo Cpl. Day and L Cpl. Leach. Our especial congratulations to 1, Cpl. Palmer.
who was marricd on HthJuly, and to Lo Cpl. Day. who was married on 25th Augnust this vear,

“C" COMPANY

Annual Camp was o great suceess and onee again the Company attendance was sueh that
the Benyvon Bowl tawarded for the highest pereentage attendanee) is back on our piano. The
bowl was ceremonially trooped during a social evening held to say goodbye to our PSSt
Meade.

The Ofticers and Serjeants of the Company held a dinner to mark this oceasion and we
were pleased to weleome Mr, Bate-Jones, ("8 Ms. Stanley and Lane, and our new PS.I. Nt
Middlecote.

The Company sent a contingent to our exercise in the Channel Islands and evervone
enjoyed an interesting if somewhat strennons woeek-cend.

We wish Press Trillow. A0 Do Beekleyv, Shaw. Rogerson and Rosce. who have Joined the
Regular Army. every suecess in their new caveer. As people sav at weddings. their wain is our loss.

We welcome our new recraits and hope that for a little while at least they will not find
the Regular Army too alluring a prospect

Autumn is upon us and we hope that during the winter our activities will result in an even
bigger and more efficient Company',

“D” COMPANY
Since we last wrote our numbers have continued to inerease and our streneth now stanids
at an all-time high of 38,
We are delighted to have with us 2 Lt. Tony Calton. of the Dorsets, who scems to he getting
used to sorting out the sordid condition of our vehicles, Welecome also to Cplo Byles. Pres,
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R. Richardson, Empson, Ball, Stephens, Lee, Tristram. Hawkins. Garaty, Podmore, Isaacs,
Collins. Coxhead and Warburton (our Roger). In addition, family links have brought
Richardson. A.. Rose. Reader, J., and Grainger. D.. to join their brothers.

L 'Cpl. Bolton, M., decided that as his younger brother, L/Cpl. Bolton, R.. was already
in the Company he had to go further to increase our strength and has hecome a proud father.
Our many congratulations to him and Mrs. Bolton.

Also congratulations are due to Cpl. Newdick on being awarded the Territorial Efficiency
Medal. and to Sjt. Howe. Cpl. Taylor and L/Cpls. Tilley and Bolton on their promotions,

The 3-inch Mortars, trained by Capt. Henry Bailey, Sjt. Vaughan and Sjt. Joel, were chosen
to represent the Battalion in the Brigade Competition and we are proud that they won. Much
ceredit to them and especially to L/Cpl. Wood who, due to a last-minute absentee, stepped into
the shoes of the M.F.C'. and carried out his duties perfectly.

Some 37 of us went to camp at Penhale to renew our acquaintance with Penhale Sands
and the night life of Newquay. As is mentioned elsewhere in the Magazine. for the first week
we were split up into cadres but in the second week acted as a skeleton company in the main
exercise. There was always plenty to do and the sun smiled on us, but Major Spackman, who
had recently gained an “A™ on a First Aid course, was seen to glance enviously at the expert
attention given to odd casualties by the professionals,

Immediately after camp Capt. Bailey and Cpl. Byles joined the Battalion Rifle Team at
Bisley and in an exciting contest helped to win the Hamilton Leigh Trophy for the falling plate.
Cpl. Byles qualitied for the T-A. =50" and with other members of the Company did well with
the cash prizes. Soon everyone was involved in rehearals for the Bracknell and Binfield
Carnivals and out of seeming chaos presented demonstrations of an infantry section in the
attack supported by 3-inch mortars. With plenty of smoke. thunderflashes, Verey lights and
blank to lend realism, the attack was impressive and the crowds enjoyed it. with the exception
of one dear lady who was heard to scream at C.S.M. Reader “Fascist!”

However, the demands on our time for the Carnivals interrupted our normal training and
we found ourselves at a slight disadvantage at the Battalion Rifle Meeting. Unfortunately the
date was moved to coincide with the Binfield Carnival, but on the Sunday, in brilliant sunshine,
the Company teams won the Inter-Company, China Cup and falling plate competitions and.
but for a mistake, would have swept the board. Individually, Cpl. Byles won the Stephens Baird
Shoot and, under his expert guidance, his wife won the Ladies’ Shoot. Lt. Long came second
in the Officers Cup and just pipped Cpl. Byles for third place in the Championship. Pte. Ball
won the Recruits Cup, and Pte, Grainger, D., came third.

At the Royal Hampshire Rifle Meeting, Major Spackman. Capt. Bailey, Lt. Long and Cpl.
Byles took part in the Visitors Falling Plate and came second in the Visitors Cup.

