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The Colowrs coming ashore in Hong Kong



FOREWORD BY THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

Last September Rosemary and [ visited the Ist Battalion
in Hong Kong. Under the able command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Stephen Saunders the Battalion undertakes its
operational commitments along the Chinese border
most effectively, has taken internal security training in
its stride, plays a full part in the Colony’s sports
programme and it was a joy to see the social harmony
that exists between all ranks and their families. Yes,
some did no to the steamy summer months,
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reminded of the enormous breadth of our Regimental
family.

It has been good to meet past members at gatherings
of our three Associations: my thanks to those who give
their time to organise them. Your devoted service makes
possible the comradeship extended to all and the welfare
and benevolence given to those in need. The Regiment
is very much in your debt.
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REGIMENTAL GAZETTE

OFFICERS’ LOCATIONS AS AT 1 JANUARY 1989

Colonel of the Regiment
Brigadier W.G.R. Tumer CBE

Brigadier
G Coxon EHEods (TSP .o vosomisens casmmsmnpsomsas SBLSO ABU DHABI

Colonel
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BT TN ot oo e s s acar Adjutant 2 WESSEX
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P Y KN oo iesimss inmrnsim aaee nede e i Adjutant Depot Lichfield

B TRNIE. i in s i e e s Adjutant 1st Battalion
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B EEREINRT, . o e o e e e e School of Infantry
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Lieutenant

I.M. Tomlinson BSc (Hons)  oovveveiiieiiiiennn It Battalion

5.D. Gray R e R T B [st Battalion

B. Dennis: v R e e S 4 Ist Battalion

C.).5. Perkins BSce S SR R L ) (s e I st Battalhon
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G.W.R. Grilfin ... s R TE T SGORMAS
R.JG. Pregge SGCRMAS

Regular
Major W.
Captain S0
Captain REE
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R.D. Higgs
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AL Rowse
H.N. Rob
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Short Se

Captinn P21 Mullins JRIC Forte Clhatle US A
Captain R.J. Luchwell Ist Battahion

Captain W H. Sherman Depot Lichtield
Licutenant A AL Turne ; st Baneahion

Officers Serving with 1st Battalion from other Regiment/Corps

Magor 8.1 Dult RAPC . Pay master

Magor O Herdnan RADC - Dental Otficer
Captam I E. Sharples RAMC . ; Medical (e
Ylacutenant AL Green WRAC ssistant Adjutan
Rev A Bum : s ! e st Padre



University Bursary Holders

BLlS Navers st G A Plymouth Polytechnic

FONGIBEY siimmm i o e s A Oxford University
Army Scholars

B A KR o s st ke s e Burnham GS
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WO1 CSgt.
WOI Fedrick Battali '

WOl Minty
WOI Long

WO Hatton
WOI Carpenter

wo2

WO2 Beet
W02 North
W02 Brame
WO2 Dobie
WO2 Gardner
WO2 Coupland
W02 Cox
WO2 Samson
WO2 Moloney
WO2 Luker
WO2 Duran
WO2 Ficke
W02 Chapman
W02 Lawrence
W02 MclLeod
WO2 Wareing
W02 Walts
WO2 Gardiner
WO2 Snee
WO2Gill
WO2 Christian
WO?2 Hole
WO2 Maynard
W02 Henwoaod

Long Service List

WO2Green SSOMUNSTER

WO2 Whitfield SSOMINDEN

WO2 Carter MBE 10CTT Strensall

WO2 Morgan 19CTT Corsham

WO2 Trench BEM DNBC Winterborne Gunner
CSgt. Watton BEM Estate Warden MUNSTER

CSgt. Choules AAC Chepstow

CSgt. Fielding 1 Armd Div VERDEN
CSgt. Le Strange 4 Armd Div HQ

Sgt. Kendrick Arborfield

Cpl. Barnes RAEC Centre Beaconsfield



Honours and Awards

Congratulations to the following who were honoured in 1988:

OBE
Licutenant Colonel E.R. Holmes TD Commanding Officer 2 WESSEX

MBE

Major W .R. Stafford
Major P.D. Stacey
Captain G.P. Barlow

MID
Major B.R.F. Franklin
Major R. '
W02 A S
CSgt. B.
Sgt. LM
LCpl. N.D3

GOC’s Con
Major M.J. |
Sgt. J.R. Tho

Sgt. J. Simms
Sgt. R. Owe
Cpl. W.RCE
Cpl. APF

Lieutenant A

Captain
Licutenan {
Licutenant A.C. White
Licutenant M. J. Lister
Licutenant W H.C. Wilson

Lieutenant

Second Licutenant 1.1, Gilchrist
Second Licutenant R.C. Boulter
Second Licutenant P.R Flavell
Second Licutenant J. Boxall
Second Licutenant N. Shah
Second Lieutenant S, Howe
Second Lieutenant C.N - Jagues



Regular Commission

We congratulate the undermentioned officer on his award of a Regular Commission in the Regiment:
Captain W.H.C. Wilson

Retirements
The following officers retired from the Army in 1988. We thank them most warmly for their service to the Regiment and wish
them the best of good fortune for the future:

Major A.F.R. Steevenson

Captain C.S. Biddulph

Captain A. Hobbs on transfer to 6 GR
Lieutenant R. transfer to the RAF

July

August
September

October b Luncheon — Aldersho

nta ittee of Managing Trustees Meeting.

November




REGIMENTAL NOTES

Deaths
It is with deep regret that we announce the deaths of
the tollowing Officers:
Brigadier D.W.B.T. Hogg CBE who was the last
Colonel of The Royul Berkshire Regiment.
Major W.G. La T. Cockeraft who was Assistant
Ru'lmuu.ll Secretary ( Berkshire) from 1974-79,
Captain g Ve iht. Dulu.. ol l_dmburg,h s Royal
Regime e L)
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Regime AN ardrobe and Musen
Trustees® the Passing Out parades and the
Prince of Wales's Division Selection Boards at the
RMAS and took the salute at the Annual Reunion of
the Regimental Association in Salisbury. In September
he and Rosemary paid a visit to the Ist Batalion in
Hong Kong. It was with great sadness that we learnt
on his return from Hong Kong that he would have to
enter hospital for a major operation. At the time of
writing he is recovering in the Queen Elizabeth Military
Hospital, Woolwich. We wish him a speedy and
complete recovery and look forward to him being with
us once again early in 1989,
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Regimental Headquarters

We bade a sad farewell to Lieutenant Colonel Vivian
Ridley who left us in September. We thank him for all
his hard work on behall of the Regiment and the
Regimental Association during his two vear stay and
wish him the best of good fortune in his new job.

We welcome in his pk.lu. L ulum.l Alan Hinings. who
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did the trick because the Battalion™s rugby team made
quite an impact by beating a top Club side in its first
game and a Battalion team won the Briish Forees
Rugby sevens competition and the Soccer Team won
the Hong Kong Association Football Cup. The proposed
visit by the Regimental Association to the Battalion in
January 1989 is gomng ahead although only 22 members
have elected to mike the trip. They w il he spending
10 mights i Hong Kong and will be based ina well
known hotel in Causeway Bay . The Battalion will be




organising some entertainment and sight-seeing trips.
It has just been announced that Lieutenant Colonel

D.J.A. Stone will be the next Commanding Officer of

the 1Ist Battalion. He will probably take over from

Lieutenant Colonel S.W.J. Saunders before the end of

1989. The Battalion is now expected to remain in Hong
Kong until August 1990. On its return to the UK it is
likely to be posted to 24 Bde in Catterick.

Visit by Colonel in Chief to the Ist Battalion

The Colonel in Chief, HRH The Prince Philip Duke of

Edinburgh visited the
1 Novembe
Officer, Li
visited the
China.

Ist Battalion in Hong Kong on
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Northern Ireland Awards
We congratulate the ten members of the Regiment who
were given awards for their service whilst on operations
in Northern Ireland. Although they are individual
awards they reflect very highly the achievements of the
Battalion during its tour of the Province. Our
photograph shows those who were still serving with
the Ist Battalion when the awards were announced.
The award of the Mention in Despatches to CSgt.
MclIntyre means that both he and his brother, who is
also serving with the Ist Battalion, have now received
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w2 From left 1o
Seit Thomqgs, CS5g1.
Barlow, Major| Franklin,
d Lt. Col. Saunders.

Northern Ireland. We believe they
others in the Regiment to receive
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Pte .f .!Ih"-s*juhu (c {’ﬂﬂ‘{’} with Pre Williams (left) and LCpl
Prendergast (right).

Staff College

We congratulate Major R.N. Wardle and Capt. P.C.
Tomlinson on their selection for staff training from
January 1990. Our congratulations also to Capt. F.D.F.
Drury. Capt. J.M.C. Rylands and Capt. N.M. Smith
on passing the Staff examination.



Army Football Association Centenary
1988 marked one hundred years for the Army Football
Association. The occasion was celebrated at the
Military Stadium Aldershot on 13 April before the 1988
Army Challenge Cup Final. Units who had won the
Army Cup since 1888 were invited to send a
representative  for each year that they had been
successful, dressed in the uniform of the peniod., to take
part in a parade in front of the Royal Box. The Ist Bn
The Wiltshire Regiment won the Cup in 1921-22 whilst
stationed in Dublin. They beat the 2nd Bn The Royal
Welch Fusidigis in the hnal in the presem.c ol HM
King Ge -
Oliphant
1923-24
Tidworth.
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The medal and the watch are a charming addition to
the Regimental Collection and it 1s hoped they will
receive a lot of public attention in 1989, The Regiment
is very grateful to the Victoria and Albert Muscum and
others trusts for generously helping to meet the cost of
the purchase. A full account of how Captain Benning
won the gold medal is included with the Museum notes,

The Hungerford Tragedy Fund
The Colonel of the Regiment and the Commanding

Officer of the Ist Battalion called upon the Mayor of

Hungerford in February to hand over a cheque for £2000
for the Hungerford Tragedy Fund which had been
donated by all ranks of the Battalion. The following
letter was received by the Colonel of the Regiment from
the Fund Manager:

“Dear Brigadier Turner
I am writing to thank you on behalt of the people of
Hungerford for the kind donation of £2000 from the
members of the Battalion towards the Hungerford
Tragedy Fund.

The amount raised 1o date
and over a quarter of this ha

now stands at £1.1 mullion
0 distributed

‘overing and
Oinerosity and

1werned.
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Clifte,
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160000

£5502.79
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AL Rose
i Cornwell
September '\.Lu J\\ Im M. ML) Cornwell
December  Maj. J.A. Barrow

TA Appointments

Two former Regular Officers of the Regiment are now
serving with the Territorial Army. Major Richard Titles
has joined the Pool of Watchkeepers at CVHQ
Woolwich and is badged to the Regiment. Our first TA
member of the Regiment. Major Jimmy Durant has
joined 1 WESSEX and s currently doing a Staff
Appomntment at HQ South West District
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43rd Division Memorial

A new Memorial to the 43rd Division has been erected
in  LOCHEM. Holland. The photograph of the
Memorial was taken by a member of the Wiltshire Old
Comrades Association during a recent visit to Amhem.

in LOCHEM, Holland.

New memor

1988 Officers Dinner

The 1988 Officers Dinner was held at Wadham College,
Oxford. The Colonel of the Regiment presided and 50
officers attended. The guests were Captain J.D.L.

Backus ADC RN, the Captain HMS Dryad and Colonel
J.M. Hewitt OBE, the Divisional Colonel the Prince
of Wales's Division. The 1989 Dinner will be held at
Wadham College, Oxford on | September.

1988 Officers Cocktail Party

The 1988 Officers Cocktail Party was held at the
Wardrobe on the second day of the Regimental Golf
Meeting. Brigadier and Mrs Turner welcomed over 100
officers and their wives. Once again many of our
Regimental widows also attended. 65 people went on
to the usual supper party at the Coun afterwards.
The 1989 Cocktail Party will be Jardrobe
riday 16 June. Tt is proposg et supper
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The Sergeants (Past and Present) Dinner Club
The REME Bailleul Sgts Mess at Arborfield was the
venue for the 1988 Dinner and what an excellent choice
it turned out to be.

Thanks to an initial enquiry made by Roy Povey and
the follow up action and several sorties made by Sgt.
D. Smith, with the task of arranging overnight
accommodation, some 125 members and guests sat
down to dinner and 30 were given a bed for the night,
thus avoiding the problem of drinking and driving. An
excellent attendance because it was felt that with the



Ist Battalion being in Hong Kong, the numbers
attending this vear would be down. However those
members serving at ERE rallied round and gave their
support. Our guests this year were the Colonel of the
Regiment, Brigadier D.E. Ballantine OBE. MC,
Colonel D.A. Jones. RSM Lane of 2 WESSEX and
WOI Burmms REME. We trust they all enjoyed
themselves talking over old tmes.

It was good to see Major “Topper™ Brown SASC
who left the Battalion in Malta as well as WO Godwin,
WO2 Beet, WO2 Brame and Dennis Watts all over
from No )l and Andrew Prior ITrom Holland.
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Regimental Golf Meeting 1989
The 1989 Meetng will be held at Tidworth Golt Club
on Thursday 15 June and Friday 16 June 1989,

The 99th 1939-45 Annual Officers Reunion
Cur Twellth annual reunion was held at the Wardrobe
on 13 August YRS,

PRI

There were a few unavoidable absentees from the
regular attenders over the years. 37 were present
including one old friend who had heard of the reunion
when visiting the Wardrobe earlier in the year. We
would all like to think that the publicising ol the
Wirdrobe might produce other names for whom we
have addresses.

