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Baitle Homowrs:—

“Louisburg'*, 5. Lucia 1778, “Egmont-op-fec”’, “Copenhagen’', “Duoro™, “Talavera™, “Albabera™, “‘Quecnsiown™,
“Yifora'™, *Pyrenees’, “Nivelle™, “Nive™, “Orihes’’, *Peninsula’’, **New Fealand', “Ferozeshah'', ““Sobraon’’, *“Alma®™,
“Inkerman'’, **Sevastopol”, *Pekin 18607, “*Kandahar 1880, ** Afghanistan 1879-80"", “*Egypt 1882"". “Tofrek™, *'Suskin 1385",
“Sogth Africs 1879, 189919027,

The Great War— 28 Battalions—**Maond™, ““Le Catean", “*Retreat from Mons™, **Marne 1914°°, “*Aisne 1914, 1918, "La Bassee
1914", *Messimes 1914, 1917, 1918, ““Armentieres 1914, " Ypres 1914, 19177, “*Langemarck 1914, 19177, "Gheluvell”, **Nonne
Bosschen™, *'Newve Chapelle’, * Aubers’, “Festuberi 19157, ' Loos™, **Somme 1916, 1918, “Albers 1916, 1918, = Bazentin™,
' Delville Wooad'*, "' Pozitres”, **Flers-Courcelens'*, **Morval™, **Thiepval™, **Le Transloy™, ““Ancre Heights"', **Ancre 1916, 1918,
“Arras 1917, 1918, “*Scarpe 1917, 1918, “*Arleux’’, **Pilkemn'’, ““Menin Road", **Polygon Wood", “Broodseinde””, “Poclcappelle’’,
“Puaschendaele'™, *Cambral 1917, 1918, “'5t. Quentin'', * Bupaume 1918, “Rositres”, “Avre™, “Villers Bretonmeus™, “'Lys"",
“Hazebrouck™, **Bailleul”, “Kemmel*, ' Béthunc', "Scherpenberg'”, “Amicns’”, **Hindenbueg Line™, *Hawrincourt™, "'Epehy'’,
““Canal du Mord', “St. Quentin Canal'’, **Beaurevoir™, “Selle™, ""Valenciennes”, "“Sambre’’, *'France and Flanders 1914-1918"",
“Plave'’, “Yivtorko Veneto™, “lialy 1917=1918", “Dorian 1917, 1918", “Macedonla 1915=1918", ""Suvla™, *"Sana Bair™, “Crallipoli
1915=1916", **Gaza®™, **Nebi Samwil™, ** Jerusalem'’, *‘Megiddo®”, “*Sharon', **Pabkstine 19171918, “Tigris 1916", " Kut al Amara
1917, “Baghdad™, “Mesopotamia [906— 1915,

The Second World War—*"Diyle”", *Defence of Arras™, 51 Omer-La Bassée™', *Ypres-Comines Canal'’, **Dunkirk 15940,
“Normandy Landing”, “*Odon™, “Caen'", “Hill 112, " Bourguebus Ridge’', “*Maltot™, “Mont Placon™, ““La Variniere™, " Seine
1944, “Nederrijn™, “'Roer’’, “Rhireland™, *Cleve”, “Goch™. “*Xanten™, “Rhine’’, “Bremen”, “Nonh-West Europe 1940,
1944~ 1945, ““Solarino™”, **Simeto Bridgehead™ . * Pursuit to Messina®, “Sleily 1943, **Monte Camine™, '*Calabritte™, * Garglianoe
Crossing™, “Minturno™, *Damiane™, “Anzio’, **Carroceto™, “Rome™, ““Advance 1o Tiber™, “Italy 1943-1945", “"Middle Eas
1947, “Donbaik'’, “*North Arakas™, “Poinr $51%°, ““Mayu Tuenpels', *'Ngakyedauk Pass™, “Kohlma'", “'Mao Songsang"',
“Shwebs', “Kyaukmyaung Bridgehead'”, “Mandalay'*, *“Fort Duiferin®, ' Rangoon Road", *Toungoo™, ' Burma 1942-1945"",

The Baitle Honours shown in heavy type above are borne on The Colours.
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THE OFFICERS MESS 1st BATTALION

on the occasion of the Presentation of New Colours - 8th June 1984
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EDITORIAL

A casual glance at the st Battalion's Diary of Events
for 1984 shows that it must have been one of the
busiest years since the Regiment’s formation in 1959,
This is borne out by the articles in this edition of the
Journal which include the Presentation of New
Colours by the Colonel in Chief on 8 June, the
deployment to Canada nine days after the parade for
a six week training exercise, the KAPE tour of
Berkshire and Wiltshire in September and London
Public Duties in October. To these activities we
should add B Cov's deployment to Belize in January,
participation in the BAOR Exercise LIONHEART,
a tour of duty at Greenham Common, and the move
to Cyprus in December for a six month tour of duty
with the UN Force. Who said that peace time
soldiering was dull and uninteresting?

Needless to say the 1st Battalion carried out all
these activities with great aplomb and did much to
enhance their already high reputation for efficiency
and esprit de corps. These gualities were clearly
demonstrated at the Presentation of New Colours
parade which took place almost twenty-five vears to
the day since the formation of the Regiment and
proved a most moving and proud occasion for all
those privileged to attend. The Battalion put on a
magnificent parade which will long be remembered.
It was the first time that the Regiment had carnied out
Public Duties in London and the occasion, which
included the State Visit of President and Madame

Mitterand, proved a fitting climax to Lieutenant
Colonel Bill Mackereth’s tour as Commanding
Officer of the 1st Battalion. He handed over to
Licutenant Colonel Alan Kenway on 26 November.

Unfortunately 1984 had its sad moments and it 1s
with great sorrow that we report the deaths during the
vear of Brigadier George Wort, Licutenant Colonel
Charles Speers. Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence Wood
and Major The Duke of Somerset. All of them made
a great contribution to the Regiment's affairs, both as
serving and retired officers and will be sorely missed.

1985 marks the centenary of one of the Regiment’s
most famous battle honours, the Battle of Tofrek,
which took place on 22 March 1885 in the Sudan. It
was the magnificent courage and bravery of the 49th
Regiment at the battle which earned the Regiment its
Roval title. A full account of the battle appears in this
edition of the Journal and the occasion will be marked
by an Exhibition of Tofrek Memorabilia at the
Reading Museum for four weeks from 22 March and a
special reunion to be held at Brock Barracks,
Reading on 21 July.

Onee again our thanks to all those who have sent in
contributions for this edition. The time spent on
researching and preparing articles is fully appreciated
and we are most grateful that we have been able to
put together an interesting and historical account of
the Regiment's activitics in 1984,
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REGIMENTAL GAZETTE

OFFICERS’ LOCATIONS AS AT 1 JANUARY 1985

Colonel of the Regiment
Major General D.T. Crabtree CB

Brigadier
W.G.R. Tumer CBE nde e ......oooiaviinsmiinasssmsasansenss [rivisional Brigadier HO POW Div

Colonel

[3. A, Jones pse pscia) .. R o e e e SR MODOR)

M.R. Vernon- ]-"qmd]rh{"pll 111 cenvarmrmssminssssnnnenesneneees COMAL JATE (pending retirement May 1985)
1.0, Redding psc ........ cernrimsssssesssnssesennnnnns COMdt RHEINDAHLEN Garrison

G, Coxon MBE lh:!t:‘[uﬂpru DACOS HO BAOR

Lieutenant Colonel

L.C. Tremellen ndc psc .. T G S Adtached HO School of Infantry
V.H. Ridley MBE OOM - oo st MIODDMOAY]

W._A. Mackereth p!u. ph [ A « :11] MO (DMUA)D

ALl Rose psc ... e R R e Housing Commandant HO SE Diistrict
A.C. Kenway F"""- e R LM e e s e SR Feia Commanding Officer 151 Battalion

Major

F B NN s R S R e Schiool of Electromic Engineering

1P, Wardsq .. SO O 4 F.X LT ¢ 111111

[3.C. Murray pu:' e S T L Ll S50 Hounslow and Feltham Station

T.M.A. Daly rw:ph = W= JUES S HO) Morthag (BAE)

N.K. Wesisq .. T s TSN E0r2 WESSEX

C.J. Parslow =g .. e T et 15t Battalion

M. Cornwell | b e e e g TR eh T | R HAMPS

5.W.. ":mm:l-.ﬁH*:c H-Apru_ e S It Battalion

P LT oy s il N Rl P i P S I'TTW Sennclager Trammng Centre

R.K. Titley BA . T e s TR A Int Centre ASHFORD

AE.G. Westlake HHI' H.-".. L e e S e e MOD (DAMA)

A Briard aic . g L bt Ty KRR 1 DTU Warminster

R.B. Pul.ll.lmsn 151 Batalion

A PB. Lake psc iHF] e L A e AT 1=t Hatialion

B.R.F. Franklin B5¢ .. i s b e L ST T SO HO6 Adrmobile Bde {For 151 Battalion
October 1Y45)

P N R e e b e A e T e e 15t Battalion

R T T k] S LU ol s SR e et 03 HO 3 Bde (For 1 STAFFORDS March 1985)

Captain

P.E. O'R-B Davidson-Houston Hu.ﬂ-ng: SO3 HO NE Dystewet/HO 2ac Division

5.E. Bowkett BA .. ; Adjt Depot CRICKHOWELL ( For Staff July 1985)
5.0, Cook . Adjt Ist Battalion

S.A.Dumm SO3HO UKLF

T B R o e e R R Adjutant | WESSEX (RV)

P T G O i i i o i o e i R SR R RMA Sandhurst {Instructor WRAC College)
B I BT I oo i i i s i S R B S S e SOF OMAN

F:DGF: Douny BSe .....oainnia ; HaE 1=t Banalion

JM.C. Bylands ....... . T 15t Battalion

B B T e i e e e g R A Sy 1=t Battilion

|



Lisutenant

K. T. Haugh [ A Capt) Te—— Is1 atnalion
A, Thornell (A Capr) =1 Hatnalion
Ci P, Barlow (A Cap b 11 Batihion
P KingBA ... ; i it It Battahion
E. Aldlan BSe . 4 P, L S It Bancilion
J.MushBA L, 2R s ; % I=i [attilion

Znd Lieutenant

A0 Whine b v € KICRIIOMS L]

J. Tombinson ! . I Cadetshiup University of Ssewcistbe-upon- v

Ouartermasters

Magor (OM Y 1 EE Perers MBI CIN%] Schawil ol Infaondry Ssetheravon

Captinin (MW R, Sttfond O8I WESSE X IRY)

Caplinn (OM DL Leinbwe e O It Battaibiom o or Diepwon CRICKHOWETD Juls
kLt ]

Captannm (M PLTY. Sticey %1 AT ROEAM (hon |~ Bantalaonn Jely 1985

Caption (OM 5.1, YVienus ; E 0 Techy Bst Bontalew

Special Reqular Commission

Major

WA Hodmes x Possdinge detiroment Lonpary 585

1L Silvesier Dot CHRICKHOWE DL (For St Duly [985)
Captain

AF R Steevenson | A Magord st Bl

Lieutenant

11 Fdmoads .. - I=0 Baatizhiom

LD O Hare ... = Evegrt I HETEL I3

B D I=r Hattailion

£nd Ligutenant
F_IY. Chedham It Baittaliosn o Fosr Dyopwst T ICHEFEE LY O bciober [985)
5.0 Giray ; It Haittailien

Short Service Commission

Captain

) Freelowe oo It Dbcattualenson f Boon Dhopsood | 0CTREDR 1 1Y Duals [90s5
E.a Saillard 1=t Rt

Ligutenant

KD Phigges . VAL Centne

.5 Buddulph: bt Baittabiom

AL Hiolihs | [ES B A IR

2nd Liewtenant

P Dheames . I~ Battalion
ML Smiath i Is1 Baarezibion
A, Hleuahl =1 Hzinezilwm
S L ster RATA Sammdhaarsn S
P Mot arehy RALA Sonsclhngest S0
WL O Wilson . RATA Samullmese S0

Officers Serving with 1st Battalion from other Regiments/Corps

Capram LA Stanley BSC (Honsjaic RHAMPS
Coaprams koL F Beale BEM RAP I sty



R.C. Toyne ......

University Bursary Holders

el T IO i A A, 6 R A R WA

R S e R

M_A. Minashi .....

ittt :

P.R. Smallseood

Brunel University
Cardiff Limiversity
Kent University
Salford University
Essex Ulniversity
Oxford University
Oxford Polytechnic

B R A o s e e e i e e Barh University
Army Scholars
B LANBION weoinnssamnssmnmmrsenrnsnremsomsmseasesnnmsnsnesnsmsnnnns Bearwooud College
N A e S S S e e R Kings School Worcester
Warrant Officers and Sergeants
w.0.1
W.0. 1 Nother Bandmaster 151 Battalion C/5gt. Samson
W.0. 1 Hicks RSM st Battalion St Gardiner
W01 Bailey WCTT Cl5gt. Ficke
W01 Mullings RSM | WESSEX (RV) C/Sg1. Trench
WO | Sherman BATT Mauritius { For RSM st C/5et. Kerr
Batalion March 1985) C/Set. Lestrange
W0, 1 Luckwell 4 RRW C/Sgt. Curtin
E'.-'f:igl. Mﬁﬁﬁuj
Fset. Tadhunter
w.0.2 i :
W.0).2 Flay Depot LICHFIELD Ei;ﬁ: E..i'::ﬂnmrzin
W02 Minty Ist Banalion CiSer, Covle
W.0.2 Turner 15t Battalion C/Sgt. Hole
W02 Fielding School of Infantry
W.0.2 Long 15t Battalion SGT
W02 Morgan Ist Battalion Sat éc“"v
W02 Mehrlich 151 Batralion "'rgll Wi
W.0.2 Fedricks 1 WESSEX (RV) o Wk
W02 Godwin Ist Battalion SgC B e
W.0.2 Hoare BEM  Ist Battalion Ll
W.0.2 Hollister Ist Battalion o
W.0.2 Bryant Ist Battalion gl et
W.0).2 Beet 15t Battalion g
W.0.2 Par 15t Hattaliom e pa
W.02.2 Merritt 15t Battalion Band Sgt. Mellers
W.0.2 Carpenter 11 UDR Sgt. Povey
i St Mimmo
Sgt. Evans
Szt Burlow
Cf5gt. Coleman | WESSEX (RV) Sgt. Fennell
Crsgl. Lawrence Ist Hattalion St Watls
C/5gt, Keegan HO N, Irelamnd Sgt. Harrill
CfSgt. Fielding 15t Bantalion Sget. Chinty
C/Sgt. Brame HO M, Treeland Sut. Wilmaot
CiSgt. Cox 15t Bartalion St Traveller
C5er. Dobie It Battalion Szt Trappe
Cr5en. Choules Army Apprentices College e, Snee
Chepstow Sgt. Porter
/5. Hiscock JWESSEX (V) Sgr. Ward
Cigt. Walters QEM  1s1 Baitalion Sgr. Wareing
C/Sgt. Gardner | MERCTAN Sgt. Mavaard
C/Set. Baker |5t Battalion Set Melniyre
CiSet. Luker 1=t Hattalion Set. Wise
C/Sgt. Duran Ist Battalion Sgt. Batty
S Conpland I=t Batthon Sgt. Cox
CiSen. North Ist Baitalion Ser. Gall
C/5g1. Watis Depot LICHFTELLD Sgt. Brownge
Cl5gt. Scarle X 5AS Szt Chnstian

9

I WESSEX (RV)
st Batalion
I RRW

I TTW Sennelager Training Centre

v RO)

st Battalion
FWESSEX (V)
st Battalion

st Battalion
M A Sandhurst
2WESSEX (V)

School of Infantry Netheravon

2WESSEX (V)

Ist Battalion
| MERCTIAMN
st Battalion
Ist Batthon

st Batalion

Princess Marina College REME

Ist Battalion

1ILR

Depot CRICKHOWELL
st Battalion

RIT

1=t Batalion

Ist Battalion

Ist Hattalwon
IWESSEX (RV)

It Batalion

Depot LICHFIELD
Depot LICHFIELD
st Battalon

Ist Battalion

ACHO Swindon

1=t Battalion

st Battalion

st Batralion Band
|=t Baitalion

st Battalion

ACICY Salishury

st Battalion

b=t Battalon

1=t Battalion

ACTO Mewbury

=t Battahon



Se ikl 1sn Baanalin St Ny b=t Batkalon

Sor Henwons) st Haitaleon Sk Howdges Bl BEEFD
St Higes FHE N Dracliannl et ik, Isl Hatfaliisn
S Barbwer Bt Bl St Puerks =1 Hantialoom
Ser Tl st Bauttadinm S Herber [1 Baattialm
Sl Dhwecartenet JHREMW S Fuans It TRaettanle e
Sen Butle ACTCY Readimg
Sat Skanley (LI
Son Ciidlidy Ist Batbalwom LOMNG SERVICE LIST
Sl Machaslsin 1=t Hattaluoe WO 2 Tamer SV HIELEFELDY
e Fashe =t Fatalaion WO 2 Cirven SR AUINSTR R
et i [s1 Hattadion WOk 2 Porkins ACTEY Sailisbary
Sen Ele | Bupr Al WO 2 Wright MBE ACHO Bournemouth
St Hordessa It Pentaadum DEzined WOOR 2 Wit il SaE¥ Krciehd
St Carinl It vl Hand WO 2 W L PISCCHPT A BB IS
Ser | nele AOTOY Bah WO 24 hrter MG RO STIRESSALL
St Vincunt It PSattadiom Cpl Harmgs RAFC ot Beacmmstiehl
Honours and Awards
Congratulamons te the following who were honoured during 1954:

CBE Mentioned in Despatches

Brignbier W G K, Turmer MEI Facutemant Colonel WA Mackereth
MBE Meageor DA Stone
W 03 2 W .G Wi Lacutemant C.G. Dliges
k o G
LS and GC Medal PAL £N Ml egad

Cplo Al Melntvre

%k UL, Wonls P, G, Naonden

Promotions
W congratulate thefollowing on therr promstions duning 1954
Brigadier Captain
Colonel W.GLR. Turmer CBI | icutenanmt (A Capt) PO Tombinson
Lieutenant Colonel Lsenntemane (A Capt) BN Wandle
Major AU, Kenwain Pecutenant B DV E Dyvars 135
Major Locusternant 0 A€ api b L ALC, Rabamds

Piwutenant 4% Cupn b s 5 south 1BA

Captan B.R.1. Franklin Bse Pieutenant (A Capt) 12 A Millied

Cupinin S0 Walkee .
Captain AN, Conles Lisutanam
S'lwemenant 1 Nl B A
Swenterant BoE Fliges
Jlwutenant €% Bddulph

‘ETL' I*'l'l:_',‘r:“ |.||.th." 1 aeinlerigeent Cosbioomesl W A Yackererh onnt B st b Ao dat (o B §olonel i [Uss

Commissions
u'-'-' “-L'!L'“”'”-' ‘h‘.' (] "”lll'l'l-lll_L.," e TR0 s Fe e W eI T s~ b |{'\|| ey the e vaenend dlut 1an ]S
1 osentemant J, Marsh 134
Lentenant €. 5. Baddulph
2leitemant €A, Heald
2l iutenant M1 1 ssier
2 acwtenmam C 1 Mo artin
200 sentemamt WO O Wilvon

“.-l..' vaorneritulste |||1.' s h|||.1'|-'a mg Woirrant Mlecerrsam Elecer seleciion o RER TS R IR R gt ot 1l alates sl
WO 1AL Hobhs Fvmgary 19=5

Wil {s ks I:Iull:l.!: [EELERE T

WAL T PL Mullings  During |4983 86

W vongramilae WO 0T W PR 1 s o s T i s don n D St T i Bogment and thank him ns
warmly for his services o the Begiment



Retirements

The followang officers retired Trons the Army during 1954, We thank them most warmily for ther services to the Regiment and

wish them the best of good fortune for the future:

Licutenant Colonel 1WA, Fleming OBE PARA (formerly served with R BERKS and DERR)

Major C.GP. Aylin
Major R.1D.0. Foster
Licutenant C.Ci, Higgs

Transfers

We wielcome back to the Regiment Licutenant Colonel %, H, Ridley MBE OGM who was transferred from WEFR to DERR on

9 June 1984,

Captain 5.C. 0. Baynham BA has transferred 1o the the Intelligence Corps

We thank him most warmly for his services (o the Begiment and wish him the best of good fortung in his future career with s

new Corps.

Appointments

We congratulare WO 1 Shermon on his selection as RSM 1t Battalion in March 1985,

University Awards

The follwing have been selected for a University Bursary Awarnd:

MW A Minashs
1.1, Gilehirist
PR, Smallwonsd
P.R. Flavell

Eseter Universaty
Orcford University
Orxford Polytechnic
Bath Universaty

Regimental Calendar 1985

8 and 15 March Begimental Committee and
Trustees Mectings

22 March The Batile of Tofrek Cenicnary
Exhibition opens ol REAINNG
Muscum

1-2 June The Wiltshire Regiment CCA

Reunion st DEVIZES
Regimental Gaoll Meeting,
Tichwort b Coll Clul
It Battalimm reterns o
CANTERBURY from UM tour
m CYPRUS
Chifcers Cockuml Party
al the Wardrobe

=7 June

mid Jume

21 June

12 July
200 July
21 July
0 August

7 Seprember
18 and 25 October

December

Officers Dinner at Wadham
College., OXFORD

The Roval Berkshire Regiment
OCA Revnwon st READING

Special Tofrek Rewnion at
Brock Barricks, READMNG

Ist Battalion Officers Regimental
Hall CANTERBLURY

WO and Sets Dinner at WILTON

Regimental Committee and
Trustees Meetings

Ist Battalion depart
CANTERBURY for
MOTRELAND



REGIMENTAL NOTES

Colonel in Chiel
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh presented New
Colours to the Ist Battalon . Howe Barracks.
Cunterbury on Friday 8 June 1984 He was met on
arrival at Howe Barracks by the Lord Licutenant for
Kent Bobim Legh-Pemberton Bsog and the Colonel of
the Regiment

His Roval Highmess was represented by the
Colonel of the Regiment an the Memonal Service for
Brigadier (. Wort CBE DL which was held in St
James Chuech Deviees on [ October (U8

The Colonel of the Regiment s Diary 1984

Magor General TVT, Crabtree has carried out the
following duties on behalf of the Regiment during the
period December 1983 o Diecember 1984

Accompanied Licutenant General Sir Geoffres
Howlen KRE MO, GO SE [hsiricr, the Inspecting
Officer at the 1983 Ferozeshah parade

Took the salute at the dress rehearsal for the
Presentation of New Colours.

Avtended o number of g and socil functens
the Frecdom Towns,

Hosted  two  luncheons ot RO for Ciae
Dhgnntanes, Industriabists and  Logal Government
leaders from Berkshire and Wiltshire.

