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FOREWORD BY THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

Since the last issue the Battalion has completed yet
another emergency tour in Northern Ireland where our
Soldiers performed with distinction in  particularly
adverse conditions. Their tour was greatly enhanced
by the visit of The Colonel in Chief, details of which
appear later in the Journal. Following their safe return
they quickly became immersed in the task of retraining
for the Air Mobile role which has kept them fully
occupied ever since.

It was with great disappointment that we received
the news on July 23rd that the Regiment would be
required, once more, to amalgamate. It was not
altogether surprising as our recruiting performance
over the past decade has begn unable to keep pace with
the need to sustain the Batt 1 examination o
our future potential gave no

The die is cast and we
sister, West Country Regi
Battalion, by good fortune
Battalion in Catterick Camp
merging of two equal partner:
being prepared to compromi

Regimental Gazette

Regimental Notes

Regimental Museum

resulting Regiment can look to the future with
confidence and determination as well as with great
pride in its past history. General Grist, the Colonel of
the Glosters and | have the responsibility of ensuring
that the numerous decisions and plans that are
required to be made before April 1994 are achieved
and seen to be in the best interests of the future
Regiment.

I must make it quite clear that we are not in any way
abandoning our past. The Royal Berkshires, the
Wiltshires and the Duke of Edinburgh’s have earned
their place in history by their gallant service and
sacrifice and they will continue to be as important in
the future as they have been up to this time. The
Associati 1 i members” interests will
ff at The Wardrobe.
Regimental members up
v occur. May | take this
¢ who have written to me
much welcomed advice
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about

As you re well aware serving ifthe F
job It's a waytof litefSaj itS notsUvpr
leaving. many people feelas thoughtheyteihgh s

P il R e deferice land i part
PEDRIE wilh Imiled spare fime

like a fish out of water \n-=any one year Fhe minimuny thist we
But thergs no negdforyouto feel this way s as.a.member Bithe lagependeant 1A
perfectly possible forVOUO'kEED up with old friends b _weekends, a twowWeek Sumner [Carr

make use of the UmIQUENSKINS you ve acquired and weekday even TESEERSING
make a vital gontrbution o the nations defence into

specialist we  ask “gnly

Yop<tan oniibule 35 mugh {ime

table
yOu war

15k that
omplete

and som:

the bargain 15 days traiming and

How” Simply by becoming 3 member of the two weekends
Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army And, as a
and represent a significant part of our commitment member af the
to NATC HSF. 6 to 1(

There are three optians open o you laystraining and

Firstly. you can join one of the Terntorial Army one evering per
Independent Units based in the TAVRA region in whict month In return you will receive payment equivalent t
you have decided to settle An ideal route for those the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an annua
eaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments tax free bonu

Secondly, if you are leaving a Corps, you could F you would like more information about how you
retain your capbadge and become a member of either can slay in the swim of things, write to the address
an Independent Unit or a TA Specialist Unit In either below giving details of which option you are interested
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you n, your current age and address, your intended county
have learned ' residence, and of the regiment you have left or

Thirdly. you could join the HSF, which fulfils a vital are leaving

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BS1 3YX
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Colonel of the Regiment
Brigadier W.A. Mackereth ADC psc ph

Comd 160 Bde

Brigadier
G Coxon CBE odc (US) PSE  .ovnrerssmsmanemommisisnonsbasiosnsitilf SBLSO Abu Dhabi
Lieutenant Colonel
AC. Kenway PsC  onmsessssavers ; "OBATAU Bulford
T.M.A. Daly psc jsdc ph ... b o o MODD Def(OR)(for Ce
S.W.J. Saunders BSc psc ... b A AATT Zimbabwe (|
D.J.A. Stone ps¢  ...coceeveeinns % b Sl A Commanding Offic
G B o [ UV [— : -— Project Off
M.). Comwell MBE 5q ......... 8% o b, b\ POty

v
Major ’
A. Briard aic sq(W) ..............8..
R.B. Paddison sq .................8.. N .
A.P.B. Lake psc odc (BE) .... R@uge
J.L. Silvester sq  .ccuccvniia JUES e e
B.R.F. Franklin BSc sq % 1 &% 0
N.J. Walker 8q ........coocco.... S [ 1
P.E. O'R-B Davidson Houston BSc
S.E. Bowkett BA (Hons) .......0.. e e
5.G. Cook PSC  cuiisiticsessnsss. E. 5
J.J. Edmonds ...........cce...... S 9 =
J.M.C. Rylands psc ............ W =
N.M. Smith BA ................ SSCEE
P.C. Tomlinson psc¢ ........ :
R.N. Wardle ps¢ ...........
F.D.F, Drury BSc psc .........§
R. Allen BSc (Econ) psc (AUS
KUT. Halgh pst.  cawmsassiocs )
G.P. Barlow MBE ............. NSNS AT S=m e HQ 19 Inf Bde
P.Y. King BA pse (CAN) wsissnmssrmmivemmmmsamsssmmmimss MOD ACDS (Prog)
T DTHAPE et s oy R SR R I'st Battalion
Captain
B DBVIS, o rermmmmmmdnriabne disn s sttt l s oo Malaysian Staff College
JLNIRBRBA, | comnsssmiammssmaemsmmcns T A s A A e e HQ NI (for RMCS Shrivenham)
W HIC, WilS0n BBE  ivisismamssm s viomisess mmhsssasuesmmisais HQ UKLF
F.J. Chedham (Acting MaJOT) ..icousevrmsissmamsimmessmmammmes Ist Battalion
PDENNIS: o ovns i i i i e s AR R o I'st Battalion
SCDLIGEAY: crtsinnessnmiomran s R R e s 15t Battalion
CS. PErRiInEHSE | oot A e e Adjutant Ist Battalion
AT SmAllBone BA .uvicoiinbimmeis e snssas fomvinsss | st Battalion
GJ K. Brown BSE(EeON)! s s sossmas s s i s o I st Battalion
AP K. Fontana BSC  ooivonimmmss s v piisnmma mss s s I'st Battalion
NS, BIalph .. vomnnceomensssinvigiisnemrmmbmasssiyisiivtyamsumg 4Regt AAC
P.R. Flavell BSc (HONS) ....ocoiiiiiiiiiinnniirninieiiniaanes Ist Battalion



WARMINSTER
SCHOOL

Coeducational,
Day and Boarding
5 to 18 years old
500 pupils

Warminster provides continuity of

education across the full age range
within a small. fdendly community.
Small class sizes tfacilities: f—

Prospectus can froni

Warminster Scho 18
Church Street, Warmij
Wiltshire BA12 8PJ

Telephone: (0985) 213038

DON’T SAY GO
SAY HELLO.

t you're about to leave thelSefvié

Civvy Street could be as d.l-,{r_mﬁ}ng;.‘as:-' g Afte

you've got to resettle, makéé_ngw i Ay rake

on a new life - '
Why not say hello 1o [h Legion. Wecan

be a great help by prov ith the past and a

friendly social environme rLng. and. recreauonal.

facilives for people with ckgrounds to your own l

And, of course, your membership will ensire that
we're always there to help ex-servicemen
and women in need.

Far details of membership or more {
information about the work of The Royal
Briush Legion please send off the coupon, |

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Please send me details on

Becoming a member of The Royal British Legion |

The benevolent work of The Royal British Legion

Send to. The National Recruiting Officer, Headquarters,
The Royal Britush Legion, 48 Pall Mall, London SW1 5)Y.

Name = =
Address

Postcode __

ABINGDON SCHOOL
ABINGDON
OXFORDSHIRE

O0X14 1DE.

(0235) 531755

AN INDEPENDENT BOARDING. WEEKLY BOARDING
AND DAY SCHOOL FOR JS0 BOYS

Entry trom primary school ar 11, trom
prep schools at 13

Up 1o 20 Sixth Form places available each vear.

All-round educaton 1o umversity entrance level
some 85% of all pupils go on 1o higher educauon.

* Fine orchestral and choral music, art and drama

* (ratt, de ntormaton technology
*SITOnE ugbv. rowing. cricket
: y uckey
“Ma BSpirts and other actvities
E L ASSISTHD PLACES AND SCHOO!
QA IPSAND BURSARIES ARE AVAII ABLI-

€ Sthools proud of s long-standing
links with) D.E.R. R

guiries t thefAdmissions Secretary.

1O YOU
FOR HELF

N Guie o

Kenya, Malaya Aderf
e 0 Lo o 1
o wheie pedue ¢
Now disabled and main| > —
Nust ook [0 you for help Please help -
by helping our Association -
BLESMA lpoks after the limbless
tram all the Services 1 he ps o
overcome the shock of o ng 4rms
arlegs or an eye And. tor the severely
hanadicapped 1t grovides Residenna
Homes whers they can live in pRACE
ind d

grity

Help the disabled by heiping
BLESMA with a donation now or 4 THE FIRST STEP
egacy in the future We promise you arecent n
that not ane penny will be wasted bgouble arl';gl?l:eg

PLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO GAVE

Give fa those who gave — please
4
g BLESAME Ml Baok PLE GO West Sruthhada o,

BLESMA

BRITISH LIMBLESS
EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION
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Lieutenant

GiR W GHEEN BSC  sumvimms s vuins sy asabs s sasissnssass JIB Shorncliffe
R.I G PieeteBE, inamsciiasii st g e Ist Battalion
A 1 0 e B | st Battalion
KM, SAYEES BEC  ounveimos siimmennt cosansmaniod spmsmas sows simbind Depot PofW Div
I - Ty e 1 st Battalion

Second Lieutenant
R RMAS
-0 LT 0 o o ) PSR 1st Battalion

Regular (LE)

Major W.R. Stafford MBE ..., QMIAdJ! Brmoi UuoTC
Major S.J. Venus MBE ... - o cesmeEE : i Inta

Major R.G. Hicks MBE ...

Major P.J. Mullings MBE
Captain R.R. Luckwell ........0 b
Captain A M. Tumer ..........5

Captain
M.J). Lister BSc ..oononmassi] ;
R.C. Boulter BEng (Hons)
D.J. Gilchrist BA ...........
1.P.G5. Boxall BSC (Econ)

Lieutenant

S.C. Bailey BA (Hons) .........
A.M. Turtle LLB (Hons) .
J.C. Woodhouse BSc .........
AL JONNSON rommrmmn it
R.E. Llewellyn-Smith BS¢ o e Lex e e T
B D CUIDOL - rrccmmsmenssnssmmmsa s AT S AR

Second Lieutenant
ToATL TRIEBE v o S e B s o4 B S SR o St e 15t Battalion
T WAY s s SRR o s e R R il Vit sl 15t Battalion

Short Service (LE)

Captain W.H. Sherman ..o School of Infantry (SWW)
Captain D. Fedrick ......cooooiemmmmmmmmmmmmnmesmms i Depot PofW Div

Captain N.W.J. Minty oo I'st Battalion

Captain P.R. Mehrlich ...cciviiimmmmimmmeernmnnne: 1 Dand D

Licutenant M.K. Godwin ..o I st Battalion




Officers Serving with 1st Battalion from other Regiment/Corps

Captain A.J. Morrison BSc (Hons) RAPC : Paymaster
Rev D J. Hart RACh D S A e A R Padre

University Cadetship/Bursary Holders

C.5. Maconochie ... .., s S
D.S. Bradbury . :

Kent University
Abervstwyth University

Warrant Officers and Colour Sergeants

Warrant Officer Class 1
WOI North RSM It Battahion

WO Hatton

FTCL., ARCM, BBCM
WOI Carpenter

WOI Luker

WOI Gardner DR
WOI Coupland

Warrant Officer Class 2

WO2 Brame
WO2 Samson
WO2 Duran
tacting WO )
WQO2 Ficke
WO2 Chapman
WO2 Mcleod
WO2X Wareing
WO2 Warts
WO2 Gardiner I J
WO2 Snee
WOXGill

WO2 Christian
WO2 Hole
WO2 Mavnard
WO Henwood
WO2 Tadhunter
WO2 Povey
WO2 Porter
WO2 Baty
WO2 Tait Rl
WO2 Nicholson
WO2 Mclntyre
WO2 Decarteret
WO2 Truman
WO2 Nimmo
WO2 Ward

Colour Sergeants
CSgt Coleman
CSgt Fennell
CSgt Higgs BEM
CSet Hamnll
CSet Reading
CSgt Evans
CSgt Traveller
CSet Williams
CSpSuanley
CSpecTan 54
CSet Lattle

Bandmaster st Battalion

RSM 31CTT
RSM 3 CHE-!

Ist Battalion
Ist Battalion
Ist Battahon

Depot PotW Dy
Y List

HQ NI

AA College
School of Intantry
SCAINF

RYT

Ist Battahon

I WESSEX
IWESSEX

Ist Battalion




CSgt Mallinson Ist Battalion

CSgt Sumner Ist Battalion
CSgt Maine Chief Clerk Ist Battalion
CSgtSmith 78 Ist Battalion
CSgt Davies Ist Battalion
CSgt Gibbs Ist Battalion
CSgt Goddard Ist Battalion
CSgt Holl Ist Battalion
CSgt Herbert Ist Battalion
CSgt Proberts Ist Battalion
CSgt Thomas Ist Battalion
CSgt Perkins Ist Battalion
ACSgt Foster TAC Wg Brecon
ACSgt Sims TAC Wg Brecon
ACSgt Truing | WESSEX

WO2 Lawrence
WO?2 Carter MBE
WO2 Morgan
WO2 Trench BEM
CSgt Watton BEM
SSgtFielding

Sgt Kendrick

We congratulate the following on the &

ADC To HM The Queen
Brigadier W.A. Mackereth

MBE
Major J Venus
Major P Bradley 6LI (late DERR)

Long Service and Good Cond
Congratulations to the following
24359763 Sgt Bennett P.
24405562 Cpl Carey N.C.
24125999 WO2 Christian G.A
24408417 WO1 Hatton K.
24385253 Sgt Murrel M.B.
24355700 CSgt Parks 1.A.G.
24347654 CSgt Tait P.J.

Commissions
We welcome the following who have been commissioned into the Regiment and wish them the best of good fortune during their
service with us.

2/Lieutenant A. Gay
2/Lieutenant T. Way

We congratulate the following on their selection for a commission in 1992,

WOI S.P. North
WOI1 M.D. Carpenter



Regular Commissions
We congratulate the tollowing on their selection for a Regular Commission in the Regiment

Captain GG J H. Brown BSc
Captain AP K. Fontana BS¢
Licutenant A T Rose

Promotions

We congratulate the tollowing on thewr promotion

Major

Captain F D .F. Druny
Captamn R.C_ Allen
Captain K. T. Haugh
Captam G.P. Barlow MB
Captuin P.J. King BA
Captain T D O Hare

Captain
Licutenant P R. Flavell BSE
Licutenant N.S. Braimn
Licutenant R C. Boulter B
Licutenant (LE) D Fedrick
Licutenant (LE) NW 1 Min

We congratulate the tollowir

Licutenant Colonel T M A Bl
Licutenant Colonel S W 1 8

The tollowing Officers have

thetr services to the Regiment and
wish them the best of good |

Licutenant Colonel A 1 R
Captain A.D. Thornell
Captain PN Clements
Captain J 1. Tozer
Licutenant N V. Shah
Licutenant H.N. Robinson
Lieutenant M H P, Delt

Undergraduate Bursary
We congratuliate David Bradbury who s at Abervawyvth University on his award of an Undergraduate Bursany

(1]



Regimental Calendar 1992

February 4 Investment Sub-Committee Meeting London
March I3am Regimental Managing Trustees Meeting
pm Regimental Association Trustees Meeting

20 Wardrobe and Museum Trustees Meeting
April 24 Friends of the Museum AGM
May 8 Prince of Wales Division Golf Meeting Lichfield
June 6/7 Wiltshire Regiment Reunion — Devizes

11712 Regimental Golf Meeting — Tidworth
July 4 Officers Luncheon at the Wardrobe

4/5 Regimental Association Reunion

and AGM - Salisbury

25/26 Royal Berkshire Regiment Reunion — Reading

29and 31 Massed Bands Prince of Wales's Divi/piun Cardift
August 4 Investment Sub-C ommim,g M’egﬂng $aha,bury

8 99th 1939-45 Oﬂlur\"ﬁgudid& '

September 26127 4and S Bns The ‘Wllt.:,hll;e“ﬁe.-gtri'ienatbirmbl'r : 4

18 Officers’ Dinner, Sghocd

26 Society of Friends” Raffle

October 3 Sgts Past and Prgsc‘
4 Dragon Club Lmie s

23am Regimental \’Ifm", !

pm Regimental A%‘QL’ .

30 Wardrobe and Mu

November 14 Arakan Dinner - Sali

CSer Parns DERR receiving LS and GCM from Brig. J.C. Holman CBE.

FIEN Member of the Association of Service Newspapers
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REGIMENTAL NOTES

Colonel in Chief

The Colonel in Chief, HRH The Prince Philip. Duke
of Edinburgh, visited the Ist Battalion on 11 February
1991, during its six month tour of duty in Fermanagh,
Northern Ireland. An account of the visit is given in the
Battulion notes.

The Future of the Regiment

All members of the Regiment. whether serving or
retired. will have been saddened by the news that the
Ist Battalion is to amalgamate with the 1st Battalion

The  Gloucestershire  Regiment  in - April - 1994,
particularly as it 15 only 32 years since our Regiment
was  formed. During  this  ume the Regiment  has

evolved into a fine. p 2111
the Ist Battalion notes
clearly illustrate. The (%6
extremely  hard in  pre
Regiment's case against
but in the end our past
perceived inability 1o reen
full strength in the tuture
look to the future. and as
evervthing we can 1o
goes smoothly and the n
better and stronger than
its best to keep everyone
the new Regiment when
periodic newsletters.
At the tme of writing
taken place with The Gl
and idenufy  the  arcas
tormation of the new R
formed amalgamation
these Committees is 1o e
on all matters relating
present them to the J
which will muke the f]
decisions will be subject nal approval of either
HM the Queen or the Ministry of Defence. The
Regiment’s  Amalgamation Committee consists of  the
Colonel of  the Regiment: Major  General D.T.
Crabtree and Brigadier J.R. Roden, ex Colonels of the

Regiment and  also  representing  the  views of  the
former  Regiments: the  Commanding  Officer  and
Regimental - Sergeant  Major  representing  the st
Battalion: Lieutenant Colonel € Parslow representing
those at ERE: Major | Venus representing  the
Sergeants  Past and - Present: and  the  Regimental
Secretary.  The  Joint  Amalgamation  Commitiee

consists ol the two Colonels of the Regiment and s
stafted by the two Regimental Secretaries.

At its first meeting it was  agreed  between  the
Colonels of the Regiment that their decisions would be
based on the following three principles:

. The long term value o the Regiment of

decision. 1e would 1t make sense in 25 years.

2. The interests of those serving, which demanded

that the new Regiment should get oft 1o a flying

start.

3. Fairness.

It is the Colonel of the Regiment’s wish that the
widest possible consultation  takes  place  within  the
Regiment o ensure a broad spectrum of views are
considered. Should  anvone feel strongly  about  uny
particular  point  which they  wish o draw to the
attention ol the Regimental Amalgamation
Committee they should either contuct @ member of the
Committee or forward it to the Regimental Secretary
We are lortunate the experience ol the 1959
' i1l ensure that the  lessons
en. The tollowing i~ a short
hire Regiment

Legiment (28th/61st)
n 1694 and will celebrate its
1994 just betore amal-

34 Batle Honours on s
on the Queens Colour, s
‘Ramillies™ where it fought
der Marlborough. Perhaps
wno honour is  the “Back
¢ back of their head-dress 10
the 28th Foot at the Battle
h 1801, Both the 28th Foo
in the Penminsular War, the

nhelves  at the  Batle of
R12 The 28th Foot were
Waterloo. In 1951 the

et distinction n Korea and
a blue silk streamer on the
nniversary of the Battle ol
ner as the unit emblem ol
Presidential - Citation  tor valour

the
which is wlso worn as @ brooch on the left sleeve in No 2
Dress. The Regiment has been awarded the Freedom
of the cities of Gloucester and Bristol.

United  States

1st Battalion

The st Battabon has had 4 busy and  full
consisting ol @ successtul six month tour in Northern
Irelund and conversion training for their new role as
Atrmobile Infantry. Both are covered extensively
the Ist Battahon notes and muke interesting reading.
In October they were able 1o find the time to fit in &
KAPE tour of Berkshire and Wiltshire. Unfortunately
financial restrictions curtailed the original plans and
the tour had to be himited 1o the Regimental Band
domg a number of Music Workshops in Schools and 1o

v



Freedom Marches being carried out in Abingdon,
Wallingford and Chippenham. The latter was for the
first time as the Ist Battalion was serving in Northern
Ireland when the Freedom was originally conferred
and were unable to attend the ceremony. The
Command of the Battalion will change in May when
Lieutenant Colonel D.J.A. Stone hands over to
Lieutenant Colonel H.M. Purcell. The Regimental
Sergeant Major will also be handing over to WOI
McLeod in September on commissioning. The
Battalion is currently preparing for an exercise in the
USA in March 1992 adding to visits to Northern

Ireland and Germany since they left Hong Kong in
August 1990,

&3

-
£

Major J. Venus at Buckingham Palace with his family
after receiving his award of the MBE.

Congratulations
We would particularly like to congratulate the
following:

Lieutenant Colonel Daly and Lieutenant Colonel

Saunders on their promotion to Colonel in 1992,
Lieutenant Colonel Carter on his appointment as a
Life Vice President of the Army Rugby Union.

with the Regiment as she Is

Major Chedham and Captain Marsh their
selection for Staff Training.

C/Sgt Hanson and C/Sgt Stevens on their selection
to be instructors at the Royal Military Academy

Sandhurst.

on

Marlborough College CCF

On Tuesday 7 May 1991 the Colonel of the Regiment
was invited to present the new Standard to the
Marlborough College CCF to mark the affiliation of
the Regiment with the College CCF. The affiliation
goes back to 1870, when the College Rifle Corps, as it
was then known, became officially attached to the 2nd
Volunteer Battalion, The Wiltshire Regiment. This is
one of the oldest Cadet affiliations in the country and
has been strongly maintained. Today the Regimental
Youth Team provide regular support and often help
out with their tactic§W@adres which are held at
Sennybridge. The  College CCF is  currently
commanded by Major Alison Sharp who is a biology
weachery She ook over in September 1991 and is
believed 'to be the Army's first woman CCF
commander. - Alison herself has strong connections
a niece of Major Mike
who was commissioned into the Wiltshire
and ‘served with the Regiment at the time of

T

7 | INMEMORY OF
e UBRIGADIFR W G.R. TUR Y} : % « b1
 COLONEL THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S
fAL REGIMENT (BERKSEIRE AND WILTSHIRE)
AND DIVISIONAL BRIGADIF %
THE PRINGE OF WALES's DIV ISION

Memorial to the late Brigadier W.G.R. Turner CBE
The above photograph shows the memorial plaque
which has been put up in the Garrison Church of the
Prince of Wales's Division Depot, Lichfield in memory
of the late Brigadier W.G.R. Turner CBE.

Officers’ Dinner
The 1991 Officers’ Dinner was held at the Infantry
Mess, the School of Infantry on Friday |1 October.



Fhis was the first time that the dinner has been held in
one of the two counties and the event was marked by 82
officers attending. The Colonel the  Regiment
presided and the guests were Mr John Henderson.
Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire. Councillor Eric Smith.
His Worshiptul the Mayor of Thamesdown. and Major
Alison Sharp, the Officer Commanding, Marlborough
College CCFE. The Regimental Band played during and
after the dmner and were warmly applauded for their
excellent performance. It has been decided 10 hold the
1992 dinner at the Infantry Mess on Friday I8
September. This date is the one most convenient o the
School of Infantry and which fits in best with their
programme. [t 15 hoped that the  problems
which arose over the allocation of accommodation last
vear will be overcome

course

Friends of the Museum
Sir Richard Luce MP,
Regiment as a National
speaker at the Friends of the™™
Wardrobe on 15 April § 1991
Canning. the Mayor of Réading we
Society.  Our  photograph§ Shbwt ST
grected by the Colonel of thg Redinlenl ..u"‘h"
Canning being shown ardund thé Muscdinh
Peters. the Curator.
’ 4
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Officers’ Luncheon

lhe Officers” Luncheon held for the first tme on
Saturday 6 July at  the Wardrobe during  the
Regimental Association Reunion weekend turned ot

to be very successtul. The day was warm and sunny and
Brigadier und Mrs Mackereth welcomed Field Marshal

Gibbs, the Lord Licutenant of Wiltshire, Mr and Mrs
Anderson. Commuander and Mrs Noble from HMS
DRYAD. Licutenant Colonel and Mrs Bateman [rom
2 WESSEX. Licutenant  Colonel  Purcell,  CO
designate of the Ist Battalion, 17 officers” widows, who
were guests, and 107 officers and  their wives. The

Regimental Band had travelled down trom Caterick
tor the occasion and played betore and during  the

luncheon. It has been decided o continue with  the
luncheon in 1992 and not hold a Cocktail Party . It will
be on Suturday 4 July at the Wardrobe

IS8 made | ol the  following  deaths

%)

during the 4 ca

llllt‘l Sirdar Afzal Khan MC. He was o
ahe Kupily D Yakub Khan. King of
hole fagmy jnilicated heavy losses on

brde. M llich incjuded the 66th Regiment at
RSO FChIdng] Khan was
danpg fthe [lirst Battle of
ny with! the 2 Punjub Regiment
family o

awarded  an
Alamemn n

He

Enelind in the late sinties

cmigrated

and was G gowr (1 the Maiwand Centenary
celebrations hd - ity 1n 1980

Major Peter W served  with  the Royal
Berkshire  Regimnen irea, Cyprus  and  Egyvpt
during the penod  1950-33 and is remembered  with
warm altection by all those who served in the Battalion
at the time Peter was commissioned ino the Dorset

Regiment and had an exciting and eventtul war serving

with the SAS. His obiwary i the “Daly  Telegraph’
described him as the tadional “Boyvs Own™ hero.
whoo in spite ol numerous  harsbreadth  encounters

joke

captamed

with death,  treated  dunger us a Peter
brilliant England
hockey and plaved crnicket tor Hampshire He was also
Needless o

great asset 1o the Battahon teams

Wails

sportsman. having

an outstanding rugby plaver sy he was g

Major Douglas Carr. He was one of three brothers who
served in The Roval Berkshire Regiment. Douglas lef

the  army on wmadgamation o 1939 and  became



Assistant Secretary of Derbyshire Cricket Club, where
his brother Donald, a former Captain of the County
was Secretary. Douglas took over as Secretary in 1962
when Donald became Secretary of the Test and
County Cricket Board. An obituary appears under
Obituary Notices.

Mr Sidney Blythman. He has died in Australia aged 98.
He was a member of the Wiltshire Regiment at
Gallipoli in 1915. He left the Dardanelles on 8 January
1916 on the last ship bound for Port Said, Egypt and
the Persian Gulf. He survived Gallipoli without a
scratch, only to be seriously wounded a year later
during a battle near Bagdhad. Mr Blythman emigrated
to Australia in 1969 and has been in frequent contact
with the Regimental Association.

Maiwand Memorial

The Maiwand Memorial 10
Regiment in Forbury Gardens |
Forbury Lion, was daubed ' with "obSce
vandals in August. “The Reading Chronicl
by the vandalism. contacted the Borough

agreed to contribute towards the cost of
Lion if the Borough's own Sspeécialist
could be called in immediately to
damage. This was done and the memorid
stored. The Regiment is extremely grat

Editor of “The Chronicle™ for thi§ prompy
action. The police have charged four me
damage.

deal

E2

The Royal Berkshire Regiment in Burma
In the last edition of the Journal ‘wess
book “China Dragons — A British Ri

War"  written by Colonel John
chronicles the exploits of -
Battalion, The Royal Berkshire
commanded during the Burm mpaign. The Book
has now been published Fand™8" available from  the
Regimental Museum price £14.95 plus £2 post and
packing. A third of each sale goes to the Museum. A
review of the book is printed below. Our photograph
shows Colonel Hill standing by the Maiwand Memorial
in Forbury Gardens Reading and is reproduced by
kind permission of the “Berkshire News™.

and _ which
1y _of the 2nd
egiment which he

The China Dragons — Review

The China Dragons, By John Hill. Blandford. Villiers
House 41-47 Strand. London WC2 5JE. Price £14.95.
This is a book that had to be written. It records the

reality of war experience by the great majority of

infantrymen in World War 2.
airborne  assaults, commando

Not the spectacular
raids and sweeping

15

illustrated and 1' > part

nost continuous tiredness,
ds, a miasma of noise and
e sense of time or place. It

S > European campaign to
ymbat for weeks at a time without
‘ompany were in close combat with a
enemy for 86 days and sadly few survived

experience in its entirety. Of the 196
0§ \and men who crossed the Chindwin in
) be killed or wounded on
dva ) Mandalay and beyond.
] ems:_ accounted for many others so
ﬁ;‘- with the [Battalion in June 1945,
4*'[" Berkshires had to wait 3 years for its
ye‘ars of preparation and training,
ith' the advance to Chindwin are well
set the scene for what is to follow but it is
ording the months of action against an
ery engagement was a fight to the
utstanding. The importance of

gction (level could not be better

ayed by Regimental tradition
shines through. Manj jals are named and their
contributions to the npany's success are recorded
but mistakes and failures are not glossed over. The
strain of NCOs having to meet operational and
regimental demands with so few men is well brought
out. The sense of duty displayed by all ranks carried
the company forward in the face of every adversity.