The stories of 40 odd vears ago get bigger and better
for the telling as the years go h\

The Regimental Room 1s \plu:mlld venue and our
thanks are due to the Wardrobe (]“ILEF\ and stall for
their ready co-operation and son and her
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Regimental Golfing Society
The 1988 Regimental Goll mecting was held at
Tidworth Goll Club (for the 30th successive sear) on
16 and 17 June in perfect weather conditions. Twenty-
tour playvers took park in the various competitions and
thoroughly enjosed themselves, Prizes were presented
by the Colonel of the Regiment and it wis particulary
pleasant o see Colone] llu_l_:h Gullson who had been
mvited as a guest win the Gillson Trophs . presented
by his futher when he was Commuanding Officer ol The
Wiltshire Regiment Depot in 1924
Results were as Tollows:




Stableford Singles Medal Handicap

I. Colonel H. Gillson 67
Division A 2. Major E.H. Ingles (on last 9) 71
1. Major E.H. Ingles 37 pts 3. Lt. Col. A.E. Carter 71
2. Mr. A.G. Flay 33 pts
3. Major General D.T. Crabtree 30 pts Medal Handicap (over 24 handicap)

. Mr. R. Povey 73
Division B 2. RSM N. Minty 74
1. Mr. R. Povey (on last 9) 36 pts 3. Mr. P. Mallows 78
2. RSM N. Minty 36 pts
3. Brigadier W.G.R. Turner 25 pts Foursome Stableford

1. Major Ingles and Mr. Green 36 pts

denlotelogl Carter and Mr. Mallows 33 pts

Medal _ " '\Lll,.( asserley and RSM/Minty 29 pts
1. Capt. FIK. Yiend S BT 1
2. Colonel H- Gillson VA AS asz, Mj,td, daevorth GE
3. Major D. Murray et \ '--'ﬂ"‘-_Sl‘é’ h 4

Northern Ireland Ferozeshah Celebrations — 21st December 1988
From left to right, top row, Edward Mackereth, WOI(RSM) Carpenter, WOII Brame, WOIl Cox, COMS Warts,
WOll Gardiner, Lt. Col. West, Col Mackereth, WOIIl Beet, Capt. Wort
Middle row, Mrs Lake, Mrs West, Mrs Mackereth, Mrs Wort, Mrs Watits, Mrs Carpenter
Sitting front left, Maj. Lake with Meg & Teasle, sitting front right 2Lt. Carr

15



HMS Dryad

With the closure of HMS VERNON: the Royal Navy's
Underwater Warfare, Minewarfare and Diving School
in 1985: it was the Colonel in Chiet’s suggestion that
the Regiment's affiliation with the establishment
should pass 1o HMS DRYAD. the new home of
Underwater Warfare specialists.

HMS DRYAD is situated within the 300 acre estate
ol Southwick Park about 7 miles North of Portsmouth
in the folds of the South Downs. Once a privalely
owned country mansion and estate 15 was requisitioned
by the Defence in 1941 and in 1943
became ellanning He: leis ¥,
and Ger _
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Isual way .
The lorry

HMS | ow the home of the School of driver has failed to notice the § Ictions and
Maritime Operations providing training for Officers cannot get his vehiele into the Close. Mrs Wilkinson.
and Ratings who will form “The Fighting Team™ in the only person at RHQ at the time with acar. arranges
the Operations Room of the surface warship. All to rendezvous with the lorry driver at the nearest
training is a mixture of classroom theory and practical convenient spol. This happens to be a car park opposite
work:  computerised  trainers  simulating  every the Emergency Department of the General Infirmary .
conceivable type of warfare scenario and enabling While she finds somewhere to park the lorry driver
Operations Room teams 1o become highly skilled in carries the obvious bundles wrapped in clear polythene
running digital equipment in the Royal Navy’s latest across a busy road to load into her boot.
ships. Mecanwhile back at the farm ...... the clectnicians
Officers and Ratings on courses are trained to arrive to repair a light in the Museum. another
operate radars, sonar and electronic warfare sensors, clectrician arrives to replace the meter. Major Picktord
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(Secretary, Wilts OCA) and Colonel Salt (Secretary,
Royal Berkshire OCA) both arrive at the same time,
normally they come in on separate days. The Journal
has arrived, the Wiltshire OCA Annual Report has not!
By now it is coffee time, lo and behold the electricity
is turned off. Colonel Salt sends down for some candles!
The fire alarms start to ring. The visitor staying in the
Landmark Flat thinks it is his front door and comes
down the stairs, finds no one there but sees the milk,
which he promptly takes back up to the flat on the top
floor. Only havmg just arrived the night before he does
not realise gh e mi k is not for hlm Lucklly Mrs
Wilkinson ¢ as_ha I
milk.
There is 4
Hammond
kindly leaves

service in Chl aa

brlcf account
who wish to i
history.

The Opium Wi
Regiment of

his foreign officers on a course at the Intelligence
Centre. The Regimental Secretary has told him that we
would be delighted to entertain them and as a treat will
give them a cream tea. So, the ladies of RHQ disappear
for half an hour to do the shopping, getting back just
in time to cook lunch.

Good news! the long awaited computer will be
delivered tomorrow. In between cooking, shopping,
coffee making etc etc office furniture in the General
Office is re-arranged (at least three times) to make room
for it.

Thcre 18 jubt time to :ypc lette he Regimental
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gallantry™
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egiment

In 1839 the op 1 both Britain
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Chinese pec gvernments
British susp Se gov A and Fra re to send
probablyu ‘use 1o stop trading altogethe ot : -

decided to a fore in early 1840 the Governor The Bntlsh conungem was from units

General of India received orders for the despatch of a
small force to cary out reprisals. The 49th was to be
part of this force.

This war of repirsals consisted, in the main, of a
series of short sharp actions usually involving landings
from naval ships or transports and was to last for more
than two years before the Chinese gave in with the
signing of “The Peace of Nanking”. The 49th acquitted
themselves well being particularly noted for their dash
and courage, so much so that on 17th February 1843
the War Office sanctioned for the Regiment “in

currently in India and would be comprised of two
divisions and a cavalry brigade. The 99th was to be
part of the 2nd Division.

The voyage from India to Hong Kong took about six
weeks, the monotony being relieved by the troops
indulging in impromptu theatricals, fishing for shark
or games with the wildfowl, on board as rations. The
appearance of a friendly gunboat or tug was also
welcome as this could mean a tow which could result
in more time to have a reasonable ‘run ashore’ at
Singapore or other port of call.



After a week in Hong Kong the assembled flotilla
moved north to Chusan which was occupied as a sort
of forward assembly arca. Capt Dunne describes the
scene: “Everything is gloriously uncertain, and many
say even now that there will be no war. ... it would be,
I suspecet, a disappointment to some hundreds who are
looking for promotion by the row ... .even Guardsmen
have not been above coming out in order to get their
share of the rewards™.

After a wait of two months, for negotiations, the
invasion force agaim satled north, now (o rendesvous
with the @ o landing just north of the Taku
Forts, th ik ' it 1 ! 1 1
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Sunday.
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pushed on vesterday o the Emperor's summer palace..
they have plundered it tremendously and now .. they
have watches, clocks. and jewellery lving about their
camp. .. General Montauban declares that evervthing is
being guarded most carefully by him. so we must
suppose that his men are merely keeping the things in
their tents and knapsacks for safenn™”

October Rth,
plunder and destruction. Off soon after daylight with
aselect hittle party . atwas nearly taelve o'clock betfore
I got to the palace gates. Saw evervone clearing off,

“A memorable day in the history of

FRIRRTETN ] 1] ' 1]

loaded with booty: and in despair. took to buying pearls
in the French camp... When | went into the palace 1t
was in a frightful state..Evervthing that could not be
moved was being smashed. . Every Officer in our army

who had managed o procure leave was  doing
business. Capt Dunne goes on 1o say that there

wasn't much left of any value by the ime he got there.
but he did manage 10 pick up a nice roll of silk. but
even this was stolen from him by a Chinaman who he
had entrusted o look atter it while he went looking tor
something else. He goes on 7 oso. exeept for my
purchases trom the French. ' but two or
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The *Twenties™ & *“Thirties™
Ist & 2nd Battahions The Wiltshire Regiment

With the ending of the First World War the rapid
reorganisation required to place the regular battalions
of the army back into peacetime locations put a not
undue strain on many regiments. particularly so i the
case ol the 2nd Wilishires who were required o move
to Hong Konyg

The battalhion arrived in the Colony in November
1919, and the Tollowing appeared in one of the local



papers:- “Hong Kong's new regiment arrived at about
| lam yesterday. .. the men landed at 1230 pm and sent
to Murray, Mount Austin and Victoria Barracks. Fifteen
Officers have been housed at Murray while the rest are
temporarily residing at the Peak Hotel. There are 24
married men with their families. It will be interesting
news to the residents of Hong Kong to learn that the
regiment has a Band of it's own, fifty strong, under
Bandmaster Easton™. Once established, the pattern of
life appeared to settle down into much the same way
as it is today except, of course there was no border to
guard as sughaDetachments were very much the order
of the day ndant ceremonial being of greal

dollar, half of his pay he took to the bank and bought
bills on England at 4s.6d, so that on leaving Hong
Kong after twenty-one months he had made a tidy
profit”.

Although overseas tours were very much longer than
they are today the 2nd did not stay long in Hong Kong
and in early 1922 they moved to India. However, in
1929 they again sailed for China, this time the
destination being Shanghai. This tour was very short
and uneventful and the following year the battalion
sailed for home.

Early 1932 saw the st Bat
Regiment on its way to Shangl

he Wiltshire
ith a little
etwen the

importance one of the place whig ',dl re urgency as fighting ha
demanded t; the duties 'g nar red in end apanese. b Diary was
with the Am alian, Du el .- openied thi on volved and
Japanese forces.™ “ {"Q'._. sailed
X 7 \_/
1950 Viltshire Regiment

General Si wnne K.C.B.

In his fi ter their arrival, to the Colonel
of the Regiment, (none other than General Sir John
Hart Dunne KCB) the Commanding Officer wrote: —
“You will be pleased to hear that the battalion seems
to have made a very good impression in the
Colony....the only complaint we have is the high dollar,
it now costs 5 shillings (25 pence) and is hitting
everyone hard”. To which the General replied,
*...things do not change, | remember a CO of the 99th
fifty-six years ago, then we were all on Indian rates of
pay and the CO drew £100 a month pay plus £40 for
command and he received it in dollars at 4s.3d per
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dominated battalion life:
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United Kingdom on their
battalions in Korea. Other actiy wever take
their place, including ceremontal, and Shooting, in
which the Battalion did especially well.

The tented camps of the New Territories were not
without their problems, witness the following extract
from the Diary of Events:—

“4 Oct 50 — Typhoon Signal No 7 — received 0130hrs
— Strong gales expected within 4-6 hours. All tents
were struck by 0430hrs..”. [Rest content all ye in
typhoon proof Fort Stanley].

In 1951 it was the Wiltshires turn to send a draft to
Korea when Lt A E Carter and about 100 other ranks




were sent to re-inforce the st Glosters.

These were the days when the vast majority of

Corporals and Privates. and some Subaltern Officers,
were National Servicemen and the turnover within
battalions a constant process of training and re-training.
Even more upheaval occurred during times of a major
battalion move when it was not uncommon for large
drafts to be transferred from one unit to another. as
were the 270 Officers and men of the Devons who
joined the Wiltshires in the Colony.

The Battalion left Hong Kong in October 1953 for
Warminster and this was to be the last time the Regiment
would se ¢ Colony until the st Battalion
the Duke
January |

CAPTAIN
2nd 66th REG
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Captain Conway Benning 2nd 661l

l}u&il Uumaously  awarde
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in the Penninsular he left behind him [ncar Balycastle.
Co Antrim| a farmer’s daughter who was shortly to
have a baby. Benning had given her the only things he
possessed. a charming mintature of himself and a large
gold watch. The girl cut out a piece of paper which
exactly fitted into the watch, and on it was pricked “For
Love of Conway Benning”

wded at the
to be given
gadajor and
chmmand of
buera  and
al.  When
n The Duke
to the girl.
It is the gold watch and 1 have been
successtully acquired at a recent Christies auction. The
documents which came with the watch show that it was
made prior to 1750 and probably belonged to Bennimg s
futher. The moulding on the gold case depicts a very
fine nativity scene

The 2/66th gained six gold medals for the Pennimsulan
War. one cach 1w Captains Benning and  Goldie
[Posthumous|. a Major Dodgin recenved three: Lo
Vittoria. Pyrenees and Aare. and one Tor Licutenan
Colonel Nicol. for Nive. The latter’s medal is already
in the muscum’s possession




Colours of the 99th Regime
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Membership and Subscriptions

The membership of the Society now stands a 265 a
welcome increase, at the new subscription rates, since
the last Journal. To the many in the Regiment who are
not yet members, may we ask again for your support
at the following rates:

Individual — £5 per annum

Joint (Husband and Wife) — £8 per annum
Life (Husband and Wife) = £50.
Corporate — £100.

THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS OF THE
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

21

Application forms for membership can be obtained
from Major J H Peters at RHQ or from the PRI in the
Ist Battalion. The completion of a covenanted
subscription gives the museum full value through tax
relief for the money subscribed at no extra cost.

Those who become Life Members will wish to know
that their money is invested in National Savings Bonds
to produce an annual income through interest. Currently
the sum invested is £2,000.



Annual General Meeting — 1989

The 1988 AGM was well attended on 21 Apnl and
James Leasor. the author. gave an amusing address
after the official business. The 1989 AGM will take
place in The Wardrobe, chaired by The Colonel of the
Regiment, commencing at 1430 hours on Thursday 27th
Apnl.

The Hong Kong Raffle
Details of the prize winners and the financial summary
are given in the Regimental Notes.
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Members | sulbsdi
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Kingdom. These occasions though are few and far
between. normally on carly morning PT period or half
way through a rugby match.

Whilst much planning for the move from Northern
Ircland to Hong Kong was going on in the latter half
of 1987, the vast majority of the Batalion had stll o
concentrate  their  thoughts on the job in hand.
Operations continued right up until the end of the tour
and this. combined with getting the barracks and all

the Battahon's equipment ready for what was an
excellent  handover  meant  that  no-one  became

Diary
The thoug
Northern
history. a
heat in a

a. A wrought iron hght bracket in the entrance hall
- £250.

b. A grant towards the purchase of the Benning
medal. watch and papers - £750.