Antended Potentiad Officer Selection Boards at
BEMA Sandhurst,

Visited the Depot LICHFIELD and the Depot
CRICKHOWIELL.,

Hosted  Receptions ot Reading and Salisbory
during the KAPE tour of Berkshire and Wiltshire by
thie 1st Battalion,

Adtended social functions at the Officers Muess, 56
James Palace duning the penod the 1st Battalion
carned oul Pubhic Duaties

Ist Battalion
The Ist Batahon s stll bosed a0 Howe Barracks,
Canterbury but s due 1o mione o Aldergrove m
Morthern Ireland m Diecember 1955 lor two vears i a
resident Battalion, 1953 has been o particalariy bosy
and varned vear. The Battalion was presented with
New Colours in June. participated in Excreise POXD
JUMP [(WEST) in CANADA  and  exerciw
LIONHEART in Germany., carried out a KAPE tour
of Berkshire and Wiltshure and o loar weck tour of
public dunies in London and left for o six month toor
with the United Nations i Cyvprus in December
Detnils of all these actvities are meluded i the [st
Battalion notes

In March they boxed the Ist Battalion The Gireen
Jackets in the Anmy Boxing Assoctmon UK Tinals
sl ciomie out very worthy winners by 5 baouts 1o

Colonel W. A, Mackereth

Colonel Bill Mackereth handed over Commamd of
the st Battalion on 26 November 1954 and has gone
Loy [Drector of Mannmg at Stanmore as Colonel AG2.
We take this opportunity 1o thank him for all his haed
work on behalf of the Regiment and to congratuliate
him o his achicvements  duning his tour o
Command. Our thanks also go o his wife Anne and
the Wives Club for their loval sapport. We wish Ball
and Anne the best of good fortune Tor the future,

Battle of Tofrek Centenary 22 March 1955

I'he 22nd March 1985 marks the centenary of the

Battle of Tofrek. An accoumt of the banle appears

elewhere in this Journal. The Colonel of the

Regment set up a small commuitee, under the

Chamrmanship of Colonel Boshell which included

representatives from all parts of the Regiment, o

consider how best the Regiment could celebrate the

centemary. The Commttee™s report was considened
by thee Cosomel of the Regiment and the Regimenal

Committee at ther (tober mecting amd  the

follavw ing wiis aerecd:

I, An exhibition of Tofrek memorabili to be held
at the Reading Museum Tor four weeks from 22
March [485

2 A special Tolrek Reunion to be held @ Brock
Barracks, Readmg on Suncdiw 21 July from | 1160 -
[dMh. The Keunion to be g joimt one attended by
members ol the twor former Begimenis” (0 As
and the Begimental Association, The oothne
prowramme o be:
it Prrumbead Service ot the Cenotaph
b March Past
¢. Luncheon
o, Stanie displiavs
e bst Battalon Band and Deams displas

Dictanls of hoth these events will I sent oot by REIO)

The Ist Battalion hope o organise a visie toe the

Tolrek Batleheld trom Cvprus. Mapr Anthony

Lake is organesing a party of 12 o eoovin Alexandr

to Suakin and then overland By vehicle oo arove

Fofrek on 22 March 1985, A0 the time of writing the

Sudanese Authontes have given verbal sssurance

that the visit muy ke place but mo other detals are

firm.

Regimental Dress

Woearing of the Stable Beh

Fhe Begimental Commtee agreed at their March
meeting B0 reguest from the [st Baltalion that the
Remmental Dress Regalistnns be chianged o permi
the wearing of the Stable Belt with the pulloser when
worn with Harrack [hress



Regimental Buttons,
It has been confirmed that the Regimental pattern
buttons will be available from March 1985,

Prints of (il Paintings

RHO was unable 1o proceed with the production of
prints as advertised in the 19584 issue of the Journal
because the overall response did not make the
venture commercially viable. However a firm was
found who were prepared to produce smaller prints at
a very favourable price. These are now available from
RHO. The size is 3¥0mm by 29mm which includes a
40mm white border. The cost is £1.50 per pnint or £4
for a set of three, (The Baules of Tofrek, Mawand
and Ferozeshah), Please add 50 pence to your order
to cover the cost of postage and packing. Cheques
should be made out o "DERR Museum Fund™.

100 Club

Most readers will know that the cost of converting the
Wardrobe was almost double that anticipated
because of the doubling of VAT and the high rate of
inflation over the period of restoration. As a result

Caprain Nigel Walker showing the Bde Comd how he
spent hus 10 Club winnings.

loans of £25 000 still remain to be repaid. These loans
are being steadily reduced from the income obtained
from the admission fees paid by the public, but after
allowing for running costs there is little money left for
other things. As a way of raising extra income for the
improvement, marketing and publicity of the
Museum the Wardrobe 100 Club was started in 1984,
Details were sent out with the 1984 Journal and as a
result one 100 Club™ was formed. Members pay a
minimum of £12 per vear with the opportunity of
winning £100 in four quarterly draws, this means that
during 1984, £800 went o the Wardrobe Holding
Charity and £400 was distributed in prizes as follows:
March £100 : Captain N.J. Walker

June £100 : Major C.1. Parslow

September £100 : Major J. Ready

December  £100: Mrs. P.Wilkinson

The aim now is to form at least one other Club.
Details including a Banker's Order form are included
with this Journal,

4ith Anniversary of I¥ Duay

Unfortunately  Brigadier K.P. Smith who
commanded one of the assault brigades in 3 Division
during the Normandy invasion was unable to go to
France for the 40th Anniversary celebrations. He is
one of the few surviving Commanders from that day
and at 8 claims to be the oldest living Roval
Berkshire officer. We were pleased to see him at
RHO recently when he spent a nostalgic hour or two
looking around the Museum.
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Rue-de-Roval Berkshires

Brigadier K.P. has recently writien g book absoul
his military expenences called
Ancient Warrnor' detanls of sheeh are meluded with
this copy of the Journal

RHCY has heard from Mr, John MeGireeor Lemon
of Hrstol who served with the 3th Battalion The
Roval Berkshire Regiment and who took part in the
mitial assault on the beaches as part of the 3rd
Camcdian Infantry Davision, than be wos iovited 1o
France lor the celebranions. His letter describes in
eraphie detanl Bow e went imwith the secomd weve of
Landing Craft. how the beachhend was established
i the subseguent actions i w hich the Sth Bamalion
wis imvolved. The photographs show Mr. MoeGiregon
Lemon on the beach where e Linded amd in the
village of Berniere-Sur-Mer pointing out the strect
sign  Rue de Boval Berkshine, ™

Wdventures of an

Infantry Tactical Training Wing 1st British Corps.

Founder members of “ITTW {as ths Branmd-news
InfGantry umit s come o be Lnosvn i AR an
Magor David Stone. the Officer € sl imge, sl
WO Adan Trench, the Wing Serecam Slongoor: Baotb ol
whaom have since been putting thoir joimt wealth of
cxpoenenoe an Cmatters mechanmnered™ amd of AR
for goand wsge: thereby contmuing the DERR tradition
for mechamecd  warfare |_"|,[1,_|||x._ estiibhished
Minden in the mid-60s and neuntained sulwegentls
through Berlin, Warmninster and  Osnabruck . O

conirsg 1l s o sheer comerdenee 1ot WO T rench wes
COMS A Compamy e P93 o the same tame €367 A
Coomyprany wis onge Mapor Sl sl szl 1k

hormin wiisin 1 lexabl

Regimental Uhapel - Salishury Cathedral

The Colonel of the Beeiment Dis Beld discmssins
with the Dean of Salsbury Cuthedral oon the
posstbiliny of the Regiment hivmg s own Chapsel in
the € athedral, The Deam ws very swnipaet et to e
wdean and has agreed to oom principle. The Colonel of
the Regiment Bas set oop g Commitice under the
Clhunrmamship of Colonel MR, Yermon-Powell and
vonsisting of an ollicer frome the Ist Battalion
Lcutenmant © olone] Woastnoueh ol the Reeimental
decretary To consuder the proposal i detal with the
Cothedral authormaes, The € olone] of the Begimem
s hopelul that arroeements will be suificienly
sdvimaed tor the ol Tst Baeralion Colowrs o e laid
v e the © hapwe | before the st Battalion depares for

Wdereronwe af the end ol 1985

Fhe Primce of Wales™s Division Memorial Chapel

Phe Chapel was dedicated by the Chaplinn CGeneral
belore the Colonel Commandamts mecting with
Cooslomne s ot Resoments on Tharsdas 13 December

CMTicers Regimental Dinner

The 1984 Officers Dinner was held o8 Wadham
College, Oxford on Fridiy 130 April, The Colonel of
the Fegiment presided. Magor General C.T. Shorts
CBE and AOH, Cwek Esy.. Headmastier of
HI.!I.Z“II."I\,_! [.I"I!I_:\:'L' WY LIS s .|r'||,|
attemded. The 1955 Dinner will Be held at Wadham
Coalleee om Froday 12th Julv,. € e rs should il 1B
change o July from Apel due 1o the Collese e
arrangimg ats summer Camp commitments. Itois
hoped that July will prove 1o be a popular month to
hold the Dinne:

ol rs

The Sergeants (Past and Present) Dinner O lub
Fhe inaugural dimner of the Sereeants (Past cmd
Present) Dinoer Club was held m the UKL



Sergeants Mess at Wilton on Saturday 13th October.
84 members attended and the guests were the Colonel
of the Regiment, the Commanding Officer 1st
Bartalion, the Regimental Secretary and Lieutenant
Colonel Woolnough the first Commanding Officer of
the 1st Battalion. Unfortunately Mr. Les Hodges, the
first RSM was unable to attend because of illness.

The Club was the idea of Major LA, Barrow MBE
who having obtained a favourable response from the
R5M of the 1st Battalion and other senior Warrant
Officers of the Regiment received the full support of
the Colonel of the Regiment for the venture. A
meeting was held before the dinner and a copy of the
Minutes has been sent to all members of the Club with
a list of those who attended the inavgural dinner
Members should note that the Club rules covering
membership have been amended and it now includes
past and present members of the Sergeants Mess of
the Regiment and past members of the Sergeants
Messes of the former Roval Berkshire and Wiltshire
Regiments. Any one reading these notes who feels
that he is eligible and who wishes to join should get in
touch with Major J.A. Barrow MBE. 26 Ladysmith
Road. Lipson, Plymouth. The next dinner will be
held on Saturday 7th September at the Sergeants
Mess HO UKLF Wilton.

OMTicers Cocktail Party

The Officers” Cocktail Party was held on Friday Tth
September at the Wardrobe. Major General and
Mrs. Crabtree received 105 officers, their wives and
guests. We were particularly pleased to see many of
our Officers” widows who were able o attend. The
usual buffet supper was held at the Red Lion after the
party which was attended by 45 Officers and their
wives, Once agaim our thanks go to Major John Peters
and Mr. Dunscombe for their help and assistance in
organising the party. The date for the 1985 party is
Friday 21st June.

1.3th Battalion The Frontier Force Regiment

The 13th Batwtalion The Frontier Force Regiment is
allicd 1o the Regiment. The 2nd Battalion Royal
Berkshire Regiment and 8th Battalion 12th Frontier
Force Regiment served together in India and Burma
in Y% Indian Infantry Brigade of 19th Indian ( Dagger)
Division. The Battalions fought together at
Mandalay and the Iwawaddy crossing. The alliance
was strengthened in 19%6 when at Buckingham
Palace. the then President of Pakistan (General Ayub
Khan) presented a piece of silver to the Regiment in
the presence of the Colonel in Chief.

Golf

The Annual Regimemtal Meetmg was held in fair
wenther at Tdworth, as vsual, in the first week of
Mayv. The results were;

Stableford Singles
Winner: WO Hobbs James Cup
Runner-up: Mr. Yiend Shorncliffe Cup
Stableford Foursomes
Winner:  Major General Crabtree
W1 Hobhbs
Scratch Medal
Winner:  Major Ingles Ciillson Trophy

Runner-up: Major General Crabtree

Silver Bone Beaker
Scratch Medal
Winner:  Major Ingles Gillson Trophy
Runner-up: Major General Crabtree

Silver Bone Beaker
Handicap Medal
Winner: Major Ingles Caillson Bowl
Runner-up: Major General Crabtree

Cramble Cup
Education Cup
{ Best score off a Handicap between 19 and 24)

Major Benneti

(MTicers Ball

The Officers of the Ist Battalion will ke holding a
“Brandywine™ Ball on Friday 3ith August 1985, The
actual location is not yet known but it will be in the
Canterbury arca. Costs will be kept to a minimum
and details will be sent out by the 15t Battalion 1o
those officers on the subscription list and those at
ERE nearer the date.

Diragon Club (The Royal Berkshire Regiment Officers
Luncheon Club)

The Dragon Club was originally a Regimental Club of
The Roval Berkshire Regiment which provided a
luncheon tent at Ascot Races. It ceased to function in
the carly 1920s, but was revived in %6 as a diming
club for Regular Active and Retired Officers of the
4uth and 66th of Foot. The constitution was changed
in 1960 to include ALL officers of the Roval
Berkshire Regiment, and all officers who have held a
commission in The Royal Berkshire Regiment prior
to  amalgamation are eligible for membership.
Widows and wives may also join as individuals, The
Club is a private club, and its rules and finances are
matters for its members only. The constitution was
changed again to form a Luncheon Club to which
guests may be invited {male or female). The annual
subscription s £1.05 for all those wishing to join. In
addition a charge s made to those attending the
Luncheon.

The late Lt. Col. E.F. Eagar left a sum of money to
The Club in his will and some Regimental silver was
purchased with the sum of money. This silver is the
property of the Club,



The 1984 Luncheon was held at the Statf College.
Camberley on 2nd September and 63 members and
their friends attended. It is hoped that the YRS
Luncheon will also be o the Stdl College on Sunday
[st Seprember

Thome wishing to pun the Club should contact
Mhagor WG, Cockeruft, & Biln Cuardens, Hurtley
Wintnev, Hampshire

st Battalion The Koval Berkshire Regiment
Fhe 38th annual reunion of the 68 Club again ook
place i the hospitable home of Naney and ek
Cooke at Shpton-under-Wyechwood. There were
present: Michael Barton.  Andy  Borrelli.  John
Briscoe., Arthoar Buckham, Dhick Cooke, [vor Diavies,
John Forster. Norman Golledge. John Meteall and
Gieoff Willizims

Nancy has most kindly invited us 1o go there in [Y83
tor a special Tofrek reumon. The club consists of
prople who were i action with the First Battalion
during the Eist war amd 68 was the number on our
vehicles in Burma.

The %oth 193945 Annual (fficers Heunion

Framk amd Francis Clarke were hosts o 32 members
at their home, Milsted Manor in Bent. for the 1954
Annuil Reunion, The Elizabethan manor,  the
garden and Lawns made an ideal venue, and with o

perfect day and splendid luech, the reunion was a
notable suecess, There were o new members 1o
welcome. but o tlew who had missed one or two
previous reamons Gunge Bo this oone: 0 bealth or
accidents were the main reasons for absence. Onview
wore photographs taken by Bob Locas durmg the Bist
seir of The wir

It was decnded o hold the 1955 Reunon in the
Wardrobe om Saturday B0 Aagust. Due o the
generosity of members there s sufficent capital i the
Fennon Club Fumd wooopen o Bank Acoount. which
reflects the confidence of members i the future of
the Reumon. Cur only probdem now is to Gmd those
other offwers who served with the 2nd B, The
Wiltshire Regiment during the Second World War,
who e mon Kewow alwout the Reumion, This repaort
cnids on i sad note: Norman Chadwick, whis was the
Batalion Padre wath one amgue record of servmg
with the Battalion from mobilisation i 1939 anul
alter the emd of hosthites, dicd on 21 Aagost atter a
long period of poor health

{¥hituary

It with great sadness that we report the deaths in
(484 of Brigadier G. Waort CRE D . Licutenant
Colonel C.1.. Speers, Licutenant Colonel 1. Woed
OBE and Major, The Duke of Somersct . Thar
eobvituaries will be lound on page 6



REGIMENTAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

Curator: Major 1.J. Price

It Takes All Sorts.....A View from the Museum
Admissions Desk

It was Sunday morning and except for the tolling of
the Church bells calling the faithful to Service, the
town was quiet and peaceful. The silence of the
morning within the Cathedral Close was disturbed
only by the tyres of the Curator’s car as it crunched
the gravel of the Museum car park. The driver, not
vet fully alert but warned by some sixth sense of an
impending catastrophe. swung the wheel of the car
and just avoided a member of the Cathedral Close
Special Constabulary, also indulging in the serenity of
the moming.A second figure wearing an anxious
expression accompanied the upholder of secular
authority, who it transpired was seeking to establish
the whereabouts of a dog. A simple case of “canine
ahsenteeism,” the constable opined. until., “he of the
anxious expression” pointed out that in fact it had
been present in Afghanistan with a Dr, Watson 1K)
vears previous and was now believed to be in the
Cathedral Close.

The constable’s expression conveyed his innermost
thoughts that the enquirer had not only lost a dog but
his “*marbles™ as well. The situation obviously called
for the utmost tact and delicacy and with a knowing
look he turned to the Curator for assistance. The
Curator confirmed that indeed “the dog™ was in the
Muscum (a tribute to a long deceased taxi-dermist’s
skill) at which the upholder of the law, believing his
problem had increased by 1007 _ and that he now had
two “marble seckers” 1o contend with, gave an
inarticulate groan of despair and disappeared in the
direction of the Cloisters. shaking his head in
disbelhef.

It transpired that, “he of the anxious look™ was an
American visitor and a prominent member of his local
Sherlock Holmes Society back home in the States.
Directed to the Museum’s Maiwand display, the
centre piece of which was his canine absentee.
“Robbie”, he remained gazing at the object of his
pilgrimage throughout the remainder of the morning.
Periodic visits by the now somewhat concerned
Curator found the member of the SHS (USA) talking
quietly to the ohject of his affection - “crooning”™
would be a more apt description - “Just wait till [ tell
the folks back home 've seen Bobbie .7

Sherlock Holmes buffs will have little difficulty
recalling Dir. Watson's ¢laim to have been wounded
whilst serving with the 66th at Maiwand and it s
thought Conan Doyle based his ficticious character
on the real-life Surgeon Major Preston of the Army
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Medical Department, who indeed had medical
charge of the 66th and was presnt at the baule of
Girishk and Maiwand. Wounded in the latter battle
whilst attending a wounded soldier. Surgeon Major
Preston survived and was present in Khardahar
throughout the siege. Present at the Baule of
Maiwand and depicted in “The Stand of the Last
Eleven". Bobbie the pet of a 5gt. Kelly was also
wounded and survived the siege of Khandahar,
returning to England the following year to be given
the Campaign Medal by HM Queen Victoria, It was
this tangible link with the events of one hundred years
ago and the mythical heroes of his beloved Society
which the visitor - and an increasing number of his
Countrymen since - travel so far to see. A lestimony
to the good name of the Museum abroad.

Not all visitors are so single-minded of purpose.
“Say, are these the Cloisters? or “What is a
shilling?"” - and “Is 50p half a pound?” are some of the
many questions one deals with.

There are three Museums within the Cathedral
Close and mistakes are understandable although it is
mind boggling when customers having traversed our
collection of Militaria ask to be directed 1o the room
“housing the needlework and embroidery display!!™

“Hi"", he exclaimed as he studied the History of the
Regiment on the board inside the Muscum entrance,
“If this is Sailsbury (SIC), how come The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Regiment? Why not the Duke of
Sailsbury?..... and where 1s Edinburgh anyhow?™

The obviously “well-heeled™ mature couple enter.
laden with cameras, light meters, brochures ete. and
produce a sheaf of plastic cards, purchased in the Us
and guaranteeing free entry into every establishment
in the UK open to visitors, When it was pohtely
pointed out that the cards were not vahid for this
establishment the lady turned 1o what appeared to be
her long-suffering spouse and exclaimed in a loud
voice - “Ripped off again - ELMER™ - and departed.

“Pliss™ asked the Finnish tourist after studying the
Crimea Display. “What is a Inkerman™,

Of the thousands of visitors we have welcomed to
the Museum there has been but one dissenting voice
and that of a little old lady, (Giles grandmother type.
complete with brollv) who would casily qualify for
entry in the Guinness Book of Records for the speed
with which she completed the Museum circuit.
Literally moments after paving admission she stood
before the desk for the second time and enguired ina
shrill voice. “*Is that all?”

Manning the desk is akin to “standing under the clock



at Waterloo™, and given tme one sees and meets
every ivpe of individual and only the lack of space
precludes the telling of mamy “stories™, Without
doub though. nothing surpasses the plessure and
mutual recoRmtien of In:m_ ||,1|[-rnr1..|'| fricnds visiting
the Museum after many vears away from  the
Regiment. nor the all too short time spent, reliving
shared experiences of the past and the inevitable
question =~ What happened o,

A great deal of thought and expense goes into
attraching visitors o our premises and if behoves us 1o
eive them polite and efficient service coupled with
value for monev, thus gamimg the good will of 2
salishicd  customer,  Likely w0 commend  their
expenences o others. But there arises from time 1o
tme o problem of which every Curator s aware - that
of persuading vour recently attracted visior o vacate
the premises without undue pressure oF unscemly
haste, or resorting o advancing the hands of the
Muscum clock as chowing time approaches. The
problem was highhighted inoa recent paper on the
subject of Museums and s worthy of further thought
amd oy

Lookmg back as the season nears its end. we can
reflect onanother pood vear, with o eood stendance
but the figures sl not attwining those dreamt of
targets leaving us with unfulfilled hope and the
promise of jovs o come when they do materialise,

We are grateful o the many who have entrusted
mio our care the cherished militany possessions of
therr families and are proud o take them into our
trust on their behalf,

Finally and most importam our heartfelt thanks o
the ladhes who give up so much of their time o assist
us by operating the Museum Desk throughout the
Summer months - we are mos! grateful.