Our key and rear parties excelled themselves in Exercise “Kandy™ and while some stayed
behind to help in Exercise “Chard’ the following week-end, 18 of us were fortunate enough
to take part in the Royal Hampshire's invasion of Jersey, Exercise ~Wessex Wade 11", Un-
fortunately. due to limited accommodation we had to travel in different ships. but we all had
a perfect crossing. The exercise will probably be mentioned elsewhere but no account would
be complete without at least a mention of the beautiful girl who, awakened by noise of battle,
hastily dressed in black tights and black sweater and greeted the invasion army. It was a
happy augury for the week-end! But St. Helier had much to offer to compensate for blisters,
and we returned stacked with duty-free cigarettes and happy that we had had an opportunity
to do something different.

Socially, we had a great party after camp in the “Castle Inn™ at Hurst, memorable as the
evening when Roger really let his hair down. With a visit to the Royal Tournament and a Club
outing by steamer from Tower Bridge to Southend and return, our Club funds have taken a
saning. We propose to put this right in the near future, if we can induce the public to twist
in a drill hall more associated with the quadrille.

We are training hard for the Brigade First Aid Competition and in our “spare time™ relax
in the Club which. newly painted and curtained, is really a monument to C.S.M. Reader and
a small band of enthusiastic if unprofessional decorators. headed by Pte. Dance, who in one
mad week-end transtormed it.



In conclusion. our thanks to Capt. Burton-Brown and O Njt. Suteliffe who. as unpaid but
very effective debt collectors. have rounded np the lost sheep and helped to restore our fortunes,
as well as careving ont their normal duties To Lt Cowan for his shouldering the organisation
of more Welsh Walkabouts, to continue the work started by Major Lance. And. finally. to
Mro (ex-C.S MY Binder and Me<o Binder for their dilicence in looking after the Club on drill
nights and club nights in the week,

4th Battalion The Wiltshire Regiment

(Duke of Edinburgh’s) (T.A.)
EDITORIAL

In this number of the Journal we coversinaddition 1o the usual Company notes, two very
successful exeursions across the Channel. The first hy o party from H.Q. Company, retracing
the ground covered by the 4th Battalion through France. Belginm and Germany after the
Normandy landings. The sceond . a Battalion excreise inJersey, C10 Bxereise “White Horse™
from 12th to T4th Octoher, 19620 We hope hoth visits will stimulate training, which is still a
major problem. Though oure fivares show an improvement they are still not suflicient to counter-
act effectively the present rate of discharge. We hring this matter to the notice of readers in
the hope that they will he able to exert their influenee in every corner of the County in order
to step up the rate of recruiting in Wiltshire,

Annual Camp this vear was once again <pent at Okehampton where, in spite of rain and
mist, and two very arduous exercises. the majority managed to enjoy themselves,

Readers will be pleased to know that the Sports Ground in Le Marchant Barracks is onee
again looking as trim and green as ever. It has now heen taken over by the Wiltshire T. & AF.
Association. From funds provided by the Association and the 4th Battalion new equipment
has been purchased. The pavilion wasredecorated and the showersrepaired asa “self-help™ project

Alrcady both the football and hockey ficlds have heen put to good use, the latter by the
Devizes Ladies” Hockey Club. We hope that the ericket square will also be used next year,

[t gives the 4th Battalion great pleasure now to he closely connected with the arrangements
for the annual O.C.AL reunion at Devizes. It is a duty which we feel honoured to perform and
hope that we will he able to improve on onr efforts cach vear,

“A” COMPANY (Salisbury)

Much of the summer period has heen devoted to some small scale recruiting expeditions
to local villages and housing estates in Salisbury. These ventures offer good publicity and if
the many children who show =o mueh interest on these accasions apply to join when they are
grown up, we should need a waiting list 1o accommaodate them!

Everyone knows that the best way to reernit is for members of the Company to bring in
their friends, This is being done most effectively in areas particularly outside the City, but
a little more effort nearer our doorstep would help us get to the “heart of the matter”. A fow
additions to our strength in the more populated areas would he very gratifving.

Camp this year was once again at Okchampton and is reported elsewhere in this issue.
It is sufficient to say that much useful training was achieved and the little hardship and
endurance experienced on Dartmoor was also a very good test of temper. This was the last
camp for Capt. Hyslop. who has commanded the Company sinee Major Hart vetived. He
himself relinguishes command in favonr of Capt. Hoare, who has jnst Joined the Company
from “B” Company.

We also welcome Lt. K. Moore, who is fast adapting himself to infantry work.  His
experience on the MUT. side will be of mueh value in the tuture,

Drill hall training this autumn continues apace and the newly acquired shinty set has
already provided some lively sport. We must got <ome more practice in before challenging other
Companies, and perhaps it ix this that has prompted the Brigade First Aid Competition?