> Audio equipment to trial with information tapes
on selected exhibits — £300.

d. Publicuty leaflets — £1.500 plus £750 for the years
1989-90)

e. Expenses to fund Book Preservation instruction
for NADFAS volunteers working in the library

£240.
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, e regarded as a sucl nention the
fact that the Battahion has so tar received two MBEs.,
six MIDs and two GOC's Commendations as a result

The Commanding Officer received the following signal

from Commander 8th Infantry Brigade on leaving
Aldergrove:
“As vou complete vour busy but most successtul
tour in Aldergrove | want to thank you and vour
Batahon for the hard work and support that you
have given to4 UDR ., 8 UDR and this Brigade .7
We sl keep in touch with 4 and 11 UDR,
particularly with the former and we have managed 1o



The arrival ceremony in Hong Kong.




organise a number of training attachments that have
proved very successtul. Our links with 4 UDR remain
pdrtn.ularlv strong, we left them facing an upsurge of
terrorist activity towards the latter half of 1987 despite
the international outrage over the Remembrance Day
bombing in Enniskillen in November and we welcome
the opportunity to give some of their soldiers a break
from Northern Ireland operations in Hong Kong. The
move to Hong Kong after two weeks leave in the UK
went well. Special congratulations must go to WO2
Coupland, Sgt. Thomas and LCpl. Valler for their
paticnce oo 0 sorting out the detail tur the
o5 Of

move: but
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British Forces side. 2Lt J. Boxall
Cross have done particularly well 1o get
selected for the Hong Kong representative side for its

tour of Japan. The Battalion arrived at the end of the
T9RT/88 sporting season and no competitive sport is
played during the months of May-September and so
there is little further to add save the Battalion sport
remains extremely competitive and every effort is being
made to perform well in all sports and 1o rejuvenate
some that have faded recently. A particular effort was
made this year to encourage Boxing., the Inter Compuny
competition culmimnated with the Finals on 7 October.

fned Services side ¥

There 15 much enthusiasm, especially from some ex
Junior leaders and hopes are high for being able 1o have
enough talent to repeat the Battalion’s boxing successes
of the early 8(s.

The Battalion has been heavily committed since its
arrival and “nights out of bed™ are almost comparable
to Northern Ireland.

Whilst the nature of our operational commitment may
be less exciting it is no less demanding especially with
the heat and humidity making life more uncomfortable.
We have just come to the end of our first border tour
perod wllh a iurther Iwo o gg build up to
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A Company
n Northern
‘cupicd but
We have
dabbled with Internal Secunity & tactics (the
first time since Canterbury ), completed a couple ol
border tours. preventing illegal  immigrants  from
crossing the Sino-Hong Kong border. and have also
taken  part in three adventure  training
exercises. At the time of writing we are also looking
forward to a seven week overseas exercise due to take
place in Sabah in January 1989

The opportunities for both military and non military
training are plentiful and we make as much use of them
as possible. The notes that follow will desceribe some
clements of life with A Company

ONVUTSCUS



Internal Security the Hong Kong Way
2Lt. Delf joined A Company in February 1988, and
was thrown head long into the Battalion’s internal
security training. Having concentrated on section
attacks at Sandhurst, would he now find something
totally different?
“Our primary role in Hong Kong is to support the
Royal Hong Kong Police (RHKP), with Internal
Security. Hence a training package has been laid on
by the Hong Kong Internal Security Training
Advisory Team (HKISTAT), so that we can become

familiar ay the police do things out here™.
Lt. Col nnounced in his opening brie
The packag March and was to t fg '

days. Th
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the four da
prc-\enmlmns
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Things gradually began to take place, issue of riot
shields and flak jackets, all rather old hat for those who
had been to Northern Ireland!

The Coy training was concluded with a small exercise
based around Stanley Fort. This included Key Point
protection, patrolling and a company cordon and lift.
The Bn exercise followed, this was almost a mirror
image of the Coy’s. Just before the end of the patrolling
phase, | was removed from the Coy location, so that |
could attend the PCBC at the School of Infantry and
learn to do things the Warminster Way!
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The Best Platoon with a Helping Hand

The months of May and June brought two things to A
Company, a new Platoon Commander in the form of
2Lt Gilchrist for 1 Pl and two weeks of shooting and
dry training at Lo Wu Camp in the New Territories.
The climax of this was to be the Battalion Inter Platoon
march and shoot competition.

B Company set a cracking pace from the start, but
by the time 1 PI's turn came, the competition was still
wide open. The march was completed at an easy pace
and the shoot began well with some impressive
marksmanship from Private Clepkifian een on the
apon. Unfi is standard
b1 Sergeant
n fire from
more by
ose the falling
Corporal “Shergar”
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A Company soldiers at the LO WO range near the
Chinese Border.

2 PI Trip to Lantau

The Company Commander was very keen that soldiers
should be given the opportunity to do as many things
as possible. Idle hands... and all that. So various
weekend trips were organised to enable Platoons to see
as much of Hong Kong as possible. 2Lt. Harland
organized a trip to Lantau.
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Then it was back to Silvermine Bay to set sail into
the sunset. day was drawing 1o a close and the Wanchai
beckoned.

Company Exercise — Lantau Island
Lantau having been visited on an informal basis now
became the tocus for a company exercise. It was to be
nothing  hike the  pleasant  day  out  previously
encountered. the 21C made sure of that.

A long discussion about company triaming ended and

i

the skeleton was tormulited for a company exercise on
Lantau. It was to be a low level. Section based exercise
fall the Plioon Commianders and Sergeants were i
Brunei acting as umpires) that was to last for 4-5 days
and was 10 concentrule on conventional warlare
something that the battalion has not been directly
involved with for the past two and a hall years.

After weeks of haising with the RAF. the Queen's
Gurkha Engineer Boat Troop and the Mantime RCT
Commander a “Concrete” seemario and
sequence were written. The exercise was to use landing
cratt. hehicopters and Genm by 148 possible
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Cross decking prior to beach landings at the start of
the Company exercise



The march in was extremely hard, a sign of things
to come, and eventually platoon harbour areas were set
up. That night recce patrols went out and back, and
most patrols even found their objectives. On the debrief
it became even more apparent how difficult the going
was. Even the Recce Platoon, who were acting as the
enemy and had been inserted by helicopter, found it
hard at times. After a day of admin, ambush patrols
went out. The ambushes were sprung from the beaches,
the enemy being inserted by Gemini, and the patrols
moved to new helicopter pick ups to be moved to
another pagt,@ sland.

Then fol es of problems that were
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A quick trip to the Mulu caves in Malaysia had to
be cut short because of lack of time, and all too soon
for 1 Pl, we found ourselves under canvas in Sabah,
in the shadow of Mt Kinabalu. The evening before the
climb was spent meeting the locals, losing to them at
draughts (but sir, they changed the rules!) and teaching
them the words to a number of Regimental Songs. This
seemed to go down very well, and made us firm
favourites for the remainder of our stay.

Early the next moming, the climb began. Our
Malaysian guide, Dennis, set such a cracking pace that
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Alpha Hike 2

On the afternoon of the 18th August 1988 Alpha Hike
2 assembled at Stanley Fort, the team consisted of: 2Lt.
Harland, Cpl. Green, Pts. Boocock, Bowman,
Burbridge, Cooney, Horrocks, and Jenkinson.

We flew from Kai Tak that evening and arrived in
Thailand without mishap although Cooney and
Jenkinson staggered off the plane under the burden of
gifts bestowed upon them by the hostesses, forgetting
that they had to carry them on their backs for the next
10 days.



Eventually we found a guide who agreed to help us
at a suitable price. so the following day we set off into
the jungle. Our first stop was for lunch at a very inviting
waterfall where we had a swim to cool off. We were
just beginning to think 1t was very pleasant when we
met our first hill or was it a jungle covered chif face
which went on and on. Eventually we arrived at the
village we were making for, having passed through
several already which had given us a briet hope that
we were there. The village if vou can call five or six
bamboo huts a village. was of the Meo tribe
Having made our beds (unr !l mats) we
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and the children all the best i Also many
senior ranks  have  departed. CSM Luker. CSgt
Henwood. Set. Summner. Sgt. Truman and Sgt. Pocock
We wish then all well in their new johs

With so many departures we have also welcomed
some new blood. Major Coates returns to the Battalion
alter a long period awas . 1o take over as OC, 11 Heald
as 21C. CSM Christian and the Tat brothers, one as
COMS and the other as Pl Sgt. of 2 PI

i
4 . .
- ok We have now spent one year in Hong Kong and
Prex Horrocks, Boocook and Burbidee Elephant achieved a great deal. this year promises 1o be equally
rrecking in Thatland. Where's the number 14 bus? as hectic, and we are looking forward tonew challenges



B COMPANY

The 90 Soldiers and 40 wives of B Company moved
from N Ireland to Hong Kong in February to find
Stanley Fort, for the first month of the Battalion’s two
and half year tour, colder than the UK and no central
heating! The temperature soon began to rise and reached
a peak of 34 degrees C and 97% humidity in August.

On arrival in Hong Kong the hierarchy of the
Company changed with Lt. P.N. Clements taking over
as Company 2IC, CSgt. Tadhunter as CQMS and
followed byMajLE O'R-B Davidson-Houston, fresh

In May B Company started training for Limited War
operations, concentrating on section, platoon and
company skills and operations leading up to Exercise
BRAVO BASH 1 at the beginning of June. This was
held in Lamma and Lantau Islands, the latter being the
largest island in the Colony. It was an arduous test for
the Company with wet beach landings by day and night
and plenty of “tabbing” up Lantau and Sunset Peaks.
The 5 day exercise ended with a dawn beach landing
and a Company advance-to-contact up a steep valley
in 32 degrees C, a sound test of fitness. The Company
was then flown back to Stap y Wessex

from 2 ye ny Staff Course, as the new OC, ,helu.opterb

returning a absence from the Ist Battali ' T'he Battalion Infantry Ski 1p (ISAAC)
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bases in the Eastern Sector of the New Territories. All
operations were conducted by foot to build on the
lessons learnt on Exercise BRAVO BASH 1 on Lantau
Island. During the block leave in July most of B
Company seemed to disappear to Thailand, with only
a few returning to England and one or two remaining
in Hong Kong. The 3 week leave period proved to be
a well earned rest after a very busy first 6 months in
Hong Kong.

At the beginning of August the Battalion deployed
to the Sino- Hnm_ Kong Frontier to carry out a 5 week
border tour, iy dcplu)ed to the l:.ash:rn be;lor

of the New (] r Lh H A
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At the u i i shor
INCOs. bu ave gained a section of young
officers — Lt. Smallbone (5P1), 2Lt. Robinson (4P1),
2Lt. Rose (6P1). Lt Hetherington (4 UDR temporarily
attached). 2Lt. Boulter (supernumary) and 2Lt Shah
(supernumary). It is to the credit of the platoon
sergeants. Rogers (4P, Goddard (5P and Doswell
(6P1 - ex-Coldstream Guards) that the subalterns are
kept in order!
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C/SP Company

A final, busy Christmas in Fermanagh saw the end of
a hectic two years in N Ireland. All were looking
forward to the warmer climate of Hong Kong and in
the short term a well earned 3 weeks leave.

Upon arrival in Hong Kong the Company underwent
a rapid expansion and change in orbat. The Mortar Pl
doubled in strength to 50, the Recce Pl rejoined the
Coy. changing places with the Drums who returned to
HQ Coy.
The mer Pl ranuLadrc:mr e
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licrs. The
platoon’s hit rate was up on lask e 8 hits
were scored out of 10 with 2 missiles being blinds.
Although the platoon had hitle time to prepare between
armiving in Hong Kong and departing tor Australia they
performed extremely well. The four davs R&R in
Svdney at the end of the concentration was well
deserved and thoroughly enjoyed by all

The Recce Plis now totally reorganised and currently
preparing to run EX BADGE HORN which hopes to
achieve an exchange of ideas between ourselves and
the American troops taking part. Several members of
the Recce PLoare now highly trained i jungle warfare




having attended extremely demanding courses in commanders had to be trained to command the

Brunei. lumbering beasts on the busy roads of Hong Kong with

Apart from the specialised platoon training the Gurkha drivers. Plenty of potential for the odd prang
Company has taken part in the Battalion IS exercise, now and again but the only one to date was not LCpl.
the Nines Cup and the two weeks long Skill at Arms Bailey's fault at all! The Company IS training package

Competition. LCpl. Dunn flew the Coy flag by winning culminated in a short IS exercise at Camp 10 which
the Nines Cup Cross-Country, Capt. Lister (best B Class will be remembered particularly by the CSgt and Pte

shot), Pte. Seaward (runner up best B Shot) and Pte. Davis for the area’s mosquitoes, since they suffered
Durden (runner up Best Young Soldier) were all prize more than most. After the first night Pte. Davis would
winners for shooting. have been able to do a very good impression of Satchel

During the Skill at Arms Competition the Company Mouth Louis Armstrong with the addition of some cam

also took the cream!
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remained, p the delights of Fermanagh for il

the advance party sojourn in Hong Kong, taking over

from 1 Coldstream Guards. The Company then enjoyed an Easter stand down,
After a brief settling in period (including Sgt. Foster’s prior to the test exercise, during which time the platoon

arrival and Sgt. Little’s defection to the Mortars) the commanders were to ensure the single soldiers were

work began with training for our new role — Internal not bored. Lt. Perkins achieved this by organizing the

Security just for a change; although IS Hong Kong style arrest of his entire Platoon during a beach party and 11

would prove to be somewhat “different” to Northern Platoon managed to stop the longest escalator in the

Ireland. D Company was to be given some additional world at Ocean Park.

interest in the form of a Saracen APC Company, with The Battalion test exercise in early April saw D

which we would become the Battalion mobile reserve. Company spending the majority of its time guarding

Shock action! This new role meant that vehicle Yuen Long sewage plant. Visitors to this “fragrant”
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provided the beer: which was one of the most popular
attractions on the island. The social highlight was the
barbecue. one of the best the Company has had (thanks
 LCpl. Lucas) the like of which LCpl. Tindill had
never seen! (He had by this stage spent a month on the
island instructing for all the companies and seen some
barbecues).