HISTORICAL TITBITS

D, Watson at MATW AND
Readers will have seen the extract from the letter
reccived from Licut, Comad. G5, Stavert, MBE MA
RN in the Lastissue of the Journal abowt T3 r. Watson
at Mawand, The following article on the same
stibject was wntten by Dr. Flampton R, Bates MDD of
Richmond. Viegima, USA and was published in the
1't"irl.'.l1'|l:l Medical in Novemlwer 1976
“Ameng the most celebrated of literany mysteries
is the ILH.. wion of the wound that John H, W Al
MU sustained on July 27 1880, while serving with
British forces at the Battle of Mawand. The
Brinsh withdrew after o day of fienee hghting,
Lehing the wounded phwvsiciom with them, Witson
wias ivalided home on half-pay and achieved
considerihly. more success os the partner and
Boswell of Sherlock Holmes, The Buttle s an
historical event of the Scecond Afghan War, and

true belevers in the Holmes-Wintson saga have no
doubts that Warson was there, However, ke all
fundamentalists. they encounter knotty problems
Irving 1o reconcile seeming inconsistencies m the
writlen record

Fhe initial deseription of the wouwnd wis concise
and clear. Wintson wrote that he “wis siruck on
the shoubder by o Jeznl bullen. which shaered the
Bome snd grieed the subclicim artery™ (4 seeadv ine
Scarlerr. We know that the left shoulder was
i jured beciuse Holmes om (i mecting Walson
nobiced the “sufl wnd unnatural™ carringe of the
left erm

In i biter report the sood doctor seemingly
contradicted himsell with the sttement than the
Buller had passed through his leg. which “ached
wearty at every change in the weather™ @ e Srgar
of Fonry In the same adventure Flolmes iwiey
referred to s fnend’s inpured Teg. Another
feterence woas non-committal as w0 lcaton;
Witson wrote of discomfort caused by the Adphan
buller which he hied brough back inone of his limibs
T Neohde B hediord
Dr. Edward 1. Van Liere published an ingenious
vaplaniinm lor [y, Wantson s et
uncertainty. ' He suggested that the injured arten
became stenotic amd the resulting “subelavian
steal™ on occasion reduced Watson's cerebral
Brload flow 1o the point that he forgon the site of his
mjury. This scholarly thesis by o well known
physicam and physiologist cannot be dismissed
hghtly. However. Lihink the weight of evidence is
sigansl it

WS, Banng-Gould reviewed the problem in
detanl and summansed many theories meluding
those  of  several  physicians. Drs, Roland
Hammond. Tohn Dardess, 1 W, Sovine, Regmald
Fits. Vernon Pennell. Jubian Walff and Samuel R
Maaker apphicd therr medical and anatomical
knowledge and produced much interesting and
agrecable materal, e, Soving caume ¢hise b the
truth as [ see . He suggested that Dr. Watson.
beding over o patient. wis hit on the shoulder by
bullet that nicocheted dowoward under the skin of
the chest. abdomen and leg before coming 1o rest
i the call muscles,

My own solution rests on Iiteral interpretation
of Watsom™s words and my experience with
runshot wounds. The buller ricocheted from a
hone in the shoulder after grazing the subclavian
artery amd them ket the body at an acute angle o
enter the leg, where it remained. The Lirge exit
wound caused by the twumbling missile allowed
detanled inspection of the bullet path by o fellon
mieehical olficer. so that we know how closely the
artery escaped rupture and how ezl the Iiterars
workd lost the irrepliaccable Wason The shoulder
wound was dressed hastily on the batthefield and



wis filled with good granulation tissue by the ume
Watson reached the base hospital. The shoulder
required no further treatment, and the leg wound
was so well healed that extraction of the bullet was
not attempted. Thus our hero was left with a
scarred, temporarily stiff shoulder and a
barometric leg.

| do not think other commentators have noted
that a large exit wound must have been present to
account for our knowledge of the status of the
subclavian artery. A battlefield surgeon in 1880
would not have exposed a major artery by choice
and Watson's wound did not require heroic
treatment.

This singular affarr of the Jezal buller was
conceived by Conan Dovle to give his readers the
pleasure and challenge of using deductive
reasoning. When Holmes said, * Artin the blood s
liable to take the strangest forms,” Watson could
have replied, A bullet in the body is liable to take
the strangest path,” and thereby have aborted
nearly a century of speculation about his wound.™
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A final word on the subject. from the RAMC
Historical Museum.

Alexander Francis Preston
He was commissioned as Assistant Surgeon on 30th
September 1863 and attached to the 27 Regiment of
Foot on 13th February 1866 - the Roval Regiment of
Artillery on 20th July 1867 - Army Medical
Department as Surgeon Major on 28th April 1876,
He retired on halfl pay on 16th October 1881 and
returned to full pay on 4th May 1882 as a Brigade
Surgeon and promoted to Brigade Surgeon Lieut.
Colonel on 30th November 1886 - Surgeon Colonel
on 28th March 1892 - Surgeon Major General and
afterwards Surgeon General on 30th March 1896 and
retired on 23rd May ['%02.
He held the appointment of Director General
(Temp) from 3rd June 1901 until 1st December 1901.
He served in Afghan where he was wounded. from
1878 until 1880, He was made King's Honorary
Physician in 1%,
Born on 23rd May 1842 - Died 24th July %7, He
served during the Second Afghan War in Medical
charge of the 66 Regiment taking part in the advance
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to Kandahar and subsequently with General
Burrow's Brigade to the Halmand. He was present
also at the action of Girishk and the battle of
Maiwand in which he was severely wounded whilst
attending a disabled man in the front line of fire. He
was in Kandahar throughout the Siege. (Mentioned
n Despatches).

THE PLEDGE

99th Regiment 1840

“The Regimental system as prevailing in the %9th with
its guidance, was absent, and the Company
Commanders were, for the most part, Captains
invalided home with diseased livers. They spent much
time in drinking a strong and fiery port known as
*(1d Bin" of which the Mess had 6K dozen bottles.
An expert’s judgement on the “Old Bin™ was “Brick
it up for iwenty years. and then take a further
opinion”™ (600 x 12 - 7200 bottles!)

¥rth Regiment 1887
1 am one of the “Nines™ 2nd Wilts, No 1477 enlisted
on 30th March 1886, and was discharged after the
South African War.

[ often think of some of our officers and comrades
of those happy days, and wonder if many of them are
still living.

Colonel Haynes was my Company Officer, who
afterwards commanded the Battalion at Portsmouth
onour return from India in 1896, I can recall Major de
la Peer Beresford, who was Editor of “The Nines™ in
1897 {1 was a sub-Editor or paragrapher): Capt. and
Adjutant Evans: Colonel Carter, who commanded
the Battalion in the South Africa campaign; Or. Mr.
Pepper, formerly RSM of the Batalion: Qr. Mr.
Yardley, Serji-Major Gramt, Capt. Barnes and
Bandmaster Cooke. | was with the Battalion at
Peshawar, Subathu, Mecan Meer, Jhansi and
Mandalay. and during those years the 2nd Wilts were
the pride of India, We were the best shooting
Battalion in India for the years 1888-89-90, and we
owned the best Individual shot in the British Army.
L/Cpl. Harry Viney (I wonder if he is still alive); in
the presence of Lord Roberts, in 1888, at Simla he
made 104, consecutive bullseves at 900 yards
standing. Viney was a great favourite with the officers
and sergeants and so he found no difficulty in
obtaining his usual morning “eye-opener’ at the back
door of the Sergeant’s Mess: nevertheless, we were
the greatest “Drys™ in India, and in 1887 the “Nines™
headed the Gregson Army (now  the Army
Temperance Association) by 450 pledged abstainers
and for the years 1809192 we were the best
conducted Battalion in India. Long live the “Nines™
and God save the King.

Your obedient servant,
JOHN THATCHER



Around the Mulberry Bush
Is it possible that a silken thread once connected The
Wardrobe with the Stewart Kings?

In the late 16th or carly 17th centuries the silk worn
by Rovalty was wholly produced by silk worms which
owed ther existence to the Mulberry leaf on which
they thrived. The production of silk i England was
neghgible and consequently the finished product was
imported into the country. To encourage the making
of English silk, in the vear 1609 James | established a
Mulberry Garden on the site of the present
Buckingham Palace and Gardens.

The Mulberry Garden fell into a state of neglect
and later a house which became GORING HOUSE
was built upon part of it and by CROMWELL'S day
the remamder of the garden had become a place of
public entertanment.

SAMUEL PEPYS records in his diary a visit to i
for the first ime in May 1668 when he found it full of
“a rascally. whoring, roguing sort of people™. and
never went again, 1 closed down as a public reson
sometime in the 1670 and possibly in 1674 when
Goring House burned 1o the ground.

...... In  the garden of the Regimental
Headguarters, standing in the shade of a magnificent
Copper Beech. is the gnarled remanns of a Mulberry
Tree which. despite its appearance produces a
remarkable crop of frun cach vear. A member of the
local Clergy being shown around the Muscum last
vear told the story that originally it was one of six
hundred Mulberry trees brought from Holland in the
Man-o-War “The Royal Charles™ in which King
Charles 1l returned to this country upon  the
restoration of the Monarchy. The newly restored
King was also desirous. like his predecessor, of
cncouraging the production of silk in England and
deereed the six hundred trees should be divided
between the principal towns and cities of the country
and the resultant silk produced 1o be rendered as a
“tribute” to the Roval Houschold,

The City of Sahsbury was presented with twao trees.
Ome was planted in the garden of KING'S HOUSE
and the other in the garden of the Canon of
Salisbury’s residence known as THE WARDROBE.
amd it is the remains of that tree which we see here
every day - over three hundred vears later.

Salishury Cathedral O lock
Whilst the story of the famous medieval clock of
Salishury Cathedral is quite well known. the story of
the present clock, which has chimed the quarters and
hours over the Close sinee TRR. s not well known,
In 179 the Bell Tower was pulled down by Wavtt
and the medieval clock, which hid chimed the hours
sinee 1386 was moved 1o the first stage of the central
tower of the Cathedral itsell, together with its bell
I was in 1882, acconding w the Minutes of the
Dean and Chapter of 15th July of that vear. that a
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letter was receved from the Officers of the st
Wiltshire Regiment offerimg £180 towards a memorial
m the Cathedral. The Dean and Chapter gratefully
accepted the offer and suggested that a clock would
be & most suitable gift.

The fact that the clock was indeed given by the
Wiltshire Regiment is commemorated by a plague in
the north-west corner of the North Transept and
reads as follows

“The Clock in this tower is the gift of the Officers

paest and  present and  the  non-commissioned

Officers. drummers and privites who served in the

62nd Wiltshire Regiment.

To the Glory of Ciod in memon v ol their comrades

Mapor smd Brevet Li. Col. G. H.h:. CCaptain 1M,

Theobald. Lt. A. Goding. Lt. AL Denmie, L.

GGl Brimal, L G Lake. Surgeon Mo Scont

MB and of 17 Sergeants. Corporals  amd

Drummers and 245 Privates who dicd m Dndia onmd

Aden during the vears [R6%- (8827

The 62nd Regiment of Foor received the title of
"Wiltshire  Regiment™ an 1782 and  almost one
hundred vears later, in the vear 1881 became “The [s1
Battalion of the Duke of F “dinburgh’s Wiltshire
Regiment™ having amalgamated with the Wih { Duke
of Edinburgh’s) under the Cardwell Reforms

Untortunately  those archives of the Wiltshire
Regmment which have survived from earlier days
make no reference 1o the gilt of the clock. The vears
IB68 1o 1882 were, however. vears of foreign serviee
and great hardship for the Regiment. maindy in India,
where they suffered heavily from the Chaolera
epidermic. It s possible that the memorial gift was
primarily o commemorate the 13 vears and 87 davs of
coniimuous  foregn serviace, l,iurlm_ which  mamy
comrades were lost, but also 1o establish a firm link
between Salisbury Cathedral and = The 1st Battalion
of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Wilishire Regiment™ as it
became in 1881,

It seems mest ikely that the chimes of the present
clock were first heard in the Close during 1384 since
the Minutes of the Dean and Chaprer record the Luct
that the bl of Messrs, Tavlor & Co.. Bell Founders
of Loughborough, amounting 1o £235, 125 4d for the
four new bells for the chimes. was duly presented It
wits ordered that the same should be paid out of the
Chimes Subscription Fumd

It is pleasing to think that. in this centenary vear of
the clock given by the Wiltshire Regiment, the links
with Salishury showld be even stromger by virtue of
the fine Museum in the Close of the Duke of
Eudinburgh's  Rowal Fogiment,  beme the
amalgamation of the Duke of Edimburgh™s Wiltishire
Resment with The Boval Berkshire Regimem

Footnote from the Regmental History
O 3lst December 1868 the 62nd
embarked on HMITS “SERAPHIS”

Kegment
aned saled the



following day for the East Indies via Malta and
Alexandria where they disembarked and crossed the
Suez Isthmus by tran before re-embarking to
continue their voyage in HMITS "EUPHRATES™
finally reaching Bombay on 2nd February 1869, The
Regiment was quartered in Dum Dum, Cawnpore
and Delhi before moving to Chokrata and Morar
and during this period of service suffered heavily from
the Cholera epidemic. The first three fatal casualtics
occurred in the barracks occupied by the band on
29th July 1869 and by the 9th of the following month
the death roll had risen dramatically having claimed
the lives of 49 soldiers. 3 women and 12 children
before the epidemic abated to return in succeeding
years. On 4th January 1877 the Regiment left Delln
by Route March and arrived at their destination
Chokrata between 4th and 8th March having been
detamed at Kalsi, only 25 miles from their destination
for 27 days, the pass being blocked by heavy snow and
quite impassable.

Between 6th and 16th May 1978 Cholera claimed
the lives of the Commanding Officer. Lieut Colonel
Hay and Lt. Goding and 14 men whilst stationed at
Morar and Lt. Brittal shot himself with a revolver
whilst suffering temporary insanity produced by the
fever. The names of these three Officers are inscribed
on the Memorial Tablet in the Cathedral as is that of
Lt. G. Lake who died the following year on 17th
August 1879 at Morar.

The Regiment was placed under orders 1o move to
Aden where it disembarked on 20th November 1880
and after a comparatively short stay of three months
sailed for England and reached Spithead on 26th
March 1881 after 13 years and 87 days continuous
foreign service.

Museum Acquisitions

The following is a selection of acquisitions recently
received into the Museum on behall of the Museum
Trusiees:

Group of Seven Medals and mimiatures Col. Jack
Houghton-Brown WILTS - Mrs. . Houghton Brown
Group of Five Medals Sgt. P. Ambler Wilis Regt -
Mrs. E. Ambler

Two Medals Sgt. H.R. Holdsworth R. Berks Regt -
Mrs Holdsworth

Reports and Narratives of Officers engaged in the
Battle of Maiwand - Col. 1.L.R. Metcall

Group of Three Medals Pre. W. Tuck Wilis Regi. -
Mrs. W, Guppy

Group of Four Medals Sat. A. Luty R, Berks Regt. -
Mrs. J. Luty

Book “*The British Infantry 1660-19457 - Maj. F.
Myan

Group of Three Medals Sgi. P. Powell R. Berks Regt.
together with uniform and militana - Mr. W. Powell
Book A Wiltshire Portran™ - David Burnett

Two Medals Pte. Gregory R, Berks Regt. - Mrs. L.C.
Cirggory

Log Book for the German Guns based at Calais - F.L.
Cox

Group of Four Medals Capt. A.F.C. Whitbread Wilts
Regt. - Mr. D. Chetwynd

Framed Embroidered Colours Wilts Regt. - Mrs.
A_E. Short

Silk embroidered Flags of Nations & Wilts Regt.
Badge - M. Corhicld

Framed photograph of The Louisberg Medal,
obverse and reverse with description - Brig G, Wort
Colours of the 99th Regt. - 5t Giles Cathedral,
Edinburgh

Book “The 66th Berkshire Regt.” - Brig. K.P. Smith
Victory Medal Pie. J. Hatherall Wilts Regt. - Mr.
L.C. Gregory

Two Medals C.A. Mortimer Wilts Regt. - Mrs. A,
Mortimer

Crimea Medal with Three Bars Daniel Hinson 49th
Regt. - Mr. L.V. Hinson

Four Bound Volumes of *The China Dragon™ - Lt
Col. W.B.E. Brown

Leather Belt and accoutrements - 19 Vol Bn. R.
Berks Regt. - AMOT

Group of Five Medals, Sports Medals and
photographs Sgt. A_ Jeffries Wilis Regt. - Capt. A.C,
Jeffries

A Silver Inkstand and a Framed Mounted Collection
of Twenty-four Medals and Cross Belt Plate of 66th
Regt., the collection of the late Lt. Col Verey, R.
Berks Regt. - Mrs. P. Verey

EOKA Flag - Cyprus 1955 - Mr. .5, Mason

Flag of the GOC 43 Wessex Div. last flown in Celle
1946 - P.M. Headley-Prole

Wooden cased Mantle Clock 1887 - Miss B. Walker
Group of Five Medals Cpl. Pride R. Berks Regt. -
Mrs. C. Pride

Group of Three Medals Cpl. Ivemy R. Berks Regt. -
Mirs. J.A. Whatley

Group of Five Medals CSM Burrows R. Berks Regt.
with NOK Plaque, Badges and Six Temperance
Medals - Mrs. 1.M. Burrows

Grroup of Four Medals Capt. S.F. Terry Wilts Regt. -
Mr. E.W, Terry

Group of Four Medals Pte. D. Miles R. Berks Regt. -
Miss K. Lawson

Book “Adventures of An Ancient Warrior™ - Brig.
K.P. Smith

*“One Man's View™ Narrative - Burma 1944 - Ma).
1.J. Forster

A Pewter Button of 66th Regt. found on 5t. Helena -
Curator Jamestown Museum, St. Helena via Col, [,
Salt

Ciroup of Four Medals plus American Purple Heart
and Twelve Shooting Medals - Mrs, E, Larkham
Book “Battlefields of Britain™ - Publishers

Framed NOK Plague and letter Sgt. Powell - Mr, W.
Powell

Group of Six Medals Lt. Col. H.G.G. Niven R, Berks
Regt. - Col. J.L.R. Metcalf



1st BATTALION

The Commanding (OMfficer

Lieutenant Colonel AC. Kenway who assumed
command of the Ist Batalion on 260h November
joined the Regiment in Malta from the RMAS in
September 1964, He commanded the Recee Platoon
in Minden from 1966-68 and then lefi the Batialion w
be an instructor at the LB Shornchiffe. A three vear
attachment 10 the SAS followed during which he
served in Belize, other South Amenican countries and
[hofar before he re j-l'll.ll.l..'tj the 1st Battalion w be 210
of I3 Cov in Berlin and Ballvkinler. He commanded B
Cov as an acting Major in Shochurvness before
attending the Staff College in 1977, His successful
completion of the Staff course was followed by a Staff
appomtment with HO Wales. He was appointed the
Otficer Commanding A Cov from [URIESD whilst the
Ist Battalion was stationed in Osnabruck and for the
last twor vears has been the Fraimng Major with 21
SAS. He is ve ry keen on fitness traming  and
competed in the 984 London Marathon, He was
awarded  Tst Battalion Colours for X Country,
Swimming. Rughy and Rowing. He s marned and we
wish him. his wife Sue. anid ther v so6s 0 most
happy  and time  during  his  our  of
Commund,

successtul

N

Diary

From peace-keeping in South Armagh the Banalion
mmediately went on duty @ Greenham Commaon
After four weeks post Northern Ireland leave the
entire Battalhon  deploved 10 what has become
probably the most famouws arficld in the United
Kingdom. The Battalion was given a sector of the
pL‘l’ili]L‘h‘r fenee  to patrol e ensure that no
demonsirators got onto the airficld. During the davs
that Cruse mssiles arrived at Greenham Commion
parts of the Battalion had 1o guard the arreraft which
carried the missiles in from the United States. This
fiest tour at Greenham Common was marked by two
events. Firstly the construction of the largest barbed
wire fence most of us had ever seen or want 1o see
Secondly the long hours spemt watching them (the
Women) watching us watching them

Not to be deterred by o few mights out on a cold and
windy airfield the Battalion returned o barracks and
acold and windy parade square just in time o prepare
tor the Feroseshah Parade. Onoa owet 2lst of
December the Battalion was on parade and inspected
by Licutenant-Cieneral Sir Geoffrey Howlen KBE
MO the GO South East District

The start of 1984 saw B Company flving to Belize
lor o wo week exereise amd i February two
companies, Battalion Headguarters and the echelon
deploving  for another spell of  gouard  duty at
Grreenham Common. By now the tented camp had
been replaced by portacabins, We were the first
Battalion to be able o use such luxuries. however the
perimeter track, where the patrolling was carried out
resembled something from the Somme bantlenicld
The mud was inches deep. The number of women had
decreased and no ome wis sorey o P i was onir tarn
b lesive

A pracoice deplovment o Gurwick and six weeks
on Spearhead duty ook the Battalion up 10 the
brigade exercise on Salisbury Pliin. From o base in
Westdown Camp most of the Battalion mumaged o
get onto the ranges and pass the Annual Personal
Weapons Test. the Combat Fitness Test. the NBC
test and every other test of which vou can think
Fhere was an unusual Annual Inspection which saw
some odd groupings of soldiers marching around and
around Salisbury Plain, The chiefs were in three
groups and the Indians in another nine. The day all
ended with o very jolly issaull course competition
ard losts OfF prioes

Fhere is nedoubt than the highlight of 1954 was the
Presentation of Colours by the Colonel in Chiet
Rehearsals started in carnest immcditely after the
brigade exercise amd on the day, evervone wis
rewarded for the hours of practice and hard work they



had put in. The weather was fine and sunny and the
Parade immaculate. A detailed account of the day is
to be found at the end of this diary.

Mo seoner had the Colours been presented to the
Battalion than the Second-in-Command led the
Advance Party off 1o Canada. Literally after a three
day gap the Battalion embarked. or rather emplaned.
on its next major commitment, five weeks in Canada
on Exercise Pond Jump West at Camp Wainwright.
The time in Canada provided the most concentrated
period of training the Battalion has had for some
time. Indeed it was the first time it had operated as an
infantry battalion in a conventional setting for some
cight years. The opportunities for both military and
adventurous training were grabbed with both hands.
Most soldiers went for seven or ten days into the
Rockies on various expeditions which included hill
walking, fishing. canocmg and rock climbing. There
were live firing exercises at company level and blank
firing excercises at company and battalion level, On
Excercise Pond Jump West the Battalion was
supported by 8 Commando Battery RA and a flight
from 3 Commando Brigade Air Squadron. The
Bamalion™ return from Canada was followed by
summer leave and n turn a KAPE Tour. D.
Company were responsible for showing the new
Colours to the towns and cities of Berkshire and

Wiltshire of which the Regiment has the Freedom.

The Army's largest exercise in 1984 was Exercise
Lionheart which involved most of I{BR) Corps and
much of the Regular Army based in Great Britain and
the TA, The Battalion provided the umpire teams for
15 Infantry Brigade when it deployed from North
East England to BAOR and fought as one of the Blue
Force Brigades.

Both the Milan Platoon and the Band also
deploved on Exercise Lionheart. The Milan Platoon
attached for some time to 3 QUEENS (V) our next
door neighbours in Canterbury and the Band to 3
Div. Field Ambulance.

For the first time ever the Battalion this year has
the privilege of providing the Queen’s Guard at
Buckingham Palace and S1. James Palace. and the
Tower of London Guard. At the time of writing,
rehearsals for the ceremony of Guard Mounting at
Buckingham Palace are well under way. Greatcoals
have been fitted, boots polished, No 2 Dresses
tailored and everything prepared for the first Guard
Mount in October.

As 1984 draws to a close there is talk of Cyprus:
something called “The Line™: the UN: adventurous
training with perhaps some skiing and water sports. It
already looks as if 1985 will give us plenty to do and
enjoy.

The Oldest Private Soldier in the Army?