Qur next social date i< on 26th October. when we join with the Yeomaney and Clah members
with the object of a good night ot and the apportunity of getting to know our neighbours hetter.,
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“B” COMPANY (Warminster)

Since the last issue of this Journal there have been many changes in the Company. In the
first place, Major Pickford and Capt. Hoare have left us; we wish them both good fortune
in their new posts, and we weclome Major Hill and congratulate him on his promotion.

The shooting season has not been without its rewards. We gave H.Q. Company a good
run for their money in the Battalion Practice Shoot and showed them how to do it on the actual
day. Besides this we came seventh in the All England T.A. Small-bore Match and managed
to capture the .22 Inter-Company Trophy.

Recruiting has played an important part in our programme. The Drill Hall at Westbury
has now been reopened, thanks to the untiring efforts of our late P.S.1.. Sjt. Simpson, and the
Senior N.(.0s. of the Company. We are all extremely grateful to Sjt. and Mrs. Simpson for
the time and effort that they devoted to getting this contingent under way.
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“B" Company, 4th Wiltshire Regiment (T.A.)
Display of Trophies

It can hardly be said that the Mob week-end at Tilshead can be considered as intensive
training, but the monthly initiative tests instigated by Major Hill promise to get the hest out
of everyone taking part. even if this is only to dispel the mistaken impression that we do
nothing else but shoot!

Our congratulations to Mrs. Howard on having caught him— at last!

We are sorry to hear of the various family illnesses in the Company and we send our best
wishes to all concerned, hoping to see them ““fighting fit” soon.

Finally. we extend a welcome to our new P.S.I. Sjt. Roberts, and we wish him many
happy and hard-working days with this Company.
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“C" COMPANY (Chippenham)

We did mueh at Annual Caomp this vear which will e remembered for a very long time.
We all know Davtmoor vers well now and have the satisfaction of knowing that we can cross
the dreaded bogs without sinking further than up to the armpits’ The chaps in the Company
tackled thi< very well. hut they <oon found that more practice in cooking would he an advantage,
However we all came home fitter than when we went to camp,

At this yvear's Battalion Rifle Mecting we did not vepeat the suceess which we had last
years hut onee again our voung soldicrs did very well in winning the Young Soldiers Falling
Plate and LM.G. competitions. We were pleased 1o see the more senior soldiers win the Infer-
Company NSM.C Competition. The final position was that the Company came cqual second
with “B™ Company in the overall placings. We look forward to doing hetter next vear and
regaining the championship,

We congratulate Lt Dy Marris on being runner-up in the Pistol Competition, and C.Q M8,
Rogers on heing ronner-up to the Battalion Tndividual Champion Shot.

It is with regret that we vecond the death of Pre. 1% Hand ax the result of a fatal rod
accident in-July. Pat Hand. one of the older members of the Company. having served for almost
eight years, waxa great character, always full of fun. hut his keenest interest was in motor eveling
and he was o member of the Battalion motor evele team on many oceasions in Ay Champion-
ship Trials,

We comgratulate Lo W RO AL Kivke on his marviage, and we weleome to the Conmpany
2 Lt PoJackson with the promise of mueh hard work, and hope that he will enjoy it for many
vears. We congratulate LCplo Hyde on his promotion as MT. N0,

Ninee camp Pres Wilkes, Buckle. Rogers and Bickerstaff have joined the Company as recriits,

“D” COMPANY (Swindon)

On the whole the last twelve months saw a steady improvement within the Company,
both from the point of view of numbers and standard of Craining. The follow g were welcomed
mto the Company: Presc Allatt, Boulton, Mathews. Palmer and Stagy.

We were very unfortunate to lose Capt. Conrtman. who has moved to Devon. hut we
welcome L. Smiles. who will command the Marlhorough Platoon.

The Company is taking a full part in Battalion activities such as the Duke of Idinbureh's
Trophy training. and we hope to be represented in the team.  Exereise “Normandy™ provided
many of the yvoung soldicrs with their first view of the Continent and the week-end proved
both interesting and enjovahle to all conceerned.

Annual Camp at Okehampton was not as well attended as it might have heen. but those
who did attend. in particular the Younger soldiers acquitted themselves well especially during
the arduous Brivade exercise,

There have heen two Company excreises. hoth of which were suecesstul, The first . a patrolling
exercise, took place on Salishury Plain and tested both stamina and a knowledge of the COTPiLSS,
The second was an advance to contact exercise in the Cotswalds.

Shooting this vear =cems to have improved. 2 Lio Rvan, Pres, Summerhay<. Murray and
Watson won the Young Soldiers” Sten Gun Competition. and the general classification resuli <
were better than PreVIOns vears,

The new PSSt Holloway . has settled in oand s already making his presence felt
amongst us. 2 Lto Ryvan and Pre. Dorington were marricd in July s onr congratulations to
both of them. =it Smith won the forced mareh competition for the second vear in sucecession.
and our Company also won the tug of war competition.