In June Sgt. Hanson joined us. and the Company
moved o Stonecutters Island for a one week camp
based in what used to be a “glasshouse™. There the
Company could cover some basic military skills. and

'\\s'_n

complete a combat fitness test (this earning the location
the nickname “Devils Island™) - a walk in the park for
some but rather more testing for others. The week
included a visit o the Awreraft Carrier USS Enterprise
- the largest warship in the world with 90 wireraft and
5600 crew. and a Company smoker. The smoker
included the usual “get the Officers and senior ranks
mto the swimming pool routine”™ and some memorable
skits. The skits included the military equipment of the
world skit dedicated o the 21C, the Company on parade
skit (for the CSM) and the infamous “OC on trial™ (and
soak hum again) skit
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The Company has also captured thirteen illegal
immigrants to date and been first 1o use the air assets
available in the hunt for escapees (sadly this proved to
be less than succestul). The CSM provides the incentive
for catching Hlegal Immigrants by awarding the lucky
captors a dayglo smiley badge. This helps to maintain
Keen interest by the troops at the sharp end

With excitement such as this. the weeks on the border
will just fly by: and before the Company knows it the
next border tour will be over and the Company will be
olT to Hawan and its overseas exercise in lune 1989,



CORPS OF DRUMS

The Drums Platoon has been very busy since arriving
in Hong kong under the command of Drum Major Philip
Harrill. All Drummers had to work extremely hard and
for many hours into the night to gain the musical
standard required.

The Platoon is now 30 strong, and is able to Beat
Retreat and carry out other engagements on its own
without the assistance of the Regimental Band. The
Commanding Officer’s Bugle Competition was won
this year § orporal Shane Rowell and the
Adjutant’s by Corporal Jim CaII
A mention mmer Jason Le
very well i At least ha f
have been 1o mher 'h are T
waiting their tu
a two week tour. A (€
in support of the St. Ge

"

'

\in-

»
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Major and two Buglers made a special trip to play at
the British Embassy.

We say farewell to Corporal Mick Adcock and his
wife Jeneane who will be missed but we say hello once
again to Corporal George Smith and his family.

The Platoon are now working hard on their GPMG
(SF) drills in preparation for the Brigade Concentration.

- l

The Corps of Drums.



The Regimental Band

The arrival of the Colours aboard HMS Swift provided
the Band with its first opportunity to perform in Hong
Kong. This was the start of what has turned out to be
a very busy tour.

It was not long before the news of our arrival had
spread around the ternitory and engagements ooded
in. New publicity photographs were required and as
usual some members of the Band were quicker to
respond to the photocall than others.

The ne brought new responsibilities within
the Band v -inl; i '
of the Bav
Gary O'Ne
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popularity [off
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Back in Hong Kong the demand for the Band was
still increasing. Various messes all over the ternitory
were booking the Band in all us capacities as were
some of the more exclusive hotels. The Band can also
be found regularly entertaining the public at the
Landmark shopping plaza in Central, occasionally
joining forces with the Roval Hong Kong Police Bi ind.
Other appearances have included Sha Tin Racecourse.,
The American Club and Aberdeen Boat Club as well
as a multitude of PR engagements at various localities
throughout Hong Kong.

On the non musical side the By self on the
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ults even
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The Band at the Landmark Shopping Centre in Hong Kong



throughout Hong Kong, in addition to ten days Border
Patrol, releasing Rifle Company personnel for a much
deserved R & R period.

Since the last publication of the Journal we have said
farewell to Bdsm Burney and now extend a warm
welcome to Bdsm Tim Arnold who has joined us from
The Normandy Band of the Royal Green Jackets, Bdsm
Phil Finch from the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment and
Bdsm Butler from the Army Junior School of Music,
Bovington.

Mr Hatton, Bandmaster & WO2 Wareing BSm pose for
photo with traditional Japanese Lady.

i

Band outside Temple in Kobe.

__ o 'r.-'; '-
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Re in@eﬁlal Band Tour
g . Japan
arch- April 1988

Wapan TOME1988 Avas very much a first time event
members of the Band and four side drummers
ffom the €orps of Drums. Our first task was actually
out0f Hong Kong which proved easjer said than

= we-found the famous Hong Kong |Yes™ being
thereply.to 21l our questions at the Cathay Pacific desk
inKai Tak. Fortunately a timely armival ofj one of their
representatives previously tasked to handle our move
ensured a swift and efficient processing of our cargo
and personal luggage.

The next hurdle was placed firmly into the lap of
OC Band Tour, Major Edmonds, who had the onerous
task of paying the tax and excess baggage bill. The
look ol reliet showed clearly on his face when the bill
only left him HK$28 short“of the™figurc hc had
anticipated.

All drama over, we at last found ourselves, seatbelts
fastened and headphones in place roaring down the
runway Osaka bound. It should be mentioned here that
the Cathay Pacific flight was very comfortable and the
Band Sergeant Major can certainly vouch for the very
high standard of the cocktail menu.

On arrival in Japan we were met by our sponsors,
Delta. and after finally checking through Customs and
convincing the local Police that the Warrant Officers’
swords were part of ceremonial dress we embarked




upon the first of many coach journeys in the country.

Throughout the tour our base was the Toyo Hotel in
Osaka which was very comfortable accommodation
indeed. Possibly an indication of the cost of living in
Japan is that it is cheaper to buy new clothes in Stanley
Market than to use this particular Hotel's laundry
service.

Once settled in we were able to get to know our
musical colleagues on the tour. six pipers from the
Royal Highland Fusiliers who had flown in from
Edinburgh. The Fusiliers have always had a great
tradition 0§ ping and Sgt. Kerr and his men
more than (T} oo
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Pizza which was definitely his downtall with the act of
swallowing very nearly finishing him ol altogether.
Only a clever manocuvre with a napkin and a tmely
exit enabled him to maintain some sort of decorum.

Possibly one of the more interesting events ot the
tour was a visit to the Sumo Wrestling School of Osaka.
There we were allowed to watch the wrestlers undergo
a strenuous training session. These dedicated men put
on a great show for us and even allowed photographs
to be taken for those brave enough to pose alongside
them. That same evening we attended the Osaka
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competition and saw the champions of Japan in combat.
For all of us this display of ceremony and the traditional
pageantry of the Sumo was the most clear expression
of Japan’s culture on view and it’s hoped that oo much
Western influence will not cause the popularity of Sumo
wrestling to diminish.

Our most rewarding musical meeting was with the
Band of the Okayama Police which took place at the
SETO Expo site. We took part in the combined concert
which was televised and was certainly enjoved by the
Bandmaster of the Police, Mr Yasuda. as he was making
his farewell performance beforg - Although
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Sporting or Recreational active :
“"UBIQUE™ should be our motto,

The Platoon in Northern Ireland was about 22 in
number and had a fleet of about 102 vehicles to
maintain, and depending on the type of task. o drive.
The fleet was mixed comprising normal military type
vehicles and a cvilian fleet as well. During the
Aldergrove tour our main task was to give support 1o
operations as and when they oceurred and o support
the Battalion in barracks. with one of the main tasks
being tamilies support. The Northern Ireland tour saw
a lot of changes in personnel. WO2 John Dobie went



from MTO to RQMS being replaced by CSgt. Dennis
Watts, Sgt. “No problem™ Twiggy Heal to the Signal
Platoon with Cpl Muttly Shaw taking over the MT Sgt.
task without rank. In March 1987 Lt. Bill Sherman
replaced CSgt Watts as MTO and the good CSgt took
over the MTWO slot. During our Northern Ireland tour
we were well supported by our REME LAD
commanded by Sgt Uppington who left at the end of
the tour on a well earned promotion. The Inspection
prior to our departure went well and a lot of effort was
given by all ranks to reach a very high standard.

Our mo Hone Kong went smoothly and February
1988 saw orking i ipmer
into a rea i \

easy life i non dispelled
work load € A el L o
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- A i

hard to g¢ (]

Our mmre y
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Officers’ Mess

Hong I(ung
this peninsul
white building
top you almost
China Sea
Messes in

The mo : C
well organ . trange and out going
PMC Major Steven ‘Bowkett, almost nothing was
damaged. It was therefore a joy for the new mess PMC
Major Brian Franklin to set the mess up. We now own
excellent copies of most of our oil paintings which look
good in the new mess and do not seem to be affected
by the high humidity. With the addition of a few old
tribal rugs, some large indoor plants, recently renovated
rattan chairs and covers from the Quartermaster Capt
John Venus, the mess was soon looking very stylish.

In March we held our initial cocktail party to invite
representatives from civilian, police and military units
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as MTWO. Another who has returned to the fold so to
speak is Sgt. John Sims who takes over as MT Sgt. A
welcome is extended to Ptes. Smith 29, Hoskins,
Oxspring, Gibbings, Rook, Fever (is he married or
not), Epplestone, Senior, Traill, Murphy, Snowball and
Middleton and also of course to our newly inherited
REME LAD Section who, supported by the Platoon
won the REME HK 6-a-side Football Competition.
Luckily all is not just hard work and the Platoon plays
a full part in all Battalion events with members
representing the Battalion at football, Cpl. Mackie,
LCpl. Gray {REME) ;md Pt Rugby, Cpl.
Parsons (R mming and LCpl.
Rook with
a fiercely
On the social
d B-B-Qs which
huge success.
rst Border Tour,
gur three overseas
other| in Hawaii.

entioned, you
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. Working

' erestarted ag ded a very
good way lo invite pcop e to would not
perhaps be invited to a more formal occasion. Many a
glass of fine port has been shared on Friday afternoon
at these functions. The wives also decided that the idea
was sound and ladies luncheons have become an
established event. The Commander British Forces in
Hong Kong, Major General Johnson was welcomed to
the mess for luncheon in April as too was his wife to
the Ladies luncheon at a later occasion. In July we
entertained the Deputy Commander British Forces
Brigadier Arnold at a Regimental Dinner Night. That
evening we also dined out Major Barry Paddison. We
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and Warran@OEREERSSEAENSE o cants splash party at the
swimming PO thE evening

The othieers” mess has a darge number ol young
otficers Liv (EIREERIRE moment. There are often twenty
or so officers in the mess at one time despite having
several away on courses. This leads to a very healthy
mess life and with the social and entertainment delights
of Hong Kong night hife just down the road. the mess
is making quite a name for itselt

We congratulate Second Licutenant David O Hara
and Julie on their marriage in Apnl and also Second
Licutenant Chris Harland and his wife Tracey who
married in July. We have welcomed numerous newly
arrived subalterns. and also Licutenant Algy Turner
and Helen, Algy having just been commissioned
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W started oll Mess hiie i Hong Kong with ookl
party in March, which was a ROEESSUEEES: .~ people
came from miles around. out of curiosity to see 1f there
was life after the Guards and all were pleasantly
surprised. Since then the Mess has hosted several units
and made some usetul contacts, some we hope to share
when the Old Comrades visit the Battalion in the New
Year
The Battalion 15 now entering a hectic time with

border tours, overseas exercises and the preparations
for Christmas, with the Christmas Draw taking place
immediately after a border tour followed by Ferozeshah
a few days later
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The Mess has now started it's new season sporting
programme and is well represented in all Battalion
sports. We have even managed to muster a Cricket
Team and remain undefeated, having played one and
won one by 20 runs and seven pints, so we should
manage to give the Officers” Mess a good run for their
money in the future.

Since our arrival in Hong Kong, we have had to say
farewell to some popular Mess members, who have
now joined the ranks of past members, Bob Merritt,

Associatio

At the end of
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and due to the
On arrival in
our predeces
Competition.

talent since o
3 Battalion
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Bn 15t XI - Hong Kong Knockowt Cup Champions 1988.
Rear Row L-R

Lt Sherman, LCpl Thomas, CSgt Truman, Cpl Bennet,
Pte Maynard, Lt Col SWJ Saunders, Pte Boyle, Pte
Hearn and Pte Dyer.

Front Row L-R

Pte Rook, Pte Vincent, Pte Smith 58, Sgt Inglis (Capt),
LCpl Ball, Pte Porter, LCpl Murtagh and Cpl Dunford.

Dennis Watts, Joe LeStrange, and we wish them well
in the future. We also congratulate the following on
their promotions, WO2 Christian, WO2 Gill, WO2
Gardiner, WO2 Watts, Sgt. Owens, Sgt. Murrell, Sgt.
Pocock and Sgt. Cook.

Now that the Battalion has received confirmation of
our next posting we shall endeavour to continue making
the most of Hong Kong and hopefully members on
external postings will take the opportunity of coming
over and visiting us.
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: O-a-5ic In a space
of three months this was quite 2 nt against
acclimatized and established teams. The WOs™ & Sgts’
Mess and Cpls’ Mess also played in a Sunday League,
so all in all there is a lot of football being played with
pitch time being in great demand. A mention should
be made about officials, and within the Battalion we
have been fortunate to have the services of Sgt. Hiscock
who has done a lot to improve and coach the younger
and newer referees to the game. A word of thanks is
also extended to Cpl. Hauxwell and LCpl. Turner who
along with Sgt. Hiscock have borne the burden of a lot
of our social and training matches mainly at weekends.
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Colours and prizes were awarded for this season as
follows:
Colours - Cpl. Bennet 63
Porter and Vincent ACC.
Most Promising Player |st X1 - Pte. Hillier 2nd and
ird XI's Pte. Wood.
Top Scorer — 1st XI Pre.
LCpl. Lloyd.
Outstanding Player
XI's Ple. Ledgister,
The settling in period is now over and units are in
aware of ougateengths and wwlr.m,.m.s S0 o duubl lhc.
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o two pla
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well and thid
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. Ptes. Hearn. Smith 58,

Maynard 2nd & 3rd XI's

Ist XI Sgt. Inglis 2nd & 3rd

Battalion 1s
CSgt. Truma
LCpls. Thoni
Rook. Hearn
Hillier.
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We have just started the 1988/89 season so 1 am
going (o take the liberty of giving you a rugby update.
Agam a good start, we are at present second in the
league having lost one out of three games and things
are looking good for the season. Congratulations are
agam in order. Lt. John Boxall and Pte. Gary Cross
were selected for the Hong Kong International Team
Tour of Japan and Capt Peter Dennis and Ple. Mark
Morgans-Hurley were selected for the squad for the
forthcoming  Asian  International  Rugby  Football
Tournament.
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Finally we must wish WO2 Dennis Moloney good
luck in his new job as team coach, as he has finally
“retired” (again).