PTE. JOCK PEET completed 22 years service in
the rank of Private in August 1984, In 1962 aged 20 he
was employed painting gas tanks in Barnstaple,
Devon, when he decided to enlist. A Gunner
recruiting Sgt. tried hard to persuade him not to join
the Infantry but to no avail. JOCK would have joined
the Highland Light Infantry but the regiment had
been amalgamated to form the Royal Highland
Fusiliers so he joined the Devon and Dorsets instead!
After completing his recruit training in Honiton he
was posted to 1| DERR then stationed in Malta. He
spent four years as a rifleman in 2 Platoon in Malta
and Minden then joined the Mortar Platoon (3 inch)
commanded at the time by Lt. C.). Parslow. He spent
a year in the Mortars before going back to A
Company as a rifleman and subsequently as a
storeman. In Berlin he became RSM Pinchen's
Silverman until the Battalion moved to Ballykinler
when he returned to A Company as Storeman. Al
Warminster he again became RSM’s Silverman a
position he retained under four R5M's,

Pte. Peel will be remembered for his good humaour,
loyalty and wutter trustworthiness. He has set
something of a record by completing 22 years of
nearly unbroken service in the Battalion in the rank
of Private. This Battalion “Character” will be missed
by many friends he has made during his long service
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THE PRESENTATION OF NEW COLOURS

The Presentation of New Colours to the 1st Battalion
took place at Howe Barracks on Friday 8th June. The
day was fine and sunny and the spectator stands full as
the Battalion, led by the Band and Drums in scarlet
uniform marched onto the parade ground. The
Colonel in Chief arrived by helicopter just before 11
a.m. and was met by the Lord Licutenant for Kent,
and the Colonel of the Regiment. After being
received with a Royal Salute, His Royal Highness
inspected the Battalion. The Band and Drums
trooped in slow and quick time across the parade
ground and then No 1 Guard escorted the Old
Colours while they were trooped through the ranks
for the last time. The Colours were slow marched off
parade to “Auld Lang Syne™ with the parade at the
“Present Arms' and with all the spectators standing.
It was a moving moment, especially for those present
who had witnessed the presentation of the Colours by
the Colonel in Chief twenty-five years carlier at

The Codonel in Chief presenss the Begimental Cedour
ter 2{ Lt P. Dennis

Newport, Isle of Wight when the Regiment was
formed.

The consecration of the New Colours by the
Chaplain General followed and the Colours were
then presented to the two subalterns entrusted with
their care by the Colonel in Chief.

In his address to the Battalion His Roval Highness
sand:

“It is almost exactly 25 years to the day since |

presented the Old Colours to the Regiment newly

formed by the amalgamation of the Duke of

Edinburgh’s Wiltshire Regiment and the Royal

Berkshire Regiment. I sid then that there was a

chance to create new traditions and to help

constructively in building a Regiment that can live
up to and indeed surpass the standards of both its
predecessors!

Considering the long and distinguished records
of both previous regiments, Battalions from both

The Colonel in Chief talking 10 a group of old
comrades.

The Colonel in Chief talking to a group of soldiers and
Iheir wives,
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The Ofd Codovirs mrarched off Parade for the lasi time.

regiments took part in the Normandy battles of 40
vears ago, | think surpass may have been asking
the impossible, but there can be no doubt at all
that you have fully lived up to their high standards,
You have certainly had to contend with situations
well outside their experience. Cyprus, Belize,
Northern Ireland, firemans duties and Greenham
Common may not have been quite as dangerous as
outright war but they demand the same discipline,
commitment and self control. [ believe that the
Regiment can look back with considerable
satisfaction on your first 25 years and | hope that
these new Colours, which | have just presented on

behalf of the Queen. will take you through the
trials and triumphs and occasional vicissitudes of
the next 25 years with equal success.™
The Commanding Officer gave the following reply:
“Sir, it is my privilege, on behalf of the Battalion.
1o thank yvou most warmly for presenting the
Colours today in the name of Her Majesty the
Dueen. We would ask vou, Sir, to convey to Her
Majesty our humble duty and assurance that we
will guard. honour and protect our Colours
wherever we may serve.”
The Battalion received the Mew Colours with a Royal
Salute and then marched past in slow and quick time.
The parade concluded with three cheers and a final
Roval Salute to the Colonel in Chief.
Luncheon was served to all guests who attended. His
Roval Highness honoured the Officers with s
presence at Luncheon in the Officers Mess Tent and
then visited the Sports ficld where the Wis/5gls,
soldiers, their families, friends and the Old Comrades
were lunching. The Colonel in Chief visited all the
Company tents and also the many static displays
before departing at 3 p.m. A full and memorable day
was rounded off by celebration parties being held in
the various Messes until the early hours of the
maorning. A wonderful firework display was held at
midnight to mark the Regiment’s twenty-fifth
birthday.
It was a day that lived up to everyone's expectations
and will be long remembered.

iy

-
&
]



ON PARADE

Covnperaeercliong Cfficer 0 LIEUTENANT COLONEL W A MACKERETH

Secoend oo & voreprngaveed 0 NMAJOVR 1 POYORR
Vlpwiarer - CAPTAIN G, OOOK

Froled M Tncers Roerding Nee SNew Oeilvars o Bl Roval fleiness

MAJOR C 1 PARSLIWY

M€ vadanr Party

LIELTTENANT P KESG
SECONDLIELUTENANTS I GRAY
MWOHTOSA D, BEE

S0 G, BARTLET

ST BOTATL

i I]rrlnrl.

Moo Capeaarad

MAJIE R 1B PADIDISON
CAPTAIN LMOC RYLANDS
FIEUTESANT R 1, HIGGS
WD (O8M N AMINTY
CSGTM UARPENTER

Ner 2 enaeerd

MAIGR C0 PARSLOW
CAPTAIN N M SMITH
LIELTTENANT L), EDAMOMDYS
WEHT(OSAR ) B IO ISTER
CRGT 1 DORLE

€ Maaerforensier
CAPTAIN IV LL LEADRETTER

Forgany Mugoor
DRUMMAMIR KO 1 TADHUNTER

MAJME AR 1 AKL

S Caloer M
SECONDLIEUTENANT A, WHITI
SECONDNAEUTENANT I DENK]S
WO OS5 M. BRY AN

Ol S WO TH

O ] 1 Mel 1CHD

Nor 2 apaerad

MAIOR AP B 1L AKI

CAPTAIN A D THORNED |
SECOND LU TENANT T MARSH
SO CCSA M GROMDW IS

5011 CGARDINER

Yoo of € rinaerad

MTATCHE W | SATNDIE IS
CAFTAIN K T AL
LIEUTENANTR. ALLES
WML 00 SA P MERERDICH
CNGNC WATTS

Revctneential sorgeant Mo

WM R G T RS

Fhaerradorraanrics

Widl K4 SONTHE R

feevand Neweiy €@ Bgpeliernis F0vpiceriorroaet

FHE CHAPEAIN GESERAL, THE VESERABLE ARCHDU ACON W | TSNS TSN OO MA

FLIRTLR T

REY € HE 10 yHS0 'jl I Noraer o Jr“l"'ll.ru.' Yratidly - uisk f psprse p
REN 5 LOWDEN BA Keren ©athoafee € e
HEN O WERE Maraedioere © Baapriionn

| =8



EX POND JUMP WEST - WAINWRIGHT CANADA

Just four days after the Presentation of New Colours
the Battalion was on the move to Canada, to exercise
on the excellent training facilities offercd by the
Canadian Forces Basc, Wainwright. Perhaps this is
what the Colonel in Chief had m mind when on
leaving the officers after their photograph he was
heard to say “Now vou can get back to proper
soldiering™.

The move of the Advance Party and Main Body
was via the Air Mounting Centre (AMC) at South
Cerney, this in itself provided a certain amount of
interest. The British Army has been moved by air
since World War [ but still the “movers™ can’t get it
right. Will the canoes (for adventure training) fit in a
Hercules? What constitutes Dangerous Cargo? All
these questions being discussed with the soldiers
sitting patiently awaiting a decision. It takes almost
twice as long to go from Canterbury to be processed
through South Cemey as it does to fly from Bnze
Norton to Edmonton in Canada. One final word on
the AMC, did you know that the il in your oil bottle
(part of the weapon cleaning kit) i1s dangerous cargo
and that you have to wash the bottle out with soapy

water so there is no trace or even a smell of oil. |
wonder how much fuel a VC10 carries?

Eventually we arrived in Wainwright, and went
straight into the training programme. There were
basically five phases, Coy training, a Coy Battle Run,
a Battalion Exercise, Adventure Training and R & R.
Coy Training took vanous forms, Coys used the
organised ranges firing all Coy weapons, then had a
period of dry training to practice the Battle Drills in
preparation for the Battalion orgamised Battle Run.
During this Coy Training period most Coys managed
to play some sport and to have a Bar-b-que or two. In
B Coy's case they seemed to orgamse so many
sporting competitions and Bar-b-ques it is doubtful
whether they had time for anything else.

The Battle Run consisted of a live finng defensive
phase and an Advance to contact. The Defensive
phase saw the Coys in prepared positions dealing with
a number of enemy attacks. the Coy supported 8 Bty,
29 Commando Regt. RA and our own mortars and
the enemy supported by the excellent Battle
Simulation of our own Assault Pioneers and our
attached troop of Gurkra Engineers. Close support

Coy '€ Group on the Battle Run.
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Fellow Travellers on the Bn exercise LOPL Traveller
MFC MOR PL, 5GT Traveller PL SGT D Cery,

#i 1
i’ﬂ :
" ¥ 4
The MC at the Bn Concert (is it really the RSM? ). Pie Adelantado - takes on the enemy
by the artillery took on a new meaning for I3 Coy in days saw the Baualion in defence, practising the
particular! Routine in Defence and patrol activity. B Coy also
This phase lasted to first light, from then on the practised fire fighting, a prairic blaze almost
Coys did an advance to contact with some two or engulfing their trenches. We were then put under
three attacks again supported by the Bty and the pressure by a strong enemy consisting of a
Mortars. The sheer size of the Wainwright training mechanised Infantry Cov and a Squadron of Cougar
arca made this Battle Run a great success. It is armoured cars provided by the Militia Officers
doubtful whether there is a training area in the UK or Training Course which fortunately was occupying
BAOR which gives such scope to carry out these live Camp Wainwright at the same time as the Battalion
firing exercises; in a way it was reminiscent of and 8 Bty RA This caused us to withdraw across a
BATUS. reserve demolition into a Batalion Concentration
The Adventure Training, although ornginally Area. The withdrawal across the Reserve Demolition
greeted with a certain amount of scepticism, was was enlivened by the excellent Battle Simulation from
eventually agreed to be a huge success. Everyone was our Gurkha Engineers culminating in the Bridge
offered a choice of canoeing. mountaineering and hill being blown literally in the enemy’s face. In the carly
walking with all the activities having fishing as an hours of the next morning
optional extra. the Battalion crossed the Battle River by wading or
The Battalion exercise, the first dismounted by rafts constructed by the Gurkhas and the exercise
exercise the Battalion has completed since our days in culminated in a Battalion Dawn Attack. Apart from
Shoeburyness in 1975-76 practised the Battalion in the last night and next morning when it poured with
most of the phases of war in just four days. A long rain the whole exercise was conducted in excellem
advance to contact and the occupation of a defensive weather, Seeing the storm clouds forming and the
position took the first day and night. The next two rain heading for the Battalion Orders Group will

i1
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remann in i lot of people’s memories, especially the
sight of the Recce Platoon Commander trying o
show o sketch map of the enemy position which
became sodden in a few seconds. Two davs work
hterally went down the dran

After cleaning up from the exercine the Battalion
held a “Maiwand™ Regimental Dav on the Sunday,
church service in the moming followed by an
Athletics Meeting in the afternoon. The meeting was
won by [2Coy. In the evening a Battalion concert was
MCd by that well known big cowboy “Big Rod
Hicks™. excellent dances from the Gurkhas were
spoilt when they asked all the Field Officers 1o tuke
part. Sketches from all platoons made for an excellent
evening. The whole dav finished with a Battalion
Har-h-gue

It was then time for some R & R before returning 1o
the UK. During this peried a  combined
Battalion/Battery Rugby Team toured Edmonton,
Calgary and Red Rock, they won some and they lost
some., but by all accounts [|11.' Bandd & gorod time,

||'Iﬂ'lll|:.h=1llll the exercise, Apart frism the Bunners
and sappers mentioned carlier. we were  ably

The Ciurkha Kukef Danee

supported b HI}.hI of Corelle he hicopters from the
Commando Hr:;_.,n.l-. Aar Sy and by incdividuals from
LB, | WESSEX. 21 SAS(V), 1 PARA. 5 Queens
and 67 Quecns. During the exercise we were
fortunate 10 have soldiers from our  affiliated
Canadian Regiment either o visit or o actually
exercise with us. Algonguin Regt. soldiers were on
the Miltia Training Courses taking place  at
Wainwright and Lincoln and Welland soldiers flew in
trom Niagra to be attached to our Covs. We were also
tortunate to have Lt. Col. Bernic Nehring the
Commanding Officer of the Lincoln and Wellands
visit us and subsequently return to the UK 1o continue
his visit in Canterbury. His foresight in having his
waterprood clothing at hand durning the "0 Group
deseribed earlier will also be long remembered. Our
own Brigade Commander. Brigadier Michael Lee
also visited us towards the end of the exereise, taking
the salute at the Beating Retreat held on the Saturday
alter the exercse. and wvisiting the  Adventure
Trammng Camp in Cadomin. He also managed to pet
in some fishing with the Commanding Officer before
returning to the UK with our Advance Party

C feorefr wagersr rece Waginwriodi Nicamipeede
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A FEW RAMBLINGS

Whenever [ have thought about Army orgamsed
adventure training activities, it has always been with
cynicism. Not about adventure traiming itself, you
understand, but about the unwritten law of nature
that makes unlikely the possibility of doing the
activity of your choice. Funmmpli. some years ago |
had to choose an adventure training course. My first
choice was parachuting, second was chmbing n
Norway, third climbing in Scotland. It should be no
surprise for you to learn that [ was in fact sent to
Gosport to get a Yacht Deck Hands Certificate. Ah!
the mysteries of the Army.

There is no malice in the system though - | know
this because 1 was responsible for sorting out [
Company's adventure training chowces pnior 1o
planned activities in the Rockies duning Exercise
Pond Jump West. You just cannot fit forty applicants
into twelve canoes - someone has 1o go trekking.

I was with group three. an unlikely group of
mountaineers (some had hoped o canoe, others just
to fish). but together we managed to combine our
uncertain enthusiasm and have a very enjoyable six
days in the midst of the Rockies.

On the map. our route looked short and simple. On
the ground it was difficult at best, impossible at worst

- and full of pine trees. However the joy of spending
six davs in complete solation was that yvou could
change the route to suit yourself {the other groups
found this out too!).

Base camp was established at the foot of Mi
Robson, which rises 1o a height of 962 feet.

Our base camp. beside a snow fed stream at about
GO0 ft put us above the rain clouds that we could see
soaking the valleys lower down - and the people who
had chosen casier fishing treks. We had a camp fire.
but no beer, earlier 'd had 1o explain that we couldn 't
pop down to a pub for a quick drink - there wasn’t
evien a house marked anvwhere on our map

Cpl. Irving and Ptes. Begley, Swift and Watts
decided quite quickly that they weren't cut out to be
mountaineers - and preferred o keep the goats and
deer in the valley company. However, with the help
of two instructors from the External Leadership Wing
of the LJLB the remainder of us attempted the climb
up Mt Robson. It was only o JKN) ft or so climb, but
the day was spent reconnoitering a route. and the
next d.rl. the assault started ot six in the morning
before the snow had chance to melt and become
unstable. Pres Wright, Taylor and Worthington were
novices, but in one day they became accomplished at
rope work, scree scrambling. rock climbing, snow
climbing. traversing {snow, rock and scree) use of an
we pick. and crossing Knife like snow capped nidges.

Pre Tavior completing a traverse around o 4000 fi cliff
topped scree slope.

Pre Worthington teving to find LCpl Edwards to get
tire arms kote opened,

The Stummic! 906211
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All of us later admitted to being scared suff - but at
the time we each decided to push on with the group
All were agreed it was worth the effort - 1 believe this
group made the highest climb of all the adventure
traiming groups 0 the Battalion, The view of the
Rockies from the 1 P waas, of course, Bimiasng

The Dinal three davs were spent lower down the
valley. and our time was occupicd by abseiling and
maoderately successtul cooking. Cpl. Irving's mititive
ancd abality to bateh a i bed o the ProClreme nt of our
evenings supply of beer which Pre. Swalt gallantly
saved. at the expense of a very cold sk ing, from
beme washed away ina mountain stream

Wluch laas been said about Camadianm beer - but after
Dive davs on all that fresh or, and after all than walking
and climbing, any beer would have refreshed 201 our

prarts not normally reached

EX MOPAN RAMPART VIl - BELIZE

B Coy was selected 1o participate in Ex Mopan
Rampurt in Belize in January 1952, The am of the
CXerCise was 1o practice the permanent based troops
n counterimsurgency operations. B Coy played the
rode of a leading Cov of a spearhead battalion being
seil o re-milorce the troops in and around Belize. the
arrival of reinforcements to be several davs later. A
SCCONAArY m was 1o see how long i ook for
unacchmatised soldicrs to become effective in the
Clirmsite

On  amival the Cov was  given  six  davs
acchmatisation irnnme during which OSM Minn
managed to include some drll in preparation for the
Colours Parade!

We then started the main exercise. 3 PL, with 11
Ancdy White i Commuand wis deploved o - Butchers
Roadar™ o defend the RAF. 5 P umder Command of
apl Call, L. Kobin Higes was i commumd at first but
e was “casevac alter 12 howrs, wis moreserve and
co=located with Cov HO in Willimmson's Hunear on
the tar side of the acbield ronway, & PLoumder the
Command of L. Tim O'Hare. wais deploved along
the river line m the jungle. This did nor please the P
Bel. Tt whao finally adomatted he really did nor like
crecpy crawhes very much™. T was with some relief
ot Dt that & Plwas re-deploved after 24 hoars o
strengthen the immediate defence of the aarhield!

Ihere wis some cocns acteon, provoaded b the
Crurkhas and members of the SAS. bul no-one gof o
the mrfeld |‘1r.'-:'ll1|:n. re sl sueeess woas back i the basg
camp. CSgt, Carpenter in the carlv hours of the

THAMTIRNE, Sl SOTNeesme i1||-Ll.'|II."||"' oimcthing o

0 pd Mefleres omr Bofize Tecrmrparg the Fioper ciers ool feslesoae
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telegraph pole. He challenged the intruder who made
to run off so the COMS shot him with blank, The
“enemy” lost his hat in the ensuing chaos and it was
one rather embarrassed SAS Sgt. who came to ask for
his hat back from one beaming COMS the next day!

After two days defending the airfield the Coy was
moved out 1o re-inforce the resident battalion up
country. During the move the heavens opened and it
rained almost continuously for 72 hours. The Coy had
to dig in on two hills. Twenty-four hours later it was
attacked by a large enemy force. It scemed certan
that the Coy HQ would be taken out when Sgt. Gill -
it was that Asian blood in him - sensing his OC was in
trouble led an excellent flanking attack which took
the enemy completely by surprise and caused heavy
casualties. Even the umpires were impressed! Having
beaten the enemy back, patrols were sent out to try (o
locate their position. Sgt. McLeod led one such patrol
and he returned to Cov HO in the dark of night
complaining that something had dropped from a tree
and bitten him on the back of the neck.

Cpl. Strong, the Coy medic, wanting to get his own
back on the Coy joker. told Sgt. McLeod that it was a
serious bite and that he only had three hours to live -
from the time of the bite! An ashen faced Sgt
collapsed in the OC's chair, but it was impossible 1o
keep faces straight for very long and Cpl. Strong had
to tell him that he had been “bitten” by a leaf or twig.

Pie Leivers and Pre Leeson carrving LOpl Kemp from
6/7 Ouweens in Belize.

The final phase of the exercise was the counter-
attack on the enemy position. This involved a mght
march. followed by a river crossing, followed by the
attack itself - up a very, very steep hill. Nothing was
too much for Battling Bravo and at 0815 hours, or
thereabouts, over the top we went. It took about an
hour to secure the various hills before the Reserve
Coy. an Engineer Sqn.. moved through us to take out
the final enemy position. The sun now reappeared
and everyone began to dry out on the hilltops

After the inevitable clean up the Cov had 4 days R
& R. Most soldicrs went o stay on one of the local
islands, the Platoon Commanders spent their time in
Miami whilst the OC and CSM went revisiting old
haunts in Belize City from their tour of Honduras in
1970, Old sweats! The Coy returned to Canterbury to
show off their suntans saying it had been a good,
worthwhile period of training.

Lessons learnt in Belize:

Pte Taylor - Keep a close watch on your cheque book.
Cpl. Htmn;__, Don’t dye your hair green - it's very
difficult to wash out.

Sgt. McLeod - Don’t play spoof against Capt.
Stanley.

Sgt. Tait - Don't play spoof against anybody.

CSM Minty - Don't get landrovers “on the cheap”
through Sgt. Stanley.

PUBLIC DUTIES FOR THE FARMER'S BOYS

by Captain J.M.C. Rylands

The Battalion was asked in February whether it
would be available in October to send a Company to
London to do Public Duties for three weeks, A rare
privilege. a chance to shine and an ideal opportunity
to show London that the Farmer's Boys can turn their
hand to anything. so of course we accepted.
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Most of September was taken up with drill. The
compaosite Public Duties Company had to learn a few
movements peculiar to Guard Mounting. The
soldiers learnt sentry drill and the officers learnt what
the RSM described as “Slack Officer Drill™ ie. the an
of patrolling in pairs on the Palace forecourt in the



The Civiard retireneng fo Wellingron Barracks,

untamlar Household Division manner. 18 should be
noted that the RSM. when using the word “slack™,
wiis reterning wo the method of dill. not 1o the officers
- well usually anvway! The Household Division sent
down a Dnll Sergeant w help us iron out the
anomolies of the Changing of the Guard procedure
and on 8th October the Public Duties Company
maoved up to Cavalry Barracks. Hounslow

During a 48 hour Guard the Company would be
spht into 3 detachments; the Buckingham Palace
Detachment. the St James’ Palace Detachment
{which together constituted The Queen’s Guard ) and
the Tower of London Detachment

We first mounted guard on Yth October taking over
from Ist Bn. Grenadier Guards. The march from
Wellington  Barracks 10 Buckingham  Palace
forecowrt was a nerve-wracking business considering
that the crowds were ten deep on either side lining the
route and most were frantically taking pictures. Our
nervousness wis mixed with great prade. Marching
along with the Colour ar the fore. the Band plaving
and cvervone watching (and even some applauding )
wins an occasion o swell evervone's regimental heart
Onee inside the forecourt the actual ceremony of the
Changing of the Guard took place. To the wnimitisted
it 15 a complicated parade with all the sentrics at
Buckingham Palace and at St. James™ Palace having
to change around. the Guardrooms taken over and
the orders read - all as a dall movement® That done
the old guard march hack 1o Wellington Barracks and
the new guard, now called The Queens Guard,
divide 10 the two detachments. The St James' Palace

k13

detachment march oft down the Mall 1o Friary Court
and the Buckingham Palace detachment march off 1o
the guardroom. Ar the same time the Tower of
London detachment takes over the Tower including
the Jewel Howse trom the off goimg guard. The main
difference for the Tower of London guard is that they
have a more tactical flavour to their duties. During
our guard spells there were two major alerts in the
Jewel House. This has interesting conseguences for
all sorts ol people. Steel doors come  down
automatically and seal all the wounsts insde, gnim
faced soldiers run out in all orders of dress and
undress brandishing rifles and leap into bushes and
L.t. Edmonds puts down his glass of port, switches off
his video and rings the Governor to find out what is
going on!