Whilst it is true to say that there has heen anotable advanee duving the past vear, there
s still room for much further improvement. especially in the mattors of recruiting arnd vetting
down to really serious fraining.

HEADQUARTER COMPANY (Devizes)
Autumn ix on ns and winter approaches as these notes are committed to paper. but what
asuceesstul summer we have had and what an interesting and suecesstul winter we hope to have!
Camp in Okehampton for the thivd time in ten years was eertainly a camp with a difference.,
It was difhicult at times 1o know just how many units were inocamp owith uscand while every



attempt was made to ensure that the training was plentiful and interesting, it wasn’t until
we took the field on Exercise “Dragon Rampant’™ that the Company showed its true worth.
All ranks acquitted themselves admirably in the most difficult and trying conditions and it is
a matter of some pride, especially when the youth and inexperience of some of our members
is taken into account, to know that they made a considerable impression on the P.S.Is. whose
ideas as to the capabilities of T.A. soldiers up to this time had been somewhat limited. The
camp will be remembered for a long time as one of the hardest but most worthwhile,

Since camp our time has mainly been concerned with routine training to ensure the firing
of range courses, ete., and of course the many and varied activities which go to make up the
T.A. training cycle. It is a matter of duty to the members of this Company that whenever a
Battalion activity is in progress then there shall be members of the Company involved. In
making this statement, it is desired to stress the fact that all members of the Company are
encouraged to take part in shooting, Duke of Edinburgh’s Trophy training, football, cross
country running or motor cycling, to mention a few: but all too often it is found that the same
men are training for all of these activities, a position we hope to alter as soon as possible. It is
generally thought that because H.Q. Company is the administrative Company they are reluctant
to take part, or may not be sufficiently encouraged to take part, in any one particular pursuit.
This is not so, and the result is that they are to be found in all activities.

While mention is made elsewhere in this Journal, the Company’s trip to North-West Europe
cannot be omitted from these notes. We are proud of the fact that certainly for the first time
in this unit. and so far as we can ascertain, the Territorial Army, a group of T A. soldiers has
made an organised trip of the N.W. Kuropean Battlefields, following the route of the 4th and
Hth Battalions of the Regiment in 1944-45.

H.Q. Company, 4th Wiltshire Regiment (T.A.)
Champion Company, Battalion Rifle Meeting, 1962
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[t is significant that this trip should have emanated from the Company and our thanks
are recorded to the organisers of the most suceesstul tour. Talk is even now centering round a
possible tour of Austria and Italy. but for the time heing at least this must remain within the
bounds of talk.

Now to mention personalities. We have to recond the departure of our P81 wha has
served us admirably duving these past two vears, and our good wishes go with CXM. Barrow
on his return to Ist DUSR.R. and to Mes. Barrow and the children. We wish at the same
time to extend a hearty welcome to CS M, Fo B Young and his wife and family © we are sure
CSM. Young will leave no stone unturned to maintain the high standard set hy his predecessor.
CI8jt. Sheppard. who has heen withdrawn from the Company to scrve in Battalion Headgnarters
(though not leaving the Company). has been replaced hy Njt, M. Davis on heing promoted to
C/Serjeant. We offer him our hearty congratulations, also to Sjt. Wallace and 1, Cpl. Penny.
who have heen promoted to Serjeant and L Corporal vespectively. Nmong our new arrivals
we welcome Sjt. Haney, RAP.CLand Sjt. Butt, RADMCL and we hope they will settle down
well with us. There are a number of younger men who are welcomed also. though too numerous
to mention by name. We are glad to have them with us and are sure that they will like the life
when they know more about it. We should. however. mention Ptes. Noyes and Randall, hoth
of whom have served a Regular engagement and hoth of whom have served in this unit hefore.
They are most welcome recoveries,

The Corps of Drums i still Hourishing but we ean do with more reeruits. We have taken
on three in the last three months but we have lost Boys Cripps and Dufall to the Regalar Army:
they go with our very good wishes for the future and we look forward to secing them while on
leave. While it may not be generally acknowledged, we encourage recruiting for the Regular
Army in this Company and are very pleased at the suceesses we have had in the past and are
confident of more successes in the future,

The Corps is now looking forward to a number of engagements in company with the Band
and will be operating in Swindon for the Remembranee Day Parade this year.