The maps and illustrations are clear and add to the
reader’'s understanding and enjoyment. The appen-
dices are relevant and sobering. Individual citations
confirm that highly professional standards within the
Company were often poorly rewarded. Those who
know the author would hesitate to use the word
diffident to describe him but it should be mentioned
that John Hill did not want the citation for his
well-earned MC to be included. He was over-ruled by
the publisher and, in this reviewer's opinion, rightly so.
P.B.

death that are
morale at plator




Rank Ignorance

The following letter appeared in “The Times™ from
Rear Admiral E.F. Gueritz. who lives in The Close
and is well-known to us in the Wardrobe:

Sir. General Trythall (August 2) has a point about
uses and abuses of ranks in addresses. T can accept
The Rear Admiral (my bank) or. better still, Real
Admiral (the Soviet Embassy). My address may
excuse Rev Admiral but I am not so keen on Rear
Edward Gueritz and even less on Unknown R.G.
Gueritz.,

The salutation 1 like best s Dear Dear Admiral
Gueritz (The National Trust).
Yours sincerely
Edward Gueritz

We have sympathy with Admiral Gueritz
our own problems at R :
addressed to "My Lord
Rhq Derr”

Sl

The Army’s New Budget S
The following message fr
the Foreign Office wri
Peninsular War appeared
Boys of Wellington Societ

“Gentlemen:

Whilst  marching
which commands the 4
French forces. my of
complying with vour reques
H.M. ship from Lond
dispatch rider to our hea

We have enumerated
and tent poles, and all
which  His  Majesty's
accountable. 1 have
character, wit and splee
item and every farthip
with two regrettable ex
your indulgence.

Untortunately, the sum of one shilling and
ninepence remains unaccounted for in one infantry
battalion’s petty cash and there has been a hideous
confusion as to the number of jars of raspberry Jam
issued to one cavalry regiment during a sandstorm
in western Spain.  This reprehensible carelessness
may be related to the pressure of circumstances
since we are at war with France. a fact which nay
come as o bit of a surprise 0 you gentlemen in
Whitehall.

This brings me to my present purpose. which is to
request elucidation of my instructions  from  His
Majesty's  Government. so  that | may better
understand why | am dragging an army over these
barren plains. [ construe that perforce it must be
one of two alternative duties, as given below. 1 shall

as we have

pursue either one with the best of my ability but |
cannot do both:

1. To train an army of uniformed British clerks in
Spain  tor the benefit ol the accountants and
copy-boys in London. or perchance.

2. To see o it that the forces of Napoleon are
driven out of Spain.

Your most obedient servant.,
Wellington™

The Army Benevolent Fund Raffle - Wiltshire Appeal

Our thanks go 1o all those who purchased tickets in the
Army  Benevolent Fund  Raffle in support of  the
Wiltshire 1991 County Appeal. Overall 52.000 tickets
were sold which after all expenses were  deducted
produced just over £22.000 clear profit for the Fund to
which the Regiment contributed £1.802. It was a pity
: riment won a Ralfle prize.
inners 1s pubhished  under

Mficers Reunion

her successful lunch party
Fhirty-nine attended on this
ibute to so many who have
Aes-on’.

1o the officers and staff at
Ars - Wilson  for  excellent

trobe on 8th August.
rhaps the most successtul

et years. Born in 1964 he
d moved with the Battalion

er - of  that year for a
.| He came  to sporting
foothall season. when  he

for the Ist X1. During the
njoved a successtul run in
v Cup competitions. Cpl
au outstanding  skilful  player
and was nominated for the Army Squad. In 1987 he
represented  both the Army  and Combined  Services
teams. In carly 1988 the battalion moved to Hong
Kong where along with several other battalion players
Cpl Maynard became a regular member of the Hong
Kong Combined Services Team. On the Battalion's
return to the UK Cpl Maynard was posted to the Army
School of Recruiting as a Physical Training Instructor.
an employment which he currently enjoys.

He has been a regular member of the Infantry. Army
and Combined Services football teams since his return
and is currently attracting the attention of professional
English First: Division teams. Our congratulations o
to Cpl Maynard on his achievement and tor the honour
he has given 1o the Regiment through his sporting
skills. Well done




The Sergeant’s Past and Present Dinner Club
Once again we were delighted to be able to hold our
Dinner at the Bailleul Sergeants” Mess, REME
Arborfield. One hundred and fifty Members and
guests attended, the maximum that can be seated, with
a large representation from the Ist Battalion.

We were privileged to have the Regimental Band in

attendance.  Our  guests this year were Brigadier
Mackereth  Colonel of  the Regiment. Lieutenant
Colonel A Rose and Major B Paddison. At the AGM,

held before the dinner a presentation was made to
WO I1(RSM) Gardner on behalt of the Dinner Club for
all his hard work in assisting with the arrangements.

A Post Horn was presented to the Regimental Band
as a mark of our thanks for all the pleasure they have
given all of us over the years at our dinners. The
Bandmaster then asked WO2 Wareing the Band
Sergeant Major to the new instrument, He
immediately handed his Post Horn to_the Colonel sof
the Regiment. which he had presented to the Band
when he was Band President. They then both gave ts a
rendering of the "Post Horn Gallop™, which was very
well received.

A presentation of a framed momento ‘was made
the Bailleul Sergeants Mess as & mark of our th '
and appreciation for allowing us to use their
our Dinner. Frank Young and Steve McPhers
marvellous job in organising the raftle. '
being raised to offset the cost of the Dinner.ﬁu t
to all members who donated prizes. ik

The Chairman raised the subject of the, venue
next Dinner. After a lot of discussion it ‘was
to hold 1t at Catterick with the Ist Battalion ‘0
September 1992, A letter | was ¢irculated’, toF
members regarding this proposal but the response
been very poor so a decision has beendmade for the
1992 Dinner to be held at Arbortield on Saturday 3rd
October 1992,

Finally our thanks go to WONRSM) Gardner and
WO?2 Tait. for their hard work and detailed planning
which helped make the 1992 [Dinner @ huge success.

test

WHITEHALL WARRIORS
(The Farmers Bovs In Town)
Most officers dread the day the posting order arrives
from the Military Secretary advising them to report to
the Ministry of London to take up a
appointment. Some feel that if they had wanted to
wear a suit all day. work in a London office and
commute in from Greater London, they would not
have joined the Army. the Houschold Division apart!
Sharing the tube or a Southern Region railway
carriage  with  high  priced stockbrokers, young
secretaries and troubled civil servants can be quite a
novelty at first — but not for long. After a while one
really does miss the short walk from the Officers Mess
or married quarters around the drill square to the
company offices.

Defence.

staff

Major

From left 1o right: Maj Davidson-Houston,
King, Lt. Col, Daly and Major Lake.

povou reach 2 star rank, the standard MOD
Cgrey drab affair, with a window with a short
wall covered in cast iron drainpipes, not
as, carefully designed net curtains and
10 prevent snooping,
the handsome view.
o dek as nnn} grey desks into an
desk top computer and
( le'how many Lt Cnl.«. ¢an be slotted in or civil
pt equivalents known as Grade 7s. Some believe a
or of 1:5'15wsed. if the office is to be occupied by
majors or lesser beings. At least the married officer can
100k forward to going home to the “Keep™ at Kingston.
It_i1s rumoured that these houscs efficiently
designed, that speeially small G-Plan furniture has had

to be designed to fit everythingin'

pant of the offige

are  so

It all sounds very grim being a W hitehall Warrior, with
DPM  combat kit bemgfexehanged for pinstripes,
fellow soldiers for unknown civil servants, operations

in Northern Ireland for the Battle of Waterloo station.
Not an ideal environment for any Farmer’s Boy, one
might think. In fact the five officers serving in various
parts of the MOD. Lt Col T.M.A. Daly, Maj A.
Briard, Maj A.P.B. Lake, Maj PE. O'R-B
Davidson-Houston and Maj P. King have found it both
interesting and stimulating. Although well divorced
from the field soldier, it is the real world of politics,
commitments, resources, operational requirements,
procurement and commerce, with the cut and thrust of
London thrown in.

.t Col Terry Daly, Majs Anthony Lake and Philip
King are working in MOD Main Building. Lt Col Daly
is being promoted to full Colonel and sent oft, with his
brand new Range Rover Vogue, to HQ Allied Forces



Northern  European  Command (NATO) in Norway.
not a bad trade-off for the grey office. V& Audi and [lat
south of the niver. Maj) Anthony Lake has managed to
get a London District married quarter at Wandsworth
so avording the bliss of the Keep at Kingston.

Maj Philip King. newly arrived in the MOD from the
Canadian Staff College. 1s a very busy vyoung man
trying to mix. match and merge under "Options for
Change’™. Maj King is an occupant of the Keep and says
that 1t 1s alright. 11 you do not spend much time there

Ma) Patrick Davidson-Houston finished his 2 vear
tour at the Procurement Exceutive in St Christopher
House. across the river from St Paul’s Cathedral in
December 1991 and has just rejoined the 1st Battalion
in Catterick  as Second-in-Command.  Unfortunately .
he is not his usual athletic self. as he 18 recovering from

an operation 1o his back. This has been treated with
relicl i some quarters of the st Battalion, who feared
with D-H's return the 0600 hours daily runs would start
again,

Maj Tonv Briard 18 located in suburbia out at
Stanmore. He is orecewving large sums of - lodging
allowance to live in digs near Stanmore and commute
home at weekends to Warminster

[t Col Colin Parslow. ex-Co Depot Prince ol
Wales™s Division and Ma) Barry Paddison ex-Training
Mujor of 3 WER are due to armive i the MOD in
January/February - 1992, They  should  find  that  the
MOD 1s not such a horror show as often envisaged. but
it can be very stimulating, always busy and often a
challenging  experience  for “the  Farmer's Boys in
Fown™

“THE FARMER'S BOY™

Fhis photograph is of an orgmal painting which was
presented o Licutenant Colonel John Stone by the
Statt of the Intelhigence Corps Centre. Ashford 1o
mark  his service 1o the Centre as an RO when he
retired in 19910 The painting depicts the words of our
Reamental March “The Farmer's Boy™. Our attention

was recently drivwn o the Tollowing rescarch which has
been carricd out by Mrs Ena Jones. the wite ol the
Reverend Kenneth Jones. the padre o the Windsor
Branch of the Regimental Association

“The song ongmated - North Oxlordshire as a folk

ballad (a0 “story ~ong™ handed down orully by village



singers), and the tune is that of a patriotic song of the
Napoleonic Wars - “Ye Sons of Albion™. “The
Farmer's Boy™ was collected and written down in 1909
by Janet Blunt, the lady of Adderbury Manor, who
lived from 1859 to 1950; she heard it from the village
singers at Barmm Dances and Harvest Socials in

Adderbury. The story contains the Christian ethic of

good deeds, and the promise of a better life — while the
chorus emphasises the nostalgic pleasures of country
life (all very uplifting when farm workers worked long
hours for little money).”

For those readers not familiar with the words here
they are as generally known:

I.  The sun had set behind yon hill,
Across the dreary moor,
When weary and lame, a boy there came,
Up to the farmer’s door
“Can you tell me whe'e
And one that will me e
Chorus:
To plough and sow, to reap and
And be a farmer’s boy,

and be a farmer’s boy”

ra

The farmer’s wife cried “Try the lad,
Let him no longer seek™. Ty
“Yes, father do! the daughter cried, ’”’

”

While the tears rolled down her cheek:
“For those who would work, 'tis hard to want
And wander for employ™.
Chorus:
Don't let him go, but let him stay,
And be a farmer’s boy,
and be a farmer’s boy.

The farmer’s boy grew up a man,

And the good old couple died,

They left the lad the farm they had,

And the daughter for his bride;

Now the lad that was, the farm now has,

Oft he thinks and smiles with joy.

Chorus:

Oh, happy day he came that way.

To be a farmer’s boy,
to

ner’'s boy.

vanl Badges was recently
ather of Matthew Brignall our
Fhe Wiltshire Regiment badge is
Wilton Detachment of the Wiltshire
en air Church Service is still held each year
?’ Tose;‘ to the sitg by the Fovant Badge
a* the responsibility for the upkeep of
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Handicap Medal

Winner GILLSON BOW|
Cuaptain Robin Higgs (7)

Runner Up GAMBLE CUP

Major Ted Ineles (20

Winner Mr P Mullowes
Runner Up Mr R Povey

few devrees abose Ireezing

werd umible o attend

Wiltshire Regiment Kneeler
I'he Wiltshire Regimen
recently  stolen I'he

Reciments did
Lin the end |

Browderers  came 1o
magnmhbicent new one. | Iij_it I
black and white and  dgesf il
colours which have heen IQ,NL'Q

Regimental Golfing Society

Fidworth Goll Club on B 6 ahidl i
showery weather with (@nl - Seven
i the various competition a?t\g- Wof
leavening o six Roval \:}l\§ BuS~IH
and it soon - hecame  dppaiemt ihe
West's same  had  not) Sufleted §
BATLS Kenva or his | ree@nid e
with 2 WESSEN at BrodkBBErmlics
Prizes  were hindly |,§r'csv|1:1cé ;fi\_\h
Carter so naturally . our @Ghgirghah 8
prize winners! :
After two victories oved 1§
and 1990 we suttered o Jddal
strong Naval support in

on  Thursdiny . _
hlll\{_' Iy Cnjus i
plavers relreshed

Results were as tollows

Stapleford Singles and Deep Water Bay - and
Winner JAMES Cup Catterick!

Mr Tony Flay (15) Scored 39 pis
Runner up SHORNCLIFFE Cup

Magor Dickie Wasmouth (21 Scored 38 pis

Stapleford Foursomes
Winners
Lt Col Norman West o1 1)

3

Major Jimmy Loe (22) Scored 45 pis

Scratch Medal
Winner GILSON TROPHY

Chairman’s Prize (13 holes)

hut
"

N

11:‘;}rx' Tie 1@~ Ry

lenee

Mujor Dickie Wavmouth (21
Winner (1924 Handicap) EDUCATION CUP

held motruly desperite conditions

67 Nel

67 \L'|

73 Nel

I'he Annual Divisional Golf Meceting 1991
In contrast to the 1990 mecting this vear s mecting was
winds of _!'.liL‘ Toree

drivimg raen sleet and snow and remperatures only o

he Roval Weleh Fusihers

v ld 1o

Reciment

Wals

the ey cight
comnbat the weathar

very close timish o the team

wot lor the thin

Lereely  due 1o

ISR (et 6 by Sor Kendrick
fdovidual champronship The

o tha lcam were Major Gieneral

L7 Edwards, WOL Flay and
Fhe 1991 Regimental l'ui‘if ?\lél'tin_‘_j \: “hel Mkl WOl \]J}ll” OS [Teser e

Wi €l Shllnpionship are as tollows

9y

& held

Fridis

el Bl Aol foon e ean champronship

Fidworth Godt Club

12 June swhen we

lrom the Ist Batahion

wines ot Fanlimge. Shek O
Yorkshire Puddime o la

Captain Robin Higes (7) 74 Giross Prinmvove  Carter preseatne the Giltsenr Bowl wond
Runner Up THE BEAKER Leoping e Robir Hhiees, with Hueh Gallson o suppent
Nre Frank Yiend (W SO Giross werde the cup preseited Dy s foather o 1924
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

Curator: Major (Retd) J.H. Peters MBE

Last year's notes concentrated on the efforts being put
in train to try and reverse recent trends which had
shown a steady decline in the number of visitors to the
museum.

For those concerned in the project therefore, the
year started with a great deal of enthusiasm and
expectation. From the start however, there were a
number of factors which had not been foreseen. One
was the effect of the deepening recession on the
Tourist Industry in general. Another was the delay in
getting planning permission for the Tea Room project
which eventually meant d it until the current
year. Objections to the D
for the development of the
start of a review into milita

marching one pace forward
Despite this however. ma

they were the more effective
new logo “Redcoats in the
new signs. were  particularl
ment of part time help at w
we were able to extend the
from June through to
beneficial. The end result w
of people visiting rise by a h
the previous year.

This year we aim o cons
we can. The Tea Room shou
light lunches. in addition to
be available. In summer
served on the patio when th
weekend opening of the
May until the end of Octo
are  right.  Sunday — op
November.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
The behind the scenes work of the museum continues
apace. especially with research as a result of enquiries.
Much of the material turned up is of great interest. This
year, by way of a change therefore, I have gone back to
fifty year intervals to see what our predecessors were
up to.

50 YEARS AGO - 1942
The following appeared in The China Dragon (Journal
of The Royal Berkshire Regiment) which was stll
being published three times a year in wartime.

“A Commando’s™ Letter.
Home Forces.
12th Sept.. 1942
To: - Editor, The China Dragon.
Sir,

I am writing to you on behalf of the members of The
Royal Berkshire Regiment now serving with -
Commando.

We have been given to understand that The China
Dragon is still being published. Naturally we are still
interested in our Regiment, and if you would be so
kind as to inform us we can obtain regular
be very grateful.
to inform you that The
as  well represented  at
well and upheld the

ply.

am. Sir,

ient Servant,

) Sig. Cannell. J.

ar's” Letter.
Stalag XXA. Germany.
Sth August, 1942.

s thanking you for the two
to me. which I received

the boys who were in
> all looking well. We get
dances. The Red Cross
gulurly now, so we get
problem is getung the
s of the st Battalion to

get them.
Well, I must close this short note.
From your obedient Servant.
(Sgnd.) Pte. B. H. Rowland. No 5337976,
P.O.W. No. 13936.

Meeting of the Tofrek
and Maiwand Battalions
It was quite an historic occasion when these two
famous Battalions were together in the same station
last month. even if it was only for twenty-four hours.
The convoy in which the Tofrek Battalion arrived
lay out in the harbour for two days. This was very
irritating as we were all anxious to see them. get all
their news from home. and do what we could for them
after their long voyage.



On the third day they came ashore for most of the
day. The troops were entertained in the Institute and
the Band played selections. Unfortunately. there was a
shortage of beer. A rather eclaborate programme had
been laid on, but had to be abandoned owing to the
short time the Tofrek Battalion had ashore.

The men also wished to see round the town and
indulge in some much needed shopping. Officers were
entertained in the mess to lunch, and both C.Os. made
short speeches to mark the occasion.

A combined photograph was taken. The afternoon
was hot. the sun strong and two hours™ celebration had
tuken place before we trooped out for the photo. The
result, however, was quite successful and makes a
pleasant memento to mark the occasion.

Next morning Tofrek Battalion marched from the
docks 1o the railway station, headed by the Band and
Drums of the Maiwan on. and a short while

later they left for their DI up country swhery

we  have since  heard { -
comfortably as the monsa wil
permit.

It was  very  pleasant

comrades once again. Let
lot of each other in the
fight side by side in the by

Note: The meeting took p
Tofrek (1st) Battalion. pd
arrived from UK. The
lefr home in 1934 for Pal
1935 and arriving in India

100 YEAR
The 2nd Battalion Wilish

in the Battalion™s newspapy

A British
We quote elsewhere a
the fact that. while in hi
pen”. when signing their

v meaning, ol course.
that they were unable to sign their own names. there is

now a newspaper print at “The Nines™ Press. When
one reflects on the many comforts now provided for
the soldier. one cannot  but  wonder what  our
foretathers  would  think  could they  be  suddenly
brought to life again, and see. instead of the idle.
useless existence led by men in their day in the piping
times of peace. our Printing Press. our Mineral Water
Factory. our Carpenters™ Shop and all the rest of them
inactive operation. That they would be surprised is a
mild way ol expressing their feclings. Again,  their
surprise. would surely turn 0 something much more
mtense could they but look into the Coffee Shop about
seven in the evening. and see the troops getting outside
a good supper, at a very nominal cost, eaten off good
plates and with a spotless table cloth thrown in. From

thence were they 1o go up the road a bit 1o the Wad
Shop. and see other men again playing “all fours™,
“dominoes”. and other games of chance and skill. and
shifting cups of tea the while, they would soon think it
time they left.

Let us now conduct them to the Canteen. Here at
least they would be at home among the same fumes ol
beer and baccy. the same language. and the same free
and casy style, as they had been used o i their day. for
we fancy there is one thing that hias resisted, and will
continue o resist, the march of cvilisation and the
hand of the ruthless military reformer. and that is Mr
ATKINS wking his wet an the Canteen. Ino all
probability the only place wherein a soldier of fifty
vears ago would find himselt at home now is in the
Cuntcen. Coffee Shops and Wad Shops he knew not.
and the Library, with its books circulating throughout

the men. has the life and talk in the
/ 4 bigrack-room  qu I his recognition. Cricket
ahd-, fogtball i knew slightly,  but  our
— with their gay trappings
eir hitle fukements, would

| eves.

k)

—-—

other thing. or ruther cluss ol
edecessors, if not entirely at
ithed state. We refer (o the
which we are  frequently
S ATKINS of old had his
Just as chaps have them now
ey never came up. in style.,
our present shows — such
on the 7th instant, wheretore

tre. What scene could  be
mdicative ol the soldier’s
he sea of good-natured.
men. and  Gunners. with
ards from the Rest Camp.
mporary  stage  outside  our
iwht. No. the fact s Mr

an these times, though he

Comen w e Cottee Shop tor a bit of
English cheese. Wiltshire bacon. & suck of bacey, or
what not. or for a supper i the evening. who crowd
round the Color Sergeants™ bunks on the 15th of the
month to get the first look at THE NINES. who
stand round and applaud or cnncise the songs. erc.
given oft for their amusement at the “Gatts™. litle
think or know of the troubles and  difficulues
wherewith  the  promoters  and  managers ol
difterent  concerns have to contend.  The  rate
exchange must be watched carctully by the Coltee
Shop people for a favourable tme o renit money 1o
England in order that the prices of stores may not be
increased: the Stock Book must be seen datly in order
that the supply ot the individual articles may be kept
up. and a host of other things have to be seen o, not
much individually . but the  agerevate

or

NIRTIRS
these

m graeal



responsibility. Of the production of THE NINES we
can, of course, say but little. There is the constant
anxiety as to whether our correspondents — than
whom, luckily, no more constant and reliable
contributors could be found — will have their letters up
to time, and, failing them, as to where the “copy™ is to
come from, as very little matter we print is not original.
A correspondent who knows, wrote to us the other
day: “None but those who have had to do it have a
conception of the many troubles of an editor, notably
when he has to edit, to write, and ‘to make up’. It looks
so simple; a quick reader would run through a copy of
THE NINES in, say, 20 to 30 minutes, but let anyone
sit down to write a column, say one twentieth part,
etc.”

Then again about the “Galffs”.
simple. One man comes up and
applauded, and up comes &
goes as smooth as you like.
pains those men have taken 't
hours and hours the uminn

look so
dl‘ld is duly

They,
smgs

he and the officer running the s
who. for one reason or anot
as not at the last minute,

Do men imagine that the
with so much gusto grow o
well as soda, lemonade. or

of the chances of the machines

The men at the present da
and provided for that
discomfort s, at any raté
therefore, things do not seemr

some very good reason for

dispatch was as follows:— “The steepness of the
mountain gorge by which the Royal Irish and Rifles
ascended notwithstanding the enthusiasm of their
advance occupied more time in surmounting than [
anticipated, and finding that the Naval Brigade might
suffer more by the delay than in an immediate attack
and that the enemy appeared to gain confidence by this
delay | ordered the advance to be sounded. The 49th
Regiment with their accustomed spirit dashed up the
hill overcoming all opposition and crowned its heights
within a few minutes driving everything before them.”

200 YEARS AGO - 1792
The 62nd Regiment was in Jamaica. The Regiment was
still getting over a most unfortunate affair which had
occurred the previous year.

The news broke in a letter sent by the Governor, The
be Younge at the Horse
death of one of the
ward Eyre White, who
fought with a brother

is with great concern [
nhappy affair which has
. A duel took place the
rvey and White owing
s/ I am sorry to add that it
d and the life of a very
aved™.

re also 62nd Officers —
¢ four had been dining in
that he had purchased
5. White replied that "1t
". Hervey told him that
nd silly”. White took
ent Blackwell to Hervey
". When this was not
Hervey to “settle” the

apparent to them. The va

“grouse” at this and that
ignorance.

respective  seconds in
ace Course in the early

150 YEARS AGO - 1842
The 49th (Hertfordshire) Regiment of Foot was in the
second year of the “Opium War”. This is an account of
the operations on 13/15 March.

305 Rank and File of the Regiment under the
Command of Lieut Colonel Morris CB forming a
portion of a small force under the Command of his
Excellency Lieut General Sir Hugh Gough KCB
embarked on the Honourable Company's War
Steamer “Queen” and proceeded up the River to
within 4 miles of Tzeki, marched to the City and were
engaged in the taking of the Heights of Segoan, the
49th formed the centre Column and attacked the
largest of the encampments. 3 Officers and 4 Rank and
File were wounded on this occasion.

Part of Lieut General Sir Hugh Gough's subsequent

morning and exchange at twelve paces. White
received a wound to the abdomen from which he died
the next day.

Hervey was subsequently tried for murder but was
acquitted because the evidence produced proved that
the duel was conducted in accordance with accepted
procedures and the Code of Honour prevailing at the
time.

250 YEARS AGO - 1742
Still in Jamaica where the Garrison then consisted of
eight Independent Companies. Two of which were
from the 22nd Regiment of Foot — now the Cheshire
Regiment — left behind when the Regiment returned to
England some years previously. These companies
were to form the greater part of a new Regiment
authorised to be formed on 25 December 1743. It
would be titled the 49th Regiment of Foot.
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MISCELLANY
2/Lt. F. Powell MC, DCM, MM.
The following is an extract from a letter to Mrs W.K.
Perry about her late father, 2/Lt F. Powell who served
with the 5th Bn The Royal Berkshire Regiment during
the First World War.

10633 Sergeant F. POWELL was awarded the MM
in the London Gazette of 28 September 1917 and a Bar
to it in the London Gazette of 2 November 1917,
Regrettably there are no citations so we cannot say
why the awards were made.

As an Acting Corporal he had already — London
Gazette 11 March 1916 — been awarded the DCM

“For conspicuous gallantry. He rallied men by his
cool example and led them to the assistance of a few
bombers who were being hdrdly presqed in the
front, and held on till ord

He won all three award
Berkshire Regiment. As a Tg
in the 8th Battalion, he was
April 1919 — awarded the
published in the London Ga
1919, as follows:

*On 4th November 1918

Mormal Forest, he displaye
determination, and led his
objective under heavy fire
flank were unable to adva

three hours with an officer
entirely surrounded by the ene

to advance”.

6th Royal Berkshire, Captain H. Ackroyd, who had
already so highly distinguished himself at Delville
Wood, gained his Victoria Cross. A man of mature
years, no young surgeon fresh from the medical
schools, he behaved throughout with the utmost
courage and coolness, attending to the wounded in
the hottest fire, and attending to them without
hurry and with the greatest care and skill.

It is said that his recommendations for the Cross
came from no less than twenty-three different
sources. He died without knowing that he had
gained it, for he was killed on the 10th August.”

PIG-STICKING

One of the principal amenities which Fyzabad offers as
a station is the proximity of excellent pig-sticking
country 'I'here are few stations in India where one can
sport almost on one’s
Club, which had not
13 resuscitated last year
f certain officers of the
bsequently speared, which
ing that the majority of
ar, however, a number of
ave militated against the
een anticipated. Leave,
have taken away most
ic of lameness and the
have limited us to the
y lovable animals, but
qualifications of Kadir
hemselves are, 1 think,
ing than last year. In
e on occasions enjoyed
nclair secured the first
eorge.” after a good run
¢ Manja. Lieut. Stevens’

Captain H. Ackroyd \

resented the fact that

It may not be generally &
Ackroyd RAMC was award
serving as the RMO with t
Berkshire Regiment during
from the archives state:

“Captain Ackroyd, our usual MO, was not with us
in this action, as he had had to leave soon after
Delville Wood with a breakdown. We missed him
sadly. He meant so much to the battalion. It can be
imagined what a wonderful MO he was when it is
realized that, on the Ist July 1915, eleven reports
from officers outside the battalion were sent in with
reference to his gallantry. He was recommended for
the VC, but was only awarded the MC. He was
exactly the same at Delville Wood, and there went
out into the wood and brought in some German
wounded, although sniped at by Germans in the
trees.”

“It was on this day that the Medical Officer of the
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I npt gone to his rider and

ation by kicking Lieut.
present we have only
L '- though we have put up
innumerable pigs and have had some great gallops,
they have usually effected their escape in the thick
jhow which abounds on these manjas. We still have six
weeks left, and with a little systematic burning of the
jhow and long grass, and the creation of sanctuaries we
may have better luck in the near future.

Even though we have not actually speared many pigs
our endeavours to do so have afforded a number of
amusing incidents. Lieut. Hall's disastrous effort as a
Toreador, certain Rodeo performances by other
officers on refractory “Hairies,” the elusiveness and
cunning of an old pig well known to us all by an
amazing lack of bristles on his quarters, and, finally,
the “bon camaraderie” of our week-end camps at
Tulsipur have all added to the enjoyment of our meets.

To those who are fond of hard riding and have never

accordingly vented
inclair in the



had the opportunity of indulging in pig-sticking |
recommend the latter as the most exciting and
exhilarating of all equestrian sports. Many experts who
have indulged in both sports maintain that pig-sticking
beats fox-hunting. because in the former sport you
yourself are both hound and hunter, therein lies the
fascination. On a good horse. with one’s eye firmly
fixed on the boar speeding along in front, one traverses
at full gallop country which you would think twice
before walking over in cold blood. As vou draw nearer
your excitement becomes intense: hell-fire or the
Himalayas wouldn't stop you now. You think that you

have got him, but not a bit! He just keeps in front of

you. out of spear length. Then he jinks to the right or
left, continuing to bamboozle yourself and the other
members of your heat. At last he shows signs of fatigue
and deciding to sell his life dearly comes charging at
you. Incidentally, he mi lot of dama

sharp little tushes of hi

We paraded about 3.3(
line. for inspection by
That  over we advande
three-quarters of a mil
waited for the remainder of

The 28th Punjub Regi
a square around the tra
Marines square brought uy

When all was ready
reached the mimosa
Suakin. They were very
more scattered, but stil ward for the loaded
camels and mules 10 pass. and occasionally some
unshipped their loads. so we were constantly halted -
sometimes ten minutes, or more. then we advanced
again till we reached Tofrek zereba.

I was in “A™ Company, the leading Company of the
square. and we had an awful time. constantly breaking
off files and running around the mimosa trees to get in
line again: some were high enough to stoop under, but
the majority were in our way.

About four miles from Suakin, at one halting place.
the sailors from a man o war with two Nordenfelt
guns. pulled by hand. appeared from the rear and
joined “A™ Company: they were ready to take their
position at the corner ol the square if we were
attacked.  They had a hard ume. as the wheels
appeared to sink in the sand and. being so hot. it made

U two miles from  Battalion  werd® )
places and, in_others,  mimosa_trees, th

or three spears and the grand old fellow expires. One
thing about pig-sticking is that the hunter has not got
things all his own way. | believe that a few years ago a
party consisting of seven spears went out on the Manja
one day and that five of them were admitted to hospital
with  various  kinds  of  fracture and dislocations.
Fortunately, there have been no serious accidents up
to date this year. The greatest ambition of all Fyzabad
pig-stickers at the moment 1s to spear that great old
boar to whose amazing capillament deficiency [ have
already referred.