Alerts and imerrupted video films apart. the Tower
detachment  carned  themselves a0 very  good
reputation for thoroughness and enthusiasm in their
dutics. particularly in the mightly ceremony of the
kevs, So seriously did the Farmer's Boys carry out
their duties that RSM Hicks, who was on a
“gocdwill” wisit, found himself locked up in the
Tower for the night. Justice for all?

The actual routine of guarding the two Palaces is
Fairly straight forward and there was usually enough
time off. However when the Queen is in residence all
the guards are doubled up and the sentries carry out
double sentry drill. Sentry duty was, believe it or not,
i popular part of the day’s events, especially for the
S James’ Palace detachment. The tourists were
alwavs out i force and took a particular hiking o the



farmer’s boys looking very smart in their khaki
uniforms and white kit. Special mention is due to the
American who, testing the sharpness of a sentry’s
bayonet, cut his handglﬂ the bone; to the “snowy™ ":':"':"":_':*:_'f.
sergeant who sent a woman sprawling because she :
wouldn't get out of his way: and lastly to the fortunate
soldier who came off sentry duty with a pair of panties
{with written telephone number on them) hanging
out of his pocket!

President Mitterand’s State visit occurred duning
the Company’s tour of duty. The rest of the Battalion
came up to London to assist in the street lining. The
Company in particular had to be very alert in the
paying of compliments to the massive influx of
Royalty. Most of the soldiers saw the Queen and
many other royal personages. Major Lake. as
Captain of the Queen’s Guard, was fortunate enough
to be invited by the Lord Chamberlain to the Palace
to meet the Queen, the Colonel in Chief and
Monsieur and Madam Mitterand.

In conclusion it was a great honour to be chosen to
do Duties for three weeks and the Regiment made an
extremely good name for itself. Although everyone
enjoyed it we all agreed that we wouldn't want to doat
for a living. The Farmer's Boys rose to the occasion
splendidly and showed all London exactly how the
job should be done.

o ¥
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Crrard mouming in the Forecourt of Buckingham Palace.
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KAPE 1984

The Battahon ok the opportunity of sending a
KAPE (Keeping the Army in the Public Eve) Team
venn fowr in Berkshire and Wiltshire for the first week
n September. The List KAPE wur in Berkshire and
Wiltshire was durimg 19800, 2 iime | ag almost oo long
if the Hs,:_lmml 15 B0y TRt s strong limks with th
twor Countics. The KAPE Tour was in effect i serics
of Marches culminating in a Beating Retreat m some
ool thie tovw s of which the H.I.".ﬂirl'lfﬂl haes the Froedom

The programme was as follows:
Monday 3 September NEWBLURY
Puesday 4 September READING
Wednesday 5 September SWINDON and
WALLINGEORIY
ABINGDON
DEVIZES
SALISBURY

Unfortunately  time prevented the Team from
visiting Mandenhead and  Windsor, The Team
consisted of ) Company providing an Escort for the
Codowrs, the Band and Corps of Drums, a display
team from the Recce, Mortar and  Anti-Tank
Platoons and the Regimental Information Team
which is normally based at Devizes. Prior to the Tour
a ot of cffort was put mto its  publicity
Advertisements were put in local papers, hundreds of
posters were put up and TV, press and radio were all
contacted. It goes without saving that no KAPE Tour
i suceessiul unless it has plenty of good publicity and
the Regiment received excellent coverage after each
visit. Radio Wiltshire (Swindon), Radio Oxford and
Radior 210 all gave the tour wide coverage including
the plaving of 4 recording of the music from the
Beating Retreat. In Swindon the Freedom March
attracted  I'TN. BBC and Cable Television and
elsewhere all the Tocal papers reported the visits with
gonume interest.

A L.nlld crowid turmed up at Mewhury and among
the spectators were many Old Comrades SpHarting i
Roval Berkshire Regiment tic. Ttwas obvious that for
some the visit brought back happy memaories of
former service amd some ex Servicemen brought their
medals and scraphooks 1o show 1o the soldiers. After
the Beating Retreat which was antended by the
Charman of Newhury District Council, the Band and
Corps of Drums were entertained by the local British
[esmon Club.

At Reading the Beating Retreat ook place in
Forbury Gardens. The statue of the Lion which
commemorates the Battle of Maiwand and  pavs
trihute 1o the dhth Foor, was fitting hackeloth for the
occasion. The KAPE Team were grateful w2
WESSEX for use of Brock Barracks and in particulur
the Officers Mess where o Reception for the cmie

Thursday 6 September
Fridayv 7 September
maturday 8 September

Ly

Fa

authorities from Newbury and Reading were held.

On the Wednesday the KAPE Team visited both
Swindon and Wallingtford. In Swindon many soldier
wher had recently left the Regiment came to waich
Judging by the receptom given 1o the Regiment
atterwards it wis obwious that Swindon alwivs enjoys
these visits,

Wallingford s st the other end of the scale, but i
town with which the Regiment has always had very
chme nies. Although now  part of Oxfordshire,
Wallingtord has not forgotien its past connection with
Berkshire amd the Regiment, For aosmall town it has
an important hstorcal past. 1E was once the seat ol
government and has the orgmal mace. used as o
muodel for the one inthe House of Commons. We
conild net have wished Tor o more fricndly reception
or chosen i more pleasant setting for Buoating Rotreat
thitn below Wallingford's delightiul Town Heall

On the next di we visited Abingdon and had a
large crowd watching the Mavor take the sulute by the
County Hall and the Band and Corps of Drams Beat
Retreat in the Market Place. The Team changed in
Abimgdon School, which has produced a4 number of
officers for the Regimemt inchuding Colonel Jones,
Capt. Bowkett. Lt Marsh and Lt Allen! The Mavin
catertained the whole Guard, Band and Corpw of
Drums after the event and thanked evervbody who
ook part: a gesture that was much appreciated, At
Devizes. the crowd wis probably the bigeest of the
week, not surprising in view of the strong connections
that the Regiment has with this beautiful market
town. The Wiltshire Regiment had us Depot L
Marchant Barracks and now 1| WESSEX has its
Headguarters and o Company based there. The
Regimental Association has g strong Branch in
Devizes. many present and former members of the
Regiment were among the spectators, strategically
plaved near the Bear Flogel!

The List vesit of the week was w Salisbury and
naturally the march started from the RHOQ and
Muscum in the Cliwe and the Beating Retreat ook
plaice. on the Cathedral Green. Despite  carlier
showers, the weather remvoned kind and many ol
those attending the Regimental Association Reunion
remanned 1o watch. Like all the other wowns visited
the people of Salisbury seemed very pleased o have
the chance tosee their County Regiment. The week s
tour. althoogh busy amd e short in some wine,
cnabled the Regiment to renew its links with these
lowal and friemcdly owns and for the public oy ew the
Regiment. For those members of the Regiment wha
ook part i the twour. mowas o privilege o be made so
werlcome mosoomamy diflerent lowns
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contact the Naafi
Insurance Branch at

For more details write to the car sales manager

at Naafi: College House

Upper College S5t

__Nottingham NG1 5EN
England

Masfi Headguarters, Imperial Court,
Kennington Lane, London SE11 50X,
England.
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A COMPANY

e returnmg from Crossmaglen the Company has
undergone almost @ complete change of
persomalities. Major Stone handed over m Linuary 1o
Major Lake. USM Godwin and Set. Christian joined
trom the COP plaoon and CSge. North from
mandhurst, Set. Cox armived in December and 2000
sonith in Jamary . Platoon commuanders courses and
Brecon courses for three months at a tme have
awsed  turbulence amd  the  preparation for the
Colours  Parade  meant thatr truimng  has been
fragmented

Cireenhum Common with C Company for aweek in
February will stick in people s minds for a long time as
the mud did 10 our boots. The Company wis
reinforced by the Drums plitoon, The  fullowing
week was spent at Lvdd and Hyvihe on the ranges, in
limited Battalion skill at arms mecting.

A trip o Sennvbridge wies the highlight of March,
the Company spent a profitable period on field firng
while Headguarters organised and ran the combined
south East and Souwth West Districts” GPMG
concentration. Apnilsaw the Company sharpening up
as i result of two weeks on Spearhead standby and
two weeks on the 2 Infantry Brigade exerose Second
spring on Salisbury Phain. During the exercise we

were debghted oo win the Brigade inter-company
combat hitness test o truly outnght manner, this
success beng matched by o team of private soldiers
from the Company, led by Pre., now LOpl. Kerr,
winning the orienteering event set for the Battalion
by Brigade HO s part of the annuasl mspection.

Adter the Apnl spell of trunmg the run up o the
Bith June parade commenced m oearnest, Broken onls
by i deployvment to the home counties tor i bricl and
movel home defence exercise, The Colours Parade
wars magnmificent and the entire dav was memaorable
foar aall Fimks,

Ex Pond Jump West m Winnwnght., Canada,
succeeded as aowelcome and wholly effective retum
tonormality charactenised by much hard working and
much “hard ™ play . Our sequence of trimng provided
the near wheal progriomme and a good time wais hod by
all, Ohur sighits aore now Girmly seton the Peblic [uaties
commitment which mvelves most of the Company
wiilh the Band and Dmims.

Smice arriving back from Canada the Company has
received 23 new soldiers all of whom we weleome and
WL MY Enui-. forward oo pormod of relatve seabilisy i
Cyprus, alben, sadly, without our Gumilics

B COMPANY

The Company had i very busy period after returning

from Northern Ireland with trips to Gireenham
Commaon in November, Belise in January . Hyvthe and
Lvdd m  Februarv/March.  Salisbury Plain  in
Apnl/May and Canada in June/July. September saw
members of the Company in Germany on Ex
Lionheart. others helpmg out with the KAPE tour
and sull others proppimg up A Company as they
prepared fora sont of Public Duties, During October
we  assisted D Company who were giving
demonstrations at Sancdhurst and went to the PTA @t
Stanford, o act as civilian population on
exerese This lett just a few of the Company 1o attend
the JNCOs Cadre and do duties in Canterbury,
November wis surprisingly gquiet and in Decembeer
we depart for Cyvprus where we expeet 1o by part of
the UN foree in Nicosaa until March.

Phe morale of the Company s high alter o
stccesses i Battabon compenitions. It oas gowsd 1o
witte that we have ot come lewer than second inam
compennon, Our bigeest suceess was in The ke ol
Fdinburgh’s Platoon Competmion when 3P took st
place and 6P second place. Another Girst, which owes
much 1o CSM Mimiy was our selection 1o be the
Facort 1o the Colours for the Presentation of New

B

Colours Parade. This was indeed a great honour and
the wise choiee of the RSM was splendidly rewarded
on the day,

Our congratulations must go to S Gill who led
SP1 o a0 most proseworthy win i the Duoke ol
Edinburgh’s Competition. Set, Tan amd 6P chased
him very hard and the winning platoon was not
known until the result of the tinal test was published
The whole Company put up @ very good showing in
this keenly comested  competition and are 1o by
congratulated
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Since November 1983 the wrnover within the
Company has been prolific with over 50 new arrivals.
Of our departures, Major Briard has gone 1o
Warminster, ex CSM Turner is now ROMS, Lt
(’Harc has gone to Lichfield, Lt. Higgs to learn to
fly. Lt. White to Crickhowell, CSgt. (now C5M)
Carpenter is in Northern Ireland, Cpls. Vincent and
Herbert are now Sgts. and employed elsewhere in the
Battalion, LCpls. Wardall. Stanyer, Dartnell and

Fraser are now civilians as are several private soldiers
indluding Davis 24, Woolford, Hardy and Haywood.
Lealman 72 and Morris have got married. One sad
departure was that of Pte. Rickard to civilian life as a
result of a most unfortunate eye accident he received
in Canada. Rickard is a tremendous character who
will be sorely missed by all members of the Company
and we all wish him the very best in civilian life.

The OC and CSM B Coy showing their mtuscle in a tree-chopping competition -

or is the CSM trving to bury the hatcher?!

C/SP COMPANY

Always a complicated and enigmatic organisation
C/Sp Company has undergone many changes in its
structure during the past year. The return from NI
was the main cause for these changes, The anti-tank
platoon returned to the Company having done gallant
service in Crossmaglen with A Company and the
COP, 8P1 and the fourth section of Mortars were
dishanded. On the plus side under the new
organisation a Reconnaissance Platoon has been
formed and the Corps of Drums are being trained as
Assault Pioneers.

Reorganisation completed., the different platoons
have all worked hard and done well at their own
thing. The Company has had its bit of wire watching
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at Greenham Common and formed No 3 guard on
Colours Presentation Parade. The highlight of the
vear was Ex Pond Jump West where all the platoons
enjoved putting the year's work to good use.

The Company. now in the capable hands of Major
Nigel Walker. who has dropped in from 5 Airborne
Brigade. is beginning to prepare for Cyprus. We have
said farewell 1o Major Westlake who is in London,
Major Parslow who is now Bn 21C, WOII Smith
now a civvie, CSgl. Navarro and finally Captains
Rylands and Smith alias ““the long and the short™. We
welcome to the Company Capt. Thornell, Lt Davis
and WOII Morgan who takes over as CSM.
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Phe start of the new sear brought o new OC, Magor

Sanmders, and @ onew progrimme of forthaomins

events, At the ond of Limuary the ompany deployed

to Stanford Traming Arca o act as the cvilian

papulation for 1 STAFFORDS who were about 1o

start thear fmal exercise before being deplowved 1o

4 svouth Armagh for four months. The Company's

i recent experence i that arca hefped womake then
f UMY IL"-I!IH_'.!' and resilistie

i Fromming periods it Hythe and Lydd followed in

February, At Hyvthe. 1P won the inter-plation

{ Shooting Shicld. although Sgr. Baty, their Plinoon

| sergeant lost the mdividual prise inoa shoot off with

LCpl. Spence. At Lvidd. the Company prepared for o

future spell on SPEARHEAD with Northern Treland

J very much in mind. In April a large number of the

i Company went o Germany e watch the Battalion

— Boxing Team fight | KINGS in the Army final. The

CSM, W02 Mcehrlich. had been traning the team

S throughout their suecessful run and it included 1.6 pl

Cravle's knockout probably gave more pleasure than

any ather bout as he won against the | KINGS captain

e Woliere aof Crreseralranems € camvirnesne simid seemingly unbeatable “Me T Pres. Bostm ol




Jones did exceptionally well in the Army Individual
championship by both reaching but losing in the
finals.

Before departing to Salisbury Plain for Exercise
Second Spring, the Company contested the Nines
Cup. Sgt. Traveller and the OC had ensured the team
would not be unprepared and our training paid off
when both the *A" and ‘B team won convincingly
with Cpl. Chapman being second overall. After
returning from Second Spring, preparation began n
carnest for the Presentation of New Colours. The
Commanding Officer nominated D Company as No <
CGuard.

All the hard work, rehearsals in the rain and threats
were rewarded on the 8th June by beautiful weather
and a memorable day for all those who were lucky
enough to be present, either on or off the square.
Three days later as soon as the marquees were taken
down, the Advance Party left for Canada.

The six week training exercise at Camp Wamwright
wias a much needed change after the concentrated
drill for the Colours Presentation. D Company went
straight from Edmonton Airport to Cadomin in the
Rockies where the Battalion Adventure Training
Camp was based, The Company spht down into ten
expeditions which specialised in erther

I Plagoon af Crreenbraem Comenon.

mountaineering, trekking, abseiling or canoeing and
all included some fishing. The Company was
fortunate in having some excellent instructors and
good weather, All the expeditions tested the soldiers
in some capacity and gave everyone a chance to se¢
how remote and beautiful the Rockies are. After a
week in Cadomin, the Company moved onto
Wainwright to rejoin the Battalion for traiming.

On returning from Canada, the Company had a
well earned period of leave in August and
September left for Warminster and the start of the
KAPE tour. Wherever the KAPE team travelled.
many serving and ex serving members of the
Regiment, came to watch. The highlight of the week
was the last night at Salisbury and for many of those
participating their first chance to visit the RHO and
Museum.

The Company has seen many changes over the year
with CSgt. Waus leaving and Capt. Tomlinson, Capt.
Waort and Capt. Wardle all failling to make the grade
as Company 21C. We shortly say farewell to WO?2
Mehrlich who leaves us to be RSM of the Detachment
in Dhekelia during our forthcoming Cyprus Tour and
wish him good luck in his new appointment. Finally
we welcome Lt. Barlow as Company 210, WO2 Beet
as CSM and CSgt, Luker as the COMS.

)






NOTES FROM THE MESSES

OfMicers Mess

The Mess has held many functions during the year,
the haghlight of which was the luncheon on 8th June.
There were 450 guests who included the Honorary
Colonel of the Lincoln and Welland Regiment and
two officers from the Algonguin Regiment, the
Battalion’s two affiliated Regiments in Canada, In
the evening a Ball was held for 260 people. Al
midnight there was a temporary pause while
everybody watched a firework display. This was a
particularly poignant moment as it marked the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the formation of the
Regiment.

Guests of the Mess during the year have included
the C in C UKLF, the GOC SE District, the Brigade
Commander of 2 Brigade. the Mayor of Canterbury
and the Vice Chancellor of Kent University. A less
formal but important function took place on 7th April
when Captain Husband RN, the Captain of HMS
Vernon officially opened the Vernon Room.Much
work had been done to convert a rather drab looking
room into a bar with a Naval flavour so that n
resembled the inside of an old ship. Captain Husband
and his wife and four other members and their wives
from HMS Vernon were invited to spend the week-
end as guests of the Mess. On the Sunday a Treasure
Hunt was organised which involved Mess cars driving
around the Kent countryside following vanous clues.
A party on 12th March was hosted by Major Holmes
as he bade farewell to the Mess and a buffet lunch on
30th July was held to say farewell to Captain and Mrs.
Boileau-Goad and Captain and Mrs. Baynham.

Amongst our visitors in Canada, who were all
suitably entertained. were General Trant, Brigadier
Lee and Licut Colonel Bernic Nehring, the present

Visit of Captains McVearv and Kennedy of the
Algonguin  Regimeni Presentation  from the
Conmmraneling €fficer

Commanding Officer of the Lincoln and Wellands.
one of our affiliated Canadian Regiments.

There have been many comings and goings in the
past vear. Majors Stone, Westlake, Titley. Briard.
Holmes and Sylvester have all gone to parts various,
whilst Major Pook left on promotion. Captain Wort is
Adjt. 1 WESSEX., Captain Boileau-CGoad has joined
the Staff, Captain Tomlinson is instructing at RMAS,
Captain Wardle is on loan service in the Oman and
Captain Baynham has joined the Int. Corps.
Amongst the subalterns, Lt. O'Hare is at Lichficld.
Lt. White at Crickhowell, Lt. Robin Higgs s learning
to fly and Lt. Chris Higgs has returned as a civilian to
Jamaica. Those who have taken their places include
Majors Parslow, Saunders, Paddison. Lake, Walker,
and Steevenson, Captain Cook and Lits. Barlow,
Davies, Marsh, Smith and Biddulph

WOs and Sgts Mess

With the end of the successful Northern Ireland tour
and a well deserved leave period, the Mess social
activities were severely hampered by the surprise
move to Greenham Common. However Christmas
activities got under way with the Christmas Draw and
the wives Christmas Dinner on the week ending 10/11
December 1983,

The 1983 Ferozeshah Ball was held at Old Park
Barracks, Dover. The principle guest was the Colonel
of the Regiment, also invited were members of the
Regimental Committee, all past Commanding
Officers and Regimental Sergeant Majors of the
Battalion since 1959. The ball was a resounding
SUCCESS.

The pinnacle of the vear was the presentation of
New Colours. Lunch was taken after the parade on
the sports field in the form of a beer garden. During
the lunch the RSM was sighted smiling, if this was due
to the relief or the Heineken that refreshes the parts
that other beers cannot reach, we will never know.
On completion of the afternoon activities high tea
was taken prior to the Ball in the evening. The Ball
itself was an evening to be remembered with over 400
past and present members and their guests attending.
The champagne breakfast was well attended. (We all
now look forward to the next Ball in 25 years time. )

Shortly after the presenatation of New Colours
parade., we were back in Camp Wainwright in Canada
after an absence of 14 years (there have not been too
many changes in 14 vears). Due 1o the traiming
commitments, adventure training and R & R the
Mess social life was restricted. The Canadian WOs
and Sgis. Mess made us most welcome shortly after
arriving. Prior to the departure from Canada the
Beating Retreat was held followed by a Bar-b-gue.



All the fricnds we had made during the wur were
mvited.

This period has been the vear of farewells. A
number of Regimental Dinners have been held 1o say
farewell 1o the following members: WO2s Dave
Culladine, Brian Smith, Steve Cole. Alee Breem.
CSgts. Miguel Mavarro, Len Pearce, Nick Haines.
Tony Pinnell, Sgis. Pete Bungav, Vie Collier, Ray
Rose and Henry Clifton. We wish them well and their
familics all the very best for the future

We would like o congratulite the following on
their promotions: WO2 Dave Beet, CSgis. Dennis
Moloney, Paul Meleod. Joe Le Strange. Trevos
Gardiner. DMaj. Richard Tadhunter, Sgis. Bill
Evans, Kevin Herbert, John Parks, Mark Nicholson.
Richard Vincent. Graham Guddy, Gerry Decarteret,
Ray Fisher, Martin Trueman and Malcolm Linle,

Finally we would like to congratulate WOT (RSM)
Bill Sherman on being selected for the RSM of the 15t
Battalion in March 1985, and also WO?2 Fedricks on
being selected for promotion to WO in |85,

Cpls. Mess

W84 has been a busy year. On return from the
Northern Ireland wur, plans were made for the
Christmas Draw which was held in the MT Hanger on
Ard December. This was a very successful evening,
maost members deciding that ice was not required for
their drinks

The Mess has managed 0o organise  several
functions on o repular basis. including a foothall
match against the WOs and Sgis, Mess, the Cpls.
commg oul convincing winners. Other  functions
meluded a Regimental Dinner night to say farewell to
LCpl. Barry Shears and o wish him well in his futore
employment  after 22 vears service o the  Ist
Battahion, the Mess thank im for the presentation of
asilver plate which is now displiaved in the Mess,

The high pownt of the vear was the Presentation of
Colours 1o the Battalion. The Mess held i Ball which
took the form of a Disco, a Group and a comedian.
The Ball wemt extremely well and wis well suppeorted
b Mess members both past and present. Cpl. Raory
Melntyre is wondering if e is ever going to get off the
Mess committee but still has a long way to go o beat
Cpl. Jimmy Wright's tour as PMC. The Mess has
played o number of games nights against the WOs and
Sgts Mess, the Evenhill public house and the Vimy
Lodge RACHH who presented us with two shiclds. On
return from Canada we plaved the Officers Mess at
cricket. We scored 228 for 5 off 25 owvers, and then
dismissed the OFficers Mess for 66 all out

Finally we would like to congratulate the following
on ther promotions: Sgis. Tar, Giddy, Vincent,
Herbert, Evans, Little, Gibbs, Truman, We now look
forward o our six months UN tour in Cyprus and
hope all Mess members have o suceessiul 1985

SPORT

FOOTBALL

The Battalion football team reformed after the NI
tour_ had a convincing 540 win over 2 Gren Guards in
the first round of the Army Football Challenge Cup.
The second round saw us again winming convincingly
A0 against 3 Para. In the third round we were drawn
agamst the Guards Depot. After Wminutes the score
was 1-1. during extra time we were awarded a
penalty. Unfortunately this wis missed as were many
other chances. The Guards Depaot cime out eventual
winners scoring with the last kick of the match,

The Infantry Cup, was the competition that we had
set our sights on for  the  [Y83/81  season
Unfortunately this was not to be our vear. In the first
Fowmd we were drawn agamst Last vears winners of the
competition 2 R Irish, In the first minute of the game
2 R Irish ook the lead with a well executed goal. As
hall bme was approaching. a good build up from
defence resulted in us leveling the score. The seeond
half proved 10 be an exciting 45 minutes with the
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Battalion winning 3-2. Our second round match wis
against 3 LI at home, The game was plaved at a
ferocious pace with a gale force wind blowing. The
first half honours were even. The Battalion was out
played in all departments during the second half and
lost a disappomting game 540,

D to our geographical position at Canterbury it is
not possible to play ina military lcague. Nevertheless
we have played a considerable amount of matches
agamnst both service and civilian clubs, making many
friends along the way.