With the coming of winter our <ocial season is ahead of us, and we are looking forward to
the scasonal activities which arise at Christmas and the New Year: hut more of this in the nest
ssuc. In the meantime we continue with our main object in life. which is to further the interest s
of our Regiment,

SIGNAL PLATOON

Our chief memorics of camp are a series of astonishing exercises.  We manpacked sets
over vast distances on Dartmoor in ey winds, though we were more fortunate than some.
having acquired on loan A 4ls which were much lichter than the 62 sets. Pte. Adams kept
up the morale with an unending supply of jokes, ete. At “stand 107 during one hitter exereise,
the RS.M.. heing somewhat reduced to a normal volume of specch undoubtedly cansed by the
weather conditions. found the Nignal Platoon convulsed with laughtor.

The Battalion Practice Rifle Mecting astonished evervone, including ourselves. when the
Trowbridge contingent won the Falling Plate Competition for which a harrel of heer was given.
Such eynical phrases as “donkeys and carrots™ were to be heard, but nevertheless we managed
to pull it off again at the Battalion Rifle Meeting proper. this time winning the cup.

The “Mob.” week-end took place on Tth to 16th September, 19620 when Sjt Gunning.,
accompanied by the stalwart few, worked most of the Friday night Tayving lines from Battalion
H.Q. to Company Offices. This was very useful training for us since we have not carrvied ot
such training for a considerable time,

We welcome all new comrades 1o our Platoon. and hope they will enjov their {raining
which will ultimately lead to them being classified signallers by next Spring.

M.T.

It is with the deepest regret we report the death of Ple. (7Pat™) Hand, who dicd as
result of a road accident at Chippenham. He was a member of =(7 Company M.T. Section,
also the Battalion Motor Cyele Trials team. A man of great character and cheerfulness, he will
be missed very much by us all.



The Battalion exercise to Normandy gave drivers the opportunity to practise with L.C.Ts.,
loading and unloading of vehicles. We hope our standard was not judged by the performance
of a certain 1-ton vehicle (not showing the 51 sign) which had to be rescued on two ocecasions!

We will not forget the look of relief on the face of a certain officer when he arrived at Le
Marchant Barracks from Marchwood to see no vehicles on the square. Relief soon turned to
despair when he was told everybody else had dispersed. We can only assume that he did not
check the route card!

Our Annual Camp at Okehampton gave us a good opportunity to prove that we could
walk as well as drive. Drivers soon adapted themselves to the call of “Nets on”” and “Shovels
out”: this they did very energetically. Great enthusiasm was shown when A" Ech. was attacked
by we don't know who (though we did hear rumours from Brigade H.Q.). It will never be known
how C.Q.M.S. Winslade escaped the net!

L/Cpl. Stuart has now left our Civilian Permanent Staff to take employment elsewhere.
He still remains with the Battalion in his T.A. capacity, so will be available to drive Defence
Platoon vehicles. We welcome Mr. Randall to our Civilian Permanent Staff and hope his stay
will be a long and happy one.

The A.D.M.E. inspection is again with us, and the Permanent Staff are working tremendously
hard to ensure we maintain our very high standard. We also appreciate the help from Company
M.T. Sections on this occasion.

BAND

Although having crossed our fingers for a fine weather camp, having had previous
experience of the elements of Okehampton, we cannot say, in the words of L /Cpl. Titcombe (the
Band humourist), that the weather was “salubrious”. We remember a mention of this word
before!

Again, as in previous years, we thank the R.S.M. for his fatherly interest in our well-being
and deportment, i.e. R.S.M.’s parades, and can truthfully add that we enjoyed them.

We also proudly report the honour conferred upon us when being entrusted with the
custody of the camp during the absence of the Battalion on their two-day exercise, in carrying
out Battalion Quarter Guard, and congratulate our two N.C.Os., Cpl. Bryant and L/Cpl.
Lubieniecki, upon their volunteering (or did they?) to do the duty of Guard Commander twice
running!

On the occasion of our last visit to Okehampton we gave a band concert at the Old People’s
Homes and it gave us great pleasure to receive an invitation from the Matron and Committee
to give another performance. Mention should be made of an impromptu item given by Cpl.
Wilson (piano) and the Band choir in their rendering of the “old-time” songs which was
undoubtedly the hit of the programme. For a modest fee Companies may engage their choir
for their social evenings!

Our return from camp saw us, together with our Drummer friends, once again Beating
the Retreat on the Depot square on the occasion of the Old Comrades’ Reunion, and it was
pleasing to receive praise from many of the “old sweats” to our smartness and bearing, un-
doubtedly due to the R.S.M.’s parades at camp.

It gave us great pleasure to perform at Brigadier Wort’s garden party upon his becoming
President of the Devizes Branch of the Old Comrades’ Association. We remember the interest
he always took in the Band during his tour as Commanding Officer. We also remind our two
clarinet players. Cpl. Wilson and L/Cpl. Titecombe, that their instruments are issued to them
for the purpose of making music and should not be used as cushions for their chairs. Tf sat
upon they are liable to break at the seams. But take comfort: you are not the first to make this
mistake!