Stanley Tuen NG (Dragon Boat) Festival

This major festival commemorates the death of a
Chinese poet-scholar many years ago, who drowned
himself in protest at a corrupt government who would
not heed his advice. Such was his popularity that locul
hbhcrmm mcd o save hlm by g g their fishing
was born. |
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teve Doyle
SUAVE Us an
invaluable afternoon’s couachi 2 Eadstorth
(our camp estate warden) with a few seasons experience
was discovered and coaxed into the squad. Training
now got under way in earnest, with the crews learning
the basics of paddling in unison. paddling to maximum
effect and  racing starts.  Mceanwhile  helms  and
drummers were tried and tested and selected. Finally
the whole act was put together over the course (some
460 metres)., and raced as many tmes an atternoon as
strength and endurance would allow. The Dragonylver
practices were made particularly difficult because no
two crews were ever the same due o company




commitments, a major problem that the Dragonettes this year, but the Battalion certainly gained much “face™

(who by this stage were well regarded locally) did not in the local community for a very creditable
have to face. performance for first timers. The races over, the teams
After much careful consideration the crews were went their separate ways to celebrate their efforts, carry
chosen (leaving some of the squad understandably out post mortems on their races, and look forward to
disappointed) and the great day eagerly awaited. certain victory next year in what surely is one of the
June 18th saw an early start from the Dragonvlyers most exciting events that anyone could take part in.

now resplendent in their Team T-shirts (for which many
thanks go to Cpl Hawkins for the art work). The festival
is a very big event all over Hong Kong, and Stanley
is no exception and by 8 am spectators had already
started to beach. Team tents for the forty
expatriate 1 i :
ladies’ tea
and an in
started  to
transformed i
bearded Drag
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from behind N *h 15 one

of the hazard
and knocke
race in the |

Next to sonvlyer ]
Capt. Toz /drummer and Cpl. Leivers with
the demanding job of helmsman. After an easy second
place in the first round the team was knocked out in
the next when they were placed third in a maritime
“photo finish™.

The Dragonettes. skippered by Mrs Saunders and
with honorary lady Maj. Edmonds at the helm, proved
their confidence was well founded with a clear win in
the first heat, they fought through into the place finals
but lost out there.

The official part of the race day closed shortly before
sunset with the prize giving. No cups for the Battalion
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MISCELLANY

The British Services Everest Expedition 1988
A Personal Account by Lt. S.D. Gray

The British Services Everest Expedition was a 36 man
climbing team selected from the Armed Forces. It was
supported by 6 Sherpas and 4 Sherpa cooks. In addition
accompanying the team were a 4 man Granada
Televisio iming to make 6 half hour
document adcasting worldwide :
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glacier. T s osuller

biting — 2] ch seemed to penetrate all layers
of clothing. Each of us worked in 4 man groups carrying
for 6 days before returning to ABC for 2 days rest. |
was a Support Climber and therefore moved up behind
the lead climbers who were laying and fixing rope along
the route. Climbing up from C2 to C3 was exhilarating
but hard work. For the first time I wore double extreme
high altitude boots with crampons attached to the bottom
to give grip. Each also wore a harness with the necessary
climbing hardware attached. The route followed the
French Spur a knife edge ridge with steep drops either
side at an angle of 55 degrees. To assist my climbing

vl i1 wash was
ase Camp.
I was ill a number of time! 1 throat and
chest infections caused by breathing cold dry air.
Returning to the mountain I chimbed to C4. Up unul
then most climbers had used oxygen to sleep with and
o carry for all heights above it. Two of us had
acclimatised well and felt able o carry a normal load
oxygen free. On Friday 13th May we left our snow
hole after a sleepless night caused mainly by nerves to
emerge into a clear -30 degrees C sky. 6 Sherpas moved
with us up on to the top of the West Ridge. At this
altitude they seemed to find the greater weight that they
carried no problem. I wus constantly impressed by their




dedication, loyalty and cheerfulness when my own mind
and body was anything but cheerful. Looking like
snowmen in our Gortex covered down suits we
struggled upwards. Camp 5 (25,1007) was to be my
personal record which having achieved oxygen free |
was delighted with. Here tents were pitched, one of
which blew away with all its contents. Above me the
last 4000" of the world ended at 29,128°. The view
down into Nepal looking across the South West face
to the south col, and into the western Cwm at Lotshe
and Nuptse and countless other peaks, many now below
me, was bgg iag. Looking into Tibet the Brown

Hills and ¢ IO U d ple Lo
Base Ca glow. Boyhood "sigries o™
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attempts on the S 1 :
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C. In extreme
becoming ris
summil.
mountain,
avalanche - wards 1o t
arrested b Suspecting a broken ankle he had
to crawl down the mountain to Camp 2 from where we
were carrying him.

The intense disappointment and depression at not
having put a serviceman on the top after four and half
months of physical and mental effort was felt by all.
however, as the well known names in the British team
arriving to attempt the unclimbed North East Ridge
said, “On a mountain that claims 1 in 10 lives from
expeditions, you were successful in that all of you
returned alive!”
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Operation Raleigh Expedition to Southern Chile
By Capt C.S. Biddulph

Operation Raleigh is a scheme, conceived by Colonel
John Blashford-Snell which aims to give a variety of
young people the chance to undertake challenging
expeditions in remote parts of the world. The
participants, known as Venturers, are drawn from all
walks of life and several different countries. All
expeditions aim to incorporate elements of adventure,
scientific work and community projects.
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ng. hy inflatable
We woke
of water. A
Acua arted a ng. through
poded delta in an atte ve the high
water mark. Numerous deep and icy rivers and channels
had to be waded, or swum, before a vaguely suitable
campsite was found. Eight hours in heavy rain and icy
water had given rise to two cases of mild hypothermia
— a situation not helped by the majority of sleeping
bags being soaked!

Despite being trapped by impassable rivers on three
sides and the sea on the fourth spirits rose as we slowly
dried out and warmed up. By means of a radio call to
another group we enlisted the help of a small boat which
successfully carried us upstream to a more suitable start
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shop and 5 best customers to date. The
villagers  proved extremely  friendly and  generous
despite our apparent attempts to destroy what remained
of their community centre,

The saving grace was our ability to keep most of the
children (who were on summer holiday) amused with
our crude attempts at carpentry, painting and glazing,

Betore the paint had a chance to peel and the scarcity
of glass in the windows was noticed we were again on
the move — heading towards the Pacific and journey’s
end. The first week proved to be somewhat of an
endurance test as we hacked through rain forest and

bamboo loaded down with nearly 3 weeks rations. We
also encountered the most serious rivers of the trips
(swollen from recent rain and melting glaciers) which
required frequent crossing in order o avold areas of
thick tangled forest.

Feeling extremely hungry and bearing the scars of a
plague of leeches. which boldly attempted to out-do
the Blood Transtusion Unit. we finally reached the Rio
Sorpresa Sur.

The few people we met. in this valley. raise and herd
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My Attachment To The Kiwis
By Lt. A.T. Smallbone

“How would vou like an attachment to the New Zealand
Army in Singapore?”, the Battalion 21C mused over
the morning coflee — would 17! Four weeks later,
nursing a farewell hangover courtesy ol our own
subalterns, I arrived at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysi. A



short bus ride later and I was in Dieppe Barracks, home One week after this excercise and I was back in the J,

of the Ist Battalion The Royal New Zealand Infantry this time adventure training on Exercise Bamboo Sailor.
Regiment, in time for dinner. We were dropped off in the Malaysian jungle and taken
“G’'day mate” — was he having me on? — “See you up river in one of the long thin river boats so
on the lawn in 10 minutes for dinner”. Sandhurst characteristic of that part of the world. After this came
training obviously had its effect even on me and [ a 20 kilometre tab to our bamboo, which proved to be
slipped into collar and tie. On the lawn the Kiwis in a lot harder than it sounds. Any thoughts of an easy
vests, shorts and very little else seemed used to this life after this were quickly quashed. Cutting bamboo
strange British habit. Boz, a big lively fellow piped is an extremely arduous, dirty and dangerous task. Once
up, “Don’t worry Rupert I turned up in a Gurkha mess it has split bamboo shears into razor sharp lengths and
like this when I was on attachment!” The nickname three of our party needed extensive stitchs. Eventually
Rupert stuckfram there on unfortunately. after 2 days of cutting we had collested.eaough bamboo
happe ard o Pt e o b o e () ils [ e required. an [ura][wine
~ having be hem since, I think thatfor myy  /iem the bark of trees we se nstruction.
} \re 2 dly sho an adv] he locals,
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leeches. A J2 -
rest and I n onto my bergan. Glancing 3
down at my chest I was confronted by a slug sized
leech digesting a meal of finest O positive. Ripping it 2 i
off and showing my disgust | threw it violently against A disintegrating raft on the Tembeling River.
a tree before stamping on it, much to the amusement
of the rest of the team. After this it was back to in-camp training with the

Further incidents with the great variety of creatures poor Kiwi “Baggies” being subjected to a few
found in the J convinced me of my aversion to reptiles. Smallbone jokes during the lectures | had to give. Much
Bumping face to face with a huge green snake hanging of this period was spent preparing for a dive on the
from a tree is not my idea of fun. However with time wreck of HMS Repulse on Anzac day. I was not there
and experience | found that it was possible to live in for the dive but attended the training including a week’s
and feel comfortable in this totally alien environment. scuba diving on Tioman Island off the East Coast of

45



Malaysia. This beautiful island. where incidentally they
filmed “South Pacific”. has some huge coral reefs and
the diving is quite spectacular. Besides the fish and the
coral there are sea snakes, turtles and of course
American tourists in very brief bikinis.

At the end of April after seven great weeks 1 had to
return to Hong Kong. There was a short party in the
Mess to celebrate followed by a group of us hitting the
town. Hence my flight back was less than enjoyable.
Singapore 1s a very clean city but lacks some of the
vitality of Hong Kong. The Kiwis however can have
fun anywl ' ‘m.un n contact \'ulh the tru.nd\
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board — there were a also a policeman. a QGO from
the Signals. a PTI and numerous others. obviously a
very popular deployment.

AL 1600 hrs on the dot we sailed out of Tamar and
into the busy channel. Standing on the bridge was quite
i sight with the nagivation officer running to and fro
de !\pi.l.ltl.l) trying to miss the numerous sampans and
cross harbour ferries. Hall an hour luter we were well
out of the way and on course for San Fernando where
we would come alongside on Wednesday morning. Sea
sickness pills were handed out - surely I wouldn't need

on lhe cnd ol thy
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those. How wrong could I have been! for the next
twelve hours | felt decidedly il and wished that | had
never been asked to go on the trip. | finally got my sea
legs and the next day was spent finding out how the
various departments onboard went about their work

Cottage, Dobroczynski and 1 all decided that we had

joined the wrong service!

We woke carly on the Wednesday morning to start
preparing for the entry to San Fernando. As we got
closer. land Nlll.l'-'\"..'tl up on the radar and eventually we
had sight of 1. It was hardly the most .Jl!ragmc of
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Smock Woodland Camouflage Maternity
By Captain P.J. MULLINGS

Jomr Readiness Tramming Cenitre
Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas

How I came 1o be posted to the United States of Amernica
in the first place is a boring story helped considerably
by inside information at PB2 and a wite who has o
sense of humour. 1 will mention only briefly Nick
Smith’s throw away line. “You won’t get it, you're



one of at least a hundred”, and then when I did “get
it”", the look on the CLF's face as the CO tried to explain
where ARKANSAS was. Similar confusion and much
mirth echoed round the triad of Tomlinson, Muir and
Wardle as they recalled their *A’ Level geography
telling them that it is pronounced ARKANSAW and it
is not a townland of Enniskillen.

Anyway, as all of Ardmore Drive, Crumlin and
Antrim knew, the Mullings family were Stateside bound
and three quarters of the household landed at
Washington Dulles airport on June 15th and spent a
luxurious wegk e Crystal City of Marriot Hotel.
We  duly purselves around D the
Smithsonia
Arlington C
were treate
followed by
$16,000 with whig
to live. furnishit
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engine which
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persuade y¢
slap bang i : alled {
and if its re want, you'll surely find it here
in hillbilly country. Whether 1t be a snake ritual or a
pure and simple uncomplicated 7th Day Adventist all
you need do is consult yellow pages. In fact if you
want to go the whole hog and start your own
congregation, you can buy a plot of land, erect the
church complete with flashing neon crucifix which will
outline your relationship with the universe.
Americans speak English based on the Websters
Dictionary and they have an infuriating habit of
changing nouns into verbs. Trash was once trash but
now we have “to trash”. Snack was once snack, but

[ dtnedral, eorgelown.s
X of o chequel fof vk Al
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acdonalds, Shon s you get larger round
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now we have “to snack™. They curse in rather a strange
way also, usually making reference to the fact that you
are the son of something, or that you do strange things
with the anatomy of another male. ($10 prize for the
first letter telling me what I mean). After profanities
such as these, imagine our surprise to find reluctance
to mention anything to do with the loo. Never ask for
a lavatory or toilet, far too crude, bathroom or restroom
are the only descriptions available. The stable boy when
describing the fact that Keri’s horse had left enough
manure for the Wardrobe's roses for six months,
exclaimed “He's been to the bathroom™
Television is wonderful and
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and this
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e, Emmy
. r Hank 2 : arks are
beginning to disappear, simply ¢ at the base
child care facility from 0600 hrs on and go off and
control C130s lumbering around the circuit or reassume
your loadmaster duties in the back of one.