The Battalion football team has lost many of its
stalwarts due 1o retirement and discharges. We have
said farewell o the following on discharge - Sgt.
Richardson, Cpl. Kirkland, LCpl. Peake and Pie
smith.

D to the forthcommg Cyvprus tour we have not
entered any of the major competitions this VT
However we hope toplay as many matches s possible
at Coy level.



1Y Company's siccessful Nines Cup Team.

RUGBY

Despite the pessimism of Capt. “Wally”™ Wont for
Moonrakers Rughy, shown in what was virtually an
epitaph printed in last years’ Journal, this season has
turned out to be one of the best in a very long time.
Not only did we win some silver but we also
completed an excellent tour in Canada,

We are sad to see Capt. “"Wally” Wort depart for a
period with | Wessex (RV), he was a great asset to the
Club and did much to keep it on its’ feet, His
pessimism was borne of frustration. The current
Captain, Coach and author shared his feelings seeing
great potential in the Battalion but being unable to
exploit it. Enthusiasm and drive are not enough -
Support is necessary for success.

The Club saw the return of Maj. *Barry”Paddison
at the beginning of the scason and s great
expectations were not unfounded. He became Rughy
Officer, nstigated a Committee, and has been
instrumental in our success this season. We are also
able to rejoice in the return, for the new season. of
Maj. “Nigel” Walker who is to continue to play and is
already looking in great form. We lhikewise welcome a
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number of new recruits. They are badly needed to
replace some of the stalwarts who have recently left
on either a permanent or temporary basis. Lt. (Chris}
Higgs, Cpl. (Andy) Holmes, LCpl. (Ginge) Dartnell,
Pte's (Curly) Haywood and (Brummy) Davis have all
left the Army, whilst Lt. (Robin) Higgs has gone 1o
the Army Air Corps and Cpl. Ellison has been
posted. We have also lost Lt (Andy) White, Lt
(Harry) O'Hare, CSgt. (Dennis) Moloney, Cpl.
{ Fozzie) Foster and Cpl. {Dave) Tucker for up to two
years. We look forward to the return of the latter
group, thank them all for their efforts on and off the
field and wish them luck for the future.

On the field we won the SE District Seven - aside
Championships, reached the Ouarter Finals of both
the fifteen - a - side SE Dist. Cup and the seven - a -
side “Courage” Army Finals, and had an excellent
four match tour in Canada. Ten friendly games were
plaved in England. three lost and seven won, the
highlights being a hard fought 14 - 6 win against
“Foxhounds™ LJLB at the beginning of the season, an
epic match agamst Kent University winning 22 - 21
and an emphatic 18 - 0 win against Depot Regt. RE.



fdesirred

Vewm, Wirstniers 5
Championsiip

Stevenx A

BOXING
Lhe Inter Company Competition did not take place at
the end of 1983 so it left the Boxing Team with no new
talent of note. It was decided that the Noviee Team
which had boxed so well over the last three Vs
should be wpgraded to Intermediate. Traming
commenced i earlv November, and with Christmas
leave there was just enough time 1o reach peak fitness
B fore the first contest on the [st Febr Lary against the
Ind Battalion The Roval Anglian Regiment. The
Poachers were very confident since they had the same
team that reached the Army Final in 198531 With 3
home venue and the Batalion in fine voice the g hit
wis ours and we ran out winners by cight bouts 1o
LRIRL S

Phe UK Final was against the 2nd Battalion Roval
Green lackets  at Tidworth I'he
accommodated with the sy Batalion the Gloweester
Resiment at Twdworth, The Final lived upr ten s hilling
and our supenior fitness and aggression gave us an
cight 1o onge vigtory over strong cHppsesibon. MNotahle
bouts were LOpl. Paul Tollificld whoe had
sevenieenth win for the Bn. Team. 1.Cpl. Bob [ynch
who ran rimes around hs opponent, and Pre. Paol
Brvan who had o hacd fighe aeaanst 1 ||||'|I'|'|I_'|'h.|||'|
Pre. Ewera Ledester had the only KO of the night

P'he Team were once aeaim in the Army Final, bui
Efis tamme an a new class. aganst the Ist Battalion The
Kings Regiment who had won the BACOR side of the
compettion, Afler an oxcinng cvening, the
Battahon Team well supported by astrong contingent
fromm Canterbury . we lost I'-:-. six o= o thiee

Although the team had Bmshed s competition
segson,  mdividuals were entered the  Armn
[mdvidual  Intermediate Championships,  Sotahle
sucoesses wiere; Pre, Jones at Bantamweight and Pie
Bastn at Lightweight. both st in the final. Pe

LR Wl

fis

with
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Bryan represented the Armv against the Navy in the
team match and won his bout enabling the Army 10
win the Inter Services Championship for the first time
I SCVET Years

Resulis

2nd Battalion Roval Anghan Regimeni
Final won eight bouts 1o one

2nd Battahion Roval Green Jackets -
cight bowts o one

st Battalion Kings Resimment
baoits o three

'K Semm
LK Fanal waon

Army Fimal lost six

IR ANGLIAN 2 Ri:] 1 KINGS

LOpl. Tollafickl LCOpl Tollaficld Pre. Worrall
Pie. Worrall Pre. Worrall LCpl. Tollafield
Pie. Hastin Pre. Bastn Fre, Basun

Pre. Tindill
Pree, MeGanley
[.Cpl. Lvnch

| {-]"IE Canpwlye
Pre. Ledeister
Pie. Allen

Pte. Coonmbs

Pee. Tindill
LOpl. Lyvnch
e Coombs
LOpl. Gavle
Pre. Ledmsier

Pie. Tindall
LLpl. Lynch
Pie. Brvan
LOpl. Cavle
Pre, Coombes
Pte .ﬁ-‘!'_{.l.tllll.':‘.
Pte, Allen

P ."I.jl_"..;:ll.a'lﬁ".
Pre. Allen

e Bevan/ Werr Meefilic e



LUK LF Winners with The Cup.

1.Cpl Lynch inaction LCpl Gavle in action.
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BN TUDC SQUAD 1983 BRONZE MEDALISTS
UKLFFINALS

Back row L w0 R: Pre Swck, Pie Dick, LCpt
Hamelton, Pre Smith. Front Bow £ o R LCpl Flay,
Pre Bafl, Pte Whtitehurst,

JUIMD)

The BN JUDO Team has had little time to train this
vear but managed 1o enter the 1983 UKLF
Championships at Bulford. After last vears suceess in
the Army Championships it was hoped that the team
could maintain the previous high standard. This vears
team consisted of LCpls” Hamilton and Flay, Pres
Stock, Dick. Smith. Ball. and Whitehurst.

The Championships were split in two due o the
small entry and this enabled our reserves o fight
against the Scots Guards and 9 Ordnance Cov in the
MOrning.

The Afternoon saw the UKLF Finals  but
unfortunately it did not go as we had hoped. The BN
Team was defeated 4-1 by Depaot Para who went on to
tuke Ist place beating last vears winner Depot RA
We ended up taking 3rd place after a hard banle
agannst Depot RA which we lost 3-2. The BN Team

]

was again congratulated on s aggression during
fighes and was unlucky not to gain a Silver Medal,

The Battalion sull has a good grounding in the
Novice section and has the capability 1o produce
some medal winners in the next few vears

SMALLRORE CLUR

The 1983/84 season started off slowly with the
Members scattered across the World on operational
commitments preventing us from entering the Winter
League. Shooting however started in earnest during
January 1954 with the team getting rid of the cobwels
i their barrels. Due to postings the team suffered the
loss of Mapor A, Briard who s now a1 the School of
Infantry with Major (OM) ). H. Peters MBE and o
our cost shooting well. Also Major W.V, Holmes
departed but WO2 N Minty and WO2 D, Morgan
have returned.  The following  members  shot
throughout the season representing Army A and 'R’
Teams against Counties; Capt. Freelove, W02
Minty. LCpl. Dennison, Cpl. Sutherland., Set. Rose.,
Fre. Kitchener, Pre. Speck and Capt. Beale BEM
(ves the Pavmaster).

Results were varied, We were second in the Uni
Team  Smallbore  Target  Rifle  Championship.
winners South Fast District and second in the NSRA
Regular - Army Match. In the Regular  Army
Individual Capt Freelove was Sth, L.OCpl. Dennison
tth and L.OCpl. Gibhs 1ith,

Future events will be shooting for the “Stag” Trophy
kindly presented o the Batalion by Major ( Rend) P
Martin MBE. All our thanks to Capt. Beale BEM for
his support in the umpirng and signimge so many cands
throughout the scason, a thankless task but he had a
shoot i the end

Finally a fond frewell to Sg1. Rose who has in the
past given so much of his time and support 1o the
team. We all wish him every success in civilian hife.
shooters never die they only fade away,



THERE WAS AN OLD MAN IN PERU....

by

Lt. Col. C. Tremellen

Sometimes it does pay to volunteer! [ did early in 1983
and so spent the summer months in Peru in charge of
a small group of soldiers administering a 60 strong
archaeological expedition, Why soldiers? Well, the
expedition was excavating Inca sites in a remolte
valley high in the Andes and our expertise was needed
to run the base camp. We were living amongst the
poor but colourful Indians at 7,500 feet. surrounded
by the most spectacular scenery with huge mountains
and rivers rushing along to join the Amazon, [t was
also an adventurous training exercise which, for me.
included a very unconventional incident. ..

One unusually drzzly Saturday morning | had been
spud bashing and baking bread in camp when Captain
Lyn Bruce our OA nurse, announced that a pregnant
“Campesino” living way up the valley was in labour
and the father had come for help. Lyn was looking for
someone to go with her, so | offered. Shortly after, at
12.30, we set off at a cracking pace led by the young
man. We climbed up over the steep saddle and along
the trail which followed the Cusi Chaca river. The
Valley climbed steadily with the mountains on either
side reaching up to 15,000 feet and towering almost
vertically above us. The higher peaks had permanent
glaciers on them. The narrow boulder-strewn track
ahead cut a scar across the side of the mountain. After
4 miles hard walking, an hour later, we arrived
puffing and wet at the shack. Inside several women
were grouped around the 16 year-old girl who had by
then been in labour over 24 hours. As a father of 3
even | could see that we were nevertheless in for a
long wait.

While Lyn examined the mother [ sat near the open
door on an excruciatingly hard bench, in a howling
draught, and ook stock of my surroundings. The

Lt Col. Tremellen by Inca Terrace Wall.
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house was made of mud bricks with a galvanised iron
roof - up-market from the normal thatching - and the
room was some 15 feet by 10. The floor was bare carth
and the remnants of a fire smouldered in one corner.
There was no light and no window and the only
recognisable piece of furniture was the bed on which
the girl was now cradled in her husband’s arms. There
were some crude platforms which served for a second
bed and storage area and some flimsy shelves
halancing on wooden stakes driven into the walls. A
variety of bits of plastic shecting were pinned to the
rafters and a line supported a collection of mostly
home-spun garments. The prized possessions were
clearly the religious picture which formed the
centrepiece of a sort of shrine on one wall and an
ancient sewing machine.

Looking out through the door | could see the
clouds rolling up and down the mountainside. Hens
and a fine cockrel came within my view followed by
pigs and a boar which spent a full minute adding his
contributions to the pools of water just oulside. A
small boy appeared and followed suit and next two
donkeys and a sad looking shaggy dog with
impossibly matted coat walked past. A large brown
long-tailed sheep was brought and tethered just out of
sight. Minutes later Lyn, returning from next door
with a pan of warm but mud coloured water, said the
sheep was already killed and being skinned. | walked
to the other house to investigate and found a man
squatting in the middle of a smoke-filled room
surrounded by scurrying guinea-pigs and watched by
a toddler, deftly skinning the sheep. The celebratory
feast was being prepared.

As dusk approached Lyn decided to return to camp
for some instruments to assist the mother. We arrived
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back with the dark. had a quick a quick meal and set
oft onee more. It was pitch black now. Wet and suff
we chimbed the saddle with linle enthusiasm and
shpped and stumbled along the track which the rain
had turned into a miniature stream. The poing wias
slow and 1t was nearly two hours later when we
weanly reached the houwse. The room was now lit by a
single home-made paraffin lamp. The exhausted
father sull supported his wife who was fully clothed
and remained so throughout and jumped off the bed
with cach contraction. There were now eight of us in
the room and a continual coming and going - the
goings invariably accompamnied by o request 1o use my
torch.

Soon  after mudnight  the  squatting mother,
surrounded by the entire roomful. except me. and
still supported by the husband. gave birth to a boy

Those first cries were preated with reliel and
excitement. According to custom the baby Liv, with
placenta sull attached. on a filthy sheepskin on the
draughty floor while the women tended 10 the
mother. Hall an howr later it was the baby's turn and
the local medicine man made o et the cond with o
broken pece of pottery until Lyn persuaded him to
use her seissors. but old thread was taken o tie the
end. The babe was then handed to the “senior”
woman who washed him so vigorously 1 thought his
head would fall off, Next he wis dressed and bound
tightly in laver after laver until he was guite rigid like o
little “mummy™. Then there was elaborate play of
sewing up hos mouth, the significance of which cluded
mae. At last. at 130, he was laid beside the girl and we
coubd relax. We were imvited 1o stay the might but in
such  uncomfortable surroundings  dechned  their
hospitality and set off back o camp. The raim was now
upping down and as we groped along the almost
unrecognisable track we pondered the wisdom of our
decsion. Soon hoth our torches were reduced 1o 2
mere glow. My new batteries had been dramned by all
the use during the evening. Using only one torch at a
time we crept along. eves straiming to pick out the il
and wary of the precipitous drop to the river on our
left. We tnpped. stumbled and missed our path
several times and | debated whether 1o just shelier
under a rock until dawn. Evemually we reached the
saddle and descended 1o more Bimiliar countryside
but it was ncarly 4.00am when we slithered exhausted
diown the steep slope and into camp.

It had been an extraordinary, unforgetiable
expenence and wis certainly an adventure, albein of
dubious training value!

THE FUNCTION OF THE EXECUTIVE

As nearly evervone knows. the Exccutive has
practically nothing to do except 1o decide what has 1o
he done, 1o tell someone to do it to listen o the
reasons why it should not be done. why it should be
done by someone ¢lse, or why it should be done in a
different way; to follow up 1o see if the thing has been
done, to discover that it has not, 10 enguare why, to
listen to excuses from the person who should have
done it. to follow up again to sce if the thing has been
done. only to discover that it has been done
incorrectly, to point out how it should have been
done. to conclude that as long as it has been done o
may as well be left as it is: to wonder if it 1s not time o

q_'r

zel rid of the person who cannot do a thing right: to
reflect that he probably has a wife and a large family.
and that certainly his relicf would be as bad if not
considerably worse: to consider how much simpler
and better the thing would have been done if one had
done it onesell in the first place: to reflect sadly that
one could have done it oneself correctly i twenty
minutes, and as things turned out, one has to spend
twor days 1o find out why it has taken three weeks for
someane else to doat mcorrectly

Source Unknowmn.,



THE 1ST WILTSHIRE REGT.IN FRANCE, 1916-17

by A.J.5. White CMG.OBE.

| joined the 1st Battalion Wiltshire Regiment, on the
Somme in September 1916, The battle was far from
over but two weeks after | armived the battalion.
which had had a long spell in the front line, was
withdrawn to “rest” in a village, Gezaincourt, far
behind the fighting.

The 1st Wiltshires had covered themselves with
glory during the last week of August by successful
attacks in the very tough Thiepval area, culminating
in the repulse of the crack German corps, the
Prussian Guard. The Commander-in-Chief, Sir
Douglas Haig. said he wished to visit the battalion to
congratulate them all in person.

We lined the main street of the village and [ shall
always remember how moved | was by the sight of
that very handsome man, Sir Douglas. riding a fine
charger and followed by his escort of a squadron of
Lancers. Standing in front of my No 12 platoon, [ was
the first officer he came to. | can scarcely have looked
a veteran for only in the previous year [ had sull been
a schoolboy, but the great man stopped opposite me,
bent down from his saddle and enquired how long |
had been with the battalion. When | gave the
disappointing reply - “Three weeks Sir”. he said
“Well you are very fortunate to join such a fine
battalion™, shook my hand and rode on.

The 1st Wiltshires, who had seen constant fighting
since 1914, (their Divisional General was called
“Butcher” Bainbridge because he was said to be
always ready to volunteer his battalions for any
dangerous action) was a much-bemedalled unit. 5 5
Ogilvie, the acting Lieutenant Colonel, had a D50
and Bar - and a second Bar later. A barrister with a
strong and hively personality and a fine leader, he had
enlisted as a private at Devizes in 1914 and rose 1o
Brigadier by the end of the war. He was a recognised
authority on trench warfare and the author of one or
two official pamphlets on the subject.

The Battalion’s Medical Officer throughout the
war, Glyn Hughes, who had been a brilliant prize-
winning medical student. had a DSO and Bar and
MC. He earned a second Bar to his DSO in World
War Il as DMS, Guards Armoured Division and rose
to be Brigadier. In 1945 he was the first Englishman to
enter Belsen Camp after the German retreat. In the
1960s he was the subject of a “This is Your Life™
programme on television based mainly on his very
fine war record. but also on his fame as a rughy
footballer. (He later became President of the
Barbarian and the Blackheath Clubs). Colonel
Hayward VC contributed 1o the television
programme and we saw (and heard) the Wiltshire
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Regt. band playing the regimental march past on the
barrack square at Devizes in his honour.

My company commander. ‘Podge’ Russell, had
won a DSO in his early 20s. The other company
commanders, Macklin (son of the Mayor of
Salisbury), Browne (son of the Vicar of Highworth)
and Tayler each had a MC. Several of the more senior
subalterns - Hayward, Sainsbury (killed at Messines).
Hill and others had MCs.

“Tom™ Havward needs special mention. He had a
MC and Bar, and was to win one of the best VCs of
the war in the German offensive of March 1918. He
was severely wounded in the head but survived
thanks to his great strength and stamina. He was well
enough 1o be our Adjutant in Dublin in 1919 and
make a lot of runs for the battalion in cricket matches
in Phoenix Park. Many years later | met him at the
Hurlingham Club where he was Games Manager.

Our Company Sergeant-Major, George Filor, had
a DCM and later a MC. He was very brave and had
gentle manners and we all had a great regard for him,
and when he was commissioned in November 1916 he
was much welcomed as an officer in our Company
Mess, He was old enough to be my father and took me
under his wing. [ owe him much. After the war he
held a post with the Mere District Council, of which
my father was Chairman, but by that time | was away
in the Indian Civil Service. Many “Other Ranks™ had
been decorated. My batman, Mullings (of Edington),
had won a DCM, a rare decoration for a private, for
saving an officer’s life. We had a very fine lot of men,
virtually all of them Wiltshiremen. There had of
course been very heavy casualties in all the fighting
and the battalion had had to be constantly
replenished with large drafts from the UK. But
morale was always high.

We soon moved northwards by train to Bailleul and
took over a line of trenches near Armentieres in front
of Ploegsteert Wood, which we were to occupy for the
winter. It was very low-lving land. and we suffered
more from the water and mud than from the
Germans. The trenches were shallow in some places
and my height of 6ft 4 was a handicap.

One visitor we had during this period was Lord
Ampthill, brother of the Duke of Bedford and
recently Governor of Bombay, who wanted to know
what life in the trenches was like. He was eager to join
in everything and [ was surprised to see him one
morning. when I was taking my platoon in PT behind
the line, standing at the back, a tall, bearded.
distinguished-looking figure, waving his arms and
legs in time with the rest. When we went up to the



trenches we had o restrn lim from climbing out of
the trench in broad daylight o see what “No Man's
Land™ wis BRke. This was at a0 time when it wis
reckoned that of vl showed somnr Band above the
levelof the treneh itwas liable to have asniper’s bullet
theowgh i In fact we lost twaor officers that winter
killed from exposing themselves unnecessanily 1o
stiipers - Lanee Usher, son of the Rector of West
Knovlie, who was gt school with me, amd Skyvrm
whom 1 had known as o bank clerk in Giillingham. |
wears el at thor buruils i = Plugstreet”™ Wood

I mamaged w get back from the trenches wo Bailleal
ont [Oth Loy tocote nd oo O3 Marlburian Dianer
s surprised 1o find that m the chair at this dinner
wis ot General. "Butcher” Bambridee, He
perhaps thought better of by the Army tham by us for
alter the Armnstice, when most wartime Generals
were rehinmg or reverting o lower posts, he wos
apposimted o commuand the Tst Davision @t Aldershot

Chce out at rest I plaved Tor the battalion a rugger.
Our sude included Ogilvie, a class rugger plaver wheo
at A3 wus stll in his prime; the redoubtable Glan
Hughes: Tom Havwiard who had been a le: whing
forward for Natal against England and later for
Middlesex: and Dick Tayler who had captained
Sherborne,

In February a daring davlight raid on the German
trenches was carried ot l""l. contingents from the
Wiltshires and Cheshires, supported by the whole of
the Corps Artillery., The Wiltshires had about 30
caswalties on the way back but the raid was
considered a suecess. Georpe Filor and GoK. Wit
were awarded MOs for thear part i i and six Military
Muedals  for !_.LrlLll'lln were awarded o Wiltshire
“other ranks"

By the spring | was head of the list of those due for
home leave. but 1 never gor it for all leave was
stopped  for the summer offensives and |
v ahided home later i the summer.

Early in June the st Wiltshires, though <till in the
25th Division, had been placed in the 2nd Anzac
Corps ready Tor the offensive agonst the Messines
Ridge. Several of us officers had been left in rear
Because not all were needed. But on Sth June the
Pattalion sent for two officers. NGB, King and
mysell. to replace casualties. So we set off for the line
accompanied by our batmen - or “runners™ as they
were called in battle, Within 48 hours | was to be the
only survivor of the four

As we -II’!|'lriML‘|lLd the fromt line. walking safely on
the surface (not in a commumcations trench ) because
it was dark . we passed a dump of rockets, Verey lights
anud flares just as it was hit by astray shell. There was s
greal explosion and then o suecession of rockets amd
Verey lights shooting into the «kv - in fact a
magnificent fireworks display.