The following Officers of the Regiment have
supported the Fyzabad Tent Club during the present
season:—Major Gordon, Capt. K. P. Smith, Lieuts.

Hall, Watney, Finch, Bickford, Sinclair, Robinson,
Drake-Brockman, and 2nd Lieuts. Stevens. Skeen.
Annesley.

om The China Dragon and
‘al Berkshire Regiment.

hese guns had five barrels,
rked by a lever — went off
[ cach time fired. After they
x for some time, and the
laily  Telegraph  started  to
I looked over his shoulder
job he was making, as he
'y owere, sitting or standing.

eers i the  ground. the left  half
start  cutting  down  the
:normous  thorns about one
long. but a great defence

armed mostly with spears and

and a halt 10 1w
against the Soudanese.

shields.

The trees. being close to them at the start. the left
half Battalion  cleared over one hundred  vards  all
round our zereba and almost  completed  the  job,

except for thickening the zereba more in many places,
So. whilst they were working. we. the right hall
Battalion had our dinner (bully beef and biscuits) and
then marched up to be ready to relieve them. The time
given us for dinner was not up, so we piled our arms
and accoutrements inside the zereba and were allowed
to fall out. some scattering towards the mimosa trees
tor shelter from the sun

I went to one about 120 yards away and found Moore
and another mun under one that was shaped like
large beehive: we lay there for a ume in the shade.



Being a Prov. L/Corporal, I thought it time to get back,
but they said they would stay a little longer; they must
have been there when the alarm was given — Moore was
killed, and I guess the other man with him. They had
no arms to defend themselves. (The two Indian
Regiments were falling in now to return to Suakin but,
when the alarm was given, the Sikhs rushed into our
zereba, and I guess the Punjab Regiment into the
Marines’ zereba).

“A" Company had started to cut down and bring in
the mimosa trees to strengthen the zereba in places and
I joined up with them. I guess it was the second trip
from the zereba — we were near the cuttings again when
we saw two Indian scouts on horseback rushing in and
halloaing.

C/Sgt. Ford understanding the “bat” ordered us to
double back to our arms and never mind our coats. We
got our brace straps over © ders, fastened our
belts, and seized our piled gghl po gh :
off my belt, so having no ti n, | h
from my left pouch. Many men
their rifles so we dropped them on t

Lieut.-Col. Hayshe rode over to
Lieut. McClintock to take his Gornp
corner of the square. We rushed over like ,..’v
wolves — no time for falling in, as wa?hziﬂ Irea
shots fired. I guess it was the sailors Nor ’ﬁﬂ j
but both their guns jammed after the f : :
sailors were compelled to fall back on B’
“D" Companies, as they were then &
only revolvers and cutlasses, were mowi
there.

We made for Joe Burton, who: wns ]yélg on

‘?’,t ds_of encouragem
el hick v

As another enemy war cry started and hundreds of
them moved towards us again, I rose up and joined the
Company and we had a lively time, as they were
rushing across our front toward the transport animals
away to our left. They did not see “A” Company, their
eyes were on the camels and mules. They seemed tired
and fagged out as they jogged along past us, that is,
those that did get by, and they were very few. No doubt
we saved a lot of the transport by downing them, still
they managed to hamstring some camels and mules.
“A" Company was never in real danger as the enemy
did not seem to notice us till too late to escape. They
passed or rushed within three yards of us, but never
had a chance to get near enough to use either sword or
spear, i.e. those outside the zereba.

During the shooting, Lieut. McClintock, being a
very short officer, kept placing his left hand on our
shoulders and, with revg ifithis right, kept giving us
ere then three or four
g in made it more, we
g square at any time, if
mmed as they got hot, and we
the lever several times before the
come out of the breech. Our
S *w:l and so were the bayonets (made

v’

she shot one | Soudanese out of two

" ’ nd General McNeil, someone else
R"!‘ re were some gruesome things to
; S t 0 Sikhs had his head cut

L-edged SW
*" om a double
outh. Pte. Kelly
the head of

ord. A sailor got a
-edged sword right in
(*A" Company's mad
a Soudanese with the

nashed

leaning on the zereba. | placed the helmet g ’E\ ‘---n';-o::;ﬁ"
the sun being so hot. We did not know \ " he . w \}\\;*"** hort very dark complexioned man,
dead or alive and with the enem g on fast “had'a - dirty s  clay pipe|in his mouth during the

ould do no
I closed up at
for the enemy to

holloaing their war cry and flags f]
more. A big gap in the hedge
the top, but left the bottom
get in, told the tale, a fr orse had broken
loose, rushed through the and kicked Burton
to death. We then knelt down and fired through the
gap at the enemy, some rushing by us within twelve
feet without seeing us.

About five minutes later 1 heard desperate yelling
from the Company’s direction on our left; the Sikhs
were shodting and pointing towards the guns and we
saw the enemy coming over the sandbags into the
zereba, making for “B.,” “C” and “D Companies. We
retired towards the Sikhs and 1 knelt down in front of
them, when I saw one of our men engaged in combat
with a Soudanese near the guns; he appeared to have
bayoneted the Soudanese in the chest, but not hard
enough, and the Soudanese rushed on him, speared
him in the chest and, when he fell, stabbed him about
three times more. | was loaded, but afraid to fire in
case | hit our man.

T did not know it v
~ for smoking in battle
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battle, and whe
the fighting he 1

him if
OV.

he was smoking during
L/Cpl. Charles Duggan
mouth, please forgive me
enemy.”

Not one man in “A y (except Pte. Burton,
killed by the horse) who was in our corner of the
square, was killed or wounded. It was a surprise to us at
roll-call to find we had six killed and six men wounded.
We suffered the most of any Company engaged. The
left half Battalion, “E”, “F", “G” and “H" Companies
did well during the battle, also the Marines.

We had no artillery at Tofrek till the following day,
when two R.H.A. guns arrived.

No transport animals were near our square, as many
people believe, they were about two hundred to three
hundred yards to our left.

Everywhere around us now seemed to quieten
down, after twenty minutes of battle. The Marines
gave three cheers and we responded gladly — the enemy
heard us and they moved faster away through the
mimosa trees.




I then crossed the square and met Pte. Cox of *C”
Company who came over to see if [ was alright. We
shook hands and congratulated one another on our
safety, little did T think for the last time. During the
night we had a false alarm and we all opened fire: |
fired one round only before the cease fire sounded. A
revolver was accidentally fired during the alarm and
my friend. Pte. Cox, was shot through the body and
killed. and so ended the 22nd March. 1885, from
morning till dark.

[Note.—Sgr. Charles Duggan and Pre. Moore were
under twenty vears of age. and had 1o obtain the
permission of Sir Garnet Wolseley before thev could
proceed on the above campaign —FEditor. |

KOHIMA - N

By Pte Purslow 14 Plate
The Roval

I was rudely awakened

Then everything scemed
shouted “Oh ['ve been
Harry. opened up.

only reason why I am all
seemed as if my whole
through my stomach. 1 fe
During these emotions,

Japs were on top of our |

To give some idea o
explain the area we we
lads as “Hell Fire Co
(attached to Garrison Hill
coming from Dimapur.
shed, right of our trenc
our right and slightly : :
also held a breath-tuk erience which was o
come later). Our trench consisted of 2 dugouts. To
enter we had to approach from the rear which took us
mto the main pit (our sleeping quarters). The other
part was the Bren pit. To enter we had to crawl through
a small opening 2" wide, 3" high.

Returning to the night of April 23rd. T was feeling
steadier and taking in what was happening. The Japs
were crawling within a few yards of the Bren pit and
throwing grenades into it. These were hastily picked
up. thrown back at the Japs and inflicting casualitics.
During this time a disastrous thing happened. Pl Comd
was sitting at the trench opening. throwing and firing
grenades. At that moment I rned to see how he wus
faring, there was a hissing sound. A FLASH!. a
detonator had gone off in his hand. To save others
injury. and to avoid the flash giving our position. he

wrapped his hand in leather jerkin and  held  the
detonator his hand. arm and face were burnt.
Although badly shaken he carried on. His batman was
also injured by the blast. Following this disaster there
wits i lot of commotion in the Bren pit, 6 grenades had
been thrown in together — 3 landed amongst  the
occupants and the others put the Bren gun out of
action. Harry, Les and Bill were seriously  wounded,
Chippy getting off unhurt, so out of the 9. 3 were left
able-bodied. Joe, Chippy and myself.

Dawn was just breaking. the air was stufty with
fumes of grenades. It was almost impossible not to step
on the wounded who laid in the bottom ot the trench.
They bore it well, not a murmur from one of them. |
was quite worried,  fearing  another  attack. T was
ordered to take over the Bren pit. On entering. a
grenade exploded just in front of me. How [ managed

s back know and all for my trouble
my leg. | took up position in
gun. ready tor whatever may
td. firing ceased. cautiously
k up position. It was then |
front of me. digging in. All |
[ired and missed. There must
dll positions opened up. The
he Japs still attacking. our
Chippy joined me. shouted
o second telling. A grenade
trench.
was spent i the same way.
ithdrawing. their attack had

wounded out and we were to

g

AN 1945

ostly dense and humid and
iures that stung and bite. |
Wiltshire Regt and we had
heen fighting the there for months, It was
1945 and we were in the midst of the ARAKAN
campaign. Our Battalion was with a torce pushing
along the MAYU range trying to relieve part of the
Division which had been cut off. It was hot and uring
work.

Late one afternoon my platoon had just moved
forward along a spur when we came under fire and a
corporal was Killed. Being unable to spot where the
enemy were, we withdrew to the end of the spur where
we spent the night. Next morning | was ordered 1o take
out a patrol with a corporal and six men to locate the
Jup positions. As we crawled along the spur on our
bellies it seemed far longer than the '3 mile or so which
it must have been. We reached the main ndge and
found a track where considerable digging had been
done to improve fields of fire. The pile of spent




cartridge cases indicated where the enemy had been
when they opened fire the previous day. 60 yards down
the track to the left was a stream which I decided to
investigate, so, leaving my bren gunner to give
covering fire the rest of us crept down to the water. As
we reached it through the foliage we spotted the legs of
some Japanese soldiers who were washing in it barely
10 yards from us. Hoping to get between the Japs and
their positions | crossed the stream and 15 yards
further on found an empty ‘foxhole’. Suddenly I saw a
head pop up from another trench hidden further back
in the bushes. I told my corporal to be ready to give
covering fire and moved round to the right. When [ was
only five yards from the trench the Jap appeared again.
I thought he was unarmed but as | raised my sten gun |
heard a shattering noise in my left ear as a round hit my
tin hat and knocked me over. What had happened to
my covering fire? Head w ;
to the corporal when a bu
through the leaves of the
threw a grenade in its directio :
there was silence. I put my hea
sensation on my neck and discove
bullet gash from which blood w:
the corporal to circle right
covered him. [ could see a pa
thought that the odd shot in hi
hit him or cause him to look 1
with a hole in the head and ther
of the enemy.
By then I was feeling decic e
corporal to secure our posit
my company was. [ stagg
situation to my company
my small patrol and I then
There | was told that the b
away and that my jugular
Doctor filled the gouge

India by ship. Then we had an indescribable four days
in a train heading for a base hospital at Bettia. It was
insufferably hot and the stench of wounds was
appalling. Later 1 was taken up to a hill station in
beautiful country where I was given skin grafts. What a
relief that place was. It was only a brief interlude. After
six weeks, including two weeks leave, | was back at
duty with my battalion.

ANZIO- 1944

The 10th Battalion The Royal Berkshire Regiment was
formed in May 1940 and saw its first actions in Iraq and
Egypt in 1942. It then played a major part at Anzio in
February 1944 where it took so many casualties that it
was disbanded very shortly afterwards.
In January 1944 the Allies carried out an amphibious
landing at Anzio, som les south of Rome with
e aim of ing: of the German army
e landings went well but
arriving and soon the
ks made the situation
ion went ashore on 2nd
of L.t Col Ian Baird MC
selves in the frontline
the bridgehead. Enemy
6th and then began four
rition which ended in the
mpanies of the battalion.
that the three British
ere attacked by twelve
lions.
commander in the left

300 metres in front of us
he vicinity of two farm

ouses and with a frontage of about

sulphonamide ointment and & d dresm A

500 metres.

machette scabbard was the he back of my

The attacks place every night, and

» to_give my head

neck and between my sho

were bold and d. We in the forward

are journey back to

support and 1 began the
hospital.

I was put on a mule which had had a metal ring fixed
to the saddle for me to hang on to and led by an Indian
Sepoy armed only with a rifle, we set off on the 12 mile
journey through no-mans land to find the Advanced
Dressing Station. That journey was agony as whenever
the mule stopped the Sepoy hit it on the nose, which
made it move very suddenly and gave me a painful jolt.
Eventually we arrived and my wound was treated
under anaesthetic. | later heard that when I left the
battalion position they feared that I might not reach
the destination. However, next morning after a very
painful mile being carried on a stretcher, I arrived at
the airstrip and a waiting ambulance Dakota, which
flew me back to Comilla. From thence by ambulance to
the Burmese port of Chittagong and so to Calcutta in

companies were ing' trying to keep the
probing attacks at arms length, helped by the
gunners repeatedly firing our SOS defensive fire
tasks, which had a lot to do with saving us from
being over run.

There was a lot of counter-attacking within
platoon areas to eject the enemy infiltrators. The
big problem was mounting casualties from these
attacks and the incessant enemy bombardment.

On the night of 7/8 February B Company came
forward to relieve C Company and both got
involved in a considerable battle. We were attacked
too, soon after dark, then again at 11.30pm and
again at 3.30am, when A Company came forward to
help us supported by two tanks. All the battalion
reserves had been committed and all companies
were now at about half strength.



The 8th February was relatively quiet except for
constant shelling and we could hear tanks moving in
the woods. We all had no doubt that the enemy was
preparing to attack again.

Sure enough, at midnight on 8/9 February we and
the London Irish on our left were heavily attacked,
which continued for the rest of the night. My
platoon at the road junction was overwhelmed and
the forward platoon position 100 metres from me.
commanded by Lieutenant Pat Dillon of the South
African Army, was in similar danger. With the help
of two tanks I led a counter-attack which restored
the position and we captured 18 Germans. Thus

morale was high at 6am on 9th February. but not for
long.

At 7.30am we were attacked again, by a classic
I thought the large body of

infantry/tank assault.
infantry charging out
coming to surrender
hidden by their wate
they went to ground
moment that three ene
right, having over
position.  Our  anti-tanl
leading tank but then
were blinded by smoke
At 8.35am Major Jone
the wireless: “All platoon
remnants continued to fig
Company who took up
reinforcements who joined
other ranks survived.
With no troops left on
reserve, Battalion HQ wit
and a few mortar and ¢4
final battle. Then came
No further attacks. N
depleted and exhausted. cd

oods towards us were

An  cyewitness account by Captain  Peace, the
Adjutant, who ended up commanding the battalion
now tollows:

“The speed of our advance had evidently taken the
enemy by surprise but it was plain that our position
was by no means secure. The leading company was
pinned down by enemy machine gun and mortar
fire. the bridge over the stream which lay between
us and the key village of LA VARINIERE was
mined and there were pockets of German soldiers
everywhere,

We  had infiltrated  their  positions  but  had
suffered many casualties in the process. During the
night of 5/6 August our battalion reorganized into
three weak companies of some 70 men apiece in

preparation for the attack. In the morning we took
more casualties from the shelling but luckily mist
masked much of ement.

wr our pioneers lifted the
artillery barrage began and
gried to wade across the
of an hour it was clear that
wrong. Enemy counter fire
points over the stream were
ne gun and mortar fire and
es ok heavy casualties as
soon became disorganised.
ed down in the bed of the

I PEARSON. deliberately
the road to the bridge,
tick, a red rose defiantly
helmet. The men cheered
ssed forward once more as
th the heart by a German
ater two of our supporting
sars found a way across the
was quickly made. Largely
into thinking there were

on but halted in the forwarg

e Lase, some 20 minutes later

That afternoon the
relieved and the defence ¢

t 1000 metres and had
in the village of LA

MOUNT PINCON 1944

Shortly after D-Day in June 1944, 5 Wilts landed in
Normandy where they were soon in action. By Sth
August they were involved in fierce fighting in hilly and
thickly wooded country south west of CAEN. They
had encountered extensive minefields and strong
armoured opposition on the approaches to MONT
PINCON, a prominent hill rising to 1200ft. At this
point they were leading the Divisional advance
together with their sister battalion 4 Wilts and with 4
Somersets in reserve. After suff fighting the advance
was brought to a halt a mile or so short of the feature.
The Brigade was ordered to make a new plan of assault
and zero-hour was fixed for 1430 hours on 6th August,
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g the farm buildings and
the \|I[¢L_e we captured about 100 prisoners — more
men than we ourselves actually had now in all the
rifle companies.™
Captain Peace had taken command when his CO

was shot and had led this advance. His narrative

continues

“I now had the conviction that the enemy had had
enough of 1t It is a platitude that in war there comes
a time when both sides think they are beaten. We
had certainly thought that we were. but now [ fel
strongly that the Germans felt that we were on top
of them. If only we could press home our advantage
we could pull it off vet.

At about 1630 I passed this idea back over the
radio to the Brigadier. The situation was  bad
despite  our advance and  capture ol the key



crossroads. 4 Wilts and 4 Somersets had both been
involved in heavy fighting, were very tired and
depleted in numbers. We were by now reduced to
barely half a rifle company with some 5 officers and
70 men left in all. The Brigadier encouraged us to
push on to Mount Pincon itself and offered us two
squadrons of tanks in support. While I felt
convinced that we would get there I pointed out that
we would have insufficient men to fight off any
counter attack. We made a fresh plan of attack with
the tanks to lead the advance and zero-hour at 1745.
All this time the crossroads area had been
intermittently shelled by German 150mm guns and

just as we were about to start our advance I was

wounded by the shellfire and unable to continue.”

With their acting CO out of the battle it was clear
that 5 Wilts could achieve little more and they were
told to hold the crossroads. 4 Wilts were ordered to
capture the mountain instead and taking a different
line of advance they succeeded in doing so, joining a
lonely tank commander on the summit just before
dark. Despite counter attacks the depleted Brigade
held Mount PINCON. The Wiltshires had fought
perhaps their greatest battle and certainly one of the
most important in the Normandy campaign.

THESOCIETY &

General
1. Major plans for Mus
been put on hold to await
studies into the future
Museums and RHQs.

2. It has been agreed to
provision for the purchase o
fittings for the Restaurant pro
in 1992.

1992 Raffle

wwed funding of the
ompleted during 1991:
ing and storage of all
by Mr Boris Mello.

f a revolving display stand

he garden and tubs.
Fﬁuts and urns.

3. The launch of the Raffle

succeeded Colonel John

now fixed for the period May

Museum Management

hoped to sell 40,000 ticke
reach the financial target o

ay is the new Chairman
Committee for 1992

Saturday 26 September a Wardrobe, with the
lucky winner having the main prize of a Caribbean
Cruise. In addition there will be many other prizes,
including a weekend in Paris and £500 cash prizes.

Annual General Meeting

4. The 1991 meeting on 16 April 1991 was well
attended. The guest speaker was Sir Richard Luce MP
who gave a fascinating talk with many amusing
anecdotes on his interesting career, both as Minister of
the Arts and as Under Secretary at the Foreign Office.

5. The 1992 AGM will be held on Friday 24 April at
1400 hours when Lt Col Leslie Bond RA will speak on
his responsibilities for the Conservation of Salisbury
Plain.
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comprising:

Major S.J. Venus MBE
Mr D. White
Major J.J. Thompson

Member
Membership Secretary
Treasurer and Secretary

Mrs Sue Kenway Member
Major N.J. Walker (Proposed)
Captain W_.H. Sherman  (Proposed)

Appreciation

8. For the record, the devoted service of Lt Col Tony
Rose, who has been a member of the Committee since
1986 and Chairman since 1987, is greatly appreciated,
as is the valuable contribution made by his wife Gill,
who has helped run the Museum desk each Thursday
afternoon throughout the year.



1st BATTALION

Army Board of the Minstry of Defence  that the
Battalion would be required to be joined with the Ist
Battalion  The  Gloucestershire Regiment: an - amal-
gamation that (assuming no changes 1o current plans)
we now know 1s scheduled to take place in April 1994
Just as the Baumahon twok energetic but  measured
action through its retention  campaign and a  clear
statement ot what is believed to be a strong case o
avoid involvement in Opuons for Change prior to the
fateful Army Board decisions being made. so we are
now determined in the light of those hard  bul
unavoidable decisions to work effectively 1o produce a
Battahion  and  Regiment  displaving  all - the  best
qualities of our own when the amalgamation  takes

Introduction by The Co

In my introduction to 1hc! [

take account of the parict
Battalion as a whole, as wel
unigue and historic nature
the life of the 1a B
introduction o the more

events of the last 12 months
particularly  for those | men
serving away from or not it

-

place _in_ 1994, T on that will deploy fully
maaned to Cypru Y 1995 Tor an accompanied
n the Sovereign Base Arca
heed be second to none i the

ton issue have been  the
recruiting.  retention and
ary concern | should also
bquent  upon  Options  for
i als many  lorms  has
issue and  concern fon
Recruiting has continued 1o
it has been for the Battalion
(and the simple fact that
ent’s potential recruit
change in the foreseeable
agtor in the  amalgamation

ECINION. | simiple s we continue to sufler a
[UatTon. ral wastage or outtlow of

soldiers 4 dctlidied £nd of their engagements

Battalion, the background | al__influences

equals or i intlow of trained soldiers

against which we have hg that has been

from the Dep ¢rm imphications of this ftor

accomphished since | De

a__Battalion cady  under-strength  are

As a subaltern, captai any commander, |

self-cvident

can  remember  succes ommanding  Officers
talking relatively infrequently to the Battalion as a
whole. This happened typically on change of command
and to announce a forthcoming arms plot move or
operational tour; but in any event. to ensure that
momentous news was passed to all ranks accurately
and fully before it leaked out of the system by other
means! During the last 12 months it has been necessary
for me to address the whole Battalion to pass on such
news or major changes of Army plans and policy on no
less than seven occasions, and this s an indication of
the extent of the significant changes that have affected
the Battalion during the peniod: most  occasioned
directly or indirectly by Options for Change.
Undoubtedly the most poignant such briefing was
that conducted at Westdown Camp. Salisbury Plain on
23 July 1991: when [ announced the decision of the

However, in ¢l ith  this,  the  Battalion’s
retention record has improved dramatically: with the
extension and sign-on rates of soldiers being such that
by February 1991 the Battalion had moved from the
bottom of the Prince of Wales's Divisional “league’
(nine regiments), where 1t had been for a number ol
years. to a clear second place: which it has maintained
to date. This simple fact 15 a clear and very pleasing
indication of the state of morale and  professional
satisfacuon that exists currently in the st Battalion.
The Battalion’s positive recovery campaign has also
proved successful. with o number of soldiers who lelt
during 1990 and carly 1991 now seeking to re-join. My
only regret 15 that time was against us using  these
tangible  manning  successes o avoird  selection  for
amalgamation: just as the accidents of geography and
successive  Battahion  deplovments  (West - Germany .,




Canterbury, Aldergrove, Hong Kong, Catterick) have Battalion’s involvement in six major cross border

conspired against the mounting of a sustained shoots (including one at a helicopter) and three
Battalion recruiting effort in Berkshire and Wiltshire significant bombings (two targeted specifically at the
for some 15 years. More recently, the progression of security forces) during the tour, all those soldiers who
world events (in  Eastern Europe in particular) went to Fermanagh on the Operation BANNER tour
produced the assessment of future  defence did return safely at its end. This in itself was a
requirements that resulted in Options for Change: with significant failure for the terrorists and an important
consequences for the Ist Battalion of which we are all achievement by the Battalion.
too aware. | do not underestimate the considerable My final point concerns the airmobile conversion:
uncertainty generated by these matters, and have been achieved in just three months rather than the nine or
most grateful for the leadership demonstrated by the ten advocated as the ideal conversion period. The
Ist Battalion’s Officers. Warrant Officers and Senior consequent changes of pace, organisation, training and
NCOs in particular in allaying, reducing and discussing concepts occasioned in May 1991 by the requirement
positively these concerns and worries where they have to be fully operational as one of the British Army’s
been identified. three Airmobile Infantry Battalions in time to play a
So much for the background to the major issues that major role in the NATO Multi-National Airmobile
inevitably have influenced much of that with which we Division (MNAD) Trial on Exercise CERTAIN

have been involved directly e last 12 months. SHIELD 91 i ' ing September, were
However, there has also bee \ : ' at the Battalion more
of most members of the B his not inconsiderable
issues' “halles and in as played a very significant

Since the return from Hong K Iri " a concept that will affect
into 24th Airmobile Brigade. |
for the Battalion to re-organise
meet the operational req
Operation  BANNER tour as
Battalion (FRB). and then in
primary operational role as

S into the 21st century. It
tation in its airmobile
wbile Brigade and the

her activities, events,

Battalion. training and exercises
Detailed accounts of the | have occurred or been

airmobile conversion appear = i hieved ¢ ast twelve months!

would make three points. Fi ; \ By the time | IS al goes into print I am very

turbulence  occasioned by » me only some two or
organisations and retraining. ¢ : . of the 1st Battalion.
have responded magnificently a 0 excellent btedl: eresting joyable but in some cases
to all of the consequen 4 ¢ - allc ie ahead for the Batt-
unequivocal praise from a wids I cer : unreserved and most sincere
and other units with and alongsi 1 we have om 1 have served since
served. mbe ; ong., Fermanagh, Catterick,

Second. the Battalion's es of America for their
managh was of particular friendship. unstinting
campaign in  Northern  Ire ghout an  unusually
particular. First of all. the operational effectlvene“ of I know that not only will

turbulent and busy period,

I DERR prevented any of the incidents launched by these qualities endure as ever during the eventful
terrorists against the Battalion being carried out other period to 1994, but that they will also be projected and
than on the border or boundary of the Battalion's area: carried forward to excellent effect into whatever the
where a safe haven or safe escape route was future may have in store for the Ist Battalion of a
immediately available. This effective constraint on the justifiably proud British Infantry Regiment.

terrorists”  capability to operate ensured the main-

tenance of the rule of law within our operational area

throughout the tour. Next, the Battalion created the

necessary security  climate in  which to effect 1991 Diary

reductions in the static Permanent Vehicle Check The Ist Battalion ended 1990 and began 1991 with an
Points (PVCPs) in Fermanagh. To quote the General operational tour of County Fermanagh, NI. The

Officer Commanding Northern Ireland this repre- Battalion deployed on December 10th after a hectic

sented “the first real progress and change in the period of training and settled into a routine of manning

security situation in Fermanagh for at least ten years™. permanent vehicle checkpoints and general patrolling
It is also worth re-stating the fact that, despite the activity.

fd
"



A Company was collocated with D Company and
Battalion echelon at St Angelo  camp  whilst B
Company  operated  from  Lisnaskea  and  C(Sp)
Company from Clogher. Tac HQ for the tour was
based in Grosvenor Barracks. Enniskillen, the home
of 4 UDR. From this central location the HQ
controlled  the  Company  Operations  Rooms  and
carried out a great deal of routine administration.

The Colonel i Chief visited the Battalion on 11
February and there were also a number of other VIP
visits — which included  Commander  Land  Forces
Northern Ireland.  Major  General  D.P. Thompson
CBE MC. the General Officer Commanding Northern
[reland. Licutenant General Sir John Wilsey KCB
EBE:

On return to the mainland the Battalion enjoyed 3
weeks well earned leave and then found itsell straight
nto a period of intens ing ' NVErsior
an airmobile  battalion
company  was cut frc
equipped with the MIL
and  Brigade exercises
confirm that SOPs werd
major exercises  being.
Salisbury Plain. the lalt
training  culminated
CERTAIN SHIELD
barriers were put aside
to the Dutch. Germans
Multi-National ~ Airmob
Battalion  had  underte
designed to take nine
three.

» o

(I _LAHIVE OT]

On return from Ex
Batalion held a wee
included the Nines Cup

Company and shortly
departed for a hive firir
and then back to Salish
this time that Major J .
MBE.

The band departed south of England for an
intensive programme of Music Workshops in schools
in Berkshire and Wiltshire and they were joined by an
A Company group who undertook Freedom Marches
in - Abingdon. Wallingford and  Chippenham all  of
which were very well received.

November was dominated by a large Potential NCO
Cadre run by Capt Bill Wilson (50 students) who
enjoved the delights of Catterick in less than sunny
weather and by Exercise RED SHANK. a Territorial
Army exercise in which TA Company and Platoon
commanders were given the opportunity to command
with  our  Officers becoming  radio operators  and
runners!

Fortunately the pace of lite slackened slightly at this
time and the Bauwahon has been able to play sport
competitively again with the rugby team in particular

AdsS ANNOUnCCed

DCCT A Ul (] ]

Mortar PIatSofr—  and coot
istly in Otterburn  Fermand

4

domg well. That only leaves  Ferozeshiah  belore
another busy and successful year draws 1o a close vet as
[ write this the Catterick weather is doing its best 1o
scupper the best Lud plans with a blanket of snow
covering the Square

1 DERR AS FERMANAGH ROULEMENT
BATTALION (FRB) = 10 Dec 90 - 04 May 91

Lieutenant  General  Sir John  Wilsey  KCB  CBL,
General Officer Commanding Northern Ireland. in his
Foreword to the | DERR Booklet commemorating the
Battahon™s operational tour as FRB remarked:

You had & most successful tour and vou can all feel

extremely  proud  of  what  vou achieved”. He
continued  with ords your firm and
ol events  demonstrated o

wonal  approach o your

accounts and  summaries ol
of authors from within the 1st
sventful and memorable tour:
which was well-summarised
Vilsev. They also provide a
mmpressions  and images  thal
ire of the st Battalion™s tour

?’esl (A Company)
nt Battalion (FRB) area 18
wal  Areas  of  Responsibility
s responsible for controlling
s in the Western TAOR.

very large arca. It has over
recognised Border Crossing
chicle Check Points (PVCP)
nitored legal traffic. Several
unapproved BCP: losed by A Company or the
Operations Company. > Company. At the end of the
tour. no BCP in Fermanagh West had been re-opened:
a considerable achievement that contrasted  fuvourably
with the BCP openmg campaign in the cast of the
County.