Life in the Army is beyond my descriptive capability,
but suffice to say “they ain’t like us”. One thing that
stands out is the fact that Officers like to show they
are in charge. unlike in our Army, where the Senior
NCOs and Warrant Officers tend to assume God like
postures. Micro management is prevalent and if you
are used to making monumentous decisions like what
time to arrive at work and what time to go home, then

ne >4 (PM) and ¢



the sudden wrenching of this honour from your grasp desk is not conducive o good Anglo US relations.

can pose serious questions as to whether vou had made I don’t expect for one minute anyone 1s remotely
the right decision to come here. Another factor which interested in why I am really here. Not to reform the
adds fuel to the fire of doubt 1s the Amernican pre- US army that’s for sure. Direct Fire Weapons Effect
occupation with the body beautitul. | have seldom seen Simulation is the answer or in the dreadtul British habit
so many posers and muscle benders in my life. | of pronouncing abbreviations, "DEFWES™. We are
remember well from those haleyon days of Boys Service rapidly entering an era of high tech training aids and
when a real ponce of PTI Cpl. would flex his right the US Army has been using the Mulu Integrated Laser
bicep and scream “Onto the wallbars-go™. “go™ being Effects System (MILES). for 10 yvears and we have at
clipped for maximum effect. last caught on that it may be what we are looking for

PT here takes on a similar authoritarian cloak at 0630 in terms of Advanced Collective 1 r.uIlII'IL We .1In,.uj\,
hours daily JThe LS '\rm} IS quile utubls. W dothis  have wo - way simulation. cips he form of
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We have 1shed from the
Bowl but t oach. Then.
habit of “dip brakes and
word m 1 lowed, and
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OVETCOm

cchnique 1s quite simple. all you

coarse tol he  group consisting of mbers and
do is take a goodly wad of this st and wedge 1t tamihies was met by the Travel Agent’s guide. Miss
between your teeth and gum either at the front or side. Chan -~ (call me Ida) who brieted us. pointing out places
There are warnings on the tins which read “This product ol mterest en route 1o the sumptuous Excelsior Hotel
may make your teeth rot and your gums fall out™. The one of the Island’s best we were mformed
relative state of decay of your mouth and oums s overlooking Causeway Bay and the “Noon Day Gun™
theretore directly proportional to the place you stick it of Noel Coward’s tamous “Mad Dogs and Englishmen™
One important part of the operation 1s what to do with ditty . Tt as sull fired cach day on the stroke of twelve
the thick brown liquid which if swallowed will give noon.

vou aninstant tonstlectomy. The answer is quite simple: At 3pm we were collected by Miss Chan for a “coach
carry around a used Coke can or a paper cup for hawking tour of Kowloon — on foot”™. and promptly set off at a
into. Leaving the cup on the British Project Officer’s cracking Light Infantry pace. Through the milling
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A group of Members ¢ ; p

throng we went, trying hard 1@
Chan and each other. We .
savour the delights of the 1
Railway) which connects the Is]
mainland peninsular. On to Nathaw * ]
the best places to purchase Suits ‘ )
jewelry, this ‘Chinese equwalem *"
whirled us through the side strets b
at the Star Ferry Terminal to make the
return journey to Hong Kong and a ehanc
our breath and bid Adieu to'the pretty little Miss C .
The fare on the Star Ferry is 60 cents < approx 4p and
is by far the best mode of travel twixt Hong Kong and
Kowloon. :

6pm foundus in the Dickens Bar of the hotel where
we were welcomed by Lt Col Saunders and Li Simon
Howe who waswbeour'g'uidc and mentor for the stay.

Over drinks the programme for our visit was
explained and discussed, emphasis being placed on the
voluntary element of the programme, after which we
were free to “orientate” ourselves.

“Pumpkin Time” was 8pm next evening when the
Regimental coach arrived at the hotel to convey us to
Stanley Fort where the Battalion is stationed and to the
WOs and Sgts Mess in particular where we were
entertained by RSM Godwin and the members of both
the Officers and Sgts Messes over drinks and an
excellent Chinese buffet meal which gave our taste buds
a promise of the culinary delights in store.
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Ea
imon to a

hotel we were conducted by
ﬁli; stop in Hennessy Rpad where
cal afmosphere we packed aboard
F“@entral” on the destination board.
_ﬁf rs board at the rear of the train,
ugh the other Sardines to reach
» comncide with the destination,
aprox 7p) into the depository under
'y af the driver. We will not dwell on
gl those who failed to fight their way through
nd“Were conveyed wheneell Our destination was the
Furama Hotel where we were to have lunch in the
revolving restaurant on the thirty-fifth floor| affording
breath-taking views of the harbour and Kowlpon across
the bay. The meal was superb and in | su.ch wonderful
e.urruundmg,a like good wine, was savoured without
undue haste and it was with'reluctance that we took
leave of the impeccably attired 'Chinese Staff. Next by
funicular to Victoria Peak, 1305 fabove™sea level and
the highest point on the island and bathed in the
unaccustomed (for us) warm sunshine of the afternoon.
Li Yeun Street, Chiu Lung Street, Wing On Street
are but a sample of the maze of narrow streets lying
off Queens Road and known collectively as “the Lanes™,
each packed tight with shops and stalls leaving but a
narrow track along which the throng shuffles from one
end to the other. Each is an Alladins Cave of goods
offered for sale at ridiculously low prices and reduced
even further by good natured bargaining — which is




expected and accepted by the vendor. The ladies in the
group were in their element — but in truth not much
wis purchased on this occasion but we were all grateful
to Alexis Davis, the wife of the Ajutant for guiding us
on this “Recce™.

Without doubt the highlight of the visit was the nexi
day when, after travelling to Stanley, we boarded the
power boat “Anthoula™, thoughtfully vitalled with an
assortment of liguid refreshment, to offset the parching
effects of the salt spray presumably! We cast off al
10am with the good wishes of Lt Col Saunders who
SAW US {1 Viikhthekic dcri'ul tour of the l-s.lund seen in i
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Commonwed
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Alterws
Alladins (
into their
which wq pany them to the UK. From the
market we were conveyed to the Battalion Square where
members of Sp Coy under Major Patrick Davidson-
Houston brought us up to date on their latest technology .
Thereafter we were entertained to an excellent display
by the Corps of Drums under their Drum Major, D/IM
Howells. T have no hesitation in saying that this was
the slickest exhibition of drumstick virtuousity | have
witnessed and all are to be congratulated on their
proficiency.

From the square to the Officers Mess for drinks before
joining the Warrant Officers, Sergeants and Officers in

i et g N g

the Corporals Mess for a Bar-B-Q buffet and the
opportunity to talk 1o members over more San-Miguel
the local snake bite!!

The tour of the New Territories the following day
was a nostalgic return to a long remembered area which
was now hardlv recognisable, 40 vears on. The sign
posts brought back memories of fishing villages, now
modern towns bursting at the seams. Dills Corner and
Lok Ma Chou were visited, the latter affording view
of the Peoples Republic of China across the Sham Chun
River which marked the border. Of great interest was
uewmg the ity ol Shenzhen ‘0 away and
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Fittingly the final Sunday B gether for a
Service in the Garrison Church at Stanley affording a
peacetul interlude to our busy itinerary which we
appreciated. But not for long ... just in case we had
any loose change we were taken literally to the races.
The new racecourse at Sha Tin proved a magnificent
setting with a purpose-built railway to convey the
punters to and fro. We were ushered into a box - a
sumptuous room with restaurant service where the floor
ceiling windows on the top floor of the Grandstand
commanded a view of the whole concourse. It was a
highly unusual experience for us to be served food and



refreshments in such salubrious surroundings whilst
studying the equine form. Several of the group came
away richer than when they arrived, but mostly we
made our donations to the “Society for the Protection
of Destitute Chinese Bookmakers™. It was announced
that the attendance figures for the day was equal to that
when Her Majesty The Queen opened the course —
65,000, and to us all appeared amicable and fun loving
with not a sign of untoward behaviour as they dispersed
towards the railway station — impressive — not even the
losers were upset!

On the
Ida, our orig

e g pmmed hour of the ﬁl‘ld]. ddy

at Kai Tak Al

It was the
Battalion, to
kindnesses ani
our stay. The

Life is never
routine for a

Division by
Manpower Fore
numbers of tra

successfully
humming wit
Although §

Hits to our Division,
it is the job @ art adju

have to be :
it meins ¢
regiments. DERR has been the recipient
of cross posted soldiers. The numbers of young men
wanting to join the Battalion has improved (although
not all are from Berkshire or Wiltshire) to the extent
that a small number have been cross posted to |
GLOSTERS.

Anticipated changes to the Depot training Cycle will
make themselves felt over the next few months: the
introduction of SA80 to 1 WESSEX in January heralds
the gradual conversion of our TA recruit training from
SLR, and a 2 week extension to Common Military
Syllabus training for adult recruits will increase their

51

exceeded our expectations, yet contrived to hit exactly
the right balance in occupying our interest to the limit
whilst allowing sufficient free time to follow our
personal pursuits. We are most grateful to the
Commanding Officer and all concerned for making the
visit the success it was.

To summarise — Hong Kong is well worth seeing. It
is vibrant, affluent and never sleeps — shopping hours
are normally 10am to 9.30pm and when the shops close
the thoroughfares are taken over by market stalls,
restaurants and night life for those so inclined, abound
.md Enghbh is w:dely underat ad spoken. The

he territory
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successful adventure training ex¢ :
Exercise MALLORY'S FOOTSTEPS took 3 staff
(including Lt. Tomlinson) and 3 recruits on a high
altitude long distance trek. including the Everest Base
Camp.

The Depot has been busy in competition (Western
District winners Skill at Arms 1988), on the sports field
(placed second minor unit in the Army Cross Country
Championships 1988), and for charity (WO2 North and
Cpls. Plomer, Rowley and Smith raised £1000 in a
sponsored marathon race at RAF Cosford). All in all
a fast paced year, and one with a wide spread of variety.



THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS

DERR gleaned from this Report and our many hundreds of

President: Brigadier W.G.R. Turner CBE compo fanatics will be sharpening their pencils for the
Chairman: Colonel D.W. Fladgate MBE latest test of Regimental knowledge

Secretary: Colonel A M. Hinings OBE We start the second 30 years of the Regiment’s new

R BERKS OCA life  with over 3500 lite members:  guaranteed

. . - ; ‘omradeship and mutual support until 2019 and beyond.
Presidents Colonel L. Metasif GBE comradeship and mu pport unt ind beyonc

(halrmdn Colonel D.F. Salt
y: Colonel D.F. Salt

The Duke
Associatio
At the Annbi:

Colonel of
CBE. His
Wardrobe,
progress an
warmly rec
recovery o
opening ad
The Reunio
confirmatior
wishes offil

After the @
held in the
capacity. S
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enough for
to know the

On the S
and families

Joined wit .
Unfortun: revious heavy rain the fine Band
of the Devon and Dorset Regiment were unprepared
for a break in the bad weather and a march back to
RHQ. In all other respects the day was a great success
with all visitors and guests under cover for lunch in the

The Roval Berkshire Regiment
Old Comrades Association

garden. (Princess Charlotte of Wales's)

Next year, need we remind you., is the 30th Anniversary

of the amalgamation and certainly a year for celebration. Deaths

The key dates are 1/2 July 1989 and for full details and With great sadness we have 1o record the deaths ol
a booking application do NOT fail to secure your copy Brigadier D.W.B T. Hogg on May 17th and of Major
of the DERR Association Annual Report. Full news of W.G.La T. Cockroft on October 17th

current and planned Branch activities can also be Obituaries appear elsewhere in this journal



Appointments was posted to the 8th of which he assumed command on
Lieut Col. W. Pearce-Serocold DSO TD has been elected 21 April 1918 at the age of 24. He continued in command

President of the Newbury Branch. Colonel Serocold served until April 1919, apart from spells recovering from several
in the 4th Battalion and commanded the Derbyshire wounds and a period spent in command of the Brigade.
Yeomanry (Reconaissance) in N.W. Europe in 1944-45. By this time he had acquired a double DSO and a double
Captain G.P. Savill has been elected President of the M. After the war, besides captaining Harlequins in W.W.
Reading branch. Wikefield’s day, he took Holy Orders, eventually
becoming Bishop of Ely. Truly ‘the Church of militant

Re-union and triumphant! The OCA sent flowers to Mrs Hudson on

Our 80th birthday was considered a great sucess thanks her 100th birthday.
again to the efforts of the Reading Branch. Certainly the

turn-out excee ildest expectations, the marching Membership
column ap h_from_one_end of the The influx of new members durin been most

L] L
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Lieut. Col. E.H
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the 2nd Bn
representatives 8ranch of the OCA. Cao
Holmes whoy ary historian, gave a short

talk on the 2
- - 90 Rt ateil aln

The Hudso AW {4 ’ '-..“ ‘. HI
Mrs Dorothy Hudson died on August 20th aged 101. Her ' - RY Ly IR Y
husband, Captain Thomas Hudson was killed at Loos in 3 e

1915 while Adjutant of the 5th Bn. He was one of three _'.‘
brothers, sons of the Rector of Great Shefford, all of whom '
were commissioned into The Royal Berkshire Regiment
and all of whom played rugby for Harlequins. Arthur
Hudson was killed as a Captain in the 6th Bn at Glencorse Rsiinion 1085 Tha Marel Pt
wood in the opening stages of the 3rd battle of Ypres
(Paschendaele). At the time he was attempting to subdue
a German anti-tank gun.
The third brother, Noel. after service with the 6th Bn,
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The Wiltshire Regiment
(Duke of Edinburgh’s)
Old Comrades Association

General
It is encouraging to report that the number of members
of the OCA has tended, surprisingly. to increase, rather
than nevitably decrease, over recent vears. This is due
Lirgely to the efforts made by existing members to bring
in old mates who are out of touch. In 1988 our known
membership was 703,
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The A on 4 June was attended by 302
members and some wives. The occasion was considered
a great success despite minor administrative  lapses,
such as slow service.

together as one meeting.