We extend a warm welcome to Ptes. Powell and Steel, trombone and saxophone respectively,
and we hope their stay with us will be a long and happy one. We still require more players
and can assure them of a happy comradeship.

In conclusion. congratulations to L/Cpl. Lubieniecki on receiving his well deserved second
tape, and to Bdsm. Titcombe and Hill upon promotion to L/Corporal; also to Sjt. Ernie Smith
upon his becoming a grandpa for the second time.
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Q.M. DEPARTMENT

Major JoWo Harrowing has now departed and sought refuge at the Wessex Brigade Depot.
We await with interest a report on the gastronomical delights he will undoubtediy produce
as a result of his " A" grading on his Messing Officer’s course. We offer him our congratulations
on attaining his majority and wonder if this will have any “major™ bearing on his endeavours
to produce the runner hean to heat all runner heans,

Capt. R G Tomkins has now finally settled in our midst after a Heeting visit during our
period of annual camp at Okehampton. This venue was instrumental in causing a further
change in our personnel. m that My, Jones has now departed to carn his living at Salishury,
That <omething was atoot bheeame obvious when, on our return from Okchampton. the said
worthy would depart cach Friday on the dot and return the following Monday in a somewhat
dubious state of well-heing. We were assured that this was due 1o the strain of hiteh-hiking
to Okchampton and back. His eventual departure to Salishury was caused. we understand,
by the residence of acertain lady from Devon and it is rumoured that the hanns are due any
moment. Fortunately: Mre. Churehill. unabashed by this reduction in staff. continued to cope
in_ his novmal unrated manner until a replacement was found.,  This vacancey has now heen
filledd by Mr. Holdforth. erstwhile Clerk Storeman at H.Q. Company. Devizes, who is now
established axa clerk. We welcome him and hope his stay is long and pleasant.

It will he of interest no doubt to mention that Messes. “Willic and Bert™ are still with us.
and that the standard and frequeney of their “hrews™ remain unaltered,

The playing ticlds. for <o Tong unused. have now taken on a new lease of life, but this will
no doubt be recorded elsewhere. However, in the course of the Crejuvenation phase” the (2L
was saddled with the responsibility of putting the pavilion shipshape (at no cost to the public
or-anyene clse, natmally). With a QM inherent or acquired lack of conscienee, he sueceeded
in obtaining all the necessary clectrical cquipment for interior lighting, having previously noted
that the ceiling roses were fitted. hut pendants. lampshades. ete. missing, The next reqguiremnent
was for a master tradesman to carey out the eleetrical fitting and here the need was readily
met in the guise of Sjt Wardingham.  The work was duly completed and all that remained
was for the clectric hulbs to be supplicd and the “switeh-on™ ceremony could take place. That
morning an insidious rumour was “eurrent”. Although the pavilion was wired mternally when
it was originally built. it was more in hope than anvthing else. for the supply was never laid
on to the building. And <o it remains. to this day.

Quod crat dosprrandum!

COMMUNIST GUERILLAS ROUTED IN JERSEY

Whenever Autumn approaches the Hh Battalion scem to he involved in some sort of
politico military incident. and this year proved no exceeption,

The normal East-West world tension had recently lared into several acts of auuression.,
which ranged from China advancing into Northern India and Tndo-China. Bussia advaneing
into Caba. to the inundation of the West Countey of England by profusion of Chinese restanrant s
which could only have a very sinister portent.

One of the patterns of this agaression has bheen the infilt ration by guerilla forees into many
islands hitherto helonging to the West. The Channel Islands had heen invaded carlv in Octoher,
1962, and although the regular garvisons had pesisted st ronglyv. reinforeements were wanted
at once, The Regular Army was fully engaged as usual. and it was fortunate that the 44h
Battalion hal had a vecent Mobilization excreise and were therefore ready for anything. On
10th Octoher the Commander of 129 Brigade sent for the C.O. of 4 Wilts and told him that the
sttuation in Jersey was very grime It was necessary to send the Battalion at onee to reinforee
the Island. and ax the airficld there was overrun, they wonld have to go by seain HNLS, Plorer
and Rempart. The Communists. who seemed to e mainly Mongolians lod by Furopeans. had
captured several armoured cars from the Garrison and were using these 1o advantage. They
had no other vehicles except commandecred ones and were a mixture of soldiers and sailors
who had been landed by submarines. The (L0, of 4 Wilts was told 1o report himself to the
Garrison Commander. and no doubt his orders would be to wipe out the CHONLY a8 S00m as
possible.On these sketehy terms the Battalion sent an advance party forward to Jersey an
[Tth October and the main party followed up on 12th October,
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The dawn landing was achieved and the marching troops married up with their vehicles
in St. Helier, and then worked their way in the half-light round to Noirmont Point in the south
of the Island, which was still in our hands. A quick reorganisation, and a splendid breakfast
of eggs, sausages, bacon and “char”™ was produced by the Quartermaster and caten in a howling
gale. The Battalion's orders were to advance from the south tip of the Island to the north,
clearing the guerillas as they went. Intelligence reports indicated that strong opposition was
liable to be met in the area of the racecourse. the coastal plain and the plateau of Millais. The
Battalion was organised on a two-company group hasis with the Recce Platoon in operation
on the flanks. They advanced by foot on two separate axes and, after shaking out for three or
four miles, D" Company. on the right, was ambushed by a fierece Mongolian group of approxi-
mately 20. A platoon attack was required to clear this opposition, and the advance continued.