Other operations included OPs, ambushes. searches
and soft target protection. Most patrols were inserted
and  extructed by helicopter.  though  vehicles  were
sometimes used lor certain operations. Police or Army
boats were also used to vary patrol profiles

Patrols varied in length from 8 hours o0 5 days.
However, most were tor about 36 hours. The personal
administration  of the soldiers  improved  dramatically
and living relatively comfortably  from a bergan was
common-place.  Some  patrols  were  forward-mounted
from PCVPs or RUC Stations  Spare rations are held

AN




at these locations and tasks can be changed or
extended to meet developments. The PVCPs usually
employ a maneouvre element to provide support to the
troops manning the location.

Much patrol tasking was aimed specifically at
supporting the Battalion Intelligence Collection Plan
but a great deal was the result of close liaison at local
level between the RUC and the Army. The Company
Commander  attended  Enniskillen  Sub-Divisional
Action Committee meetings, and the Company
Operations Officer held weekly meetings with the
RUC Operations Inspector. The result was a varied
and interesting programme that fulfilled the needs of
the RUC and of the Battalion: and jointly guaranteed
the inability of the terrorist to mount a successful
operation in Fermanagh West from December 1990 to
May 1991.

Operations Fermanagh East (B Company)

During the Op BANNER tour B C@mpdn@
responsible for the south-eastern™ corner of Sl
managh. The region is predominantly rural \.@nd:::*"*-
contains only a handful of towns of any si
including Lisnaskea where the Company w
Two smaller towns, Brookeborough an
bridge, lie to the north on the main A4 rc
and there are a number of small villages o the®so
Lisnaskea. These are essentially Republlfcjn the
significant being Rosslea and Donagh.© {4

The Company’s primary role was to) md
Permanent Vehicle Check Points (PVICP
along the border and also to patrol the -
boundaries.  Operations of = various = types
mounted by the Company and by other elemen
Battalion. They included large search operations with
the aim of seizing terrorist munitions and cqulpmenl
border closure operations to increase the effectiveness
of the Company’s control of eross border movement,
which also improved the effectiveness of the PVCPs;
and latterly the complete removal of Derryard PVCP
in conjunction with the closure™of selected border
crossing points. This particular operation involved a
reinforcement  Battalion (1 CHESHIRE) deploying
into Fermanagh and temporarily taking command of B
Company’s area of responsibility. The operation lasted
for a week and involved the use of a wide range of
military resources and assets,

B Company's principal effort and manpower
throughout the Operation BANNER tour centred
upon the PVCPs. The Company had dedicated many
hours of training in England to preparing to operate,
defend and live in a PVCP. The PVCPs are check
points located very close to the border which allow the
Security Forces to exercise some control over
cross-border traffic. These days they are heavily-
armed and protected places equipped with .50 heavy
machine guns, ‘crash barriers’ designed to trap vehicles LCpl Pugh Deploys the Drums Pl.
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inside the checkpoint. “skunk barriers” to keep people
out and (in most  cases)  mortar-hardened  accom-
modation  blocks and cextremely  thick concrete  blast
walls designed to keep proxy bombs and mortars at
bay. The regime within o PVCP can be not only
extremely monotonous but  arduous oo, A location
would typically have a manoeuvre element conducting

external operations by day and mght: irrespective of

bad weather or freezing temperatures.

Arriving at St Angelo by

B Company’s  pu
augmented by other
Battalion  or  from the

Patrolling was alwavs th

whole ol SE Fermunagh
ot the Security Forces at
framework  patrolling w
region and - conducting
around the PVCPs in th

The Company sufterd
activity in SE Fermanagh. The muanning of the PVCPs
for long stretches of time (a task shared with A
Company 1o the west) was probably the most ditficult
and arduous task in the Battalion during Op BANNER
tour.  Credit must those  soldiers and  their
commanders  who  maintained  such high  standards
throughout the five months of the tour. many having
spent over 40", of the our ina PVCP

o901 o

Operations in the Clogher Valley (C Company )
The Clogher Valley  was  the  responsibility of €
Company for the duration of the Buttalion™s Operation

BANNER  tour.  Although  operating o demuanding
TAOR. the Company had the wdvantage of not having
o maintain any - statie locauons:  this  allowed  the

Compuny s manpower to be  concentrated on patrol
activity and planned operations, which were routinely
conducted in support ol the RUC. As a0 rule. patrol
operations ook place on foot but making extensive use
ol support hehicopters for insertion and - extraction
Patrols had to adapt o working and living in the open

for extended  penods: otten being  resupplied  from
their base location,

The Clogher  Valley s literally - “home™ 10 an
unusually - Large number of security  force  personnel.

The close proximity of their homes to the border leaves
these targets”  leeling  very  vulnerable  and
protection and reassurance of the community (as well
as keeping an eye on the “undesirable” clements of the
population) was o continuing  theme  throughout  the
Company s tour in the Clogher Valley.

Another  theme countering  the  activities ol
I il i s. These organisations were
-opening  unapproved  border
Chented 1o the community the
open  border policy as the
fons.  However. when
at o the soft targets i the
attack increased
necessary to reclose Border
W ensure  the  contimuimg
obstacle o terronst

sl

WS

these

iss border

S Un

the  success  of nulitary
upon the Company s good
both the UDR und RUC
I at nurturing a professional
W atmosphere ol trust and
the  various
Ipeher Valley
n oof the terrorists (oo persist

securtty foree

Lo-operiation and  resolve ol
coarca. combied with well
Frations. suceesstul
th hittle opportunity o carry
1 Nalley December 1990

Were

May 1991

Airmobile in Fermanagh (D Company)

Concentrated in St Angelo Camp was D Company, the
Operations Company. with aperate
the Battahion™s whole area of responsibiliny . By making
the best use ot helicopters the Company was able to

orders o HCTONS

move  long  distances  at short novee with all the
cquipment  necessary far long  operations: o (o
conduct — short operanons using the numimum
cquipment and - manpower  and  relving  on spead.

surprise and unpredictabiliny o achieve success

In Hong Kong the Company had used helicopters on
Battwhon and Company exercises, and it had added 1o
its experience durmg pre-Northern lreland tionmg
Stantord. It was well-prepared 1o mahe masimuim: tse
ol the wireratt available i Fermanuagh



Nearly all D Company's operations were mounted
from St Angelo, using helicopters to deploy. The
Company used every type of helicopter in Northern
Ireland:  from the three-passenger Gazelle for
reconnaissance, through Lynx, Wessex and Puma. to
the enormous Chinook which carried more than 40
soldiers in one lift. On a number of occasions the RAF
were able to concentrate their aircraft; and using six at
a time it was possible to deploy up to 50 soldiers to six
different landing sites at one time., so cordoning an
area without giving any warning of the Company’s
approach.

Buzzard, the helicopter tasking cell. was at St
Angelo, right next to the Company’s Operations
Room. The close proximity of the two planning rooms
made very easy the coordination of helicopter support
by Lt Minty (BUZZARD) and Lt Delf the Company
Second-in-Command.

D Company used he
Vehicle Checkpoint  opera
sky in a pair of helicopters
any vehicle moving anyw
warning to the occupant.
being operated the helicopters
protection for the soldiers on

The Battalion's patrolling p
the need to gather informi
doing their police tasks.
Companies” Permanent Veh
provide reassurance to the j
Most of this centrally coord
was carried out by D Compa
to deploy from St Angelo.
the safest and quickest mea
patrol task. and helped (¢
unnecessarily long on the g
been completed.

were many variables to be considered. A casual
onlooker at the door of BUZZARD's ‘nest’” could well
have been excused for thinking that he was witnessing
the beginnings of Armageddon: with the constant
radio chatter and incessant warbling of telephones.

In order to ensure that helicopter crews and users
were evenly balanced and that all parties received the
support that they wanted. the cell had to juggle flying
hours, flying times, safe landing sites, top cover
requirements in border areas, passengers, freight
(both internal and underslung) and refuelling. Any
number of spanners can be thrown into the works by
weather and urgent operational changes: such as
reactions to incidents and medevac. A carefully
worked out plan at 0200 hrs can be in the wastepaper
bin by 0210 hrs!

The FRB was allocated approximately 260 Support

eli i wnth. On average 275
moved each day. The
and 315 bergans in a 24

servative estimate, an
sed for Op MUTILATE:
two of the Fermanagh

r a total of 10 PVCPs
and B Companies, with
under command of B
al of ten multiples were
Jlions. The remaining
nies were involved with
d the protection of the
. |With the removal of the
CPs in March 1991 the

d to PVCPs reduced to

Reaction Force (ARF) f

B Company saw three

was at 10 minutes notice
incident in Fermanagh. Th
this force was when it supported B Company as they
dealt with a hoax proxy bomb at Kilturk Checkpoint.
The force was on the ground in exactly the right place
within minutes of B Company being attacked.

The Fermanagh Roulement Battalion — Air Operations
Operating from one of the busiest heliports in Europe,
the FRB Air Co-ordination and Tasking Cell
commanded by Lt Norman Minty. affectionately
known as BUZZARD. ably assisted by WO2 Gill

(BLACKBIRD) and Pte Monger (BUDGIE). co-
ordinated the day-to-day operational and admin-
istrative  helicopter requirements  of the Battalion

through the tour.
BUZZARD's responsibilities are diverse and there

ere &l r, with periods of up to
8 weeks in one check in other words 40% of
the tour). The quality of life and nature of the work
vary enormously between PVCPs. PVCP 3 (Annagh-
martin) for example has separate team rooms and a
Multiple Commander’s Room; while 2 kilometres
away at Killyvilly PVCP the accommodation is a single
Portacabin split by a ‘see through’ partition! Wattle-
bridge PVCP 7 processes about 1000 cars a day, while
Clonatty Bridge (PVCP 5) receives about 5 cars a day.
Despite these differences the working day generally
revolved around 3 shifts: QRF/patrols, duty and rest.
Duty varied in detail between PVCPs, but usually
involves the tasks of roadman, coverman, sangar
sentry and commander. In some cases there is also a
RMP. Throughout the tour, as the threat remained
high and constant, the QRF or manoeuvre element
spent most of its time outside the confines of the



PVCP: as the weather improved and the outside of the p
PVCP became more attractive. this tactical  option P
became less unwelcome! (]

All the check-points lived on fresh rations. and the /
quality of the food generally depended on the effort /
expended: although as the food ran out the troops were

generally forced into “healthy eating”™ just to reduce the
mountain ot frozen tood!

Pre J M. Mavon

PVCOPs are not always the most exciting places 1o
Lt Gen Sir John Wilses KCB CBE General Officer \PL'”\’ 70% of a tour and the Battalion was not oo
Commanding Northern lreland sorry to see the back ol them.  However,  they



continued to offer the best potential for a direct
confrontation with the terrorist, as the only known
military quantity for the enemy in a TAOR in which all
other operations sought to achieve unpredictability
and a range of tactical options. The PVCPs did provide
some opportunities for tactical innovation: and the
success of this is demonstrated by the failure of PIRA
to mount a successful direct attack on a PVCP
throughout the tour.

VIP Visitors to 1 DERR
The Battalion had a range of VIP visits from military
and non-military figures the highlight of these was the
visit of the Colonel-in-Chief which is described
elsewhere in the Journal.

The military visitors included the Commander Land
Forces Northern Irelan jor General D.P.
Thompson CBE MC ' | Off)
Commanding Northern |

the Secretary of State for
Honourable Peter Brooke M
Permanent Vehicle Check

for a full day later in the
locations. The Under Secreta
Ireland. Lord Belstead, journe
longer visit. Lord Belstead ¢a
morning of New Year's Day,
Angelo for a special lunch

daubed on the contents of 729 tubes of cam cream and
marched their way through 223 pairs of Combat Boots
High. They have patrolled through 463 pairs of combat

trousers and fired 56,150 rounds of training
ammunition. After firing they have cleaned their
weapons with 3.04 miles (a BFT and a bit) of

flannelette. They have found their way in the dark and
have spoken on radios using 144.537 batteries. The MT
Platoon (marching nowhere) used 33,680 litres of fuel
and 22 tyres whilst driving 282,932 miles. Feeling
peckish after these activities the Battalion consumed
128,880 eggs, 33,612 meat pies, 56,1001bs of potatoes
and 11.066 twenty-four ration packs. This was washed
down with tea made from 340,176 tea bags. 29,856
pints of milk and 20,058 Ibs of sugar. They then ate
30,780 packets of crisps. The debris from this feast was

e above, the Battalion
atch 402 different video

another dull, wet day in SE
hrs a yellow Transit milk
, at the eastern end of

f the command sangar;
le the roadman was
ily abandoning the float
1 box!) and informing him

as sounded and all the

of the check point in
ates of undress. A rapid

Battalion.

out. On arrival at a

During the whole tour the
one member of the Royi

to cut off the roads

members of the Civil Ser
Brigadiers, as well as fiv es, five visit:
instructors from NITAT and five visits by members of
the press (including two TV crews, one news team
from a national newspaper, reporters from local
newspapers based in Berkshire and Wiltshire, and a
team from SOLDIER Magazine). In addition, we also
hosted teams studying our clothing, equipment,
vehicles and bases, and inspecting our arrangements
for catering, hygiene, fire and physical recreation.

Logistic Statistics with a Difference
The Quartermaster Platoon (whose long standing
historical traditions prohibit the issuing of stores or
clothing on any grand scale) have perused their
‘accounts’ and discovered some interesting facts.

Since arriving in the Province the Battalion have

civilians from nearby

a telephone, as
communications back to the Company Operations
Room were proving difficult. The whole scenario
closely resembled a pre-tour training exercise!

Once the cordon was established the ARF and RUC
were quickly on the scene. ATO arrived soon after
these agencies, but decided to wait until the following
day before dealing with the incident.

A very cold and wet night passed slowly. This was
especially so for certain of those who had so hurriedly
left the PVCP dressed only in basic combat clothing
and not wearing their socks! All however had helmets,
INIBA, weapons and equipment.

The next day ATO returned and at approximately
1900 hrs declared the device an elaborate hoax.

The checkpoint was soon re-occupied and then
business went back to normal, with most people feeling



that the end-product had  been  something  of  an borough and County Tyrone

anti-climax!  However. the benefits of  fresh  milk, The getaway car was found i the Knocks and was
cream and orange juice over Christmas did brighten up cordoned  through the might. Unusually. 1t had  been
a relatively dull festve season o although milk floats abandoned close to the scene of the erime

providing these small comforts were always scrutinised The nest day an antensive tollow-up and clearance
with  more  suspicion  atter  the  events  of 20721 was cartied out by 4 UDR and B Company | DERR
December! This was complicated by reports of an abandoned 11D

in- Brookeborough The device was finally located and
made sale by ATO, 1ogether with the getaway  car

Annaghmartin PACP which  had  been  crudely  hooby-trapped  with — an
On Thursday 27 December 1990 at about 16 minutes meendiary  device o destroy  forensic evidence. The
alter midmight Annaghmartink PVCP was engaged by bucket filled with “Dockyard Confetti” was obviously
heavy bursts of machme gun fire. The "Christmas cease left to carch follow -up troops but failed to detonate.

fire” had otficially ended. The PVCP was manned by B On the mght of 5 February 1991 reports were
Company at the time. In all. about 150-200 rounds receved  that o pistol had been found 1in Brooke-
were  fired  from across the border and the PVCP borough by children. B Company  with  ATO
sustained & number of hits around the accommodation responded 1o the seene. A Brazilian Taurus Ymm pistol
block. commuand sangar arca. Pre Belcher in was o recovered. il il probably  been et o
the fighting sangar rety TCTE TIMMEdTC NGy dropped™ iy ey ed mnthe murder some two

firing in all about 73 rou -—m o WELR Sy CV 0L

Mcanwhile Sgt Probet® 10 ENYRRISHAL S S I S0 4 ous occasions i Fermanagh,
position,  engaged  the |l point e =S S8 tolt-turget  murder ol an
flank: catching the terrofis® b Finhy YeAurlly | Forces: it achieved nothing

them to withdraw | v s A Bam.| but merely underlined the
AL the time of the shod epared o ke human hife
cars in the checkpomt W Spaper entry
hits. However, there wepe
in the firing the two rofd
evacuated them from the
returning o assist in the fi
The joint follow-up will
established the firing  pa
PVCP. The accuracy off
indicated  the  skill  and
machine-gunner. No hi

bruary 1991

> 1o the border have proved
s undertaking. Despite the
mploved by hehcopter pilors
the  helicopter shoot as a
Esthigious  operation. At the
ymber of border operations

casualtues were sustamed | 2 4 ) v othe terrorisis ook the
T'he incident could ha : “_ﬂ portun g o shoot down a helicopter

sty Bl 1 Dol oy o ectmne W HICh Wik 8 { patrol.

eavy seight ol Tiee P SRS S NCE———— A patviry of pick up at a landing site

EREE: close o the he * Republic of Ireland. The
AN SWU A ce-tops and tlew parallel o

the landing sie. As 11 was

Crous e up

the bo

Murder at Brookeborough about o land. 4 burst of automatic fire. which included
On 21 January 1991 at about 1745 hes. Mr Cullen tracer. was fired at the helicopter. Fortunatels  the
Stevenson was - returning o his home  in Brooke- arreratt was not it and the pilot took instant evasive
borough. when 4 gunmen ambushed him as he stepped action, aborting the landing and using the tremendous
out of the caur. Mr Stevenson. a retired RUC Reservist. agility of the helicopter 1o extricate the wireralt from
was hit & number of times and died of his wounds. The the situation
terrorists made good their escape into Knocks Hills. The pilot then flew north along the border looking
A patrol of 4 UDR was close by at the time and for the terrorist cunman. but whilst doing <o the
responded  with. RUC at the scene. Meanwhile B terronist showed  his determination 1o achieve  his
Company instigated a4 call out of C Coy 4 UDR misston by engaging the wreralt o second tme. Again
part-timers o cut off positions between the border the pilot was torced o take evasive action. but this tme
and Brookeborough in an attempt 1o catch the flecing he believed the wreraft had been hit by the enemy fire
cunmen.  Concurrent with  this  the  Battalion his fears were fortunately untounded — and not wanting
implemented various contingency plans 1o seal border to risk his atreralt further he returned 1o his base.
arcas and mam through routes. € Company positioned The pilot had managed 1o locate tarly accurately the
@ VOP on the A4: the main road between Brooke- position trom which the terrorst had fired and passed
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the information back to C Company Operations
Room. A careful search of the firing point area. which
was located right on the border with the Irish Republic,
identified the position that the terrorist had used. The
subsequent clearance of the area recovered 360
GPMG  empty and links, well an
ammunition box used in the incident.

Although the operation had been well-planned and
executed in a determined fashion by the terrorist, the
pilot through skilful flying and quick reactions averted
a much more serious incident.

cases as ds

A Company Work by Moonshine

A search in the Doon Mountains, West of Derrylin,
offers the chance to see some of the most picturesque
parts of South Fermanagh. ConS€quently CSgt ‘Duke’
Sumner and his search team; commanded by Cpl Bard.
found that on the sunny moring of Sawrday 3 April
they were accompanied by most of the A Company
hierarchy!

Unusually they found a hide within“half an_hotr:-In
the well at the rear of a house were 16 bottles of
potteen (or Moonshine: for. thaose who didn’t
understand the witty title) together with/a" half=fall
plastic barrel containing the' same. The OwnEr was
cautioned by the RUC. “Never seen it /before T inPmy
life” was the predictable reply. HM "CuStom§' ‘and
Excise visited the scene and seized the evidence.' No
doubt charges will follow.

Afternote: Yes, we did only find 16 battles: No, we
don’t know what it tasted like (and nor 'doeSTanyong
else on the operation!).

Operation Mutilate: Removal of Boa Island PYCP
Operation MUTILATE involved® @ Series. of . con-
current operations throughout Fermanagh. involving |
DERR. 4 UDR and 1 CHESHIRE, plus a host of
engineers and other agencies. During  the operation
the PVCPs at Derryard and "Boa“Island were removed,
together with the closure of a number of unapproved
Border Crossing Points (BCP). | DERR  was
responsible for all aspects of the operation except
convoy escort and the operation in the Derryard area.

Before dawn on Tuesday 19 March engineers began
the reduction of Boa lIsland PVCP. Work continued
into the day. when the first of a series of engineer
convoys arrived  to continue  the  demolition.
Concurrently,  Support  Company | CHESHIRE
(commanded by Major Joe Edmonds DERR) under
command of 1 DERR provided security adjacent to
the PVCP and on Boa Island. A Company | DERR
conducted border security operations and prepared to
close BCPs 211 212. The teemed down
throughout.

By Friday 22 March Boa Island PVCP was no more,

and rain

The Chaplain ‘General.y 1he Reverend J. Harkness

OBE QHC RAChD.

LCpl Pugh and Pre Davies on pairol.
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Pie Scott and Pre Dobir

many tons of rubble had
the border 1t was sim
concrete  dry!  Notwithst:
problems encountered by
was a greal success and
planned: except tor the |
well ahead of time.

In a subsequent convegs:
Officer the General Offi
Ireland. Licutenant Geng
“Operation. MUTILATE
Battalion can be proud o
in an operation that has

on

dressed in combat suits with berets and  balaclavas!
They were taken into a nearby house where Mr Elliont
was tied up. Mrs Elliott was handed & bag containing a
primed bomb and was told 10 take 1t into the RUC
main butlding.

The  Elhort's been  damaged  during  the
hijack and o degree of  panic sent n the
terrorists realised that they had o ticking bomb and no
transport! Luckily another car came along and  was
quickly hryacked. Mrs Elliot was taken 1o the border
and ettt to run 300 the RUC Swanon. Pe
Jones. on duty in the Belleek gate sangar. did not let
her in. He told her 1o place the bag down and 10 move
awiy . She did so very quickly! Pte Jones then sounded

car  had

NoOw s

metres o

the alurm and the station was evacuated. The local
health centre was cleared h) lL‘|L‘|‘||lt‘nL' No roops
were deploved due to the high nisk of a come-on. The

no - casualties but extensive
¢ tollow-up troops. agencies
RUC Rigid Ruder along the
unusual deployvment option
the National

inherent

dee on new s

¢ risks mn a more
seene and handed 1t over o
pis o redeploy o the hijack
attahion ARE comnmunded by
Elhot's car and the house
1 ob  the
not started. It also explamed
hat ATO should blow 1t up!

car - was  ample

; company - was spared  and
forward  movement o,
o house ATO recovered the
Fermanagh for 10 vear

= ’ 10 clse. Five hours cone and
well-pleased 10 have
improving  the  security

: Al en ahandoned w a Border
reducing  the  static

ds  cordoned  overnight by

L v

manpowcer-intensive and

v omultiple and  cleared  the

military patrol capability .

tound n the cur

Through Operation M
small piece of military . \
19-23 Muarch 1991 AllTinvolved should be justfiably
proud of a job well done!

LS Rre i @ Bt |

The Belleek Bomb
Monday 8 April 1991 w St Angelo began with OC A
Company. Major Russ Wardle, and 21C 1D Company.
Licutenant Mike Delt. discussing how boring life had
become. OC A Compuany was of the opinion that a
small incident would speed the passage of time. No
sooner said than done

AL 0815 hrs, Mrs Elhot, the RUC Belleck cleaner,
was bemng driven 1o work by her husband as normal
They were not particularly surprised to be stopped by
an. "Army  patrol” 3kms Belleek. Unfort
unately the  Elhous Were  Werrorists

ol

patrol

suuth

lor the

ALY rward incident cleared
quickly and effici &l e protessional reactions ol
Sgt Parsons and his multuple ahe same one that was
shot at in Gortmullen PYCPHL and Sgt Davies and his

admin team helped the RUC avoird a major disaster

WS

Shooting at Gortmullan PVCP = 20 April 1991
Gortmullen PVOP was the scene of o mugor shooting
incident on Sawurday 20 April 1991, At that
continuing high threat existed against PVOPSs in South
West  Fermanagh. As a0 result COP had
addimonal overwatch OPs around the PVCOP

AL 1755 hours 1wo long bursts of machime vun tire

time o

placed

resulted strthes on the lower, unmanned. sangi

That was the only: moment at which the terronsts had
the Ihe mmmediate,
controlled. Posttions

mnitrative response

All

Moy

and  devastating cop



responded with SA80 fire. Pte Byrne, in the main
sangar, saw the enemy tracer and returned fire with the
GPMG. Cpl Alden sent a contact report, activated the
attack alarm and dropped the anti-ramming barriers.
He then gained his place in Northern Ireland campaign
history by being the first man to use the .50 inch
Browning Heavy Machine Gun in action!

The PVCP Commander, Sgt Rowley, moved to the
GPMG sangar. Once he had assessed the situation he
used the GPMG to indicate the enemy position. At the
same time Pte Bond (on a “S” type engagement from
the TA) brought a second GPMG into action from the
lower sangar. Sgt Rowley collected together an ad hoc
force and left the relative cover of the PVCP. He then
began to assault towards the enemy position using fire
and manoeuvre. The terrorists withdrew further into
the Republic of Ireland. Three men were briefly seen
by a COP team commandeéd by Sgt Griffith.
Unfortunately they were at gxtreme range and, though
engaged, were not hit.

The only casualty was Pte
acting as No 2 on the .50 inch. as “well
enemy with his personal weapon. Cpl
him to fetch more ammunition and in the
he fell from the 12 foot high sangar, badly
leg. He later received 16 stitches and tre
shock after being evacuated by helicopter.

During the engagement only one man
fire; and that was due to him administe
the casualty.

Ferozeshah Parade 1990
The Battle of Ferozeshah, fought on 2I
1845, is usually commemorated by a Batl
In Deccn‘lhe 199{1 with
throughout :
normal Batlalmn PdrddL was ubvr ]
question. However, Ferozeshah' 1990 had of course to
be marked by some cerem@ny, and the Adjutant_and
RSM were tasked to producg a format which would be
compatible with the circumstanées of the Operation
BANNER tour.

The big day arrived. The Colour Parties consisted of
Lt Gilchrist (Queen’s Colour) and Lt Delf
(Regimental Colour), with CSgt Williams (Queen’s
Colour) and CSgt Sumner (Regimental Colour). The
charge was delivered by the Commanding Officer and
the ceremony to effect the handover of the Colours to
the Warrant Officers and Sergeants was conducted
flawlessly. All  Warrant Officers, Sergeants and
Officers in station then sat down for a very enjoyable
meal in the Warrant Officers” and Sergeants’ Mess,
entertained by a piper provided by 4 UDR. The
ceremony to return the Colours to the Officers was
conducted at midnight. Operational considerations
dictated that the celebration of Ferozeshah then
finished; but everyone present felt that this important
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Regimental Day had been marked with as much style
as circumstances permitted.

Postscript
On Thursday 28 November 1991 Brigadier C.F.
Drewry CBE, Commander 24th Airmobile Brigade,
presented Northern Ireland Campaign Medals to some
179 members of the Battalion during a simple Parade,
which was followed at the Garrison Memorial Church
by a Service of Thanksgiving for the safe return of the
Ist Battalion from Northern Ireland. At this Service
the Battalion presented to the Garrison church for
Dedication two Hymn Boards made by the Domestic
Pioneers.

These events and ceremonies provided an appro-
priate conclusion to a maost muessf’ui operational tour
in County Fermanagh, Northern Ircland.

nday 11 February 1991:
e flight ¢ f fﬂurW‘tssex hcllmplers flew low over the
*n‘b r helipad. The last to set

a5 a brig f the Queen’s Flight. A

¢ rotor blades ceased turming, then HRH
Duke of Edinburgh alighted, and
it of the Colonel-in-Chief to the Ist
by the Commanding
onel of the Regiment, and Brigadier
ander 8 Infantry Brigade. The party
the Briefing Rpom, where Lieutenant
‘briefed the Colonel in Chief on the final
: Hong Kong tour, the preparations for
NI the tour in Northern Ireland
in its airmobile role.

The Colonel-in-Chief, the Colone! of the Regiment and
the Commanding Officer touring St Angelo Camp.



Hhe Colonel=t=C et with A Con

Prince l’h]|:|‘ indicated! f ['1Llﬂii.’lllilf Interest 1 the
Battahon's  border - opedMORSSSEIRN:  the  subseguent
discussion

Fhe Commanding O IGEEREN] the Colonel of the
Regiment  escorted  the  Colonel in Chief 1o the
Othcers” Mess. where he met the Otficers and Warrant
Otticers  mtormally  tor  pre-lunch  drinks Repre
sentatives of the Roval Marines
and REME were also present

After  a  hght  Junch  with  the  Officers  the

Intellhigence Corps

Colonel-in-Chiet was hosted by the RSM during a vist
to the Main Dining Room. where he met the members
ol the Bauahon and s support elements based  at
Angelo. He spoke to most of those present. during
very relaxed and happy. mformal “walk-about”
Eventually 1t was time tor the Colonel in Chiet to
depart, and the party moved back 1o the  helipad
taking a moment en route tor a tormal photograph with
the Officers. In his final words to Licutenant Colonel

Stone  as he boarded  the helicopter  Prince  Philip
] |
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The Colonel-in-Chief arriving ' at St

meets the Commanding Officer.

indicated how very much he had enjoy
short visit and that his previous visit t
had also been during an operational tc
security duties: but on the other side of
the Sino-Hong Kong Border.

At 1500 hours the bright red Wessex ]|f
brilliant blue sky and the short but men)
concluded. -

AN AMALGAMATION
ANACCOUNT OF THEF

23 JULY 1991

July 1991 found the Ist Battalion engaged in an
intensive period of airmobile training on Salisbury
Plain. It was based at Westdown Camp near Tilshead,
Wiltshire.

Tuesday 23 July dawned with a hazy sun obscured by
the thick mist and fog typical of The Plain in the early
hours. By 0830 hours however the mist had cleared
completely and another hot and humid day was in
prospect. The Battalion had concluded a Battalion
exercise 24 hours carlier and was scheduled to embark
on a Brigade Test Exercise on the evening of 25 July.