It exposed us toa brilliant hght and for a long time
wee fttencd ourselves on the grovamd for we were
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within casy range of Germam guns if not their rifles
We came 1o ne hiarm beciuse the Germans could mo
havve been expecting o target floodlit for them m this
wav, But | behese [ was referred o sometimes Liter
o s the officer whowas blown up m s rocket dump

O Teh June 1997, as we wanted belore diwn 1o go
over the top and were enjoving o Larger than usual
rum ration. we were bombarded by rear gas shells
W pat on o gas misks but oot before our cves wery
sIRArTNg Gl wears were strcammg down our checks

However, the eifeet did not st long. AL 3 10:.m
the 1Y mines which had been Laud under the rdge
during the past 2 vears explodid. 1lovd-Gieorge b
sandd that the nose iwakened him in Surrey. To us, a
few hundred vards from some of them, ther elteet
wis appallng for the whole ground under us seemad
o be gvng wan. (My hearing has never entirely
recomwvered ). Bun ar 330 aome we climbed out of oun
trenches and advanced bebind o “creeping barrge”
ol shells Lo dosan by 2000 guns on o 10 male frone. i
wirs i gloroos Jume div and by 12 noon we had for
once achieved all our objectives, having advanced
two miles

We were consudered to hane got off lightly enough
e he lefvin the new line for 6 -.I.L'l.'- inall, Bt we were
occupving German reserve trenches on the far side of
the ndge and bemg thus an casy target lor the
Grerman gunners, we had o endure severe shelling,
My runner Mullings was mortally wounded near me
by a frighttul shell wouwnd, A sied business mdeed for
he was o very brave mam and a very good servant

sl hivee the tumie which Twore during this battle -
ioprevite’s tunic becouse we hid been ondered 1o
discard our officer tunics in the beliel thar they were
conspicuous and  had  led 10 the unduly  high
proportion of officer casualtis incurred in previous
offensives.

During this t-day Battle of Messines, which wis
accounted a complete suceess, the 151 Wiltshires took
i prisoners and had 198 cosualties, Though this
must have meant a loss of sty 0% oof owur strength, it
was considered o small number compared with the
casualties sutfered in other offensives in France.

The st Wiltshires continued their fine recond in
France until the Armistice. mcluding  particularh
their magnificent resistance to the powerful CGerman
offensive of March 1918, 1t was in this battbe that Lt
Col. Ogilvie won a rare second bar 1o his SO for
-.!ut*-t-nmhrl;_ gallantry and  leadership and Cape
Havward won his VO for having “Displaved almost
~-.tlg‘:u:rl'lmrlmr: prwers of endurance and  consistent
comraee of the rarest nature .

Even m the very end the Ist Wiltshires were
engaged in some heavy Behting and in the Tist month
of the war they added o the long list of awards for
gallantry, six MOs. four DOCMs and nine MMs

Itmaey be felt that mv descriptions above, reterring

so much o decormtions for gallantry, eive a



suggestion of glamour that could not have existed
amid the shocking casualties and the terrible
conditions which we had to endure in the trenches. [t
is true of course, that there was much grousing among
the men in terms of very foul language and blasphemy
which would be hardly credible today. But there was
a more cheerful side overshadowed though it was by
all the unpleasantnesses. We all appreciated the
comradeship of a unit and the joy of “rest™ periods by
their contrast to the unpleasant periods in the
trenches. There was also a fine determination to
remain cheerful, reflected for instance in the wav that
the men sang songs on the march even when marching
to the trenches. In one of my letters home (all of
which have been preserved) T wrote that the men's

letters, which we officers had to censor, were very
coarse and very cheerful.
It is sometimes suggested that the men must have felt
bitter at what they had to put up with especially at the
wayv in which they were constantly thrown into
offensives which seemed 1o have such little chance of
success. But we were an unguestioning generation
and inclined to accept all these events as inevitable.
The conditions in France led us to have close
personal relations with our men and there was much
talk with them about all soris of things. My
recollection is that bitterness was very rare and that
the men put the blame for their plight not on the
British politicians and generals but on the Kaiser as
being the principal culprit of the war,

DEPOT THE PRINCE OF WALES'S DIVISION LICHFIELD

The Regiment is well represented at the Depot, Sgt.
Wilmot, Cpl. Stevens and Cpl. Watson work with
regular recruits in A Company and Lt. Barlow, Cpl.
Burgess, Cpl. Shinnick and Cpl. Rogers in B
Company. The TA Training Team is blistered omo B
Company and is commanded by Lt. O'Hare. Cpl.
Leonard helps out with the TA fitness programme.
HO Company has many regimental personnel within
its ranks. WO2 Flay has joined as ROMS and quickly
became a member of the adjacent golf club. CSgt.
Lawrence has recently handed over the G198 10
CSgt. Watts. The MT remains a regimental
stronghold, with Sgt. Chatty, arded by Ple. Smart,
keeping the vehicles parked smartly on the MT
square. Cpl. Cartwright has joined the Team as the
Divisional Brigadier's driver.

The last year saw the destruction of the old
Divisional Headguarters building with a  new
accommodation block rising out of the rubble. The
Headquarters has now moved to a modern bungalow

affair which appeared behind the trees in a distant
corner of the Barracks. Brigadier Turner is the new
Divisional Brigadier and joins Major Cornwell in the
Headquarters. Major Cornwell has managed to play
in virtually every sports team the Depot has fielded
and will be leaving in January for a tour with the
Roval Hampshire Regiment in Berlin.

We sadly bid farewell to many staff this vear. Lt
Barlow returns to the st Battalion having been fully
qualified as an ambulance driver. CSgt. Lawrence
also moves to Canterbury to rest his back in the
accommaodation store. Sgt. Wilmot has applied to
transfer o MCTC Colchester as a porridge taster and
looks forward o welcoming any visitors from the
Regiment. Cpl. Leonard returns to the “front hnce™
after being a weekend soldier for the last year with the
TA Training Team. Cpl. Shinnick leaves the Army in
April to settle in Staffordshire. CSgt. Purnell lefr
carlier in the vear and has moved to Swindon,

DEPOT THE PRINCE OF WALES'S DIVISION
CRICKHOWELL

Depot Crickhowell is situated at Cwriy-Gollen, 5
miles west of Abergavenny, known as the “Gateway
to Wales™. The Camp itself is close to some of the best
training areas in Britain and provides a umque
stepping stone for Adventure Training pursuits.

The training of a Junior Soldier at Crickhowell
works on a syllabus of 42 weeks so any young man
who arrives at the Depot can expect 1o stay virtually a
full vear before Passing Owut. This is quite an occasion
as the Junior CSM. the Best Junior Soldier of the
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Intake. has the privilege of taking over the Parade
after the Permanent Staff have left the square. On the
last Passing Out Parade in August 1984, Junior CSM
Plank who is now with the Ist Battalion led B
Company off Parade. Sadly the Depot is due to close
down in 1986 as part of the rationalisation of the
Individual Traming Orgamsation. All Junior Soldicrs
joining Regiments of the Prince of Wales™s Division
will be trained at Shorneliffe in Kent. the home of the
Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion.



The “Takeover Bid™ by the Regiment at the Depot
contmues  with  good  representation  in all
departments. Major lohn Silvester leads the tweam
and commands B {’nmpllm Captain Steven Bowkett
is presently in the Adjutant’s chair and is due to move
to sunny Catterick in 1985, The third member in the
OMficers” Mess is Lt Andy White who is a Platoon
Commander in A Compuany, WOT {RSM) Hobbs will
hand over as Regimental Sergeant Major in Janvary
and all here wish lim well on being commussioned
nto the Regiment.

The Regiment’s personnel play an important role
in the sporting and activities side of Depot life. Major
John Silvester is an active golfer and squash and
hockey plaver. He coaches the juniors in his
Company in li11|l.u:~-.|1 every Thursday during the
Hobbies periods. Captain Steven Bowkent is the
Depot Orienteering Officer and also runs the Motor
Mechames Hobbyv, The principal purpose of both
activities seems o be o wreck perfectly roadworthy
landrovers! Lt. Andy White is the Depot Football
Officer and also enjovs the occasional game of rughy
WOI Alan Hobbs could be classed as an all round
sportsman adding a little maturity o any game: he
represents the Depot at golf and cricket and showed
his golfing prowess by winning the Regimental Open
Ciolf Meeting in 1984, Cpl. Foster plays for the Depot
rughy side. which at the time of writing is waiting 1o
play the semi-final of the Army Minor Units Cup,

Outdoor  pursuits are not confimed 1o sport.
External Leadership (Adventure Training o the
uninitiated ) has a high priory, The Juniors, as well as
some of the permanent staff are looking forward 1o
skimg trip to Andorra where cach Platoon will spend
a full week skimg: Sgt. Mellers and LCpl. Robents
both work in the External Leadership Wing and will
be busy instructing the Juniors on how o ski in
February and March next vear. After all the stores
about EX SNOW OUEEN we expect great things
from them both on the pistes of Andorra.

Must of the other members of the Regiment on the
Permanent Staff can be found in the Corporals” Mess,
Corporals Foster, Hignett, Wolfendon and Calleutt,
the latter being in the Drums Platoon are all Section
Commanders i cither A or B Company. Opl
Calleutt travels widely in Wales demonstrating his
skills on the bugle. Cpl. E dgar s in the Gym but the
st time he was seen he wis looking very warlike.
helping the last Dirums Platoon on their final exercise.
Last but not least Pte. Hodge, who arrived @t the
[epot in July has taken over as the Commanding
CMficer’s driver

september saw visits from the Colonel of the
Regiment. Major General DT, Crabtree CB and
also the Divisional Brigadier. Brigadier W .G.R
Turner CBE. Both were entertained 1o dinner in the
Olheers Mess

THE REGIMENTAL
ASSOCIATION

Secretary: Major R.F, Groves

In Branches much the same scale of activity
continues, thanks to Branch Secretaries and their
close supporters. Most Branches meet regularly, but
put ther man effort into one large party cach vear.
The main Association event of the vear is the Annual
Reunion: this vear’s will be held in September.
Branch Seeretarics are:

Bristol: Mr. 2. Briggs. 61 Shaldon Road, Horficld,
Bristol BST UNN
Excler: Mr. 1.C
Excter EXA6JT

Dudman. 5 Lower Kings Avenue.

Trowbridge:

Reading: Mr. D P. Stanton, Glenesk. Fificld Road.
Bray. Maidenhead 516 2000

Sabsbury: Mr. JW. Dunford, Brambles, Vicarage
Road. Redlvnch. Salisbury

Mr. D.C. Le Quelence,
Way, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol
Drevizes: Mre. JH. Normington, 61 Eastleigh Road.
r}l."n.l;ﬂ;'-x

s Merlin



THE ROYAL BERKSHIRE REGIMENT
OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION

Colonel H. du Pré Finch retired as President in 1983
to the great regret of all members and with many
expressions of gratitude for his devoted service and
splendid example. He was succeeded for a tragically
brief period by the late Lieutenant-Colonel C.L.
Speers whose untimely death last summer again left
the office vacant. His obituary appears elsewhere in
this journal. The Trustees have now asked Colonel
J.L.R. Metcalf to become President and he has
accepted.

The principal event of the year has been an
incredible second battle for the Cenotaph at Brock.
The first battle, fought in 1977, resulted in a sort of
victory for us. It was not as complete as most people
think but at least it resulted in the M.O.D.
recognizing its responsibility, first accepted in 1921,
for the maintenance of the Cenotaph and the
surrounding lawn, all of which, together with the
Keep and the Barrack gate became “listed”. The
Regimental Trustees, at their next meeting, decided
that this arrangement should be examined every year
to make sure that all was well. It soon appeared that
all was not well and that after one cleaning nothing
much else was going to be done. After many queries

and complaints by the Secretary a brief letter arrived
from somewhere low down in the Property Services
Agency saying that they had handed our Cenotaph
over to the T.A. It is practically impossible to put
hureaucratic wheels into reverse but after a year’s
effort we achieved it and there was new turf and clean
masonry in time for last year's reunion. Best of all less
geriatric eves and minds than ours are now keeping
watch and ward over what s aesthetically,
sentimentally and intrinsically the Regiment’s mosi
important possession.

Scarcely had we recovered from this encounter
when it was discovered, rather to our embarrassment,
that the important Tofrek memorial in 5t. Mary's
Church needed £900 spent on it. There was no
noticeable rush from other bodies to foot the bill and
in any case there is a certain fierce. proud satisfaction
in doing it ourselves although we have no funds. The
President has launched an appeal the response to
which will surely be sufficient. By the time this
appears in print the work will have been done but that
need not stop anyone who has not done so sending a
donation either to Major Cockraft or to the Secretary
of the O.C. A, at Brock.

THE WILTSHIRE REGIMENT
OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION

Joint Secretaries: Major R.F. Groves and Major H.V. Avery

Although the main event of the OCA year is its
Annual Reunion, held at Devizes (1/2 June this
vear), there are happily still several Branches which
meet regularly and organise a party from time to time:
Aldershot (re-formed last year), Calne, Devizes (now
sharing the same hospitable TA Centre roof with the
newly formed Branch of the DERR Association.
which many of them have joined). London.
Marlborough, Salisbury, Swindon, Warminster and
the Sth Battalion. And to these, to complete the
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picture, we should mention the flourishing Viy Club
fior old 4th Battalion Members - not formally linked to
the OCA., but very much part of the family, as one
would expect. There is quite a lot of activity. mostly.
but not invariably, conducted at a steady pace in
keeping with the general age level. Ttis rumoured that
Rock and Roll is returning, and that would be a fine
thing, but it is a reasonably safe bet that it will not
figure in the Reunion programme next year.



1ST BATTALION THE WESSEX REGIMENT
(RIFLE VOLUNTEERS) HQ COMPANY (WILTSHIRE)

O Magor G0, MeMeeken

November marches inexorably on and the davs draw
i, whilst all over the world Company 2107 and
Adjutants put pen to paper, The aim of this annual
exercse s o produce journal notes, tooinform gl
readers exactly what the unit has been doing over the
past 1.2 months that hopetully makes the article worth
reiding.

I Wessex continues from strength 1o strength and
particularly HOCompany based in Deviges. Whilst it
1 fanr to say that company headguarners sl inhabits
the old Wiltshire Regiment depot the specialise
plaroons are spread far and wide. The newly formed
Recee Platoon with their Tovinghy tended CVR(W)
FOX i located in Cheltenham. The Anti Tank
Platoon with 6 MILAN firing posts share a TA Centre
with the Assault Pioncer Platoon and A Cov in
Giloucester. The SF Platoon with LOpl. Gray (Ex |
DERK) are o be found in Swindon and the Mortar
Platoom with € I:"‘;-‘L‘t Jock Samson i basedd in Andover

The Bartalion has had another busy vear with the
tramning cvele returming tooa major FTX ahroad which
this vear was part of Exercise LIONHEART, The
Battahon deploved 595 personnel 1o Denmark s part
of UKME(L} o participate in Exercise BOLD
GANNET

The beginming of the vear saw CSgr. “Martin®
Wright being awarded the BEM in the new vears
honours for his sterling service to the Army both as o
member of the RMP and s the NEPS (Non Regular
Permanent Staff) Orderly Room CSgt

The Signal Platoon confirmed their expertise
line laying by becoming the top TA team in the | Inf
Bde hine laving competition and being second overall
oy i team of “professionals” from 1 Glosters, The
pliatoon was ably helped by the expertise of Set. Pete
Puckwell and LOpl Robert Palfrev. both ex
membersof | DERR,

The first half of the vear was spent in preparation
for the Bo/District SAAM followed by the Bisley
TASAAM during which Pre. Bull was placed first in
both the Clss B Rifle and 1he Stamding Bifle, The
GO RN then turned ats efforts preparimg  for
Excreise BOLD GANNET (a subsidiary of Fxercise
LIONHEART). The mitiad build up incleded o CPX
(Exercise NORFOLK LURCHER) in Norfolk
during which Battalion Headguarters shook out s
cobwebs and dusted off Bde SOPs as well s Erving o
cope with the new voice procedure. i particuliar
BATCO. Then clower to home we ook patrt in
Exercise GANNET ANTICIPATION, on Salisbury
Plain, a Bde FTX which 1 Wessey used o [ s

Adter weeks of pucking, briching and preparation
the  Battabon  deploved  on Excrese  BOLID
GANNET 10 Denmark imvolving 35000 troaops.:
12500 of them British and nearly 4000 from the TA
The Battahon road party comprising of 9 vehicles
left in 3 phases. The pre-advanee. consisting of the
(M an charge of 6 vehicles, travelled by RCT 151
trom Marchwood 1o forestall the impending Jdock
strike. which fortumately did not affect the move. The
advance party and mamn body then travelled In
luxurious DFDs vessels to Esbjerg o Juthind and
road W Fmderup tcomng area near Viborg
Meanwhile the remiunder of the Battalion (424 PAX)
moved o RAE wireraft in the comparative lusury of
VONYs, o the Danish aarforee base at Billumd

Fhe Battalion then spent two divs work-up
traming on Finderup training area before crossing the
Great Belt in preparation for the exercise, The
exercise absell started wath © Cov (Dorchesier)
defending i reserve bridge demolition over which the
covermyg loroe of 1605 Lo would withdraw . Meanwhile
A Coy had been detached 1o 1 Gilosters and I Coy 10
the 165 1o paart of the e crog lewge, Band 2o
were trantically digging in 1o conform to commamder
UKL defensive plan and for the next 3 diavs the
Battalion was occupied with preparing o defensive
prostion. micrsperscd  with paitrolling  against an
unerthodos enemv, consisting of Danish CONXMCTIPES,
during which time HO Coy was busy supplving the
Battahion with its required combat supplies

e Hell recen e Fflq'_,llr.'.‘e' fowr il g J'!eulrj.u.- ari i franny
Muaj Cion BM. Fane (GOC SWINST). during the
SWIHNT S A0



The main defensive battle took the usual course of
NATO land battles and resulted in a brigade
counter attack to push the *Orange’ forces back, The
finale of the whole two weeks was a full 24 hours R +
R spent mostly in Copenhagen,

An uneventful recovery ensued and everybody was
back in their homes by the small hours of Monday
morning, ready to forget that they had been
‘professionals’ for 2 weeks and happy once again to be
civvies until next year.

Among other events the Recee Platoon achieved o
B grading in their first annual ficld firing with the
RAC at Lulworth, Much credit must be given to the
two PSIs of the Platoon, who spent almost every
weekend producing an accomplished recce platoon
from an infantry platoon all within the space of one
year,

Members of DERR serving in the Batalion
include Captain Jon Wort who ok over from
Captain Jimmy Durant as Adjutant in time to move
the Battalion to Denmark. Captan Bill Stafford
continues as Quartermaster, W02 (R5M) Pewe
Mullings as RSM must be congratulated on being

selected for a commission, Sgt. Dennis Watts has
managed 1o raise a battalion rally team. as well as
coping with 106 prime moves as MT P51 Chgr. Jock
Samson is soon to leave the Mortar Platoon to return
to the 1st Battalion, W2 Dave Fedrick receives a
well deserved promotion and goes as Garrison RSM
to Hong Kong. CSgt. Ginger Coleman is still serving
as the ‘Q° PSI to E Coy based in Exeter under the
guiding hand of Captain Jack Barrow MBE who is the
PSAC (Permanent Staff Admin, Officer). Sgt. Terry
Evans has returned to the Ist Battalion and we look
forward to welcoming Sgt. Kevin Batty to our ranks
in the New Year.

Whilst is can be rightly claimed that old soldiers
never die, they only fade away; the same cannot be
said of CSgt. Mitch Mortimer who has stormed into
the post of COMS HO Coy and is trying to adapt the
TA to lis humour and disciphine.

LCpl. Legg is in the process of joiming and if
anvone ¢lse from 1| DERR settling in the West
Country would care to join we have almost as many
ex members of the Battalion as the Regimental
Association, and all are welcome.

THE ARMY CADET FORCE IN BERKSHIRE
AND WILTSHIRE

The Army Cadet Force is a voluntary youth
organisation. sponsored by the  Army  which
participates  in  both  military  and  community
activities, It is not part of the Army. has no
emergency or mobilisation role and membership
implics no obligation to join the Services. The
purpose of the ACF is to develop in its members the
gualities of good citizenship and the “Spint of
Service™ 1o Queen and Country. 1t seeks 1o achieve
this purpose by:

i prnwdmg adventurous and challenging activities
designed to develop powers of leadership and
qualities of character valuable to civihan and
soldier alike.

b, stimulating an interest in the Army. its
achievements and skills and its part in the
national life.

¢. giving encouragement and traning 1o those
considering a carcer in the Regular Army or
service in the TA.

The ACF is open to bovs over 13 up to the age of 18
yrs 9 months, There is no commitment how long a
Cadet stavs but the training and other activities are
designed to be progressive and full value 15 only
obtained by staying 3 to 4 years. The enrolment of
girls is under consideration but at present is hmited 1o
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certain special detachments on a trial basis. The
Cadet 15 issued with the basic items of modern
military clothing and equipment free of charge and
includes combat trousers and the heavy  wool
pullover.

The Staff of the ACF is made up of Officers and
Addult Instructors who are all volunteers, The officers
are required to submit themselves to a selection
procedure in order to be commissioned in the TAVR.

In Berkshire and Wiltshire both the County ACEFs
have Platoon Detachments  affiliated 1o the
Regiment. Berkshire is organised into three arcas
with a total of 15 Detachments of which 8 are badged
DERR. Wiltshire ACF is organised on a four
Company basis with a total of 25 Detachments of
which 24 are badged DERR. The Regimental
Information Team reinforces the Regimental
connection with frequent visits to the Detachments in
hoth Countics, p._|1'|||;l.||.;|.r|'. E‘Ill]’lll* the winter months
to assist with traming and give merest talks. 1t also
attends the Summer Training Camp whenever
possible.

During 1984 the Berkshire ACF held their Summer
Camp on the Isle of Man and. hlessed with fine
wieather, the Cadets were able to participate in water
ski-ing,  swimming. surfboarding.,  canoeing,
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orentecrmg, mountiumn trekkimg. absciling and o 1wo
oy mulitary exercise. Wiltshare ACF went to Penhale
m Cornwall and also enjoved fine weather. Being by
the sea they were also able o take full advantage of
the swimming facilities although other witer activities
hiwd to be curtaled because ol the dangerous sea
currents in the arca and the shortage of water in the
reservoirs. However maximum use was made of 1he
Wim Range. Assault Course and the excellent logal
trmmg arca o shoot, get fit and exencise the basic
military skills of the infantry soldwer

Cadets are encouraged o assume responsibilin
through cadet rank and 1o orgamse and participate in
Fund raesimg activities for local charimes.