- ol - ) .

There was an excellent turn out tor the Church Parade
and Service on 5 June. As usual. the weather was kind
o us, another thing we seem w take for granted on
these occasions. The Band of | Wessex Regiment again
played for the march. Although some members have
proposed the route should be shortened, 1t was decided
that there 15 no good reason to do so at present. The
Service was as good as ever. Canon Williams officiated

H.V\"

and the Rev P Tamblin. an ex-padre of the 4th Battalion.
preached.

After the Church Parade all ranks and families were
provided with an excellent buffet lunch in the Corn
exchange and the Bear Hotel. through the generosity
of the Tilleard-Cole Hospitality Fund., We continue to
be most grateful for the financial assistance afforded
by this Fund at so many social events.

We are again indebted to the Wiltshire ACF who
provided food and accommodation at Tilshead Camp
for members who had 1o be bussed o and from the
Dinner. The 1989 Reunion wikkeh e & 4 June at
Devizes

Lo A
)

nuitl Report.
| ercatly and
cration,
hive o resident
Frank Swift,
Burma. He
in - uniform.
East Surrey

pnel in Chiet.
by Brigadier
sonthe day.
It is thought Mr Lintern may Stosurviving
holder of the Military Medal. This was gazetted on his
birthday in 1919. He enhisted in 1914 and retired as a
Colour Sergeant in 1935,

These notes conclude on the sad note of Brigadier
Turner’s recent serious illness. After a severe operation
m the Queen Ehzabeth Military Hospital Woolwich
October. he is recovering steadily, with the steadtast
support of his wife Rosemary. The whole Regiment
and all Old Comrades join in sending them our sincere
and carnest good wishes Tor his carly. and most
important. return to duty

received from HM The (F

¥ T U




THE JUNIOR INFANTRY BATTALION SHORNCLIFFE

Life at the Junior Infantry Battalion has cracked on at
a ripping pace and it is hard to believe that yet another
year has passed, however, stopping to look back makes
you realise how much has changed. From the
Regiment’s point of view we have said goodbye to
quite a few; Lt. Simon Gray left in December to climb
Everest on the near successful Joint Services Team and
Sgt. Vincent, Cpls Hilsdon, Smith and Pavitt have all
now returncd to the 18t Battalion. We thank them for
their hard work leaving behind a healthy respect for
our Regiment and its good standards, which. ;
maintained By those who have replacee u

Capt. Wilson replaced Lt. Gray in Bur i
bul unlw tnr h mnnﬁls before being gw

umc for thc Jourlml notes at the enﬂ uf th
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been here a while longer, Cp

Foxhounds. thé pérmanent std :
Savage. Cpl. "ATO™ Alden ‘é‘
A
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Peninsula Company where he is fondly remembered by
ex-Junior Leaders for his all too realistic “bangs™ and
pyrotechnic displays at Battlecamp, Cpl. Fritzgerald
has helped put the word continuity into a training
establisments vocabulary in more ways than one: his
son is presently going through training with Peninsular
Company and will hopefully be with the 1st Battalion
by June 89. Cpl. Fitz, is also the principal coach for
the Junior Tug-of-War Team puttin@inhi§iuch valued
: perience. Cpl. Savage is HQ Gompnnytﬁk and has
work there. He is'presently trying to further
v wish him luek. :
a good percentage of| Duke of
iors passing through J[B in the past
preat_majority have moved either to the
k m/or (o Depot Lichficld for further training.
M orale at JIB is very high. Capt. Wilson
‘ ‘Battalion at the end of the year and
% % al rep. will be handed mcrtnMujnr
{ *mlx the Adjutant of the Ist
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ne -J’» e team who won the falling
’ IB in Aug 88.

¢ JIB Shooting Team that took




1st BATTALION THE WESSEX REGIMENT (RV)

1988 has seen | WESSEX take part in Exercise BOLD
GROUSE in Denmark. This was the culmination of an
intense two year programme designed to train and
maintain the Battalion at the standard required 1o take
its place alongside the other three (Regular) Battalions
of the UKMF. We are at present just starting our next
cycle to get us into shape for Exercise BOLD GUARD
which will take place in Schleswig Holstein in 1990,
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to Friday al demand.
WO?2 Colin Snee is still very capably carrying out
the duties of Recce Platoon PSI and is to be

congratulated on his recent promotion to Warrant rank.
He has been instrumental in raising the professional
standard of the platoon over the past two years. On
their annual firing in 1987 the platoon were the first

TA members to fire the new practices. and they obtained
a grade which compared them very favourably with
their Regular counterparts. At Annual Camp this year
they managed to achieve the distinction of being the
only recee platoon in the UKME 1o take their complete
compliment of Foxes to Denmark. WO2 Snee is
returning o | DERR n early 1989 and will be sadly
missed here.
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Sgt. Dick Wise HQ Coy
Cpl. (Donkev) Webb B Coy
Cpl. Dave Rose HQ Coy
Cpl. Mike Hillsdon HQ Coy
Cpl. Paul Driscoll B Coy
LCpl. Brian Johnson B Coy



2nd BATTALION THE WESSEX REGIMENT (V)

The training theme for 1988 was patrolling, with C (ROYAL BERKSHIRE) COMPANY
continued training in individual and specialist skills
related to our Home Defence role. During the first half
of the year the Battalion worked up through two major
exercises: the second using the whole of SPTA (East)
in a search and destroy operation. In addition the
Battalion Annual Skill at Arms meeting was held at
Longmoor, resulting in an impressive win by B

C Company are still enjoying life to the full and are
working hard at keeping their reputation as “Best in
the Battalion™. We have had a year of good solid training
and a very effective camp where we were left very
much to our own devices to instigate some very useful
company strength training. The first week was spent

Gompany on field training and on the second e took part
2 ' o 1SE A WS K S.
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Brock Barracks also recently welcomed another
Farmer's Boy in WO2 Dobie who having relinquished
the appointment of RQMS in Hong Kong has arrived
to lead the DERR Liaison Team, having taken over
from CSgt. Decarteret.

At the time of writing the s looking
forward to the Christmas break and another good
training year in 1989,

a7



ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE ACF

*Wearing the Badge with Pride’
The Roval County of Berkshire, Army Cadet Force
maintains 1iU's ties with the Regiment. Nearly halt of
our SO0 plus cadets. both male and female. wear the
cap badge — with pride!

Details are given here of just three. all prominent

senior cadets

Cadet RS
Adrian 1
SCTVICe 1T
Detachm whi
of his va VCUTS ds an organiser. instructor
and for his all round abilitv. He enjovs shooting and
1y @ good competition shot. He became County Cadet
RSM immediately following this summers annual camp
(Isle of Man) and officially received his badge of office
from our Honorary Colonel. Brig. Tom Snevd. at the
ceremony shown below . Since leaving school he has
worked as a trainee engineer. No current plants to join
the regular army but is a possible ACF adult instructor
of the future.

The photograph was taken in Oct 88 during a parade
at his unit location, 2 Pl Maidenhead. The unit is badged

DERR. It shows him receiving his badge ol office trom
the retiring County Cadet RSM., Keith Gwyther. 13 Pl
Burghfield {also badged DERR).

s 1 a student
A star pupil.,
on geting to
1 enthusiastic
’l Burghtield
nt rank. She
and attended
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‘ounty to be
adet for this
irl 10 perform

I. Reading in
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Cadet Sergeant C. Jopling
Chris, aged 18 vrs, belongs 1o 14 PI Newbury (hadged
DERR). A quiet. yet enthusiastic. dedicated and
competent cadet. A 4 Star Cadet since this vear's annual
camp. and a very good shot. Always interested in
shooting, he was a member ol the successtul Berks
ACF Team (and an individual prize winner) in the
highly  competiive  SEDIST  Cadet  Shooting
competition recently. He also successtully completed
the Cadet Parachute course in May 87 Despite an earlier
unsuccesstul attempt at Pre-RCB. Chris s sull very
interested in joining the regular army — possibly DERR.



WILTSHIRE ARMY CADET FORCE

We have had representation in all the District sport
competitions and although we won no trophies there
were some creditable peformances by individual
Cadets. The most notable being Girl LCpl. Maidment
from Wilton who won the national 1500m and was
second in the 800m. The August Cadet Journal printed
the following:

*“One admired in particular the sheer courage of Cadet
Maidment, tripped on the kerb within one
hundred m sy victory in the 800 metma
then procee ged, to take the 1508ymet

title. Wilts
to be very pro

f(pi’ Maidment winning the

The Trowbridge Detachme
and Bugle band which is dm
demand for local parades and ¢
were the winmers of the inter 'L
which is held throughout the yea
Challenge Shield for another year.

The Commandant presenting the DERR Shield to Cdt
CSM O'Conner B Company.

After 5 years as Commandant, Colonel B.R. Hobbs
hands over to Lieutenant Colonel J. Reid on | January
1989. Colonel Reid is another D and D joining the
CEO and Major Mellin. It would be nice to see more
ex members of the Regiment joining us as Adult
instructors and we would welcome an interest from
anyone leaving the Regiment and settling in Wiltshire.
For our part 40 ex Cadets joined the Regular Army last

_h‘urcd V‘Aﬂvql

year and there are a significant number currently serving
with the 1st Battalion in Hong Kong.

Finally we have said goodbye to our Senior Padre,
Rev Ed Bennett. He has been a great friend and

confidant of the Cdd{.i‘- and will be s.ldlw missed.

p of Cadets.
we welcomed Brigadier
‘our new Honorary Colonel.
during his visit to Anpual Camp
Leek in Staffordshire.
ays the highlight of the year and
Dcspltt the wet weather it was
'. fended and with good training
h :‘.1, an opportunity ta shpot, climb,
a ﬂ arry out individual and group
et ‘i' of radio @nd applying their
- CQB training organised by
m the Schoel ¢f Infantry
dthc dayoutto Alton Towers.
eéStar Cadre was held and 29 Cadets
ed a 48 hour expedition in the Peak
: d for their third star. Apart from
‘-T""’ Colonel, visitors included Brigadier
Secretary and Lieutenant Colonel
P. King who camg over from
M) during the Camp for the
Sudan Fl_ood Appe

Girl Cadets are ne
24 Detachments.
in all aspects of Cadet
first Lady Adult was com
Cadets in the Ten Tors tean
Team which went 1o Bisley. Team did
particularly well and Cadet is to be
congratulated on winning a place in the Cadet Hundred.
The results auger well for 1989 because some of the
younger Cadets competing this year will again be
available.

Other highlights during the year included a skiing
exercise in the Cairngorms for 20 Cadets, and a two
day Parachuting Course at Netheravon which was
attended by 8 Adults including 3 Lady Adults and 12
Cadets including 1 Girl Cadet. Three Cadets attended
the Marlborough College CCF Summer expedition in
the Lake District.

ablished in six of our
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS

BIRTHS

We congratulate the following:

Maj. & Mrs. Davidson-Houston a daughter. Camilla
on 8.1.838.

Maj. & Mrs. Bowkett a son, Willlam on 3.5 88,
Cpl. & Mrs. Harris a son, Luke on 25.2.88.

Cpl. pre a son, Michael on 27.5.88.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
LCpl. &
LCpl.
LCpl.
LCpl.
L.Cpl.
LCpl. &
LCpl.
LCpl.
on 21.

LCpl.
LCpl.
LCpl. &
L.Cpl.
Pte.
Pre.
Pte.
Pte:
Pre.
Pte. & Mrs
Ple. &
Pte.
Pte.
Pte. ' |
1 son. David on 2.5.88.

Pte. & Mrs. Somers a daughter. Anita on 5.1 8K,

MARRIAGES

We congratulate the following:

Lt. Gray to Louise Sarah Terry at the Parish Church
Bishop's Waltham on 19.11.88.

2L.t. Harland to Tracy Ann Doidge at White Church
on 23.7.88.

2Lt. O'Hara to Juliec Anne Maloney at Salisbury on
23.4.88.

il

Pte. Boyle to Miss Julic Shannon at the Parish Church
West Retford on 1.10.88.

Pte. Brown to Miss Karen Andrews at Bracknell
Registry Office on 27.2.88.

Pte. Cheetham to Miss Karen Louise Hewitt at Crewe
on 7.5.88.

LCpl. Coleman to Susan Jean Lewis at Wigan on
30.1.88.

it Bristol on

Bedworth on
I Reading on

n 30.1 88,
s at Grendon-

n Tamworth
Guinness  at
al London on

on 7.3, 88,
li 3001 .88.

dergrove on
inbrooke on
Ilingborough
Northampton

ssg at Torquay

Philips  at

arnstable on

23.7.88.
Pte. O'Connor to Anne Marie Elliot at Warminster on
16.1 88,

Pte. Ormandy to Teresa Jane Long at Balymena on
Y.6.88.

Pte. Palmer to Ellane Edith Maxwell Orr at Kingsclere
on 9.1.88.

Cpl. Parrett to Christine Caroline Marshal at City Hall,
Hong Kong on 25 8 88,

Cpl. Ponting to Jill Elizabeth Wilson at Crumlin on
7.1.88.



Pte. Sargent to Sharon Jane Webb at Southampton on 5330037 Mr W. Forward (Sgt) on 21.12.87

9.1.88. 5332204 Mr R. R. Slatter (Sgt) on 28.1.88
Pte. Smith to Jill Farington at Pontypride on 25.6.88. 5351785 Mr LLA. Lewis (Pte) on 9.3.88

Pte. Smith to Pamela Victoria Ewing at Lisburn 5329378 Mr H.F. Smith (Pte Dmr) on 18.6.86
16.1.88. Mr F.A.J. Howett on 15.4.88

Pte. Southall to Caroline Louise L]O}rd at Newport on 5335214 Mr Renn on 15.4.88

30.1.88.
. . 4077741 Mr W.V. Trusler on 19.3.88
Pte. Stockley to Jill B
s Siouey (0L desmiett b The MiWed Befomed.  gagmny w1005 nsilir {5/ pion 51568

Church, Market Lavington on 15.10.88.
5335135 Mr W. Grothers on 10.10.87

Cpl. Stonard to Louise Mary Hollingsbee at Canterbury i
on 30.1.88. 839665 Mr S.J. Draper (Sgt) on 12.12.87

Pte. White t ridge : 38 5330321 Mr A. H. Newland
Pte. Whitley Enniskillen on 16. |.88.