In normal circumstances no particular significance
would have attached to 23 July: a day of clearing up
from one exercise and preparing for the next one.
However, this was the day on which the Secretary of
State for Defence, The Right Honourable Tom King

“\\\\m"* :'rbr-’
R Gesignated h
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MP, was to announce to the House of Commons the
long-awaited details of the way in which Options for
Change would be implemented, and which regiments
would be required to amalgamate, disband, merge or
go into suspended animation in the period 1992 to
1995.

The 1st Battalion had for some months been
aware of its possible vulnerability to involvement in
Options for Change due to its continuing manning
difficulties: a situation that had obtained for at least a
decade due to the Regiment's historical problem of
recruiting  sufficient numbers of  soldiers  from
Berkshire and  Wiltshire.  Ironically,  whilst  the
recruiting situation could not be disputed or rectified in
the short term. it was in early 1991 that the Regiment
achieved a clear second place of the nine Regiments of
the Prince of Wales's Division for the retention and
prolongation of service pidiers, having been at or
ve the botto sague’ for the previous
] ecruiting situation the
ds well recognized and
discussion for many months.
sively dominated life in
d it was gogd that, one way or the
- of the Regiment was at last to be

12

\
e

;

Cnmmandln}, Officer had received a
ter marked in the green ink used by
perative ‘Not 10 be opened before
¥ "*Not lto be divulged before 231530A
earing the stamp gnd seal of the Chief of
,LP')! This letter quite clearly contained
nfirmatory. information of that which
i State would announce in the House of

SN
e

it was to open the letter before the
e. Commanding Officer determined
on 21 July: knowing only too
. he would be unable to
nnt the news was good
ture held.

to delay until 15
well that, withou
conceal from ot
or bad once he knew

He arranged  to Second-in-Command.
Major John Silvester, ¢ Regimental Sergeant
Major, WO! (RSM) North at the Nissen hut being
used as the exercise Officers” Mess at 1500 hours, in
order that they would be present at what promised to
be an historic occasion. The Battalion was to assemble
in the main Dining Hall at 1515 hours, with the
contents of the letter being announced to all ranks
simultaneously at 1530 hours. At 1540 hours the news
would be telephoned through to Captain Mike Godwin
(the Unit Families Officer and OC Rear Party at
Catterick) in order that the families and Rear Party
soldiers would be as up to date on the news as the Ist
Battalion at Salisbury Plain.

At 1455 hours the Officers’ Mess cleared as the
officers joined the rest of the Battalion at the Dining
Hall. The Commanding Officer and Second-in-




Command were left alone. o be joined 4 few minutes
later by the Regimental Sergeant Major. The trio sat
down around a coffee table on which was one of the
Royal  Berkshire  silver  dragons  and  Licutenant
Colonel Stone proceeded to open the letter from the
Chiet of the General Staff, General Sir John Chapple
GCB CBE ADC Gen.

He scanned the letter briefly. then read it in full to
Major Silvester and WOI1 (RSM) North. The full text
of the letter stated:

“Dear David,

At 1530 hours today the Secretary of State will be
making a statement in the House of Commons on
the effects of Options for Change upon the Army.
At the same time an Arm\ White Paper will be
published. attached ahic mll be the names of
Regiments  and B '
changes.

I have 1o inform yol
by the Secretary of S
Majesty’'s Governmen
amalgamate  with  the
cestershire  Regiment
mendation has been ae

This letter, in advan
the House of Comm
opportunity  to  infol
decision in the most ap

Your Regiment has
and traditions of the
and 1 know that [ can
under you o mal
traditions in the new Re

Yours sincerely _
John Chapple™ (signed)

There was at once a sg
of the inevitability of
letter. The Key informati J
amalgamation was 1o be effected and. in the course ol a
briet discussion of the impuct of this news. the
Commanding  Officer.  Second-in-Command  and
Regimental Sergeant Major determined 1o plan for an
arbitrary  worst or earliest case of January 1993 (we
now know that the amalgamation has  been
siderably postponed: to April 1994),

Following a further briel” discussion. the two officers
and WOT (RSM) North set off in sober mood 1o walk
the 100 metres down the road that runs through
Westdown Camp to the Dining Hall there 1o break the
news to the Battahion as a whole. For the Commanding
Officer it was a long walk, as he composed in his own
mind exactly that which he would say; whilst at the
same tme trying not to betray. before he spoke. the
momentous news that he was about 1o impart.

con-
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The memories of that address to the Ist Battalion are
several.

The Regimental Sergeant Major had preceded the
Commanding Officer by a minute in order to ensure
silence: there was no need. as all wished 1o hear what
was said. As Lieutenant Colonel Stone  entered  the
Dining Hall he was conscious of the sea of faces
confronting  him from the Battalion. scated on  the
floor. with officers and senior ranks standing at the
rear and the sides. The concentration of the 1t
Battalion into this one building underlined the number
of people. lives and carcers that would be affected
many ways by the impending announcement.

An almost tangible air of expectation was instantly
felt in the Dinming Hall, and the silence as the
Commanding Officer began to speak was absolute.

Lieutenant Colonel Stone began by reminding  the
Batldlmn of he had made 10 them

' . when he had expressed his
" Regiment was unlikely to
ipns for Change 1o a greater
an amalgamation or sinnlar
ewed as a possibility i light
g situation.
forwarning. there an
he stated the simple facts
amalgamate on o date then
walgamation would be with
sloucestershire Regiment. A
ere visibly very moved by
cunce of the dramatce future
the Regiment on
ate soldier.
T contnued by stating that.
vility of amalgamation. the
be joming with a Regiment
a history Hlustrious s
urgh’s Roval Regiment. A
common operational role and
Battalions within the 24th
ommon  ties ol the two

CEIMenty Wi r Wessex Brigade and now
the Prince of Wales's Division  would  ensure 2
relatively straightforward and happy amalgamation. in
which the best elements of both Regiments would be
combined 10 produce an amalgamated Battahion  that
would be second to none i the Infantry.

((§)

as

Wiy

was lost

N

Finally. he pointed  out the  significam nunning
advantages that would fall out of the amalgamation
Neither Regiment was able to recruit o establishment

or had any prospect of being able to do so. but together
the amalgamated Battalion would be fully manned and
therefore able 10 carry out any operational. domestic
or recreational task or duty demanded of i withowt

the all-too-common  recourse o seeking  reintoree-
ments  from outside the Regiment. There would  be
advantages  and  disadvantages. but on  balance  the

former would outweigh the latter tor the Battahon in



the longer term if not necessarily in the short term or
for the Regiment as a whole.

Lieutenant Colonel Stone spoke for 15 minutes,
then turned and left the Dining Hall with Major
Silvester.

There was an instantaneous buzz of conversation:
what would it really mean? When would it happen?
What would the new Regiment be called? How could
two Regiments join into one? What badges would they
wear? Would it mean redundancies? Would the
Battalion have to move before amalgamation? . . . A
thousand questions and concerns, but no answers at
that stage (although the picture has now become much
clearer with the passage of time).

As the soldiers filed out of the Dining Hall and back
to their places of work, exercise preparation and other
tasks, the Commanding Officer standing on the
verandah of the Battalion [HQN hmldmg noticed thdl
many were deep in thoughty talking ¢
groups, or silently keeping ‘their thoug
to themselves. Gradually they dis
directions: but the normally Lveff-"""
The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal
seemed temporarily to have been extmgumw

For the remainder of the afternoon the impa
news was evident. But, to their everlasti
in the best traditions of the Regiment, th
the British Soldier, by the next mo
apparently come to terms with the 1m
of the Ist Battalion’s circumstances. '-1‘? !
as snappy as ever, there was again a spri f"
and a smile on the faces of these West 7*
as they looked forward positively to a
whilst not sought or desired. had 'becn
inevitable; and possibly even beneficial to
individuals and to the Regiment as a whohj. o

And this positive, constructive sattitude
amalgamation in 1994 has continued ever since. As at
date we know not what we shall be Mﬂﬁ; the details of
our uniform. battle honours ' Colours or
indeed what the future hold§$= there is a clear
determination to make the [Very: mﬂ:t of the situation.
When the amalgamated Regiment forms up in April
1994, subsequently to deploy to Cyprus for an
accompanied tour in January 1995, there is no doubt
that it will be one of the finest Line Regiments of the
British Army: being based to a very great degree upon
the firm foundations provided by the historical and

-

recent record, traditions and proven operational
professionalism of the 1st Battalion, The Duke of
Edinburgh’s  Royal  Regiment  (Berkshire  and

Wiltshire).
. 23 July 1991 was a memorable day . . .

AIRMOBILE INFANTRY: 1 DERR CONVERSION
TO THE AIRMOBILE ROLE

For an Airmobile Battalion ‘airmobility” is more than a

mere concept: it is a way of life. These notes attempt
not only to provide a summary of the Ist Battalion’s
transformation to the airmobile role, but also to
capture the ethos, excitement and atmosphere of the
world of the Airmobile Infantryman in 24th Airmobile
Brigade.

0700 hours on an early September day some 20
kilometres to the South of Munster in Germany;
already the damp, chill air of the previous night was
dispersing as the sun reluctantly penetrated the low
cloud, the ever-present morning mist and the stands of
trees surrounding a large stubbed comnfield. It
promised to be a fine day: typical of those enjoyed
since 1945 by generations of British soldiers engaged in
exercises on the plains and in the hills, valleys, forests,
villages and towns of the former West Germany.

As the mist dispersed, to be replaced temporarily by
clouds of steam rising frommthie rapidly warming corn
d was by no means the
bt at first have appeared.

ay from the trees, were
ammunition, isolated land-
equipment, landrovers

connected, and pairs of the six-wheel
J'vehicles [)QCUHJI’ to infantry battalions
All of these items of
bts, straps or chains, or
. .. To each load, for that is what
lachcd board emblazoned with a
d destination, shown as a grid

_.ul

e was movement in the
nearby foliage. Groups
waited  patiently  but
latoons and companies.
rucsacs and rifles they
pods. mortar barrels,
_AW 90s, large numbers
virtually every soldier’s

» e o k ; 4\ : L2 PPy !3: s
1 \_ ™ ’ ' \ B « b“\
e 3 :
& | B '.‘:'.'"." 2 ’l d
biodn S am M e -;* 3 {" e A

D Company Anti-Tank (MILAN) Platoon moves to the
helicopters. Note the quantity of MILAN missiles and
size of the rucksacs!
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On wings of eagles well almost! Riflemen move 1o
their Pumas on the Piek Up Point prior to a fIv-out

0t iﬁ_’;sbrc lra

T
rmaour v

hands were the
in which the deadly M
packed.

As the infantrymen at thé
into - double-tiles angled inth th
individual some fon fod
motorbikes. moved out olthe €eird o
the piles of netted stores and cliin-dr:

Fhe must had  now disparséd
replaced by a clear bluel Skyf o W
warmly on the scene of i‘iich‘.&-iri; |
steadily  rising  noise  of § ehgings 4.‘1
scene: the “wokka - wokkd -SwbhKa! .‘
rotors cutting through the marning § ‘
hehcopters burst upon thefsife in §i %“4
Chinooks, Pumas, Hueys and le}_"*Bh;‘
it guided by an invisible [@rde 0 Spdtific q#'l\
about the field \\\

In an instant the comficl] M i rmed m
frenzy  of  activity  ay § mica Toads ™ onto

ully 1o hoard
N directed. moved

helicopters. movied

arreraft, and  marshaller

and assisted the fleet of he _mi_iu-_r_-.'[rim WS
NOW the Tield. Everywhere
they worked they were buffeted by the unseen foree ol
the down-draught of the many whirling rotor blades

LTI

soldiers.

1 aps

concentrated on an

Fhe whole scene was submerged ina giant. tumbling
cloud of dust and blowing chaft. together with a
numbing volume of sound that made sign language the
only  practicable means of  communication
the need for such communication was nunimal as it was
instantly - evident 1o an tha events
unfolding in the field were domng so in accordance with
well-known and well-practised drills and procedures.
Within a matter of minutes the flock of helicopters
had litted off with s multiphicity: of precious human
material. The dust the

However,

observer the

cargo and bevan 10 settle.

marshallers moved oft the battalion pick up point (for

such it was) and a degree of tranquillity returned to the

cornfield in Germany . The fly-out of the first wave of
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aboard a German CH-53

B Company riflemen
Solly Gireen Grant’

Final checks pre-deploviment

MIIAN  Platoon

AYMPY A 11 Mobile

§ of A Compdon

lion Eng rhulc 10 a
Dl Bad

was - complete. This
cise CERTAIN SHIELD 9|
the
traming by

L'l'lll“l'l-,‘\'!IC]I.I'I‘-'!]
Dribure [0

Ostlion Some
Lﬁnm;n‘us
\i:.“_lltil.]”h'l:[ the _
well and
culmimation ol (i
the Buttalion to ¢
it wis 1o be thoroughly  tested  as
NORTHAG Mulu-National
(MNAID) during
deplovment  of
Allance’s formation

On 27 May 1990 the Battalion was nearing the end ol
its two and o halt sear tour of duty an Hong Kong.
On 27 My 199]
returmmy (o

also

W N Cr o oWay: orepresenting

N~ ol ntensive

the airmobile role in which
the
[Diviston

umt ol
\irmaobile
the

Ihis larges

NATO

the Wis

CACTUIS

helicopters by sinee the

the
duty

which at Jett in Auguost that vea

soldiers of the st Battahon were

alter completing an exacting. eventful but successtul
five  month Operation BANNER  roulement  tour
County  Fermanagh. Northern lreland. The order ol

the diay now was comversion to the airmobile role: the
third complete chunge of orgamization and operational
role required ol the Battalion within o twelve month

period!



The task given to the Commanding Officer, by the
Commander 24th  Airmobile  Brigade. Brigadier
Christopher  Drewry,  was  straightforward:  the
Commander expected the Battalion to be in all
respects  operational as an  Airmobile Infantry
Battalion by the time that the Brigade took part in
Exercise CERTAIN SHIELD in September. In real
terms the Battalion had to achieve the required
standard by mid-August as the Brigade Commander
had indicated his intention to test the Battalion in its
new role on Salisbury Plain at that time! Of course,
planning for the conversion had begun even before the
Northern Ireland tour, but that tour had prevented
anything more than planning being done until May
1991. It was clear that | DERR could expect the full
support of the Brigade to achieve the task, but that the
one commodity that the Brigade Commander could
not give the Battalion was ¢ ime, due to the
importance of the impenc
SHIELD, when the validity
and way ahead for that concep
tested. The Battalion had th
months in which to achieve a ¢
or ten months is considered no

The nature of the Airmob
tasks — most of which involve
quantities of enemy armoure
ambushes” or counter-penetra

missile expertise within the
means  some  thirty-eight
Consequently. there was a
eighty soldiers to a formal qua
weapon and the balance of
degrees of MILAN competence
soldier to be able to load and
of his normal job.
This training continued in
helicopter-associated courses a
the extensive range of vehig _
battalion, some of which ard ard b
of which join the battalion e battle at a later
stage. One of the most popular cadres was that to train
motorcyclists:  a  very effective means of moving
commanders and other key personnel about a
devastated battlefield once landed from helicopters.
The six wheeled Supacat all-terrain vehicle also proved
very popular! In addition to this specialist training the

Battalion attended a Brigade-sponsored Airmobile
Commanders Cadre at the end of May which set the
operational, procedural and training scene for the

subsequent months.

During the first half of June the Battalion carried out
its first Battalion-level airmobile training exercise at
Otterburn Training Area. Despite mixed weather the
opportunity to practice ‘live’ with a variety of AAC
and RAF helicopters that which had only been learnt
in theory to date proved an invaluable and
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unforgettable experience. The incongruity of watching
landrovers with trailers moving unsteadily skywards
and then swinging gently as they hurtled away firmly
attached to the underside of Chinooks will be forever
imprinted on the memories of all ranks . . . as will the
sight of the landrover released ‘accidentally’ in
mid-flight during the Brigade's fly-out demonstration
to the Battalion. The vital role of the riggers and
marshallers who make up and check the underslung
loads was emphasised most effectively! It was at
Otterburn that the use of the fluorescent ‘flash cards’
that all ranks carry was well-tested . . . infantryman
revelling in the ability to *beam down" a helicopter for a
task just by indicating with a card that it was required!
By the end of this training pericd the Battalion felt
confident in all of the basic fly-out procedures, and
now time had come to superimpose tactical

O]

ts of the MNAD that
n Exercise CERTAIN
igade and Battlegroup
late June and afforded
nhce to relate simulated
rocedures practised at
T(N) also provided a
iture of the Division of
in  Germany during

fficer.
s Officer. Captain Peter
enting  with  “Airmobile
ks: trying to meet the
perations.  Intelligence
s in a single, portable,
d shelter that could be
cle landrover. By the

Captain  Andy

y, Tactical HQ had a
filled the bill absolutely
puse ‘trials’ that would
Python programme!

s second

Durin

g thi pe 3BGT(N) the Battalion
command teams exercised the counter-penetration
operations and procedures that are the primary

mission of the Brigade, together with counter-descent
and other airmobile operations.

By now, Exercise EAGLES FLIGHT, the Brigade
test exercise on Salisbury Plain, was drawing very close
indeed. But so also was the end of the period of
specialist external MILAN and other courses. So just
as the Battalion was about to be formally tested in role
the remaining strands of the conversion training were
drawing together to a common point.

Without a doubt, the two and a half week period
spent on Salisbury Plain was one of the high spots in an
overall thoroughly enjoyable conversion training
period. An Army-wide lack of pyrotechnics and other
training resources simply did not matter, due to the
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NATO!
Gt Mallinson
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no  barrier
Platoon with

Language mn

MILAN

Mavnard on the
Cireen Grant

Multi-national!

apparently - unhimited  SSERIRNS 01 (he  helicopters
that were by now the BSEENORN stock in-trade. There
were RAE Chinooks  SndSSB#f s, there were AAC
Lynx and - Guazelles: but in keeping  with  our
multi-national role there were also the UH [-Ds and
CH-53s of the German Armed Forces: the Hueys and

“Jolly Green Grants” of Vietam War lame

On  The Plain  the Battahon  became o truly
Atrmobile  Battahion: carrying out all ol the tactical
operations ot which  the 24th Airmobile  Brigade's
battulions are masters.  In  addition  to  airmobile
operations 1t conducted a wide range of other tactical

traming. including the extensive use of the excellent
Copehill Down FIBUA facility

FIBUA
remembered by the soldiers of the st Battalion
by OC B Muajor  Graham  Barlow, in
particular the  tunnel  complex!)  The
Second-in (Major

I'he obstacle/assault  course  will long  be

and
Company,

i‘-pL'L'lf”lL';l”_\

Officer.

Commanding Command

mororbike load o i Gerniian Ty
3 B 7T : O 'H L sarging dust clouds. the
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Officer
Fhis training
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t an audience!

period will also be remembered for OC A Compuany s
(Major Russ Wardle) “vertical envelopment™ with his
rool landing from a Lynx helicopter!

At last on Sahisbury

persevered with the dead-
and MIRA on the early training exercises
Catterick

firing posts
at Otterburn
how

and
those weapon
tactical scheme and were
and flexibility of airmobile
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operation to attack an enemy position at the other end
of The Plain by a Battahon air assault: uttlizing about

thinty helicopters for a one
skyvirtually  black wit
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AN the support helicopt
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away skywards and to the forthcoming battle, will live
in the memories of all ranks for many years to come:
epitomizing as it did the essence and true nature of
airmobility. Suffice to say. the Battalion was judged to
have well-passed its trade test on Exercise EAGLES
FLIGHT and was now entirely ready to take its full
place in the 24th Airmobile Brigade order of battle.

The Battalion left Westdown Camp, Salisbury Plain
confident of its ability to fulfil s professional
obligations on Exercise CERTAIN SHIELD 91 and
looking forward very much to doing so.

In the pre-dawn darkness of a German autumn
morning the schloss (or small castle) in  which
Headquarters 24th Airmobile Brigade had established
itself looked somewhat sinister and forbidding: the
more so due to the blackout imposed to achieve
concealment. From time to time a splash of light would
illuminate part of the area d8J@Nd6er was opened and

hastily shut again. The only permanent illumination
was that of the green-glowing beta. light .arrows

guiding vehicles and pedestrians along the mu
leading past darkened fields and hedgero»u

schloss.

naissance  Group t_thc ‘R Group),
Commanding Officer, Operations Oft"u.e[
Anti-Armour  Officer (Captain Bill | Wilson)
Officer (Captain  Andy  Smallbone), /- /i

Field Battery Royal Artllery Cnmn*ﬂg
Keith Miller), was summoned just after
order to commence the planning scqucnkg\
ultimately launch the Battalion into battle. \;’
They worked on rickety folding tables, 't
by the personal weapons, equipment and

phernalia of

with (from
left) Privates Paul Mead, Neil Keenan and Michael
McCann, all from Reading.

A Super-Cat or sixwheel “moon-buggy”

7~

Officer (Captain Graham Brown) and suppon ;. 38);1
b Mq’

war, in the uncertain light of a sehég\ 0 A al
low-wattage and generator-powered bulbs. They were* =prednce the Battalion at the ri

s :Jaﬂf “he
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fortified with steaming mugs of well-stewed tea and
coffee, as they listened to the Brigade Chief of Staff,
briefing on the developing Army Group, Corps and
Brigade concepts for the forthcoming counter-
penetration operation; they then began to make
appropriate  contingency plans. An atmosphere of
constrained urgency, expectation and confidence in
the application of well-proven procedures prevailed
over the scene.

As the first hint of dawn streaked the sky outside the
barn being used as a planning area so the MNAD and
Brigade plans were confirmed by the arrival by
facsimile (fax) of an Initial Map Plan (IMP) from the
Brigade Commander, who at this stage was at the
Headquarters of the NMAD. The unit IMPs, in
embryo at this time, were rapidly produced as detailed
deployment plans which, after coordination with all
other battalions, as wellgasgwith 9th Regiment AAC
the, Rovd! Engincers supporting the Brigade, were
) . and passed by "unit couriers to the
¥ mmduders waiting | about 30 kilometres
'umt_concenu'anon areas.

(the Battalion IMP ‘had been received. the
. commanders refined the unit plan into the
m]ed plans and orders necessary (o
ix of anti-armour positions on the
M‘hth no enemy armoured force could
] ', once the| trap was sprung.
Y, l’k,.i Battalion  Bick Up Point (PUP)
ded by the Battalion Second-in-Command
vith the RSMEWO! (RSM) *Tby" North, and the Air
. Norman Minty (who, MTO,
Junderstood | the| correlation  between
“airthat had landed him one of the busiest
tmen ’7 in the  Battalion!). developed the
_movement and fly-out plans that would
rht place and with the

correct equipment in order to carry out its mission.

Some time after the despat¢ch of the IMP to the
Battalion Headquarters the R Group lifted off from a
field adjacent to the Schloss in @ Lynx helicopter. This
was some 90 minutes ahead of the rest of the Battalion
in order to allow the R Group to conduct a final
confirmatory reconnaissance in the deployment area.
This *Reconnaissance Wave' was the first time that the
commanders would see the ground on which the battle
would be fought: all planning so far having been based
solely upon map appreciations.

The original scene of activity at the Battalion PUP
South of Munster was mirrored on a smaller scale and
with a reversal of procedures at the several company,
headquarters and special task Drop Off Points (DOP)
to the South of Bad Driburg. A steady stream of
helicopters plied to and fro, disgorging troops, under-
slung vehicles, trailers and other loads, equipment and
motorcyclists; also ferrying and repositioning soldiers
and equipment within the deplovment area. Within a
couple of hours the main elements of the Battalion

ds




were on the ground and the air movement reduced
the movement of follow-on logistic stores.  together
with two Pumas carrying out a muscellany of on-site
tasks for the Battalion and 11s companies

Fhe wirmobile role s by ity very nature one of
extrenme contrasts. and  this s never more so than
where the aperation mvolved s counter penctration
Fhe deployment is preceded by tevensh activin 1o plan
and  set up the deployment. which 1s then  often
followed by long hours awaiting the flv-out or o eritical
chunge ol weather: such as the litung of nust and log to
tacthitate flving There is then o short period in which
everything  scems to be happening  at once as the
Battahon s hitted out and over o distance usually in

excess  of 100 kilometres o s deplovment  areu.
Whether tor an essentially defensive operation such as Fanbus! B Compan Von-Tank  (MILAN)
counter-penetration. or for the more heart-quickening
.wll there s an dlnm\t
LT thruuuT‘u W [N

WA u"l
e Tl :Q‘o

Ay ﬂb“—m

Pleitoron foad ontera Chiniook proor to the - forward

offensive options., such |

tangible  excitement o

Battalion as ats first w

their mission
I{l‘\\l‘\k'l‘ nnee s

shy soldiers™ of an arnl@ibflef e

no different from those of tmlin;{i\ Ahe .“'h\
means ol movement hung_ onf (dol & 1174"'

small number of hght vahidles JII']IIH
the ”_\ in waves. This wllp.lﬁjllﬂ c-mi[lr
hours (the carliest probifile Jifa of Lafi
c¢lements ot the Brigade ﬁ i‘ll._i\l -
time the Battahion must b énmuﬂ\ ‘;5
rotionale tor the dead x\@];[@n ol trf
plus rucksucs and the kel fof b G
MILAN missiles on 11y-infis Bell-& e "‘.
After the excitement 3F the mov ey
period of time spent }H.ﬂ.tﬁ{ll.} It!g \[l
laving  communicationy § wiré. § H
digging  nifle and  GPEMGE freg
carrving out on the groufd fa
airmobility — tor  deployméng

homl -fh’g Commanding  Officer and
‘U;(H.". 1 8 ..r?: others o e TAC H)
l*{l I Be [ LRIEAIN SHIELD

; |

H Tﬁ'i‘ e or H U e
CTPOSKIRIETTR ration o o
= pﬂ!'lﬁd [ e T WISl al ST %!
BAnonTThIS TThe ant-urmn

e Toncept of great  cmphisis

iﬂ_\ Wy carry out o maor demon
L members of the Arony Board

something of an anti-clhi

hard  work by all mef I the Brigade means  that

perhaps  underlines  the eh

doupon  maxinsing  the

airmobility  has  achieved  within - 24th - Airmobile cnormous potential - of the MIEAN  weapon system
Brigade; it is currently o means 1o several tactical and and  the  Battahon  will - vabidate s anti-armow
operational ends rather than an end in uselt. However. operational  capability - during o Tive-tirmg - Battahion
its @ concept that continues o evolve counter-penetration  exercise staged  as the fTmale 1o
During 1ts conversion 1o the  Awrmobile role  the Exercise TRUMPET DANCE 2 in the United  States
Battalion practised not only the Brigade's operational during March 1992, A number ot MILAN missiles will
staple of counter-penetration, but also s part in the be tired by up to thirty finmg posts i the course of this
whole range of tactucal options open o an airmobile Battalion-level  anti-armour  enegeement Other  an
formation  commuander Within  the  Brigude  the maobile and miantry skills will also be practised during
Batalion 18 tasked specifically  with  leading on the this magor  overseas  exercise  usmg  and o some
offensive application ol airmobility . which 1 ats most imstances supported by US Army and USAE resources
advanced  form involves  air envelopment  and  air and units
assault. Tt s intended that Timited oftensive operations Fhe duys. weeks and months trom 27 May o the end
will be practised extensively during what muy be one o ol Exercse CERTAIN SHIELD 91 on 200 September
the Battahion™s last formal exercises i the wrmobile 1991 was tor the Ist Bauahion not only anoitensely
role at STANTA during May 1992 The Battahon s busy  coordinated period ol trming but also involved
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“A fine piece of equipment, which gives olule

missiles that extra mobility and speed. ’:‘
of (front, from left) Lance Corporal #"

Private  Graham Pearce: (rear. fro d

Andrew Jones, Colour Sergeant @ Péié

Privates Duncan Banks and = Ty Ba:

Swindon.

The Parade to mark the | ersary_of the
Battle of Ferozeshah significantly  with

recent parades in several Not only was the

scale (with four guards) much larger than that
practicable in the active service environment of
Northern Ireland in 1990 but the climatic conditions

were very different from those of Hong Kong in 1989,
Applying the principle of ‘ready for anything® the
parade rchearsals took place in driving rain, gales,
dense fog. sunshine, bitter cold, pleasant warmth and
in snowdrifts: all during a three week period! In view of
the weather for which Catterick is notorious much
attention was also paid to developing and rehearsing
the indoor or “wet weather’ parade: utilizing the
extensive covered space afforded by the Battalion’s
Airmobile Training Centre. Daily projections by the
RAF Catterick Meteorology Office all indicated that
an indoor parade was highly probable. Indeed, the
Dress Rehearsal on the Thursday (at which the

the complete re-organisation and re-roling of the
Battalion. This necessitated a fundamental change in
philosophy. outlook and priorities for all ranks: from
the more familiar and straightforward requirements of
Northern Ireland and Hong Kong, to the wider
General War and multi-national concepts of  air-
mobility and the all-arms battle in Central Europe.
That the task set by Commander 24th Airmobile
Brigade was achieved reflects great credit upon all
ranks of the Battalion. But it would be wrong to imply
that meeting this challenge was in any case anything
less than thoroughly enjoyable and professionally most
satisfying.  This  made for absorbing learning
experience to which the whole Battalion was totally
committed.

Mere words cannot fully capture the atmosphere
and ethos of airmobile operations within the United
Kingdom’s only Airmobi igade. Suffice to say then

only those  whe xperienced the role at
and ~can  trul; te uniqueness, its
' speed  (often  contrasted
jity), its demands upon
thought and action, as
on. However. it is only
extension of that which
e the potential capability
'ilhin_ the British Army will be fully
$ iers of the Ist Battalion, The Duke of
_3 Regiment dre justly proud of their
able contribution) to the advancement of
il f will | unguegtionably  dominate  the
and capability aspirations of many
ext century.

dn

is

inacti
ty of
cadth of vis
the pansion and
’B’EO ped so far tha

Jonel (Retd) Desmond
Redding (late DER nducted in a biting east
wind: this was followei zzard conditions on the
Friday. necessitating the use of snow-ploughs and HQ
Company personnel to clear and grit the Battalion
Square in the apparently vain hope of a fine day on
Saturday 2Ist December. The Commanding Officer
had indicated that 0930 hours would be “decision time’
on the day of the Parade and, after the very hard work
put in by all ranks on rehearsals, fingers were firmly
crossed for the Parade to be conducted in full, on the
Square as planned.