Meanwhile the Reconnaissance Platoon had surprised an enemy armoured car and had
captured it. There were casualties on both sides, and it was fortunate that a section of 1209 Field
Ambulance was with us. On reaching the dune area of the golf and race courses, the enemy,
who appeared to be undisciplined, directed a fusillade of fire at the advancing sections, This
disclosed several of their positions and it was possible for both Companies to launch separate
attacks on to the area. A running fight ensued. and after a couple of hours the arca was cleared
completely.

A quick reorganisation was followed by an advance of “A™ Company on the coastal plain
and “D" Company along the high ridge. Good time was made by the Battalion, who for this
venture had been reinforced by cadets of the C.C.F. Marlborough College and Dauntsey’s
School. The enemy were, in fact, represented by a squadron of the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry
and 40 Jersey Sea Cadets. They made a formidable group of about 80 strong.

At mid-day it was possible for “A” Echelon to produce a hot meal and bring it forward
for the Companies. [t was unfortunate that “D” Company was attacked during their meal.
but they were able to drive off the guerillas without the loss of a dixie!

The Battalion pushed on and reached the escarpment of Mont du Vallet. The Battalion
C.0., Major Drew, had gone forward with his “R" Group and his Battery Commander from
“R” Battery, 299 Field Regiment, to make a plan for the final clearance of the high ground.
It was evident that the guerillas had taken up a position defending Grosnez Castle and it was
decided to put in a full scale Battalion attack with artillery support to wipe them out. The
attack was across gorse land and disused rifle ranges and so there was plenty of cover for
infantrymen. The attack began at 1500 hours and was carried out with great dash by the
Clompanies. who had marched by this time for a distance of at least 15 miles. Fire and movement
was carried out and there was a liberal use of 2-inch mortar smoke. Needless to say the enemy
were completely routed and a reorganisation was carried out near the castle.

At this stage some newspaper reporters mentioned that a large fire had started to our rear
and it is true to say that the proceedings had to be quickly reorganised so that the fire. which
had inadvertently been started by the smoke bombs, could be put out. The enemy and ourselves
joined in this with gusto, but after an hour the Jersey Fire Brigade had to be alled to our
assistance. This was an unfortunate end to an otherwise very successful exercise, but it is an
end to which many of us are now accustomed!

The aim of the exercise had been to practise a limited amphibious operation and to
co-operate with the Royal Navy and with elements of as many of our affiliated Regiments
as possible. The tactical side was aimed at practising deployment and Company and Battalion
attacks. Although this was a tall order, it can safely be said that much of it was achieved in
the limited time at our disposal. The change of scenery and the different setting of the exercise,
and the co-operation of so many different units, all helped to make the week-end a tremendous
SUCCOSS,

OFFICERS’ MESS

Okehampton Camp is by now a familiar venue to most of us but, thanks to a lot of re-
equipping, the amenities have improved beyond all recognition. Unfortunately we did not
have time really to appreciate them!

Two CGuests Nights were held. The Brigade Commander and Brigade Major were our
guests on the first occasion and, at the second, Regimental friends, including the Colonel of the
Regiment, our Honorary Colonel, and Lt.-Colonels Gilson and Ballantine.
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The Mess in Le Marchant Barracks is now fully established and we have had several
suceesstul functions,

On the 30th June we dined out Richard Oldfield and Jim Harrowing. who have left us
for Cyprus and Excter respectively. We are grateful to them both for all the hard work they
have done on our hehalf, We also offer onr congratulations to them bhoth: To Richard for
becoming the father of a son horn in Cyprus on 7th October, 1962 (we hear he already has his
father’s figure!): to Jim. on his promotion.

In their places we welcome John Stone. recently returned from Ghana. and Roy Tomkins
from the Ist Battalion.

The Quarterly Cocktails and Buffet Luncheons are proving very popular. Many old friends
attended on Sunday, 24th June, during the O.C A, week-end. and on Sunday. 30th September,
after the 4 5th Battalion’s Annual Dinner,

In conclusion we congratulate Bill Hill on his promotion to Major. and Tony Kirke and
David Ryan on their marriages. Incidently, we gather there is a spate of weddings due i the
New Year.