Pte. Worbel et Richmond at.
Cannings 23.

We regret to 4

DERR
Captain T.J. _ 2 | P

Lichfield. Enlisted DERF , .- Vhi ok 1988 fol 'ﬂlg a road
(See Obituary - - ] c 3

24493987 Pte

Trowbridge as
Served 1978-8

22805216 Sgt.
Scotland. Se
23143476 Cpl
Poulshot, Devizes

24399930 Pre. J. . ‘Mr C.L fitdh § Marghreflon 17.5.88.

hwold on
ed 68, Ist

.3.88 aged

Middle Wallop as
1976-80. on 11.8.88

The Royal Be
Brigadier D.W B
Brigadier J.A.
Brigadier Ba
Lt. Col. D.J.

.[7.88 aged

aged 73.

Major W.G. ac 87 aged
Major Harbo

Major R.P. Mr E. Ba 5,88 aged
Capt. J. Ridl . d Bn

Mr T.H. Burge (5562297) of Stoke on Trenton 17.8.88
aged 89. Ist, 2nd & 6th Bns, Cpl, lied about his age
to enlist at 16 in 1915.

Mr D.C. Brown (22467506) of Bristol on 18.9.88 aged

Capt. S.C. Eves on 2.3.88
5332393 Mr Ross on 14.12.87
5377433 Mr E.A.l. Jones on 8.12.87

5338047 Mr G. Kane (Cpl) on 8.10.87 77. ist.Bn.

5334773 Mr A.J.F. Stone (Pte) on 20.11.87 Mr H.A. CthPE" (556&02]) on 23.9 88, Sgt
5335823 Mr Smith (Cpl) on 2.3.87 Mr S. Cobb of Bath in Oct 88 aged 68. Sth Bn Coy
5329084 Mr J.C. Dimsdale (WO2) on 30.12.87 Storeman.

5335942 Mr A.J. Bennett on 21.1.88 Mr K.H.G. Dunn (5574204) of Trowbridge on 27.2.88
5334460 Mr J.H.C. Aolen (Sgt) on 19.2.88 aged 75. Sgt 4th Bn.
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Mr W_.E.J Evans (5563791) on 29 4.88. SSgt.
Mr J. Edwards (2653129) on 19.1.87.
Mr W_J. Earney (3573664) of Warminster on 2.9.87
aged 67. 4th Bn.
Mr S.J. Futcher (5569890) of Abbotts Ann in Feb 88
aged 68, 4th Bn.
Mr F.J. Frost (5568058) of Taunton on 12.4.88 aged 73,
Mr Forsyth of Telford on 7.5.88. 4th Bn
Mr J. Gunson (5571654) of Dunstable in April 88. 4th
Bn Sigs Pl Bn Boxer.

clksham on 14288 aged 86.
Mr G. C W
4th Bn.
Mr H. HE
Stretchert
MrW.J. H
5L
Mr H.J.
aged 70.
Mr R.P. 8
MrS. John
Mr J.DJ
19.12.8704
Mrl. L
MrR.E.B
66. 4th Bn

BR

A Servids
D.W.B. S
Berkshire
wis held
Yattendon

Chiel
(Berkshi
W.G.R
Service
by the R lin. The Lesson was read by Rear
Admiral Robin Hogg (~on)

Among those present were: Mrs Hogg (Widow ) Rear
Admiral and Mrs Robin Hogg (son and daughter
law )., Mroand Mrs Nigel Hogg. Vice Admiral Sir Lan
and  Ladv  Hogg (brothers and  sisters in law).
representatives of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
Reciment. The Roval Berkshire Regiment. The Roval
British Legion, Bradhield College and the Dragon
School.

I'he tollowing address was given by Major General
DT, Crabiree CB

h2

Mr R.E. Mucklin of Warminster on 15.6.88.

Mr H.C.S. May (5608458) on 22.9.88. WO2.

Mr E.G. Perkins (5573020) of Birmingham on 17.6.88
aged 71. 5th Bn Sigs Pl

Mr S.H. Pike (5565864) on 4.7.88 aged 82, Ind Bn.
Mr R. Powell of Bradford on Avon on I8 4 88 aged
65. 5th Bn Sigs PL.

Mr F.W. Reeves (3567083) of Chippenham  on
16.11.88 aged 80. WO2 Ist. 2nd, 5th & 7th Bns.

Mr M.B. Suter (3573308) ol (|l||ll‘l"|'lllll in July K§.
S -lth Bn Awardut er( ith Palm.
1on 17.9.88

IS8 dth Bn
bt tl:.‘t.'d 83
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Persia and the Indian trontier were appearing. There
were giants in those davs, Dempsey, Furlong, Leshe.
Avehine. Hanbury Sparrow were all junior captains o
subalterns and became Dudley s life long friends as did
the National Service subalterns and young regulars ol
Later vears. so that his personal time span can be sind
to cover most of the century

Dudley was tluent in French and German and was a
master of spoken and written English. It was theretore



not surprising that he gravitated towards Intelligence
work. In 1932 he was lent to the French Army, as
Instructor in English at the Military College at Saint
Cyr. When, after three years there, he left the College,
the Commandant wanted Dudley to receive a
decoration. But this was not countenanced by
Whitehall. So, with typical Gallic wit, he was presented
with a kepi. epaulettes and gloves such as French cadets
wore on their passing out parades. These unique
distinctions are now in the regimental Museum at
Salisbury.
After Sain
served with
entering the
his course en
mobilization ap
French headq
witnessed the collaps
country which

rqlumed 1o his Battalion and

kl Ll n-:""h
m »” S,
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was writing lette
Intelligence
operations. He
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His last active ¢

Nancy retired
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States of Amel
Officer of the
the CBE.

Dudley re
Chairman of] Berkshire Regimental OCA
Trustees and later a life vice president. He embarked
on a new career in teaching, first at the Dragon School.,
Oxford, and later at Bradfield College. He became
President of his local Branch of the Royal British
Legion. In 1957 he was appointed Colonel of The Royal
Berkshire Regiment in succession to General Sir Miles
Dempsey but, before his tour expired and after receiving
the freedom of many Boroughs in Berkshire on behalf
of the Regiment, he was involved in the amalgamation
which was to produce The Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal
Regiment (Berkshire and Wiltshire) of which he became
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Associate Colonel. His last military appointment was
as Honorary Colonel of the 4/6th Battalion which he
held until the reorganisation of the Territorial Army
removed this, the last unit of his Regiment, from the
Army List,

Dudley Hogg, a good and regular performer at most
games, was also a gentle, modest man of great charm
and kindliness with an almost self deprecatory. mildly
humorous manner of speech. A scholar by inclination,
he never raised his voice or spoke brusquely. He thought
it self evident that logical opinions, courteously
expressed, would carry convighi he was

: . He had
am, with
r many
wives. He
il knight”.
eré clpuded by

& bore it with
#8s. |He once
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tion than
if not to
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L. Brigadier
ears to the
bnly did he
as also
ool and
helped with the management of > carried
out this mission with such tact, e friendly
devotion that the Commandant — one General Frére -
sought for his nomination as Chevalier de la Légion
d"Honneur. This was refused by the War Office who
said that this award could only be given to a British
officer after 4 years spent in France and they posted
him before he had completed this period. The
Commandant therefore presented Hogg (then a captain)
officially with the school’s shako, the Casoar (plume)
and white gloves. The recipient later donated these to
the Regimental Museum.




MAJOR W.G.La T. COCKCRAFT
1912-1988

Cocky. as he was always known in the Regiment. was
commissioned from the RMC. Sandhurst, in September
1932 and posted to the 2nd Battalion then at Shornelifte
but soon to embark on the protracted foreign tour of
those days. After service in Palestine. Egypt and India.
Cocky was seconded to the King's African Ritles,
serving with the 4th Battalion with which he took part
in the Abyssinia and  Somaliland  campaigns.  He
returned ] v in 1942 o become second in
COTTIEr 3
In the s
after a
pusted Kk
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of 7 Armi
Holland 1
Selection
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his old sol
were all v

With
engagin
otticer «
tree. | noble character based on integrity
and sincerity with a pronounced love of life and of his
fellow men. His refusal to dissemble or to compromise
with his profound Christian and soldierly principles
sometimes rebounded to his personal disadvantage. He
bore disappointment with good humoured fortitude.
without trace of jealousy or resentment and whatever
betell him he turned to his eternal credit. His last painful
illness was a triumphant test of the magnificence of his
spirit.

tenee. natural aptitude and

J.L.R.M.
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CAPTAIN T.J. FREELOVE
1938-1988

Terry Freelove passed away at the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, Woolwich on 29th September 1988, Many
of his friends and colleagues met 1o pay their last
respects, on Friday 7th October 1988, at St Georges
Church, Whittington Barracks. Lichhield. It was a
solemn occasion, but all those present realised that
Terry would not have wished us to be sad, for here
was a man larger than lite. compassionate. humorous,
a gentle grant indeed. This one wanted
AT G oty g by when spinits
¢ ol humour
that nothing

ent at a ver
or the top. It
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Commissioned in 1980, Terry became the Families
officer of the Ist  Battalion. His  compassion,
understanding and love of family life helped many
young tamuly over the hurdles of military married hie.
Of course the older familes were also appreciative that
such an outstanding. experienced soldier had their
interests at heart.

At the Depot. Whittington Barracks, in 1986, he
assumed the appointment of OC HOQ company ., and it



was here that his illness was first diagnosed. An illness
borne with great dignity and courage. With the help of
Josie his wife and his three wonderful daughters he
fought with the determination that had always been his
forte. His humour and sense of fun never deserted him.
He quietly informed the Dental Hygienist on her arrival
at the Depot, that it was customary for female members
at the Depot to curtsey to the Commanding Officer.
On performing this feat for the first and only time, the
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One of our concerns is that we are losing good job
vacancies because men and women who are eligible
are not aware of what may be on offer. We would like
to remind those members of Corps/Regimental
Associations who are looking for work, as well as those
who are still serving, that the Corps of Commissionaires
would be delighted to help in any way possible to find
employment, whether in uniform or in plain clothes.
The important thing is for those who are interested
to get in touch with the nearest Corps office so that his
or her details and requirements can be recorded.

NOTICES

CO was in no doubt who had initiated the prank.

I would close this testimony to a great friend and
servant of the Regiment by stating that in all the years
that it has been my privilege to have known Terry,
Never did I hear him utter a bad word about his friends
and comrades, but then neither have | heard anyone
say anything detrimental about Terry Freelove.

P.M.

d'o of
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been successi OHoOWINE address:

of the Army: since 1hcn every cap badge must have
had officers and soldiers serving in the Airborne Forces.
Of course, there were a good number of regiments
providing battalions for the Airborne Forces, and a
good number also of battalions who converted to
parachuting and changed title to become part of the
Parachute Regiment: members of these battalions are
mainly in good contact with us, as also are members
of the other arm, corps or service units or detachments.
The aim of the Golden Jubilee of Airborne Forces
is that all those who served should celebrate this



anniversary, that a permanent memorial should be set
up, and that funds should be raised to cover these as
well as boosting the Airborne Charities.

You will know that the Airborne Museums at
Aldershot and Normandy are for Airborne Forces as a
whole. But you may not know that The Airborne Forces
Security Fund is able to assist any Airborne or ex
Airborne soldier or his dependents. even though other
benevolent funds may also be involved.

Our main concern in The Security Fund is that the
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for mong ; mnulh.: nl the bu.uul;. iuml h.h
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*Anzio Beachhead. Diary of a Signaller™

An Artillery signaller’s .mlnhlnLr.lplm.ll story of the
ltalian campaign from Reggio di Calabria to Lake
Garda. with emphasis on Anzio. 148 pages with
illustrations by T. Roe.

Foreword by Sir Harry Secombe CBE

Published by Higham Press. Price £5.50 el P & P.

Obtainable from: T. Roe. 96 Station Rouad. Pilsley.
Chestertield S45 SBH
(Telephone Ripley 872435)
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ITEMS FOR SALE

The following items may be purchased from the Museum Shop. Remittance should be enclosed with the order
which should be sent to the Curator, The Wardrobe, 58 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire. Please note that prices
include Postage and Packing in the UK only.

ITEM Cost No Reqd Total Cost
Brochures .50
Cap Badges (DERR, R BERKS & WILTS) 1.80
Cuff Links 4.30

Ball pens
Pencils
Plastic Soldiers (&9
Bobbie the Dog
Postcards (set of
Prints (Battles o

Ice Buckets
Bookmarks

Stick Pin (Tie)
Cassette Tapes:
Mugs
Plates
Thimbles

Gents Handkercl
Ladies Handkerchi:
Cloth Badges
Windows Sti

Horse brasses

martingdald
Blazer Badges :
Blazer Buttons (DERR & WILTS Regt) Large 4.90 ea
Small 4.30 ea
Golfing Umbrellas (in Regt Colours) 9.00

(This price does not include postage & packing,
please enquire when ordering)

TOTAL COST

Cheques/POs should be crossed and made payable to *“DERR MUSEUM TRUST”
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WE, THE
LIMBLESS,
LOOKTO YOU
FOR HELP

We come from two World Wars, Korea
Kemya, Malaya, Aden, Cyprus, Ulster
The Falklands and all those areas of
turmoil where peace must be restored
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-
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We are pleased to be Regimental Tailors By Appointment to

the Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment

~ . G.D.Golding

220 Hatfield Road St. Albans Hertfordshire AL1 4L.W

Telephone: St. Albans (0727) 41321
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