Saturday dawned cold, with mist and light. drizzly
rain. The snow of the previous day showed no signs of
recurring, although the small white mountains dotted
about the edges of the square testified to the amount
that had fallen the previous day. Decision time drew
nearer. with the RSM, becoming more apprehensive
as it looked increasingly as if an indoor parade would

Inspecting _()l"ﬁc



be ordered. A thick drizzle drifted across the Square

At 0915 hours the Commanding Officer, Adjutant
and RSM met by the spectator stands. “Right, we'll go
for it, and hope that the weather doesn’t become any
worse!” the Commuanding Officer said. The die was

U TTTITIN: -
i

cast. the spectator seats were positioned i the covered
stands, and the Battalion was informed that the Parade
was on. In deference to a gradually increasing wind the
order was also given o march on with  chin-straps
down

At 1030 hours  the  Inspecting  Officer.  Major
General MDD Walker OBE. GOC NEDIST and 2nd
Infantry: Division and Mrs Walker arrived at Battalion
HQ for coftee. All other official guests were hosted 1o
coftee in the Airmobile Training Centre before being
ushered 1o their seats in the covered (and  heated)

The WO and Sers” Colowr Parn

stands. The ofticial guests included the Commander 24
Airmobile  Brigade.  Commmmeler Canerick  Garrison
and the Commanding OFREEES Of Gl the 2T \HrL;ln})
Brigade units 7 @ J

At 1045 hours  the | BARlERGRN R rched {jnl \iﬁ\
Square  just  as - gusting S SESISEN mm?v?:- —J:,dfﬁdﬂ/\>:f
mcreasingly  heavy showels RickoSSRGRNEHCk VA \_d
hours the Commuanding ((Utiter ©oREEM ll;l-"‘l :
I.n e and the Escort 1@ thet GolourSSeiot
Company  commanded byl Major \Mnd)‘ch e
parade: the Colour Ensigny (ligutes 3
Woodhouse)  battling  maghdllyd Ginklf !
maintam control ol f 2 ¢ t'lUll[\ ]” ”lx. ':F;-'l

I'he  Parade prnuulul fault]e <y}
sequence of  General  Saluté, 8 ospeCt
Past 10 the point at whichithe €Chir gl i
the WOs and Sergeants By fthe (nnnlﬂ’q‘
Remarkably. it was as 1f the Mwéather hatl
consequence  as the dnll Imbveénients we
immaculately,  giving  the Fleel fof
Ferozeshah Parade in the njaking.

With the Charge  deliveréd SSIRESRERTOTET 0 !hL which WO RCSMI H ol
Colours 1o Colour Sergeans S MalRsOnhd  Stmner :\.].llu['

} 'il; theSCOlon
44 -
e WOS &gl Screcants” Colour Party

u’rﬂilud By BWE2EN nard

g “/E‘gtrlu contiquetl. fw(th the change of No 1 and

gdss dollowed [by the Trooping of  the

*fﬁg,gmurlml Salodr gl the sccond March Past. The

T RSM s Gliied Wi, found by (Support) Company, of
s the Company - Sergeant

May Gen Walker Hf\flr(foL‘ 4 (.-’f’l,"u'h‘\ excorted Vi) (reh Walker nsne Ty 4T (' rn of e
Map Wardle and  the  Commanding  Officer Ihe escerted by othe Conmmandinge  Officer and the Drum
Queen's Colowr ensien iy L1 Baile Vijon



Finally, the Commanding Officer reported to Major
General Walker for permission to march off. In
granting this, the GOC commented at length upon the
turnout, bearing and steadiness of all on parade, as
well as upon the excellence of the drill achieved:
apparently unaffected by the now very adverse
weather conditions. He commented later to the
Commanding Officer that the performance on parade
exemplified the reputation for professionalism that the
Battalion had earned in NEDIST. He further directed
that all ranks were to be granted an additional day of
leave!

As the Colours, escorted by the RSM’s Guard, and
then the Battalion marched off the Square that wet and
windy day in December, the Band and Drums struck
up ‘The Farmer's Boy'. Many soldiers’ thoughts must
have turned to wondering how many more such
Regimental occasions thereSGHld. be prior to 1994,
But that is for the future, fand for now all ranks_on
parade took immense and™ justifiable. satisfaction’ in

having participated in a memorable and historic
Ferozeshah, that more than lived up to the standards of
the Parades of previous years.

An unforgettable day culminated in the Ferozeshah
Ball: a lavish evening of entertainment, which included
the Corps of Drums Display and (on monitors in the
background) an ‘action replay’ of the Parade on video,
as well as an extensive buffet, excellent music and
unfailing good company. The return of the Colours to
the Officers at midnight formally ended Ferozeshah
1991: a day that epitomised the Regimental pride,
steadiness and professionalism of the Ist Battalion. It
also rounded off most effectively the two years that had
passed since the last full Ferozeshah Parade in Hong
Kong: a period of 24 months that has been breath-
taking for its turbulence and the range of events in
which the Battalion has been involved, but during
which sight has nevergbeenglost of the firm base of
Regimental tradition® for which the Regiment is
renowned. -

Officers and SNCOs Freedom Marches 1991

N
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During the period 24-26 October 1991 the Batalion
exercised ity right 10 the freedom ot Wallingtord.
Abingdon and Chippenham. The first two towns for
the first ime since 1983, and Chippenham for the first
time ever. The freedom march party consisted of the
Band and Drums. a Colour Party and a composite
guard based on A Company and commanded by Major
Russ Wardle. Only one week was availuble for drill
and rehearsals, but thanks to the hard work of WO?2
(CSM)  Andy Henwood, an excellent standard  was
achieved. This was despite some horrendous tailoring
problems! The AYT deserve mention for their ligison
and administrative help.

Security  considerations  means that Freedom
Marches are. inevitably. over a very short distance so.
i order o jusufy the etfort put . a Band and Drums
performance was staged along cach route. This proved
to be very popular wi
popular  with the troc
throughout.

Despite  limited — publi
attracted to cach venue,
Wallingtord  the  police
youths had bought up the
we should expect 10
parade passed without ir
the Regiment taking the &
The SNCO's and Officers
cocktail  party, and the
seemed 1o enjoy themselve

At Abingdon the crowe
display, much to the dis
Colours. This was due
having difficulty with th
minute, which resulted in
The Lady Mayor wuy
during the civic receptio
her. “You're not like a
Mum!”

The Tast march, thro
get the local television ¢
on HTV the re sides of  the
Chippenham march were that the OC was bavoneted
by Pte Coney just before the march resulting in much
blood on the Council Chamber floor, and worse still.
the coach journcy back meant no one saw the Rughy
World Cup Final — the sacrifices we muake!

What was achieved? Some publicity. a lot of good-
will. confirmation that all three towns hope 10 honour
the  amalgamated  Regiment  and.  purely  coin-
cidentally.  an - enjoyable  week  for  everyone
involved.

Wils

Exercise Red Shank

As part of the Regular Army Assistance. | DERR was
tasked 1o assist the Al Arms Tactics Wing at the
School of Infuntry on EX RED SHANK. This was the
final  exercise  of the TA  Company  Commanders
Course.  when aspining TA - Company - Commanders
where given the opportunity o play with a “real train
set (A and B Company)™ in the field m oa non
mechanized  peneral war setting during all phases ol
war

The commitment called tor two tull nitle companies
to support the Demonstration: Battalion (1 R OIRISH)
and along with A Company 7 GR would form the
mtamous | WARMINSTER  VOLUNTEERS.  Both
A and B Company  required  considerable  remforee-
ment to meet the task and then only with the help of the
PNCO cadre. who used it as their final exercise.

It was on a o ber morning that we finally
nts - who from
varied  background  ranging
FA SAS with 14 vears regular
aptam in 2 YORKS with 20
batin as o Private. They all had
had given up two weeks of
they were very heen. Each
Jents 1o Nl the command
Al commander actng as his
ular - company  commanders
who were  often  very
rms battle, required a great
ng. than

e

and  some  more
ympantes were worked hard
ient changes. To say that the
WU ld an understatement,
¢ INCOs and soldiers who
|orders by the students tand
he real commanders) made
xeroise  culmimated  waith g
et trench position with A
lead assault element. The

pushe m o true Regimmental  styvle
which must have been reminiscent of the bloody trench
warfare days of World War One,

Considering that the Battalion has not worked in
true all arms environment with armour in close support
since OSNABRUCK we did extremely well, and the
TA students all agreed that it was not casy being the
OC in charge of a large and demanding “tramset™ It
did however bring 1o a welcome end an extremely busy
and demanding vear
for FEROZESHAH.

he

apart from the preparations



NOTES FROM THE MESSES

Officers Mess
Ostensibly based at
Officers Mess has
throughout 1991.

The end of 1990 saw the colours, silver and pictures
packed up and moved to St Angelo camp for the “Op
Banner” tour as the Fermanagh Roulement Battalion.
Though St Angelo was the battalion mess, members
lived all over the TAOR, either permanently, as in the
case of B and C/Sp Company and Battalion
Headquarters, or temporarily, as in the case of the
long-suffering young Officers in charge of the remote
and vulnerable PVCPs — of which much more is said
elsewhere in the Journal.

Despite the high tempo of] operations. several func-
tions were enjoyed by the mess. A successful cocktail
party reinforced our friendships with 4 UDR, -and
several senior Officers and politicians, inecluding the
Brigade Commander, the GOC. and Lord Belstead,
the Northern Ireland security  minister,  were
entertained to lunch. The highlight of the tour was the
private visit of The Colonel-in-Chief on Il ‘February
1991.

Despite a hectic schedule in Belfast, time was made
for the Colonel-in-Chief to fly to St Angelo for lungh'in
the mess. The mess photograph recording the" visit is
evidence of the pace of life; 16 Officers presentand 18
on operations! The tour finished with lunchesSfor the

the

feast

be, but
movable

Catterick it may
literally been a

The Colonel in Chief with the Officers, Si.
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RUC and the UDR Officers who had
friends and allies during the tour

After a well earned leave the Battalion began its
conversion to the Airmobile role in Catterick. Major
Simon Cook was not too unhappy to hand over the
onerous task of PMC to Major Russ Wardle as quickly
as he could, and Sgt Murrell and the staff soon found
themselves shifting the mess to Otterburmn Training
Area. An exhausting training schedule and lack of a
handy local pub ensured high bar profits during this
period.

The next move was to Salisbury Plain, and more
specifically to West Down Camp. The mess highlight
of the exercise was an excellent cocktail party held in
the garden at the Wardrobe and attended by Officers
from Brigade Headquarters and ¢very unit, minor and
major in the ‘Brigade. A lovely  summer evening, the
Regimental Band, and the superb setting of the event
ensured that nobody present failed to have a good
evening. Rumour has it that [the Glosters present
began (o warm (o the amalgamation that night! Finally,
from @ travel point of view, the mess partly occupied a
gornér of'a German barn for 2 weeks in September
1998 during S Exercise Certain| Shield, the multi-
national ‘Airmobile exercise that was the real test of the
conversion period.

Immediatelyton return from | Germany an Autumn
Ball was=héld. Almost 250 people enjoyed a weekend

become firm

g - o i

T

Angelo Camp.



of clay pigeon shooting, the Band and Drums. a superb
supper. dancing and an extremely professional casino
The eveming was so well organised that the Com-
manding Otficer even managed to win back the price of
his tickets! Torrential rain failed to ruin the evening.
even for the officer who used the “Bouncy Castle™ at
midmght  only  to discover that it had  become a
swimming pool. For those with an iron constitution. 4
Jazz brunch occupied much of the Sunday

Various Brigade and Goarrison Officers have been
entertained  to Mess Dinner Nights, and a  Ladies
Dinner doubled as o tarewell 1o John and  Eileen
Silvester.  The highlight of that night was a ven
amusing. and largely true. “This 15 Your Life”™ about
John organised by Pete Mullings. Fmally, 4 wel
Ferozeshah was followed by o very enjovable lunch
where our Officers steamed gently alongside our many
guests. Inall cases ofESEERELILON as a lriendly and

generous mess has beerfenhaneed,
A
f!-"'

What about Officer SICav g the mes

joining  us? I the last (Tﬂ“'e‘fs lﬁ-ﬂ!&.‘.tllm -
Officer Listed as st H;ill;lllnm':lm-i:tﬁj;siyurn'@:f;t.
they have left us. 11 thel Wore TSASNER -
Battalion, they have jomed us! "WESESTe
and best wishes o all 'those svho s &%
welcome  all new  arribals. 8 Hopin S

enjovable tour here in Cattefick

—

79 73V
WOs and SGTs Mess Ty
On our return o Bodrlén Hnmt '
BANNER tour we held & Ssummer q - “
first time we had been ogether witli Sy i
newly refurbished MessE since eadly N
Untortunately the PMC ExpenciccdSNine o '1&
planning  other Mess TancélionsBBENIN crercises
Salisbury Plain and later in German
In September we  heldSSFAUENE" Mcess miceting al
Stonehenge. The cvent Was desiened 1o give the
Regiment  some  favgUiaBIESSpublicity  was  nusre-
presented by the Press BEiSRSpublished o story linking
the  meeting  to o protest  against  the  recent

announcement ol the forthcoming  amalgamation with
the Ist Battahion The Gloucestershire Regiment. It
was ol course  nothing ol the sort. During  Ex
CERTAIN SHIELD in Germany a contingent of our
members visited Joe le Stranee’s wile. Anneta. and
also Laid o wreath on Joe’s grave from all WOs and
SNCOs

Just short  of 50 members  anended  the  Eighth
Annual Sgts Past and Present Dinner at Arbortield.
which was again thoroughly enjoyved by us all. The
Mess is ready 1o take on the challenge of hosting the
dimner at Catterick in 1992 11 commitments permit

Preparations  tor this vear’s Ferozeshah celebritions
are well underway with WO2 Andy Henwood being
tusked  with o small - Commuttee 1o prepare all

\ /

WO s and Set's Mess, Summer Ball [99]

WL (RSAL frl&YNﬂfﬂ? W WO?2 Pere Mavnard

Wier2 Ninmmmeo, W2 il \t the wreath lavinge

Ciermany on J Lo Stranee s erave



arrangements for the ball. WO2 Pete Maynard has
been nominated for the Colour Party along with CSgts
Duke Sumner, Phil Watson, Pete Goddard, Sgts Bob
Owens, Paul Brightman and Jim Parsons.

Pete Maynard is especially pleased with his selection
as the Colour Party Sergeant Major as this will be his
last Ferozeshah before he is due to complete his 22
years.

The WOs' and Sgts” Mess now look forward to the
challenges that await us in 1992 with, of course, excited
anticipation for Ex TRUMPET DANCE in America
in March.

The Mess has welcomed into the fold on promotion:

Sgt Boris Alden

Sgt Ray Bowler
and welcomed back:

CSgt Goddard

CSgt Mclintyre

Sgt Brightman

Sgt Coombs .

The following are congratulated on prometion:

WO2 to WOl = WO2 John Coupland
WQO2 Paul Miller
WO2 Ginger Nicholson
CSgt Geoff Williams
CSgt Jerry Decarteret
CSgt Martin Truman
CSgt Stewart Nimmao ;"I
Sgt Hall |
Sgt Herbert i
Sgt Probets
Sgt Goddard VV
Sgt Watson
Sgt Davies

CSgt to WO2 -

F
f
{

Sgt to CSgt -

WO1 (RSM) S.P. North
RSM (Toby) North enlisted into the Army on 9th
March 1970. After completing hi§ basi¢ training at the
Wessex Brigade Depot Exeter he  joined the st
Battalion in Catterick on 30th™June” 1971. In 1972 he
attended a Potential NCO’s Cadre and was promoted
to Lance Corporal. It was around this time that his skill
at boxing came to light when representing B Company
in the inter-company boxing. His successful boxing
career continued for many years. from representing
the battalion in the Army Open Finals at Ballykinler
until the battalion won the BAOR novice and
intermediate championships in 1980/81.

He remained in B Company as a Section Com-
mander  serving in  Berlin.  Ballykinler  and
Shoeburyness from where he was posted to Depot
Lichfield as a Corporal Instructor with the Junior
Soldiers Company. On returning to the Ist Battalion,
he rejoined B Company as a member of the Brecon
Demonstration Platoon acting as Pl Sgt.

In 1978 he was promoted to Sergeant.

-
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"_"Horg; Kong:-He played a major

In 1981 he attended the selection course at
Sandhurst to become a Weapon Training Instructor.
He was posted to the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst from 1981 until 1983 when he returned to
the Ist Battalion as Company Quartermaster Sergeant
of A Company in Canterbury.

On promotion to Warrant Officer class 2 he
remained with A Company as Company Sergeant
Major. It was during this time the battalion moved to
Aldergrove and he narrowly escaped injury in
Dungannon when an IRA mortar attack completely
destroyed the portacabin he and other members of
Company headquarters were in at the time.

After a successful tour as Company Sergeant Major
he was again posted to the Depot Lichfield in
November 1986. It was here in April 1989 he was
promoted to Warrant Officer class | and posted as
RSM to the Depot Hong KengaMilitary Service Corps.

JThe [st Battalion at this pencd was also serving in
role during this time in
events  between  the
» Warrant Officers and

menmmb]e somal

fostering

» Military Service Corps
"‘j_'or him to assume the appointment of
ergeant Major with the Ist Battalion on
at r‘uk in July 1990,
“s gpmg to press (it has been announced

WOI (RSM) 5.P.

North



that WO1 North s 1o be
will be posted as Coy
Regiment Bramcote

commissioned in 1992 and
21C w the Junior 1eader

The Corporals Mess
Towards the end of Hong Kong the Corporals Mess
said farewell 1o some of its older Mess members like
Cpl Jimmy Wright BEM. Cpl Dave Rose who used to
be the long serving Mess Manager running the buars in
Canterbury and Hong Kong. and Cpl Andy Cook

From patrolling the borders of HK to the borders of
Fermanagh  which  was real testing ground tor the
INCOs to show their skills and control over their fire
teams. The tour was very successtul considering some
ol the events that occurred. Cpl Boris Alden (now Sgt)
was the first soldier Rrovinee to use the .50
Browning HMG wt Go
sure  the  terrorist did

contact on |15 February
were found close to the

section came across i hi
of poteen which was |
Talking of

mnte the PYCP on 20 Deden
but a hoax device.
Alter getting back ho
Fermanagh and going on
change our  operational

MILAN which we soo
everywhere.  Congratulation
NCOs who have complete
and to Cpls Brown and
distinetion. well done

There  has  been  wve
matters. due to the tact dsnrbecn a Mess as
such. The NAAFI has run the bars but the PMC. Cpl
Carey. s sull trving to get our own Mess and has been
since June 91 with Cpl Tiny Parrett waiting impatiently
to run the bar as Mess Manager,

The PMC. and his Commuttee have arranged a few
functions. the restaurant night in June and the summer
ball in July. when the Mess suid tarewell 1o some more
veterans, Cpl Dave Hawkins BEM. Cpl Keith Bennett
and Cpl Ray Coates

It was a quict month during August and in October
certain. members tried  out  their vocal cords at a
Karaoke night with Cpl Steve Hurris and LCpl Pike
Calcutt being the main contenders. Also in October
there was o casino night which went well and members
enjoyed their flutters  with  the  horse  racing  and
roulette.

)

Hopefully - with more  functions  planned  tor  the
future  members  will support  the Mess and  take
advantage  of  the Satellite TV, pool table.  darts,

snooker and. of course. the traditional dice nights on
pub nmights cach Wednesday along with a chance to win
£60 trom the draw.

The Mess hay said farewell to those members who
have left on promotion to sergeant. Cpl John Crew.
Cpl Ray Bowler and to stay. hopetully! this ume Cpl
Boris - Alden. The Chairman, PMC and  all  Mess
members wish them all the very best for the rest of their
careers

The Cpls Mess now  looks forward 1o the Xmas
Draw. Ferozeshah Parade and a well carned Christmis
and New Year leave.

ol an unsetthing year for the
uncertainty of how “Options
¢t Army Music. Rumours. of
permutations of  how  Armny
almost endless but never the
sund has enjoyed o successtul
fliturily.
nd away from music lor the
the musicrans spread awmongst
though  Soldiering s Larly
(Amajority of the Band it was
the reports  from Company
nt Muajors on how  well the
o the role and the suceess
1l their duties

‘cume musically operational
iken we travelled 1o the Depot
iion  Lichficld  where  we
Band of  The Duke ol
for the  County  Militun
gatton (1 DERR) and North
1 and the performance on
¢ Square was wil ived by a large audience
Engagements soon came rolling in and the Band has

travelled  extensively  throughout  the  Country  with
pertormances i Scotland., York.  Huarrocate.  Berk
shire. Wilishire and  many - more oo numerous 1o
mention.

Certwnly the most notable engagement ot the year
wis held o Portsmouth on the Ist August when we
jomed the Band ol the Roval Hampshire Regiment lor
the Batahon's Minden day celebrations  The Parade
was held in front of the Guildhall in the presence ol
therr Colonel in Chiel HRH The Princess of Wales

The parade was excellent and viewed by thousands
ol spectators. As expected the rapport between both
Bands was superh and WO1T (BM) Ciduim Grey was
particularly  delighted  with our  suppont s
relationship s bound to continue as we have invited the



Royal Hampshire Band to joins us on Exercise
Trumpet Dance 2. an event we are looking forward to
enormously.

Sadly. each journal usually means a paragraph about
departures and we are to lose LCpl Chris Wilson after
12 years. LCpl Chris Minton to the Norfolk
Constabulary after 9 years and LCpl Mark Hutchinson

The Fanfare Trumpets

to transfer to the Ro§@lERgincers Staff Band. All
these have given exeellent service to the Regimental
Band and'will be sadly missed. We wish them well in
their future endeavours.

1992 also sces Bdsm Chris Shiclds and Steve Fricker
on their Pupils course at the Royal Military School of
Longest  serving  Bdsn  Cpl = Wayne ™ Thomas. (1o Music  Kneller Hall and the| return of Bdsm John
substitute for experience). Trounson and Paul Thompsgn. John Trounson, in

The Regimental Band 1991
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Alter the long trek 1o Picton Barracks, Bullord. the
three musicians (Cpl Morgan. Bdsm Reed and Bdsm
Fricker) were met by Band  Sergeant Major Mick
Haydock and. after sorting out our accommodation,
we were  mtroduced to some other members of the
band who took us out to “see the sights™ ol Amesbury

We finally departed  Picton Barracks ot 2215hres. It
was vet another prime case of “hurry up and wat’
since we arrived at LEAROSE. Denmark at O830hrs
local time

Finally  reaching  our  accommodation with ol
course. an en suite shower and two basins i, and despite

the
First

the awited

1N

Wi
o
this was not to
armived  at
['he hittle
rehearsal

night.
ready Out
INstruments

rlund to join us
> belore our  hirst

diy ]'Il‘\L‘L| well needed as

our rehearsal was lelt to
nure into the nearest town
mmced  as UBeer-her-roll ™)
alked about Thm that we

headed  in the  wrong
SCowe dtiempted 1o cross
klv lecarned. for had 1t not
BT Bdsm Reed could have
mstinctively  looking  nehi

b with a barman who spoke

Denmark  beme  renowned
s brewing ol Carlsbherg, we
vas then we reahized how

ation to UKL a small bottle

Piano prize at Kneller H: L uml Jmm Wmhf Who et =01 CarlsShosaeastie 1 7K 8 (dbout 155 sterling)
this year \nmi Bdsim of the ycafSIBERRY b\ the Bind It didn t SEESRESNoa: ol notice that almost all the
WOs™ and SNCOS’ lemales DSImaERNare Stunning blondes. So. plasing
At the time of publCHEORREhould Know our the “We ve (uSBRRENEENIR Denmark. where are the
tuture  but  whatever theSSOBIERIME W are sure the best places (o cORESHERE. v« managcd 1o betriend
singing in harmony of *THESEEEMEr « Boy ™ will continue some ol the local TNESESEEN e and Nene took us under
for many a year their wings, after twelhing us the name ol the locul
discotheque.  we  were mtroduced o their chigque ol
friends and a bit of colloguial Danish cavidly seribbled
down. pracused and demonstrated countless times b

Bdsm Fricker)

For our first engagement we had the honour ol
“Dukes Help Dukes™ by Bandsman Reed playing mcidental music at a cocktail party i the lurge
Atter the Regimental Band had rushed to the md of the arounds ol a4 mansion south of LEAROSE . The Band
st Battahon  the  Royal Hampshire  Regiment  to were. ol course. the man entertainment, not only  tor
“enhance the sound of the band™ (theirs not ours) on their musical performance but also tor the (what must
Minden Day. three members were aeain ashed o aid huve been hilarious) moments as they gribbed tor then
vet another band.  This time venturing  beyond  the music  blowing in the tornadic wind  caused by g
realms of the Prince of Wales™ Division to join the helicopter landing . [t was at this functuon that we also
Regmental - Band  of  the  Duke  of - Wellington's discovered what o marvellous “Dance”™ Band the Duke
Regiment  (West Riding) on  their recent  tour ol ot Wellingtons Bund  have  (caused by the
Denmark blood-hungry - mosquitoes  darting  amongst us).  with



Sgt Dave Cropper mimicking an unpractised Morris
Dancer sans bells.

After liaison (and “financial persuasion”) with a
Danish MT driver, an afternoon trip to Copenhagen
was organized. Copenhagen proved to be a wondrous
city, aesthetically comparable to Edinburgh or
Oxford. We spent the afternoon souvenir shopping
and enjoying the musical delights of the many buskers
dotted around the city before taking a well-earned
break in a Karaoke bar.

Our first Sunday morning was spent rehearsing for
an AMF(L) parade that afternoon. After fighting

through the rehearsals, Cpl Morgan unfortunately had
to be excused the parade insisting that it wasn’t the
alcohol content in his blood or the fact that he had only
slept for an hour the previous night, but that he had a
“mosquito bite” on his ankle (which, after the parade,

; since no-one had

he insisted on showing

believed him).

The following week wa
engagements, playing stand-u
shopping precincts, with vary

On the Saturday we played
Army camp somewhere in De
driver was unsure as to whe
to find, after much confusia
barrier, that we were ple
preceded by a cocktail party
(only 10 hours early — surel
Beating Retreat went extre
no-one in the band could see
time since dusk arrived long be

produced some very creditable results in both Match
72 The Company Shield (better known as the Tickle)
and the Young Officers” Skill at Arms Competitions.
Thanks largely to Captain Minty there was also a
fruitful full bore competition which ran throughout the
duration of the Northern Ireland tour.

The results of the Company Shield were especially
encouraging, when compared with other units who
devote much more time to shooting. A special mention
must go to A and B Companies but the whole Battalion
deserves congratulations for a fine performance. The
results were as follows:

Position  Unit Score (HPS 2550)  Cash prize
I D Coy | WER 2525 £110
2 CCoy | WFR 2511 £106
3 ACoy I WFR 2504 £102
4  BCoy | WER 2421 £96

B Coy 6GR 2371 £
2329 £88
2278 £84
2262 £80
2221 £76
2203 £60
2011
1920
1796

ed | DERR came 8th in

at Arms Competition
ms keen to take on the
ptaincy in 1992, The
n places were:

The highlight of the to
before our departure from ,
and Drums merged for a m it Score (HPS 85)

e | WER 85

grounds of the British Emba | WER 84
other piece being a solo. the @ IR 84
every moment of the pe 1 DERR 82
exception being a dog ¥ 1 DERR 79
Trombonist. 1 DERR 8

On reflection, Denmark 1 DERR 77

would happily visit again,
and friendly people who have a marvellous grasp of the
English language, and are not afraid to demonstrate
the fact. Our thanks go not only to the Regimental
Band of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment (West
Riding) but, of course. to all concerned in giving us the
chance to have such wonderful experiences in such a
wonderful country.

SHOOTING
The Battalion has managed to maintain a good level of
shooting training throughout what has been a very
difficult period. Despite the constraints of the
Northern Ireland tour the very busy Airmobile
conversion period and ammunition shortages we have

The Northern Ireland full bore competition was
excellent considering the problems. The competition
demanded monthly shoots which were somehow
squeezed in between the operational commitments.
Congratulations go to the winning team which
consisted of the Commanding Officer, Battalion
Second in Command, Captain Lister and the
Regimental Sergeant Major. Maybe if the Close
Observation Platoon had taken the competion more
seriously they would have hit someone at Gortmullan.
Looking forward we can anticipate an upturn in the
standard of shooting within the Battalion. Exercise
TRUMPET DANCE will give companies the chance
of some excellent range work, and the Commanding
Officer’s Training Period in September should
reinforce the improvement. Given sufficient support



the Shooting Team should be able 1o win the North
East District: Skill at Arms meeting on 16 May 1992
which will qualify them for Bisley. Once we can start
going to Bisley regularly then we will start to move up
the Army placings. and there is no reason why |
DERR should not look forward to winning Bisley

SPORTS JUBILEE 91
During & very busy yvear we at last found time for
Sports -
Fhis year's Sports Jubilee ok place from 30 Sep - 3
Oct and the Companies were in competition with cach

other on a league basis. The events were foothall.

rughy 7s. hockey. tug-of-war.  squash.  baskethall. The Power and the Glory. HO Cov Tug o' War Team
; (

volleyball. .22 shooting and swimming. The final event

; Coach Cpl Barren (Lmyi, Pre Barts, Pte Rogers, Sui
was the Nines Cup

GRS TR TR T (pl Roe.
The whole week wenlBeRiREmely well and avas, X LA 02 (AQMSL.Shdvburn.

masterpiece of - contro RESERESSGRga 1 sationg Ay gurt
resident  muscle  bender S_L‘l (‘nrc_v \l’l‘€_ ‘ip&-u{-r
officers were able 10 confirm ™ and e \]\t-'\t‘ gty
Battalion rugby team is now well Onthe thad (0 Sictess.
and hopefully the football feam | w T RAVESFeetve
from a lay off of well overfa year '-"

Ars=Siole resen fin g Wimiers medal o St O'Dolern
B.Cox (football cheunpions)

A arms dwart throwing

[n order 10 ensure that as many soldiers as possible
LICpl Pullin Winner of the 9's cup were mvolved the final day consisted of “tun™ events

(§%}



and the Nines Cup. Companies were tasked to provide
a challenge for a 10 man team. A Coy’s consisted of a
greasy pole and a large tank of ice cold water, some 4ft
deep. The idea was to cross the pole with a bucket of
water and fill a container. Sounds easy. but when the
remainder are hurling heavy wet sponges at each
competitor on the greasy pole, things can become quite
interesting.