Newcomers to the Mess are Peter Jack=on, Kevin Moore, Peter Smiles and Alan Pettitt.
We trust this influx of voung bhlood will eontinue.

SERJEANTS’ MESS

In our last notes we stated that a fully furnished and well-stocked Mess was to e opened
in Le Marchant Barracks. Devizes, This is now a reality and we are pleased to report that a
house warming party was held on 21t July. Present and past Mess members attending the
0.C. A week-end were warm in their praise of the new accommodation and made full use of it
R.SDM. Hawe and a small band of volunteers from Devizes have put in a lot of hard work to
make our “new home” comfortable, and we have heen most fortunate in receiving a very
sympathetic and generous hand from the Wiltshive T. & A F. Association. The new Mess is
to be open on week-ends and probably a day in mid-week. We hope that all members and
ex-members will make full use of it

At the time of preparation of these notes the Duke of Edinburgh's Trophy team are going
flat out and the Mess representatives are to be seleeted from Njt. Davis, CSjt. Fenner, Sjt
MeIntosh and Sjt. Rodwell. George Donkin, the PUTULL is aiming to get them down to 14 minutes
tor the three miles: and if anyone can talk them into doing it. George is the man! In addition
to slimming down our Trophy team, he is persuading a number of the Mess members to enter
the football trials with the T_A. Cup in view. and Sjt. Holloway. our Swindon PS8 1., has caught
hix eye. C.NM. Tony Tirrell has also emerged as a very agile goalkeeper. Come to think of it.
if we could only get a few more to put their Jugs down we might even produee a team!

Under the National Parks anid Access to the Countryside Act, that part of Devon known
as Dartmoor is open to the public, Higher authority decided that we should have a look at it
this year. We had a good look at it! We serambled all over it. fell in it. lost and found things
i it, and ate parts of it! For an Annual Camp Dartmoor is not everyone's cup of tea. hut it
is an excellent. tough training ground and even now, months after, we still laugh at the plight
some of us were in when we moved to take this or that tor. But on occasions we were able 1o
savour the delights of good old friendly Okehampton. and once again the Police were invited
to a Mess social and we believe they thoroughly enjoved themselves,

As the major unit at the Southern Command Battle Camp we had the pleasure of acting
as hosts to H.Q. 129 Infantry Brigade, 129 Field Ambulance, 120 Infantry Workshops, RUEME.
341 Signal Squadron. and "R Battery. 209 Regiment R.A. (T.A.). Even with our large numbers
we did very well, and we must add that the facilities of the camp were much improved an our
earlier camyp visit in 1958,

Although it is a good step from Wiltshire a number of wives hraved the trip through
Honiton and the Excter By-pass to be with their husbands for the middle week-end of camp
and were accommodated in the town. Another social evening was held, when we were delighted
to have as guests the Glosters and a few members of 72 Independent Company, W.R.A (. This
was particularly pleasant for one or two of our attached members as their wives were Serving
with the W.R.A.C, Company.

S



Departures from the Mess are P.S.Is., C.S.M. Barrow, Sjt. Ron Simpson and Sjt. Eric
Skinner. They return to the 1st Battalion and are replaced from 1 D.E.R.R. by C.S. M. Young.
Sjt. Roberts and Sjt. Dunscombe, respectively. New Mess members are Sjt. Griffin, newly
promoted in € Company, Chippenham, and R.A.P.C. Sjts. Wallace and Haney. Our con-
gratulations on their promotion go to C.S.M. Crawley of Chippenham, C/Sjt. “Doc™ Rogers also
of Chippenham. C/Sjt. M. Davies of Devizes, and the aforementioned Sjts. Wallace of Devizes
and Griftin of Chippenham.

Writing of departures, ete., reminds us that we saw George Butcher, formerly P.8.1. with
us at Trowbridge, at our Annual Rifle Meeting. George has finished his Colour Service but
cannot resist the uniform and is doing his stuff with the Royal Berkshires. In his civilian
capacity George is something of a Nat Gouldian character. He tells us that as a security officer
with a well-known Lambourn racing stable, he has access to Tattersalls and is on lucrative
nodding terms with several famous trainers and jockeys. He could probably explain to us (the
uninitiated) the account we recently saw: “Edwina Black never promised and Little Miss Muffet
was mastered close home by Mr, Hasty™!

With autumn upon us we look forward to socials and inevitably the Mess Ball.

SHOOTING

Although the shooting team did not win any major prizes at the Divisional Meeting or
Bisley they gave a good account of themselves, and will no doubt live on to shoot another year.

The most successful part of the shooting season was the