C Coy under the resident comedian, Sgt Cowley,
staged All Arms Dwarf Throwing which involves the
team throwing 2 dwarfs as far as possible. The Dwarfs
were volunteers and were suitably attired in NBC suit
and crash  helmet. Dwarf throwing demands
coordination by the team members which was clearly
demonstrated on D Coy's practice throw which
projected one of the dwarfs vertically like a Saturn
rocket. Everything that goes up must come down as
they say!

The Nines Cup was a hug
laid out by Capt Mandy Mo
gruelling. The tank driver train
run. Pre-race grumbling is still a fa
and older members. usually fr¢
lobby and drum up support o
called ‘“tradition’. The rules he
Nines Cup 1s a cross country race
competitors but only the first 9in cc
not defined and depends entirel
is not 9 miles. 9kms or 9 anything

’]‘i'EEEi""!“
‘m

o pla L"’."" J‘

RACTRGREGT W 46- 4
RAF BOULMER W 43- 4
2DIVRCT REGT W 38- 0
RAFCATTERICK W 54- 0
RAF LEEMING L. 0- 4

The Moonrakers RUFC played their first game of
the season on 9 Oct 91, having had an enforced break
since Easter 90 due to Op BANNER and Airmobile
commitments. The period saw a fairly drastic
restructuring of the side after the loss of the likes of
Major Farren Drury, WO2 Paul McLeod, Cpl Ezra
Legister, LCpl Gary Cross and Pte Andy Silvey, and
the return after posting of Major Russ Wardle, Lt
Dave O'Hara and WO1 (RSM) Toby North.

The pre-season preparation was fairly limited.
although the die-hards managed a fairly regular
ouch-rugh eSSIon. er-Company  7-a-side

m m by A Company. In

by, one of the ly squad has not played
highlights the success
cw talent,
slowly with 2 draws,
V SIGS REGT which
losing the game after
| tries scored. We also
Brigade 7's competition
[s-up prize in the plate

wins, with the forwards
arcas of play. In fact,
er effort which started
Tiny Parrett deserves
ch saw some startling
cover tackling and
ured that he jumped in
hough  this  remains

unconﬁrme. also be made of the

front row on Smith (40), WOI

Sgt Ray Bowler (36).

A good week was had by all
Football - B Coy
Rughby - A Coy
Hockey — HQ Coy
Basketball — HQ Coy
Volleyball - D Coy
Squash — HQ Coy

.22 Shooting -~ HQ Coy

.22 Shooting  Individual — Cp
Tug-of-War  — HQ Coy
Swimming - HQ Coy

(RSM)_Toby_North

ANhose comb

the England front row

The Nines Cup produced & race over 10.2kms

and the results were:

Ist C Coy
2nd B Coy
3rd D Coy
4h A Coy
5th HQ Coy

Individual winner — LCpl Pullin — C Coy in 45
minutes 49 seconds.

RUGBY
RESULTS
GREEN HOWARDS D 3- 3
2DIV SIGREGT D 12-12

to shame!

These wins showed a better strength in depth than in
recent years, in that despite the absence of key players
at various times, the side lost no momentum and stll
recorded excellent results. The first half of the season,
however, ended on a low note with the loss to RAF
LEEMING, the hardest match of the season, where
our forwards were outplayed for the first time and the
backs could achieve little penetration in the face of
some excellent tackling.

The success of the club so far has also engendered a
lot of interest, both socially and playing. To date we
have managed one 2nd XV fixture versus |
GLOSTERS. Although the game was lost, it provided
good match experience and we will try to organise
some more games in the New Year. The Christmas
dinner, in a local pub, was an excellent evening with 35



members  and  ladies  enjoving  a full
entertainment of various kinds.

The club has provided plavers for the Infantry side in
Capt Jon Boxall. Lt Dave O'Hara and Pte Mark
Morgans-Hurley. Capt Paul Flavell (now on posting to
JIB Shorncliffe) also played. With Capt Flavell and
CSgt Dave Foster both due to return in the New Year,
the Moonrakers RUFC can look forward to an even
more successtful second hall to the season. in which the
atm will be to win the Brigade Sports Competition.

evenings

Moonrakers RUFC
OIC Rugby

Fixtures Sec

Coach
Captain/Assistant Coact

» Mua) Wardle

» Lt O'Hara
C.lpz Dennis
“apt Boxall

May
Capts

Wardle
Boxall
Fontana
Smullbon
Griftin
O 'Hara
Woodhouse
Telter
North
Bowler
Gamer
Parsons
Blannin
Clarke
Hayes
Parrett
Smith 10
Smith 36
Stacey
Roe

Squad:

Lts

21t
WOl
Sgl\

Cpls

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL
Since  rewrning  from the Op BANNER  twur  the
Battalion football squad has been reformed and now
trains twice weekly. The squad of 20 men has a balunce
of youth uand experience and 1s coached by WO?2
Truman.

One of the encouraging features this season has been
the emergence of new players. including Pres Dalwon,
Hillier. Kirtland and Cpl Gilham among others. Of the
“less youthtul fratermity™. WO2 Truman. CSgt Tait.
Sgt Probets and Sgt O'Doherty have all been regulars
in the first team. Early  November saw CSgt Tait
“hanging up his boots™ on his transter 10 | WESSEX
after many seasons of loyal service. His determination
and driving  personality on the pitch will be  sorely

missed

6O

The season started with the Battalion Sports Week
and. after some  fine  pertormances. B Company
eventually out us winners. The competiton gave
the Battahon a good chance to assess the depth of
talent. and many  previously  unknown players who
showed their skills were quickly snapped up for the
Battalion tecam. The intensity of matches i the first
two weeks resulted in the new players being quickly

ran

blooded. Despite some mitial set-backs the team soon
settled down and 15 now holding s own in the first
division.

The Batalion was beaten in the first round of the
Army Cup by our neighbours and cup favourites 8
Signul Regiment. The Intantry Cup however. saw a
rousing Prince of Wales™s Division derby match with |
CHESHIRE. In a well tempered  match  the
Battalion was unfortunate at going down 1o two late
The torn the team. in this and many
s well tor the Tuture. Both |
vnals  Regiment are well

close,

L\pnndlm__l\

iyers. L.Cpl Murtagh has been
the Infantry side. and 1t s
mungent will be selected tor
cpm s run by QMSI Tarmy
the  Battahon's  footballing
the British Forces wam in
i there.

i[rebuilding phase this season,
gh pnlvnu.ll shown. especially
1o suggest that the Battalion
Choned with in the very new

)LEF
' ¢ many wished
when  we  returne nglund 10 put on  woolly
pullovers o know when o round of goll had
finished, one didn’t have to camoutlage o burnt nose. It
wis i shock to the system o June Y1 o learn that the
weather i England was just as hot as Hong Kong . For
the first time in many vears Catterick Garnison Golf
Course was short of water. | hasten 1o add not for oo
long! By November the course was covered with snow
and the opportunity to play became very ditficult
Untortunately  due 1o many  operational  commit-

for the day

that

ments. many ol the Battahon golfers had not swung a
club for some time. Consequently . our tist Battahon
meet made a few think that kg up v Hishing might
be the better option. Nevertheless. those who ook
part enjoyed the day and seeing old faces like Reg
Carter and  Noel  Warke  made  the  day muore
mteresting . Especially - Reg Carter. he s the only



person I know that can swing a club and talk at the LCpl Dave Prendergast (16) 33pts, Sgt Paul Brightman

same time. (28) 34pts. The only comment I wish to make is thank
We did however, manage a winter meet last goodness they do not get out to practice more often. It
November to see if anyone had improved. The day is sad that we were unable to put a team in for the
consisted of one round of stapleford followed by Garrison League and unfortunately, in 1992 because
prize giving in the afternoon. As a matter of interest to of commitments we will not do so. However, we will
others or maybe a warning order for the next be sending a small contingent of golfers to the
Regimental Meet. here are some of the scores for that Regimental Meet hoping for some big upsets.
day!! Capt Norman Minty (24) 39pts, Capt Mike Finally as the Golfing Officer and the Unit Families
Godwin (18) 39pts, RQMS Roy Povey (19) 38pts, Capt Officer I myself find it increasingly difficult to get out
Dave O’Hara (24) 36pts. WO2 Pete Miller (18) 34pts, to play despite what rumors you all may have heard!!!

DEPOT PRINCE OF WALES'S DIVISION

With the uncertainty surmunding the future of the
Depot at this point last year, it is with some relief that
the future survival has now been assured. although "
there will be a number of major changes slanmg in
January 1992 and umlmumk_ throughout the year. :

The first change is that as of January 1992 the Pepot
will be responsible for the Phase I training QfR )
recruits. This change will then continue/ wi
training of female recruits for @ aumber of €0
as the Intelligence Corps, ACC and RAOC,
these developments should bring an interesting
to the Depot, not least of all it should liv
NAAFI Disco a bit on Wednesdays!

The other muim‘ change affecting the Dep:
the fact that by January 1993 we will have ¢
exist as the training Depot for the Prince of) _
Division and will have assumed the new title of ‘an
Army Training Regiment. This should allay the fears.
that the Depot may close altogether and will guarantee
an interesting future for Whittington Barracks.

As for the last year, recruiting has not dropped. We
are currently recruiting apd training up to the
maximum numbers allowed, although the Tlargest
number of recruits still se¢m 10 have a somewhat
Welsh accent. At present there are approximately 35
recruits all in different stages of training who are
cap-badged to the Regiment. At the same time there
are some 20 Permanent Staff from the Regiment
although this is continually changing.

There have been numerous newcomers to the Depot
over the last year including Major Smith (OC B Coy).
Lt Sayers, Corporals Simmons. Lewis, Sayer, Hart and
Ledgister and Sergeant Major Todhunter at Divisional
Headquarters.

Departures from the Depot have included Captain
Sherman, Sergeant Rogers, Corporal Quashie and,

_Parslow presents The Depot Sports Day
\ for the last time.

DERR recruits are still arriving at the depot in large
numbers!

after a long and distinguished career, Colour Sergeant As for sporting activities, this has again seen the
Coleman who has finally retired atILr 31 years service. Depot participating in a wide selection at all levels.
We wish these people all the best in the future, whether Notable successes included third place in the Minor
it be in civilian life or continued service. Army Units athletics championships and a semi-final
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place ftor the Rugby team in the Army Cup pastures alter nearly three years m command. It s with

Fhe Commanding Officer has now finally retired deep regret that we see him relinguish command alter
from hockev but sull continues with tennis. cricket. such a long time in which he saw over 2100 recruits start
squash and badminton. He has also been seen plaving at the Depot and attended 40 passing out parades. We
goll on a trequent basis and 1 am reliably informed tha wish Lt Colonel Parslow and Kathryn all the best in the
this is in preparation for his next job tuture and thank them tor all that they hine done tor

By the time the journal is  published  the both the Depot and the Regiment  throughout  then
Commanding  Officer will have moved on 10 new time here

JUNIOR INFANTRY BATTALION SHORNCLIFFE

Fhe Regiment has maintained o strong and  foreeful We o continue o produce high quality Junior
presence  throughout the last twelve months at the Leaders,  with s amiliar - names  undergomye
Junior  Intantry Bt ORI GkdR oddlicho s blichbid b emetine i IS .\ ¢ the next eencration of

unit tor handover. ShornGlHE SN cois ‘ K"
Vst July 19920 From hEnomns iy Juiid ” 13.
tfrom the Prince ol Wale§ S8 DINGSIOmS hL rﬁf?"- ]
Bramcote near Nuncato. fpresentiiShGe :
l.caders I{L"‘._‘”“L'“[ |\’H}.!J AI'Ii“L‘I_\

Ihe two other Officers &t FShorng
Flavell and Boulter are both pi.i}.‘nlL
the Intantry  (Rugby  and Hdackey
heeping the Regiment in ligh profils

Currently  there s nt fmenibe
Othcers and Serecant | Mess fal S
WOIlI RQMS Samson haviing 1&1t fog e

Fhe two Corporal Instrugrors 1Cpl
Southern, have both made & Siemi i

Quartermaster, has had the hill'df}.\l job. pii.p I!! llll\lu N, J\Il_aﬂi’[ﬂéf"h_ Rl [tz ocerald s inoour care

On Cpl Punting™s second Bddy fut BSHorhd
the batting for the Battwhon in Ll A g \\“ <
and in only his second overfhé llmndgcd 1w xun m'
Battulion Skipper. thanktglly “heMSSRENGR (0 top score
for the side. Cpl Southern SSIESERE_how never 1o
speak without thinking, ALSRESERUNSE his intakes s lirst
seven  weeks o Jumor SESRISESSC cundmother. e
down for “Parents Day ” SEERSEEE 0. Gquestioidald-Cpl
Southern that she kept P oS

“Oh, ve  always  wanted o Parrot”™  said Cpl
Southern

A week later the Junor Leader approached him and
sand

“I've got your Parrot tor you. Corporal =~

So far. it does not sing, it does not talk. but it has
managed to master the sound of Cpl Southern™s alurm
clock. and is kept under lock and key o proteet it from
the other Permanent Stafl

Cpl Southern also did well o couch his Company
Boxing Team to a very creditable third place and in so
doimng produced seven boxers for the Battalion Team

LCpl O'Connor maintains the Regimental presence
in the Guardroom. in a job which., with increased
sensitvity throughout society  as 1o how minors  are .
treated, s extremely ditticult. Cpl Southern coachine the Cov Bovers




THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

President: Brigadier W.A. Mackereth ADC
Chairman: Lieutenant Colonel V.H. Ridley MBE
QGM
Vice Chairman (Berkshire): Captain G.P. Savill
Vice Chairman (Wiltshire): Colonel D.[.M. Robbins
OBE MC
Secretary and Treasurer: Assistant Regimental
Secretary

It is good to be able to report that the benefits

wyredicted by our President in his amalgamation letter
I ) g

to all members in August 1990 were confirmed in 1991.

With strong representation on the new body of
Managing Trustees from__both the former Royal
Berkshire Regiment OCA and the former. Wiltshire
Regiment OCA. the interest of all  Association

Remembrance Sunday.

Brock Barracks

members and their dependants have been fully
considered and realized in their deliberations. Since
the rationalisation there have been great mprove-
ments in the administration of the Association’s affairs
in the most important areas of Welfare, Reunion
Organisation and  Publication of the  Annual
Newsletter.

The number of Welfare Cases and the grants they
have received have both increased substantially.
Attendance at the three Reunions in Devizes,
Salisbury and Brock Barracks were at record levels
with increased financial support provided from
Association Funds to keep down costs to members,
who often have to travel long distances and have
especially . _high accommodation  expenses  when
aecompanied by their wives and families.

-

g’ &
28

Cenotaph

{Photo courtesy of Reading Newspapers Co. Lid.).



Field of Remembrance Westminster

format of th ol of the combineg
Newsletter generall
Trustees have  tasked

Christmas Card which will

The new

WS

It would be appreciated! if memby
the future of the Association after dn

April 1994
the AGM in Salisbury on SHuly this v

Despite the sad loss of 5@ many bl &
with wartime service. it 15 Bedrténifg
over 220 new members registeréd tuing
The cttorts  of  Branch Sogzanisers
enthusiasm of individual menibers o k¥

1st BATTA

In December 1990 the BE
Company in Dorchester

of the 4th  Baualion RESSREonshire and  Dorset
Regiment. Its place in the Orbat was tuken by N
Company at Newbury which had been raised from the
base of a platoon of 2 WESSEX. The Company. now

tde tarewell o C

adecd 1o _become part

retitled € Company 15 fully operational within  the
Battalion.  The two  permanent  staff  of  the new
company  who  put  tremendous  efforts  into ity

expansion are WO2 Paul Mcl.eod and CSgt “Dickie”
Vincent both from | DERR

199] SaW Licutenant Colonel .l (Cable
(GLOSTERS)  assume  command  and  Ex  DERR,
Major S.A. “Jimmy” Durant take over as Baualion

Second in Command. Other changes included o new
I'raining  Major, Major E.D. Brown (GLOSTERS)
and Adjutant Captain J. O'Brien (CHESHIRE).

Beside company  traming weekends, the Battalion

organised s first exercise “"EXECUTIVE

support

Vhhen

cach othe tmes. can only he

ging

r their tamihes” welfare

‘Istrong support for the 1992
giment’'s Museum
Helets can be obtained along

2 Reumon Tickers and the
all fthe 40000 tckets which have been

and other

bleae Iwe Cannot keep in touch unless
vear thirty
Awav’ or "Naot
short they are now out ol

cS Last OVer

as Gone

HVE A0 [Cad)
g inlormation

way olf regaiming contact,

thout their new location.,

NT (RV)

This exercise is

STRETCH™ hel

) ry Plain
designed 10 s

EnCss ol the Territoral Army
within'“the “busmesSSESR NI, by inviling  voung
executives on o TA weekend offering  physical
and intellectual challenge and w demonstrate that the
leadership skills inculcated within the TA have wider
relevance apphication. Along  with young
Texecutives” from various walks ol lile. a reporter. Jim
White., “The  Independent”
participated which resulted in some excellent national

and

and torty

from newspaper.  also

coverage.  The exercise icluded navigavon. off road
driving,  survival  techniques. command  tashs and
shooting. The majority of the administration for this

exercise was mounted by HQ Company from Devizes

In addition 10 normal  traiming  requirements.  the
Quartermasters  department  under Miajor — Colin
Burnett have endeavoured to meet o host of demands
tor equipment from NBC cquipment 1o OP GRANBY
and 1 OFP  HARRIER  with

Tonne  vehicles o



considerable effort being made by a small group of Salisbury Plain. They proved a tenacious and

permanent staff and a handful of TA who met the short formidable opposition and all enjoyed and made full
notice challenges. The ever active Sgt Kim Foy was use of the 24 Brigade helicopters.
replaced as Signals platoon staff instructor by Sgt In addition to those already mentioned other DERR
“Moc”™ McGuire who has endeavoured to build up the soldiers continue to serve:
Signal platoon with the new RSO Capt Robert Hiles. Mitch Mortimer is with the RRTT - suffering at
Departing from the pattern of previous years the Camp when his independent range team received
Battalion skill at arms weekend in May concentrated no rations for 48 hours. Will he never let us forget?
on realistic field firing rather than the more Sgt Ron Mitchell and Cpl Jimmy Billet serve with
conventional competition shooting. B Company now the MT Pl and WO2 Charlic Stone (the chicken
commanded by Ex DERR Major Jon Wort, based in strangler) is CSM. Well known buffet king SSgt
Swindon proved to be the sharpest shooters of the day Brig Frayling continues to encase everything in
carrying off most of the prizes which were presented by aspic, restrained by Master Chef WO2 Alan Smith,
the UKMF Commander, Brigadier J.G. Williams, and Sgt (NRPS) Jimmy Jones is still looking
OBE. smoothly regimental in the URS. WO2(ORQMS)
Battalion Annual Camp in July took place on Mark Nicholson left us for promotion and a tour in
Otterburn Training Area with everyone deploying into Saudi and we welcomed CSgt John Lindsey as an
the field for the 2 we ept for a small accomplice to Sgt Pe :

administrative echelon. Tk : iesp to N /dn 2 g raining this year, there
practise and build persona : ' ppening across our five
shake off the cobwebs. The i *§ march, involving some
developing individual and speciz o 100kms in 3 days, raised
companies rotated around a bulance. A sponsored 30
which  became progressive Devizes along the Kennet
demanding. This training culs anent staff and TA, raised
exciting company battle ru
platoon  (Andover)  and
(Gloucester) firing live in support.

During the second week the ttached to the German
the Kielder forest in a cou _ s an : d the US National Guard
against a terrorist enemy  f¢ : pport ar US ing team in Canada. It is
Company. The operation inv ys O ( ers with 1 DERR to
patrolling through thick count RUMPET DANCE” in
hot and sometimes wet condi
areas of the forest the Batta
reservoir at night and assat
camp located in a quarry, defe . Whatever the changes,
biting flies as well as the enen offer the TA volunteer

In August a composite com ded enemy to i ense of achievement and
24 Airmobile Brigade duri up training on

diers have served in Belize
loucestershire Regiment

he Battalion awaits the
and the effects this will

2nd BATTALION THE WESSEX REGIMENT (V)

C (Royal Berkshire) Company
C Company has spent the majority of the training year the area of Copehill Down Village on Salisbury Plain.

concentrating on FIBUA, and by doing so has spent a The exercise proved to be very demanding, some
great deal of time becoming acquainted with the many would say more so for the Green Jackets!

training villages around the country. Longmoor The Battalion's annual 2 weeck exercise, held this
Village in Hampshire, our first venue, saw the year in September, became reduced to a 9 day camp
Company practising skills from section to platoon level due to the restrictions in Man Training Days (MTDs).
and developing the necessary operating procedures The Battalion deployed from its TACs onto
required to fight effectively and successfully. Our skills Sennybridge Training Area for the period and
were tested to the full a few weeks later when the conducted a two sided free play exercise known as
Company acted as enemy to 5 RGJ during an FTX in Exercise Dragons Duel. The training concentrated in
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and  around  the  excellent  FIBUA  Village at
Sennybridge with platoons rotating through a number
ol activities such as field firing,
movement a 24 hour
Company jomned  tor the \
reservists, many of whom had only recently left the
Regular Army. It did not take them long to pick up
where they left off and overall were 4 worthy asset 1o

the Company

assault courses. night
NBC Battle Run. The

by 25 regular

arcas and

Wi EXCreise

Overall the exercise in Sennybridge was

excellent tramning and  as usual many  lessons  were

learnt. in particular the tact that it does not alwavs rain
as the complete

i Sennvbridge. rather to the contriary

package  was  blessed  with  blistering  sunshine
throughout!

As well as concentrating on FIBUA this year we
have also managed 1o train up a pair of snipers and a
very uselul SF Team on Battalion run Cadres: this has

helped further know led @ ummmines Company on varying
skills
clements AY
Recruiting and  retentof ShaNEBEen  ~uPtest U Thd
many aspects throughout the “SeaRSiithyueh Sthesire b

and  deployment  EISPESISSIOT™ These sUpportiny

has seen a decline in the number of soldiers enlisting

We have been fortunate however o have been able o
retamn the mujority ol those soldiers we have enlisted
and overall attendance figures are up. We have also

mercased our recruitment of ex Regular soldiers over
the
knowledge  and

which  has improved — oul

the INCO/SNCO
welcome Sgt Harry Mills, ey
T i Set and N‘[‘I.ILL‘\ Sl
We Mark

Mor who joins us from B Company 1o replace 11

period certamly

CxXpertise  amongst
clement. In particular we

I RHF,

Farnborough in

who joms us as

Platoon also welcome Lt

MclLantock In November  CSgt Mcelntyre DERR
fimished his tour with us and was replaced by CSet Tan
DERR. CSgt "Mac™ leaves a very clear desk and we
thank him for all his sterling work throughout his 2
vears with us

During the summer we held an all ranks dinner at
Maidenhead TAC @8R .t the anniversary ol the
riging ol the Ba@HERSES plcndid cvenme which was

SRS CT DY GURERRESN. 1 ccd by the  successtul
PEOOHIeTicnt AORIRER iental Band. We o also
gt IEREMRIRET S dind SNCOS" dinner by having

CSgr Parns (left) and CSgr Tait (2nd from left) after receivine their 1S and GC medal
from Brig. J.(

Holman CBI



such an event in October: traditionally an annual by finding a radio that works, Pte Franco will get some

occurrence which will now take place on a regular longer legs and Sgt Chalker (ex gunner cdo) will wear

basis. his cap badge over his left eye rather than his left ear.
This has been a very good year for C Company and

we are looking forward to a new training year, which Training ar Longmoor.

starts with us going back down to Maidenhead and
Slough town centres recruiting!

D Company, Reading.
It has been a busy year. made all the more challenging
by a constant struggle to balance the need for
interesting  training  with the sometimes irritating
restraints on man training days. fuel and ammunition
allocations.

However, the Company has been fortunate to have
had a tull and varied training programme over the last
few months, the main theme of which has been
FIBUA, with the Company takimggpart in no less than
three such exercises; once onta Company weekend and ™ %
twice as part of the Battalion. EueKily these @\ght’s
were  blessed  with  generous stores  and 'MW
allocations, allowing for protracted exercises. Without
soldiers having to engage the LIAF “GOB® (“&ﬁﬂ
bang”). or like Sandhurst Cadets. resort to football™
rattles. e

However, we tried to ring the changes,
the pnpuldr events was the WLLkLnd sptﬁ[{'.

We have also been hu\\ {rymg. to I1II'
course space: Brecon, Signals; SF. As\ll'['
Slller\ th ]‘m one being Ihv. Ilrsl ti

call on, in the \Impu of LC pl\ Fumstur and g

We have also continued our pdmupan(m k:
Devizes to Westminster Canoe | race, with qth: 51
positions to date: L.Cpls Scarlett and Hangox came 3rd \
and LCpl Walker and Pte Powell 4th. There were 16
entrants. This is an outstanding achievement. and next
year increased sponsorship, and the addition of a Bn
HQ team will provide a better supported and better
equipped challenge.

This year we say goodbye o Maj Gavin Pass, after 4
years command, and even longer (sshh) as a member
of D Coy as 21C and Platoon Commander. He moves
on to the RRTT. where we wish him well, and look
forward to seeing him produce the standards there that
he has in the Company.

New appointments include CSgt Slade as CQMS and
Maj Marshall from 21C to OC.

Promotions include:

From Pte to LCpl: Walker. Scarlett, Hancox,
Gregory, Forrester and Batterbee.

From LCpl to Cpl: Edwards

From Cpl to Sgt: Crerand

Looking forward to next year (don’t mention Headquarter Company, Reading.
“Options’™), members of the Company are making Headquarter Company has had a very rewarding year
their new years resolutions; Lt Carmichael will of training.
celebrate his passing the Li to Capt promotions exam Time spent at the Battle Group Trainer (BGT(s)) at
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Bovington in March provided an opportunity for the
Commanding Officer 1o go to “war® with a motley
collection  of  attachments  under  command  who
together pitted their wits against a computer and the
devious permanent staff’ of BGT(s). Notable victories
included a whitewash of the BCs Party from the
Gloucestershire Volunteer Artillery in the bar, and a
bold counterstroke against  a  numerically  superior
force to turn the tide of the battle.

May and June saw much revision of competition
shooting practices in an effort 1 snatch the Skill at
Arms Trophy from B Coy during our Annual Skill at
Arms Meet at Ash Ranges. The effort paid off with
Headquarter Company beating three rifle compunics
but fuailing to become Champion Company by only 5
points out of a total of 200: who knows 1992 may be the
Company’s year.

When Sennybnidge
Annual Camp this vea
teeth was expected on
the  Training  Area:
somewhat ditferent. The
opposing factions, Red
Company split between
small higher formations.
and manned by members
seven days the new FIB
the objective for ead
culminating the exercise
last day of the Camp &
draw by the Commanding
play. had weighed up the
implementation and plan

d 10 be the venue of

affect

The dramatic changes

and Territorial Armies in the immediae future have
left us virtwally unscathed. Our  healthy  recruiting
figures and  high training  standards  have  been

thoroughly examined by a host of visitors. especially at
Annual Camp which this vear ok place at Penhale in
Cornwall.  Clearly  they  were impressed  tor  their
recommendation, that we should not be forced into an
unwelcome  and  unnecessary  grouping  with  neigh-
bouring Counties within the present SE District. has
been accepted by MOD. Perhaps the musicians of
the impromptu Band of the Sergeants™ Mess anucipated
this ~ outcome  when  strains  of  “Farmer’s  Boy’
punctuated our sleep throughout the early hours of
mid-Camp Sunday. It practice makes perfect then the
tfinal March On to Church Parade a tew hours later was
ercatly enhanced by their etforts.
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On the personality front the Traming Major, Major
M.G.A. Barratt. GLOSTERS lcaves the Battalion in
December to start a 2 year MSc at Shrivenham. The
consensus within Battahion Headquarters is that he will
find the 25.000 word guide for his Masters dissertation
somewhat himiting! A warm welcome will be given 1o
his successor. Major Brnian Franklin DERR. who paid
a briet visit to the Bauahon during Annual Camp.
Leaving the Army  shonly  will be WOI  (RSM)
Gardner DERR who has proved 1o be a tower of

strength - both  within - Battalion  Headquarters  and
Headquarter  Company  with  his  efficient  and
thoroughly professional approach to training

Major  Chnis  Protheroe,  Officer  Commandimg.

continues to make the Company a lean. mean fighting
machine. especially  with the redoubtable Lt Monica
Taylor, OC WRAC as his guide for all things. As OC
WRAC Lt Taylor n an exceptional lead to her

: r. as her husband s bemng
N Apnil. She will be sorely
£ has had of all WRAC ranks
for the enthustasm she has
ihus problems that have come

e vear has been o busy and
on s the Increase
has dwindled, a better class
waurd o swell our numbers.
started  to show  signs of
Somm SASO due to arrive at
il Yeur. some 2

Nnow  on

2 vears ahead of

v [for Change” with nml binng

ADET FORCE

are not all badged DERR
but the support given to all our Detachments by the
DERR Army Youth Team (AYT) throughout the year
i unstinting. At Camp the Team was quite simply
magnificent throughout  Under the OC, Capt Charlie
O’Connor, they organised and ran the 26-strony 3-star
cadet with  great  verve.  building  up  an
esprit-de-corps  which ensured that the cadets would
achieve their objective with deceptive case whatever
obstacles lay in their path. Lt Gen Sir David Scou-
Barrett,  Chairman ACEA. was himselt mspired by
observing the  3-star course moving into all-round
detence on their Bodmin Moor position atter o 6-hour
patrol in particularly unpleasant weather

Cpl John Ledgister, Lepls Jamie MeCann. Garth
Franklin, Pete Speck. Mark (Banny) Palmer. Wayvne
Dicker and Amanda Harvey all plaved their part n

course



good humouredly coaxing and cajoling a very willing
company of cadets.

The influence did not stop there however because
WO2 Stephen Traveller elected to assist Capt Tony
Rogers with the conduct of the SCIC (4-star) course
which was running concurrently. The top cadet from
this latter group was Cdt Sgt John Emery of Bracknell
who, tho" badged DERR as a cadet, went straight into
the Paras at the end of Camp well prepared to start his
new career. Another cadet to start in the Army proper
after Summer Camp was Stephen, son WOI
Drozdziol, RA, RSM of [SCTT, who joined the
Regiment at Folkestone. Perhaps Sgt Paul Dodswell,
the present Regiment representative on 15CTT,
persuaded Stephen. No doubt there will be many more
outstanding recruits from Berkshire during the coming
year. Our best wishes go with them.

On the social front, we wore very pleased to host the
Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier Bill Mackereth,
with his wife Ann at the "Spring Reeeption | inour

of

County  Headquarters at  Broek  Barracks ' anid
Lieutenant Colonel Alan Kenway at Annual Camp.

For our part, where once the “Regiment ' was
represented by only two ex-Regulars;” Capt Bob

Hollister and SMI Trevor Allen, this number has now
been swollen by the return of Sgt Instructors Delfoy
Tucker and Gary Kimber. In addition, six /of the newly
commissioned officers in the County are badged®to the
Regiment. With the exception of 2Lt lan Borland
BEM - the former RSMI, they were all selected at SE
District  Assessment Boards for ACF  Commissions.
They are Tracey Tampsett = a former\, Lord Eieu-
tenant’s cadet, Colin Dockerill,” Chris Sloper;SGlynn
Jones — ex 3 Para — and his wife Eirlys — ex WRAC:

Last but not least we are pleased to sfecord, the
presentations during the year of a first Clasp to the
Cadet Forces Medal to SMI Neorman Nicholls
(Bracknell) by our Hon Col, Brigadier Tom Sneyd, as
well as of Cadet Forces Medals to RSMI Peter Sharp
and to SSI Robert Partridge (Thatcham).

Finally Lieutenant Colonel Barry Jefferies MBE

Left to righi:
Cpl Ross Cownley, Cpl Sharon Rogers, Cdi James
Wilsdon, Cdt Nigel Belcher.

Winners=of ‘the 199/ “Blundy Trophy™.

“succeeded _Colonel Pat Jolliffe as Commandant at the

end of thé year. Colonel Jefferies, who has served

gmlusivc-ly mn the ACF as cadet or adult since 1954, will
be well Known to recent AYT Commanders as the
former County Training Officen. We wish him many
congratulations and every. possible success in his new
appointment. To ‘Colonel Pat we say a big “Thank
you" for all he has achieved during a splendid 5-year
tour.

WILTSHIRE ARMY CADET FORCE

Annual Camp in 1991 was spent at St Martins™ Plain in
Kent — new ground for us. We made the most of the
excellent local ranges and training areas and on the
lighter side everybody had a day out at Margate, some
went to France and we all now realise just how big is
the Channel Tunnel project. In 1992 we are set to go to
Penhale which is always one of the more popular
camps.

Currently we have about 400 Cadets divided in to 19
Platoons across the County. Although we have girls in

8 of these Platoons they are only 12% of our total
strength. It is difficult to quantify but we estimate that
about 40 youngsters with some Wiltshire ACF
experience join the Services each year. It would be
interesting to know how many are in the First
Battalion.

Lieutenant Colonel Maurice Hinder will retire
Deputy Commandant early in 1992 having joined the
ACF as a Cadet in 1943, He will be replaced by Major
Paul Dobson. We welcome as our new Quartermaster,

ds
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David Fielding, ex DERR RQMS and a Cadet in the
Devizes Platoon in 1956. Captain Ron Graham moves
to TAVRA in Bristol.

Senior Cadet appointments in 1991 were RSM John
Piper (Marlborough, now CFE) CSM Brett Sinclair
(Tidworth, now RE) CSM Martyn Cox (Church Place,
now RM) CSgt Craig Peaple (Corsham now REME)
and CSgt Simon Johnson (Tidworth, soon to be Al).
Also Sgt lan Bowers, Downton, is at RMAS and
headed to Royal Signals.

Lord Lieutenants Cadets for 1992 are Cpl Lisa
Davison (Tidworth) and Cpl lan Peaple (Corsham).

Two new events in 1991 were our participation as the
Arena Party at the Badminton Horse Trials and as car
parking staff at the Army Benevolent Fund
Spectacular at Spye Park. The ABF benefited by some
£80k. Both events were fun but hard work and
produced many kind comments. At eamp we had a visit
from the Canadian Cadets Bisley team and
appropriate plaques were exchanged.

1991 has seen so many changes in both the Regular
Army and the TA and we wonder what the effect will
be on the ACF. In the meantime we believe we provide

a useful Youth Club in uniform and are grateful for all
the support we get in Wiltshire.

The Honorary Celonel, Major General Sir Jeremy
Muoere,  presents  Cadet . Derek  Tillyer  with  the
Champion Shot Medal at our SAM at Mere in May.

Canadian Bisley team -

exchange of plaques.



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS

BIRTHS
We congratulate the following:

To Lt and Mrs O'Hara. a daughter. Katherine
To Sgt and Mrs McGinnes. a daughter, Kimberly
To Cpl und Mrs Brennan, a son. Lee Michael
To Cpl and Mrs Griffiths. a son. Owen

To Cpland Mrs Parrett, a son, James Phillip

To Cpl and Mrs Stonard. a daughter. Aimee

To LCpl and Mrs Dicker. a daughter. Nikita

To LCpl and Mrs Snowball, a daughter. Jessica
To LCpl and Mrs Rich, ames Paul

To LCpl and Mrs Res
Jenniter Bryony
To LCpl and Mrs Plafie
Kuren
To LCpl and Mrs Monger
To LCpl and Mrs Littlejo
To LCpl and Mrs Farrell, &
To LCpl and Mrs Dolby,
To Bdsm and Mrs Wrobe!
To Pte and Mrs Toflte, a dg
To Pte and Mrs Booth, 4 §

To Pte and Mrs Conng
George
To Pte and Mrs Gar

Davidson
To Pte and Mrs MacLeod.

We congratulate the follc
Capt Preece to Ruth Jo
Cockington, Devon on 11 May 91

Capt Thornell to Beverley Sunderland at the Military
Chapel, Chelsea on 3 Nov 90

Maj Drury to Carolyn Evans at St Martinse Church.,
Worle, Weston-super-Mare on 10 Aug 91

Capt Brain to Capt Jenny O'Brien RADC at Detmold
on 26 Oct 91

CSgt Evans to Nicola Joy Bright at the Registry Office,
Newbury on 16 Mar 91

CSgt Thomas to Violeta Basas Lan at Malate Catholic
Church, Malate. Manila on 10 Dec 91

Cpl Craig to Merly C Balinag at Tuba. Benguet.
Philippines on 16 Aug 91

Cpl Hayes to Kirsty Ann Tuck at the Registry Office,
Basingstoke on 13 Nov 91

Cpl Marshull o Nichola Javne Hodge at St John's
Methodist Church. Bloxwich. Walsall on 10 Aug 91
LCpl Beckett to Sharon Marie Worthington at St John
the Divine Parish Church, Horwington, Stafford on 18
May 91

LCpl Boocock to Joanne Mary Bennett at the Church
of the Sacret Heart o Jesus and Mary. Hawarden,
Clwyd on 24 Aug 9|

LCpl Evans to Joanne Evans at the Registry Office.
Wallingford. Oxon on 17 Aug 91

LCpl Kirby to Maxine Louise Bowdler at Minsterley
Church. Minsterley., Shropshire on 17 Aug Y1

LCpl Lea to Barbar

helle Husband at AL Saints

|

Ane
AXT
Hole at St Peter’s Chureh,

Axon at the Registry

McAllister at St Joseph's

i on 23 Mar 9|

Is¢ Spencer at the Registry

gl

Taric
el

Angela

Port.,

Norns uat the Registry

St
il

Molyvneux  at
pre Cheshire on
nphe Knowles at the Registry
Pl

Hamilton at the Registry
Kt on 2 Nov 9]

cgmpo on 15 May 91

THS
We regret to announce the death of the tollowing:

DERR

Captain D J. Allan on 13 August 1991 aged 54, (Sce
obituary notice),

Major R k= Matthews on 8 August 1991 aged 53, (Sce
obituary notice).

WO2 R.F. Allcock on 3 January 1992 aged 63, Enlisted
in The Royal Berkshire Regiment 1945 and transferred
to The Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment on
amalgamation

Regimental Families

Mrs K. T. Rumble wife of Corporal G.T. Rumble on 27
September 1991 due 1o a road traffic accident n
Slough.



The Royal Berkshire Regiment
Lieutenant Colonel A.H. Thornhill in September 1991
of Cambridge.

Major D.A.H. Hartley-Russell OBE, TD, JP, DL in
January 1992, of Bucklebury, ex Chairman of
Berkshire Council, and High Sheriff of Berkshire.

Captain C.L. Childs, February 1991, of Reading, ex
RSM.

Major D.J. Carr on 13 August 1991 of Repton, Derby,
ex 6th Battalion. (See obituary notice.)

5330818 Mr E.C. Martin on 17 June 1990.
537323 Mr A.T. Claydon on 10 July 1990, ex WO2.

5182231 Mr H.W.J. Miles on 20 November 1990, ex
WO0?2.

22356118 Mr L.M. Pepper_on 2 December 1990 of
Cheltenham.

5347924 Mr A.L. Dance
Salisbury, aged 79, ex 9th and

5333310 Mr J. Avey on 7 Ma

5333214 Mr B.S. Armold M
Reading, aged 87, ex RSM 10t

5179017 Mr R.H. Low BE
Buckingham, aged 82, ex I§
Dinapore.
5334640 Mr W.H. Payne on &
aged 78, ex Sergeant.
5335381 Mr H. Clarke on 31 M3
Battalion 1936-37. 2nd Battalio

22036017 Mr E.R.J. Cheesle
Sydney, Canada, ex WOI,
Wilts.
5344622 Mr J.C. Higgins on 4 A
aged 77, served in Burma

The Wiltshire Regiment
Major R. Hudson in 1990 of London, aged 82. 2nd and
Sth Battalions 1939-43.

Captain J.B. Bailey on 28 January 1991 of London
aged 88. Ist and 2nd Battalions 1917-48. Hong Kong,
India and Shanghai.

Captain A.J.S. White CMG, OBE, on 18 February
1991 of Mere, aged 94 (see obituary notice).
Major W.C. Hawkins MBE on 1 April
Ramsey, Essex, aged 91

Major R.C. Wilkins MBE, TD, on 6 June 1991 of
Calne

Captain J.L. Vallier on 8 June 1991
International pianist and composer of London,
Major J.0.S. Redman MBE on 19 October 1991 of
Sussex, aged 79.

1991 of

aged 70.

D, on 28 October 1991
uary notice).

ddington on 7 January
ved 1 Wilts 1914-18.

May 1990 of Swaziland
959-61 DERR. 1962

0 of Plymouth.

pon 7 January 1991 of
Ex WO2 Ist and 2nd

n 10 February 1991 of
1925-33 and 1939-45.

27 March 1991 of
933-45.
991 of London, aged 84.
964-74.

I 1991 of Chippenham

bodyguard. Battalion heavyweig

May 1991 of Warminster

Mr E Russell on 21 Septem

aged 69, 1 Royal Berks. (K
Sergeant 1955-59.)
5339110 Mr H.A. Evans MM on 7 October 1991 of
Wellingborough, aged 74.

5334812 Mr F. Campbell on 31
Richmond, Surrey.

5333473 Mr W. Bennett on 20 November 1991 of
Reading, aged 81, served 1930-1946. Army Boxing
Champion of India.

5497112 Mr R. Kingswell MM on | January 1992 of
Southampton, R Hamps 1933 CQMS R Berks 1952-57.

5335286 Mr C.W. Collins on 5 August 1991 of
Cambridgeshire.
5332670 Mr A.J. Southey on 14 December 1991 of

Reading aged 81 ex WO2 Ist Bn and ex Chairman of
Reading Branch.

October 1991 of
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: d ay 1991.
5568401 Mr B.A. Tanneron 16 June 1991 of Urchfont
aged 78. Served 1932-46 1st and 2nd Battalions.

5567024 Mr P Hobbs BEM MSM of Tidworth aged 79,
ex RQMS and POW 1940-43.

5723711 Mr L.G. Cotterell on 21 July 1991 of Wootton
Bassett. Ist and 2nd Battalions 1934-48.

5570360 Mr W.J. Mills in June 1991 of Devizes aged
68. Ex Sgt 4th Battalion.

19130 Mr H.L. Shore on 13 June 1991 of Devizes aged
90

5566040 Mr E.W. Chapman on 18 August 1991. Ex
L/Cpl.

5496952 Mr S.J. Shayler on 28 August
Gosport, aged 76. 1st Battalion 1933-45.

5566557 Mr R.W. Radclyffe on 1 September 1991 of

1991 of



Devizes 83, Ex Sgt Ist and 2nd  Battadions
1926-45.

5566493 Mr F. May in September 1991 of Trowbridge
aged 69 4th Battalion and Wessex TA.

54970260 Mr 1.O. Spicer on 5 September 1991 of
Devizes aged 75, Hth Battalion 1935-45,

S573113 Mr B.C.E. Bodman on | October 1991
Warminster aged 74, Served 2nd and Sth Battalions.
SO80983 Mr B. Hurmis on 7 October 1991 of Camborne
aged 710 2nd Battalion,

201343 Mr A.D. Robbins on 22 October 1991 ol Poole
aged 97,

14960605 Mr B.F. Bird
Potterne aged 71, 4th Batalion.

5568082 Mr G.A. Goodman MM on 4 November 199]
of Bracknell aged 81 2nd Battalion 1931-38. 4th
Battahon 1939-45,
3569469 Mr F. Swilt «
Hospital - Chelsea aped
Chelsea Pensioner 1987-9

aged

of

on 3 November 199] of

COLONEL AE.G. (Get

Colonel A E.G. Brain, €
his home near Canterbup
Albert Harry Brain. Cou
ol Wiltshire. Educated at
Salisbury he entered the
During the thirties Georg

Northwest  Somersetshire
able horseman. which late
Indii.

George  Brain - was

Battalion, The Wiltshire - FO3G T The Tirst
vears of the war were spent with the 4th Battalion in
the 43rd Wessex Division in the  defence of  the
south-cast of Englund. In 1942 he wus seconded to the
6th Battalion, 9th Jat Regiment. Indian Army. The
first task was 1w learn Urdu. He joined the Jats in the

Khyber Pass on the Northwest  Frontier. and  was
successively  Adjutant and - then o Company
Commander in command ol Fort Jamrud  under
Colonel J.D. Guille. While at the Jungle Wartare

School at Bangalore he contracted scrub typhus and
survived. No mean achievement in those days before
antibioties.  Later he  saw active  service  with  his
Battalion in Burma. The Batalion was  Divisional
Reconnaissance Regiment tor the [ 7th Indian Division
(Black Cats). He took part in some of the major battles
tor Burma mcluding the crossing of the Irrawaddy and

bl

10794 Mr S.W. Blvthman on 9 November 1991 of
Belmont. NSW. Australia, aged 98, Gallipoli veteran.
wounded Kut, Irag 19170 Served Sth Wilts 1914-19
Home Guard 1940-45

Mr C.S. Lye on 12 November 1991 of Bath aged 85, Ist
Battalion 1923-30. 2nd Battalion 1939-43

5566943 Mr P.G. Regun on 26 November 1991 of
Devizes aged 78 Ist 2nd and 4th Battalion 1927-68
Ex President and County Secretary Wilts Roval British
Legion. French Horn plaver Wilts Bund.

5567936 Mr W . Hibberd on 28 November 1991 ol
Salishury aged 790 Served 1930-37.

3565536 Mr W.G. Ockwell in December 1991 ol
Malmesbury  aged 860 Joined  Ist Battalion  October
1923

[4135 Mr W. Poore on 23 Now 91 aged 99
AO80764 My

on 4 Jan Y2 aeed 81 of
n 1940-46.

Jan 92 aged 8O of Westhury
ot Services Athleties Gold

i

Sappomnted Military Secretary
wral Sir George Tuker. In
i (lhife and banking

the Territorial Army when
tbscquently he held varous
ommand ol D oand S
Wiltshires.  He o assumed
alion the Wiltshire Regiment
d m command 10 Colonel
ommand  he ook o keen
eimental life. In particular,
Drums and the motorevele
. NMVSIETIOUSTY nd and Drums paraded i
red couats at the nme when only Guards Bands were
permitted to do so! At this nme the Battihon won the
Duke of Edinburgh’'s Trophy  on several occasions
During this tenure of command. the bicentenary ol
The Wilishire  Regiment  occurred. Since the st
Battalion was i Cyprus it tell 1o the 4th Battalion 1o
provide the  celebrations. The  high  spot was  the
Trooping the Colour Parade at Le Marchant Barrachs.
Devizes. 1958 marked the SOth anniversary of the
founding of the Terrorial  Army  and. again.  the
Battalion was called on in a ceremonial role. George
Brain retired from the Territorial Army in 1959

Throughout his army  carcer George pursued o
highly successtul life in banking, He was successivey an
able  manager  for  the  Westminster  Bank

Chippenham, Cunterbury  and  Mudstone. Later. Area



Manager at Maidstone and Chief Executive of the
Ulster Bank. Finally, he was Regional Executive
Director for the National Westminster Bank for the

South-West of England and South Wales. He 1is
survived by his wife and a son and daughter.

MAJOR R.E. MATTHEWS
Ronnie Matthews was bormm and brought up in
Reading. He was commissioned into the Royal

Berkshire Regiment in August 1958 and transferred to
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment on
amalgamation. He was a Training Officer at the

amalgamated Depot at Devizes in early 1960.

After service with the Ist Battalion in Tidworth, the
IJLB Oswestry and then I.D. and D. he applied for
ually transferred

secondment to the A A.C. &
to its Permanent Cadre. He
career with the A.A.C.
Squadron Commander in B.A O/
After retiring from the Army h
Westbury and Reading but had to give
due to poor health. He died aged &
1991 and very sadly his death ©
the Regiment. He will be
contemporaries.

CAPTAIN D.J. A

Derek Allan was born and bro

castle-upon-Tyne.

joining the Ist Bn The Wiltshire
that year. He served as a rifle pla
Ayos Amvrosios and at Aghirda

served in France from 1916-17 with the Ist Wiltshires
and was evacuated to England after the Battle of
Messines near Ypres, serving until 1919 at Phoenix
Park Dublin. After Cambridge he entered the Indian
Civil Service and served in Burma until 1937 as
Education Secretary. He served with the British
Council in Latin America as Deputy Secretary until
1940 when he was appointed Secretary General. He
visited China in 1947 flying from Poole Harbour in a
Sunderland flying boat! He finally retired in 1968 at the
age of 72 having been Controller of the British Council
for the last 15 years of his service. During his
retirement he attended happy gzatherings of the
Wiltshire Regiment, the Burma ICS and the British
Council. His memoirs were published by the British
Association for Cemeteries in South Asia (BACSA) in
1991, the title being ‘The Burma of “AJ™".

ARR

[3th August 1991, aged 70,
as an| excellent Regimental
ricket — indeed most

him, Douglas was
Berkshire Regiment
| His war service took
ards the end, he was
impending invasion of
ceased before the event.
0

ir Miles Dempsey,
n who were stationed
the Bn moved to
plas was the moving
Bn cricket XI (which
brother) winning the

In 1958 he became a Training
Devizes later serving in the s
Malta. After a tour of duty ructo

the Bn sailed for
. and Donald organised
hey were unbeaten. On

School of Infantry., Hythe he Ist Bn in

bt that cricket was to

Minden retiring in December

He embarked on a successful second career with
BUPA and was only prevented from reaching Board
Room level by a most severe illness in early 1991. He
died aged 54 on 13th August 1991. A Memorial Service
was held at St Clement Danes Church at which the
Regiment was represented. He will be greatly missed
both by his BUPA colleagues and by his many friends
in the Regiment.

CAPTAIN A.).S. WHITE CMG OBE

Captain White died at Mere aged 94 on 18th February
1991 where he was born on 28th August 1896. He was
commissioned into the 4th Wiltshires at Cheddar on
26th August 1915 from Marlborough College. He
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ing ptian Professional at
squash was something about which Douglas often
talked. Amongst other postings that followed were
secondment to the Malay Regiment, a spell at the
War Office; and — where many of us have such happy
memories of him — Adjutant of the 4th/6th Bn (TA) at
Reading. All along, Douglas proved to be a first class
officer in every way and - in particular — was
meticulously careful in looking after those under his
command. He was very popular with all ranks.

In 1958 Douglas left the Army and soon afterwards
he first assisted and then succeeded Donald as
Secretary of Derbyshire County Cricket Club — until
about 1975. This was an appointment for which he
was ideally suited and it gave him great pleasure.

Not long after this, Douglas developed severe heart
problems. He suffered these, with almost incredible



fortitude and cheerfulness for the rest of his life.
Douglas was an excellent companion who joined in
every activity with enthusiasm. He was a quiet and
kind man — also one of the straightest that one could
ever wish to meet. He had a most endearing sense of
humour and a great sense of the ndiculous. None of
us will forget his mimitable smile and laugh. Perhaps
Douglas’s  greatest attribute was his lovalty: to his
Regiment. his Cricket Club and to his friends. It

anyone needed o helping hand. some advice or some
of his time. Douglas would give it.

In 195K, Douglas married Pamela daughter of the
late. Major-General and Mrs A.C. Temperley (he was
at one time military correspondent  of  the  Daily
Telegraph) Douglas is survived by Pamela. one son
and two daughters. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out
to them all.

His Friends

EDITORS NOTE: Other obituaries will be published in the Regimental Association Newsletter,

NOTICES

The following letter from Mr D. Robernts 1s published
because RHQ does not have a copy of the photograph.
Should any reader be ; elp will you contact Mr
Roberts direct.

Dear Sirs,

PRIVATE N.A. CABLE
LATE OF “A™ COMP/
OF EDINBURGH's ROY !
& Wiltshire)

I am writing on behal
soldier. Unfortunately he

leaving the Army an
photograph taken of A
Londonderry in Novembe

appeared. has now be
having water spilt over it

[ am anxious 10 asce
photograph can be tr
obtain another copy aft

ong tme.

The original print is in colour and measures 15 inches
by 84 inches. It is mounted on stift white paper and
the full utle printed at the top 1s “A Coy Ist Bn The
Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment (Berkshire &

Wiltshire)™. In the bottom left hand corner we have
“LONDONDERRY™ and the date “Jul = Nov 1979
appears in the bottom right hand corner. The names of
all those in the picture are also printed in seven rows at
the bottom.

Please could you assist me in this matter”? Of course |
am  prepared  to defray  any  expense incurred in
obtaining a copy if 1t i not possible to put me in direct
contact with the photographer.

Yours faithfully,
D ROBERTS

Foundationers at Wellington College

When Wellington College was founded in memory of
the great Duke, A purpose was o provide an
I leceased Army officers. Over
er has been hberalized. and

all
still

“gqmmissioned  Officers 1n
s | who have died whilst

the Foundation in the
were not aware of il
ssary for Foundationers to be
ipon  before  they  apply  for
4 late change in circumstances
seeking  election to the

(1]

the  Foundation, including

wld be  addressed to the
Cook. Wellington  College.
i1 7PU.

The Armed Forces Art Society
The Armed Forces Art Society exists to help people in
the Services who draw and paint. make sculpture or
engrave glass by holding an exhibition in London cach
year at the National Army Museum in Chelsea at
which about 400 works go on show. Many of the
exhibitors are professional artists who have served in
the Forces thus ensuring a high standard of work. This
also provides o great  opportunity  for  the  less
experienced to see their work ina major exhibiion and
to benefit from  professional advice  The Prince ol
Wales, a disunguished watercolounst. s the Society s
Patron.

Further details can be obtained by sending o sae o
The Assistant Secretary Captain Bill Blake, 1 Block.
Duke of Yorks HQ. London SW3 4SE



Regular Forces Employment Association

The Association, together with the Ministry of
Defence and the Department of Employment, is part
of the Forces Resettlement Service. Our task is to
assist all non-commissioned men and women who
served with good character for a minimum of three
years, or less if discharged on medical grounds, to find
civil employment at the end of their engagements.

Our services are free, and we take a long term
interest in ex-Regulars so they are available to them
throughout their working lives.

Our Employment Officers are situated in Branches
throughout the United Kingdom and they maintain
close contact with Jocal employers and Jobcentres.
Their addresses and telephone numbers can be
obtained from UnitShip Resettlement  Officers;
Jobeentres and local telephone directories.

During the period Ist April 31st March 1991
the Association assisted 11,3 !
their resettlement and placed
those placed 2212 were men @
Army and 13 were from DERR

Army Benevolent Fund - Wiltsh
The Lottery Prizes — drawn
A Mini Cooper Car
No: 180613

Major Joe Owen
Swindon.

Holiday for Two (8 Days)

No: 032672

Mrs W Ouwehand, c/o 22 Fitzgibb
£200 Voucher — includes: £50 M
W.H. Smith, £50 Boots and £50
No: 087508
Mrs T.H. Baker, Ballyach, Butte

TD RAP

Rail Ticket for two for day out tc London from any
Wiltshire station

No: 072303

C Risk, Winterbourne Dauntsey.

Poppy Care

1992 is a year when echoes of the Gulf War and stories
of difficulties caused by a reduction in the size of our
troops, make the work of the Poppy Appeal even more
poignant. Troops in the Gulf fought in alien conditions
far away from home at a time when they could have
been with their families at Christmas.

The Gulf War was the latest of some 75 ‘peacetime’
conflicts since 1945. Each one has created untold
suffering and misery. These servicemen, their wives
and children have sacrificed much to preserve world
peace and freedom. Tod the role of the Poppy
Aj | I in their time of need.

s numbering hundreds
vere spent fighting for
today. As they reach
ey are turning to the

igible for help from the
re given assistance last
services given by the
ntial care, pensions
for ex-Service people
owever this is just a
directly addresses the
country; other services
epple, hospital visits to

Dinner and Overnight Accommadati

lages. Last year, 850

No: 041691

'n 0 141 cemeteries in

Debbie Ettles, 20 Park Street,

countries as close 4 as distant as the Far

Colour Television Set

East.

No: 042548

Mrs Munro, Great Somerford.
3 Litre Bottle of Whisky

No: 032897

H. Glen, Larkhill

Patchwork Quilt

No: 027838

Mrs J. Eburne, 5 Falcons Way, Salisbury.
£50 Voucher

No: 193438

Julie Tyler, Calne.

£20 Voucher

No: 182855

A. Richards, Lydicut Millicent.

2 Case of Wine

No: 026437

Cpl Lowe, 3 Fd Wksp, Tidworth.

Last year : ised, which shows that
even during these difficult times the British public will
not let the Poppy Appeal down. It is a British
Institution — universally recognised and respected.
Tremendous  public  support comes from the
knowledge that the Poppy Appeal is a cost effective
charity — 92 pence in every pound donated goes directly
to meet the particular needs of the ex-Service
community.



In Aid of the Army Benevolent Fund
A Soldier’s Dream
A children’s book which is the story of a young lad who
joins the army during the Napoleonic Wars and has a
dream with an amusing consequence. Mr. John Ryan
of *Captain Pugwash™ renown has illustrated it

The book. including p & p costs £2.75 and due to the
ilustrations will be enjoved by all the family. It 15 only
avatlable by mail order. All proceeds go to the Army
Benevolent  Fund please  make cheques/postal
orders out to the Army Benevolent Fund completing
the order form below

S0

DIRECT ORDER FORM (UK & BFPO ORDERS
ONLY)

To: Peter Stewart-Richardson,

Creake Abbey.
North Creake,

Please send me . copies of “A Soldier’s Dream’

and | enclose a cheque/PO for ¢

Signature DAE v

Name & Address with Post Code

Fakenham.
Norfolk NR21 9L.F

IF YOU'RE leaving
decisions to make.

talk to us.

appropriate course of action for you.

or fill in the coupon.

Kelland & Parners Limited
Pannell House, The Promenade
Clifton, Bnistol BS8 31X

ADDOImIe Bepirivse il itivs 0l
he Burms-Anderson [ndepener
Network P

you need the best possible advice. Which is why you should

As independent financial advisers, we aim to give you the best
advice for your individual needs. We can help select the most

To find out how, contact Penny Russell now on 0272 239400,

Name
(FMBRA) - Address
=
B
Post Code =]
' Tel :‘i

Please contact me to to discuss how Kelland & Partners
may be able to help in my financial planning




MUSEUM SHOP

The following items may be purchased from the Museum Shop. Remittance should be enclosed with the order
which should be sent to the Curator, The Wardrobe, 58 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire. Please note that prices
include Postage and Packing in the UK only.

ITEM Cost No Reqd Total Cost
Brochures. .50
Cap Badges (DERR. R BERKS & WILTS) 3.50
Cuff Links 5.90
Key Fobs 1.10
Ladies Pendants 2.65
Ball pens 85
Pencils .60

Postcards

Prints (Battles of Ferozeshah

Regimental Plaques (DERR)

Tie Slide

Regimental Ties (DERR. R B

Ice Buckets

Bookmarks

Lapel Badge (DERR only)

Ipt Beer Glasses

Yapt Beer Glasses

Stick Pin (Tie)

Cassette Tapes: DERR Band, )$ O

Compact Disc — Air Mobile | m

Mugs

Thimbles

Egg Cups

Cloth Badges

Windows Stickers

Bullet Key Rings

Framed Emblazons

Horse brasses (DERR. R BER
martingale straps each

Blazer Badges DERR, R. Bt

Blazer Buttons (DERR &

Regimental Table Mats (new design) 7.50 ea
Brass Pin Trays — DERR, R. Berks, Wilts 7:50
Brass Paper Weights — DERR, R. Berks, Wilts 7.25
Medal Holders — Civilian wear 2.20
“Bobbies™ — statuettes 17.95
Telephone Notebooks .90

TOTAL COST

Cheques/POs should be crossed and made payable to “DERR MUSEUM TRUST”

85
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