[0 most rewarding 1o see the enthusiastic respons
and evident pleasure the Cadets get from their
military  trming and adventurous  pursuits. Such
trimng regures goosl mstrectors amd there s o
constant  demand  for good  OMTicer amd Adult
Instructors to organise and supervise these activities
I any member of the Regiment settling in Berkshire
] Wiltshare after ther Fegalar Srmn o T4 Semvice
would like to have more information about joining
the ACE they should comtact the Cadet Fxecutin
CHticer as follows
Herkshire AC Wiltshire Acl
Hrowk Barricks A Cenir
Remding Church Walk

[ devases

Why not pive ot senows thoughe” You will by
helping 1o get the voungsters off the streets, giving
them something worthwhle toodoand m the long run
making  them  beter members of  their  focal
CUMRTTRILIN RIS

Cade. RAM Ferd Wil ACEF mspeciinge us narn

Frestliers
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS

BIRTHS
We congratulate the following:

Major & Mrs. R.J. Pook - Daughter Alexandra
Hannah Joy born 14.11.83

Capt. & Mrs. S.C.D. Baynham - Daughter Caroline
Frances born 27.1.84

Lt. & Mrs. P.J. King - Daughter Philippa Sarah
Elizabeth born 12.11.83

LCpl. & Mrs. RJ. Harbron -
29.08 83

LCpl. & Mrs. G, O'Neill - Son Jamie Gary born
12.12.83

Cpl. & Mrs. M. Luke - Son Thomas James born
16.12.83

Sgt. & Mrs. K.I. Batty - Daughter Alexis born
19.12 .83

Pte. & Mrs. E. Porter - Daughter Rachel Marie born
23.12.83

Sgt. & Mrs. S.R. Mellors - Daughter Fay Elizabeth
Victoria born 25.12.83

Pte. & Mrs. R.H. Bawdon - Daughter Naomi Janie
Georgina born 07.01.84

Pte. & Mrs. R. Nurdin - Son David Richard Michacl
born 15.01.84

LCpl. & Mrs. B.J. Wragg - Son Jamie Grange born
18.01.84

LCpl. & Mrs. A.J. Kordowski - Son Benjamin John
born 13.02.84

Pre. & Mrs. D.J. Dyer - Son Richard Andrew born
23.02.84

LCpl. & Mrs. C.J. Hudd - Son Martin Steven born
14.04.84

Pte. & Mrs. R.S. Clements - Son Robert Mark born
28.05.84

Cpl. & Mrs. L.L. Smith - Daughter Stacey Lisa born
12.06.84

LCpl. & Mrs. N.L. Carey - Daughter Gemma Leanne
born 24.06.84

Sgt. & Mrs. P.W. Gibbs - Son Christopher William
born 14.07 84

Pte. & Mrs. 5.J. Corns - Daughter Natasha Leanne
born 18.07.84

Cfn. & Mrs. R.A. Luck - Daughter Emma Francesca
Dorothy born (0.07.84
Sgt. & Mrs. D. Evans -
20,0784

Cpl. & Mrs. LA, Essery - Son Clint Johnathan born
24.07.84

Son Ronald bhorn

Son David Mark born

L]

Pie. & Mrs. S.L. Humt -
27.07.84

LCpl. & Mrs. M.C. Hutchings - Son Leslie George
born 31.07.84

LCpl. & Mrs. P.G. Brent - Son Mathew Paul born
31.07.84

Sgt. & Mrs. S.F. Bones - Daughter Michelle Emma
born 020884

Pte. & Mrs. D.P. Burgess - Daughter Hayley Ann
born (7.08.84

Pie. & Mrs. M.J. Hardy - Daughter Gemma Louise
horn 23,0884

Pte. & Mrs. C.P. Angliss - Daughter Cassandra born
2o .84

Pte. & Mrs. P. Lealman - Daughter Gemma Louise
born (4,059,584

Daughter Jenna born

MARRIAGES
We congratulate the following:

Captain P.E. O'R-B Davidson-Houston to Miss
Angelina Francesca Nelson-Sullivan at Salisbury
Cathedralon 3.11.84

Licut. R. Davis to Alexandra Pollock at 51. Mary's
Church, Great Ecclestone, Lancashire on 1.9.54

Licut. J.J. Edmonds to Capt. Monica Hooper
QARANC at All Saints Church, Portland on
10.11.84

LCpl. M.Hutchings - to Anke Lieselotte Petersohn at
the Registry Office, Exeter on 16, 110,83

LCpl. 5. Hibberd - to Carol Irene Green at the Parish
Church, Farcham on 249, 100,83

LCpl. 5. Hunt - to Anne Lena Arhies at the Registry
O¥ffice, Canterbury on 10.12.83

LCpl. C. Garner - to Julic Diane Thorndyeroft at St.
Martin's Parish Church. Canterbury on (07.01.84

Pte. T. Darling - to Sharon Norma Ward at Holy
Trinity Church. Theale on 14.01.54

Cpl. A. Mclniyre - o Monguic Tracy Straton
Davidson at the Parish Church of All Samnts.
Canterbury on 15.01.54

Pte. S. Imerson - to Tracey Margaret Cummings al
the Parish Church. Exeter on 28.01.84

Pte. J. Morris - to Tracey Merrick at St. Martin's
Parish Church, Canterbury on (4.02.84

Pte. P. Sims - to Sarah Jane Foster at the Registry
Office, Canterbury on 0303 84

Pte. T. Edgar - to Sharon Kim Mountficld at the
Parish Church of St. Augustine, Rugeley on 24.03.84



Pre. M. Hardy - o Karen Susan Hughes at the
Parish Church of St Nicholus, Thanington  on
AL0384

Chet P Walters - to Angelika Fleanore Strigh at the
Regstry Office. Thanet on 0204 54

LOpL G Moore - o Chiristing Carol Bracegirdle a1
the Remistry OMlice. Diover on 005 15 54

Pre. PP Lealman - 1o Julie Sanderson m $1
Church, Canterbury on 12,05 84

Pre. | Giallop - 10 Angela Louise Ftherington at the
Remistry Office, Canterbury on 12,05 54

Ser D, Gibbs - 10 Sandra Carole [eavesley at St
Mary's Church, Beanwood. Sandwell om 12,05 84
Pre. GOSN Prosser - 1o Tracy Kim Long at S Mins
Church, Pinchbeck. Spaldang on 190554

Sl B Ginltm - to Sheila Joan Hudson at the Registn
Oftice. Canterbury on 25,005 84

LOpl R, Roberts - to Lesley Mary Hudson at the
Parsh Church of St Nicholas, Sturry . Canterbury on
2605, 54

LEpl 8. Pocock - 1o Debra Gay it the Parish Church
of 51 Albans, Hemel Hempstemd on 02,06, 84

Bdsm. S.G. Protheroe - w0 Michelle Madeling
Couoperat the Registey Cffice, Slough on 16,06 84
Pre. VA5 R, MeCormack - 1o Mixine Scoit an the
Rewstry Office., Canterbury on 27,07 84

LOpl B, Tuek - o Marion Livingstone Svmington
Thomson at the Registry Office. Canterbury on
e WA R

LOpL AG. Coombs - 10 Pauline Neame at the
Registry Office. Canterbury on 3] 07,84

LOpL D1 Wemwmg - to Claire Louise Mavnard at
the Parish Church of Al Saints, Canterburs on
U1 =

Chee O Fiehling - 1o Susan Denise Ray at St Michacl
and Al Angels, Urchitont, Deviees on (4,08, %4
LOpL F. Shannon - to Julia Sargent at St Andrews,
Canterbury on (4 1% 54

Pre. 5.G. Cook - 1o Rena Adice Aitkenal the Rugistry
Office. Marlborough on (L 05 84

Pre. 1R, Langdon - o Lesley Line Bartlent at the
Holy Trimts Church, Frowbridee on 110854

Pre. M. Woad - o Sarah Jane Comball an the Parish
Chureh, Hracombe on 110554

LOpl. 5. Nash - 1o Tanva Kire Chaney ot the Parish
Church, Wantage on | 1.0% 54

LOpl. R, Bury - to Sally Ann Hall at St Amdrews
Methodist Church, Under Clitte.  Bradiond  on
1.0, 54

Pre. 121 Williams - o Wendy Diane Pollard at the
farish Church of St Mark, Fxeter on 110854

Pte. AAY. Dick - w Janctte Christine Wea ot the
Registry Office, Chappenhim on 1] 08 84

Paul'=

Ple. N, Mathews - 10 Dense June Boakes @t St
Michaeland All Angels, Harbledown on 1105584
Pre. AL Stewart - 1o Gail Buckley at the Fegisirs
CMfoce, Trafford on 15008 54

LOpl. K. Pollm - 0o Helen Margaret Monger at
Morthington Parish Church, Winchester on 150884
Cin. AM. MeCormack - 1o Lynn Mz Stevenson at
the Crangneuk and Belbaven Parish Church, Wishaw
ol [ 5

Ple. A Oxborne - o Amanda Louise MeCann o
the Registry O fice. Camterburs on 1308 5.4

e, P Davies - to Lorrmine Anne Parchase at thie
Parish Chureh, Swaile on 25 08 54

('pr. (3. Rowse - oo Amne Oive Torrw an the © ey ol
S0 % imeent. Dittlebonrme, on i) 108 54

DEATHS
W regret to announce the death of the tollowing:

DERR

Licutenant Colonel 12 A M, Foums T12 on 2ih M
4. Commissioned  into The  Rosal  Berkshire
Regiment 2dth August 1939 Trmsierred 1o DERR
on - amalgamation h June 1939 Benired  Sed
September 1962

Licutenant Colonel C1. Speers on Uth July 1984
Commusstoned mio The Roval Berkshire Regiment
2nd Februany 1933 Trmsferred o DERR on
samalgarmation h June 1959 Retired s July 1950 g4
ke up st as the first Regmeninl Seerctary soe
CObiturs SNotoes)

WO2 FLP. Lane on likh November 1954 Joined
The Hoval Berkshire Regment Tth June 1944
Fransterred 10 DERR on amalgamation Yth June
15349, Retired 2h September 1%,

Mrs. Fosina Higzims on 23rd December 1949, wife of
Whajor Leshic Higgins RAPC, whio wiss Iy miaster fo
The Roval Berkshire Regomemt and DERR on
amglgmuion

The Royal Berkshire Regiment

Brigadicr A, Skeen OBF om [hih May  [954
Commsioned mo The Roval Berkshire Resiment
th February 1920 Retired Hith March 1947
Licutemant Colonel F.Go Kempoon 2nd August 1954
Commpsioned nto The Indian Aemy [ 2th April
91, Tramsfersed e The Rewal Berks<hire e m
Il Oxctober 16, Transforred o RAPC 17th Juls
[UaA. Retired Tl Movembwer [

Lwentenant Colomel 1LH. Breely MBIE MO 0%,
Waorcestershure Regiment on 23rd Apeust 1454
Commanded 151t Bn The Rosal Berkshire Regiment
ity Burm ddurimg W2



Major R.J. Trimmer of Newbury on 1st December,
1983, Served with 4th Bn, pre-1939.

Lt. Col. H.P. Verey, T.D.. D.L.. on 26th January
1984, Commussioned R. Berks 1929 4th Bn. Servedin
Second World War. CO 4/6th Ba. 1947-49. Member
of Territorial Army Association 1943-75 and Vice-
Chairman 1967-74, Hon, Col. 4/6th Bn. 1964-67.
Held Territorial Decoration with two bars. Made
Dep. Licutenant in 1966, President for 29 vears of
Twyford & Ruscombe Branch of the Roval British
Legion.

Capt. A.H. Haynes on 14th March, 1984, Served with
Hith Bn. 1939-45. Formerly 40th Pathans and S5.L.1.
Aged BE vears,

Major (OM) A F.W. Hayvnes at Reading on 9th May
1984,

Eric Spurrier at Easton Lodge. Little Easton, Essex
on Sth August 1984 A time of Munich crisis joined
H.A.C. and on outbreak of war was Commissioned
into R.Berks. Served with Ist B, in Far East, taking
part in fighting in the Arakan. Later Adjt. of Bn. and
then DAOMG at Bde. HO where he narrowly missed
capture by the Japanese when HO was over-run, Al
caplure of Rangoon and  was mentioned  in
Despatches.

John V. Vass of Windsor December 1983, Served
with fth Bn. 1938-39; Jth Bn. 1939-40 and 1st Bn.
(BRI TES

G. Smith in December 1983, Understood to have
been Manager of Portsmouth Football Club at one
time.

W.H. Hill of Sonning. in December 1983, Ex-dth Bn.
in First World War and fought in Italy. Member of
Sonning Branch of The Roval British Legion,

E. Conington of Clapton. London on 2nd March.
1984, Ex-Yth and [(th Bns.

Ernest George Wheceler of Salisbury on 4th March,
1984, Served with Regiment in Burma.

1.H. Marshall of Calcot. Reading, on 6th February
1984 ( Pensioner).

G.E. Skuce of Brivton Hill. London on 17th
February, 1984 {Pensioner).

F.L. Lott of Aylesbury on 15th March, 1984.
{ Pensioner).

D. Jacobs of Reading on 17th January. 1984 aged 72
years. Served in 2nd Bn,

E.H. Yandell on 14th April 1984, { Pensioner).
S.W. Brittain-Long {date unknown). (Pensioner).
F.J. Clarke on lith May, 1984, (Pensioner).

1.E. Beasley of Leeds on 30th May 1984,

R.H.G. Bull of Windsor on 25th May. 1984,

S.). Cosnett of Worcester June 1984 aged 77 years.

D. Chapman of Hastings on 15th July. 1984, Member
of Ist Bn. in Burma and of Crawley. Hastings &
Brighton Burma Star Association.

E.A. White of Windsor on 29th July, 1984, Ex-1st
Bn. Sigs. PIn. Served from 1924-1932 and 1939- 1941,
Aged 78,

G.W. Eldridge on 17th July, 1984, {Pensioner).

5. A, Scott of Witney. Oxon on 6th December. 14984,
Military Medal.

The Wiltshire Regiment

Brigadier G. Wort CBE DL on 6th November 1984,
Commissioned into The Wiltshire Regiment on 28th
January 1932, Retired 27th September 1961, (See
Obituary Notices).

Lieutenant Colonel L.H. Wood OBE on 3rd My
1984, Commissioned into The Wiltshire Regiment
30th January 1930. Reured 7th Apnl 1959, (Sec
Obituary Notices).

Major The Duke of Somerset DL on 15th November
1984, Commissioned into The Wiltshire Regiment
28th January 1932, Retired 3rd October 1955, (See
Obituary Notices).

Licutenant Colonel (QOM) S.A.G. Cox MBE RGJ.
Served as QM with | WILTS.

Colonel N.J. Awdry TD on 25th October 1984,
Served with 4th Bn.

Major G. Read on 3rd February 1984, Served with st
and 2Znd Bns.

Major C. Green in August 1984, Served with 1st and
4/5 WILTS.

Captain E.L. Francis on 23rd July 1984, Served with
Ist and 2nd Bns.

Captain K.E. Pound on 27th June 1984
Commissioned into TA 26th July 1930

Mr. W.H. Bryant on 24th January 1984, Served with
15t and 2nd Bns.

Mr. T.E. Button on 14th April 1984, Served with 4th
and 6th Bns.

Mr. L. Cook on 3rd January 1984, Chairman and
Standard Bearer of Marlborough Branch.

Mr. L.R. Collier on 28th October 1983, Served with
th and dth Bns.

Mr. L.G. Drew on 16th April 1984, Served with 5th
Bn.

Mr. N. Day on 10th December 1984,

Mr. 1.G. Elliott DCM on 3ith March 1984, Served
with 1st and 2nd Bns.

Mr. K.R. Ellis on 29th April 1984, Served with 4th
Bn.

Mr. W.E. Elisha on 27th June 1984, Served with 4th
Bn.



Mr. AL Furnell MM on dth Seprember 1984, Served
with éth Hn,

Mr. R.E. Gresswell on 2151 Ovtober 1983 Senved
with 5th Hn,

Mr, A5 Jones on Tth Janeary 1983 Served with
2l Bn,

Mr. E.G Jones on Sth August 1984 Served with 1.
and 2ond Bos.

Mr. AL Ledbury on 27th April 1983 Served with 1t
Iin.

Mr. AR Mashin on Sth August 1984 Served with st
ancd dth Bns

Mr. ALHL Parsons on With December 1983, Served
with st and 2nd Bns,

Mr, W Boc on9th March 1984, Served with 151 and
Ind B,

Mr, LW, Sutton on 25th May 1983 Served with 2nd
Hn.

Mr. Wk, Sprules MM on 6th August 1984, Served
with [stand 2nd Bns.

Mr. AW, Tt on 29th July 1984

Mr. LF, Woalcoek on tth Julv 19853, Served with Jth
Fn

Mr, W1 Wineott on 2od Diecember 1959, Served
with dth Bn.

Mr. S E.B. Woodhouse on 3nd December 1954
served with dth Bn.

OBITUARY

BRIGADIER G, WORT UBE
1912- 1954

The death of Brgadier George Wort on 61h
November 1983 at the age of 72 will mo only have
greatly saddencd his many friends both in and outside
the Regiment but will have shocked them as well, As
i mutual regimental friend remarked: “George Won
seemed indestructible.™ George's robust physigue
and cheerful, brisk, ebullient outlook combined to
make a warm, enduring personality, Hle wis a hard
player, at work. on the sporting field and socially. He
wis the best type of what used 1o be called the pre-
War officer, one who alwavs hid the interests and
well-being of his men closely at heart and who could
communicate and dennfv casily with them.

Gicorge Wort was commissioned into The Wiltshire
Regiment from RMC Sandhurst in 1932, He showed
carly promise as a fine rughy plaver and probahly
would have been selected for Army representative
teams if he had not gone abroad. In Malava he made
his impact at State rugby level and he was on
secondment to 1| MALAY when war broke out in
1939 As its Adjutant. he was severely wounded

dunng the Japancse advance down the Pemimsula in
January 1942 bis left arm was amputated and he was
taken prisoncr.

Post-war, George rarely spoke of those three vears
of hardshap and suffering as o PW: i he did. it was
mvarably with affection amd appreciation of lasting
Iricndships thin he had made among s fellow
prisoners, Brnsh and Australians. or perhaps 10
recount some light ancedote, such as their effective
matural nutrwent e make omiato plhants lowrish. Bt
i takes e imagination o realise just how gnm his
experiences were: disabled with only one arm,
striving 1o survive inoa trving, enervating climate
among appalling conditions and under a harbarouns
enemy. the isolation of no maal from loved ones and
of any news ol the war that drove many 1o
melancholia and near despair, Yer George emerged
with no apparent mental scars and with his enerey and
drve ummpaired. Indeed. he was remarkahle among
tormer prisoners of the Japanese who stived onon the
post-war Army. He had retained o tull head of
steam . and noniceably <o

After repatriztion amd  rehabilitation. he was
selected to attend the Staft College, Camberley,
IR His fellow nominated students were mainds
much-experienced. much-decorated veterans of the
Desert. ltalv, NW Europe and Burma, some of whom
had commuanded brigades in action. After having
been mentally and professionally buried alive for
those lost vears, he had 1o work very hard 10 keep up
with the stream . From Staft College, he went into the
Military Seerctary™s Branch. With his concern for amd
awarcness of people amd their problems, this was an
Weal posting but it also allowed bim 1o conduct a
guiet but determined policy campaign that officers
with a disability similar 1w s, and who were
otherwise iit. could serve at regimental duty. Success
wirs sealed when his own next postmg eventuated: he
was to be Second-ln-Command of 1 WILTS. then
staging in L'K en route from BAOR 1o the Malavan
Emergency.

In Hong Kong, where | WILTS ultimately went
due to the outhreak of the Korean War, George Won
was an admirable choiee as Bn 21C during 1950632 1o
Colonel  Roger Welchman,  from the  Welsh
Regiment, who could only have weleomed and
vatlued s wide knowledge of regimental trditions
and “Tamily matiers Whatever else the Battalion in
those davs may have been noted for, certmnly all
subalterns” chanstraps wok on a deeply polished bhue
as this aspect of sartonal military tern-out ilwans
drew the Second-in-Command’s close and urgent
inspection! With his typacal energy and enthusiasm,
George threw himselfl whole-heartedly imo the
regimental life that he bowed somuch, whether oiling
over Nameless during o battalion exercise or being i
tormudable hockey goalie for HO MY

This regimental wdyll ended with his promotion 1o



licutenant-colonel and posting as AOMG Western
Command. However, this staff appointment was 1o
be brief as he soon entered another rewarding and
happy phase of his career; on Ist May 1953, he
assumed command of 4 WILTS (TA).

Though, again, George was the right and obvious
choice, a Wiltshireman born and bred, his coming
was viewed with some trepidation by the TA. He was
the first Regular officer to command the Territorial
battalion in time of peace. Even many of his Regular
friends thought, with his drive, almost restless energy
and eye for detail, that he was better suited 1o a
Regular battalion than the necessarily more leisurely-
paced routine of a TA unit. But, as always, the proof
of the pudding was to be in the cating. A E.G.B..
writing in The Journal Of The Wiltshire Regiment in
1956 at the end of George's tour of command, puts it
well:

It was thought by some that he was taking over an
impossible task, but his first camp at Bodney
South, only nine days after he got command,
proved that all fears were groundless. It was soon
obvious that George Wort was not onfy an
extremely efficient CO but he also was a determined
upholder of all the Territorial traditions. His
cheerful friendliness and his determination that
only the best was good enough for the Batalion
soon won the respect and affection of evervone. He
never spared himself throughout the whaole time of
his command, and it is certain he will go down in
histary as one of the 4th Banalion's most successful
Commanding Officers.

The absorption of National Service part-time
soldiers was in its TA infancy in 1953; by 1936, 4
WILTS had expanded to a strength of WK officers and
men. Perhaps the highest accolade given to George in
this period was that he was regarded by all in the
Battalion as a TA officer!

Promotion to full colonel in 1956 ensured his return
to a familiar habitat of both fond and bitter
memaories, Malaya. He was appointed to the new
Federation Military Forees and in the following year.
became the first Military Adviser to the High
Commissioner for the Federation of Malaya in
London.

This strenuous, hard-working  appointment,
helping to shape and guide the infant Federation,
brought its well-carned personal reward in 1958:
George was promoted to brigadier and given
command of 107 (Ulster) Infantry Brigade (TA), with
its headquarters at  Belfast.  Again  another
challenging metamorphosis had to be made, for he
was an Englishman commanding an Irish brigade.
and Territorials at that. His successful achievement of
this somewhat daunting task 15 summed wp 10 an
article. “The Territorials in Northern Ireland’, in the
Territorial Magazine of September 1961, as he was
giving up the command that had so fully and happily

(i %]

crowned his career before leaving the Army:
It can surely be said withowt fear of contradiction
that ne Commander has made such an impression
on the Brigade as Brigadier Wort. There is no
activity within the Brigade in which he has not
shown a real interest, be i military training,
administration, sport or cooking. ...

As his ship bore him along Belfast Lough to
retirement, pipers plaved him away. That same year,
1961. he had been fittingly awarded the CBE by H.M.
The Queen.

However, retirement back to Wiltshire for George
Waort, as his friends would easily have predicted, did
not mean any hint of inactivity, Apart from working
the family farm, he was soon heavily committed to
several county organisations. In 1961, he was elected
to Pewsey Rural District: o Wiltshire County
Council in 1964, where he became chairman of the
county welfare committee and, later, of the social
services committee; in 1970, he was made an
alderman. His other interests and local appointments
included being Deputy Commissioner for St. John's
Ambulance in Wiltshire, chairman of the Pewsey Old
People’s Welfare Committee, and  Deputy
Lieutenant for Wiltshire.

Throughout these years, his devotion and

dedication to the Regiment never waned and he was
especially prominent in the Wiltshire Regiment
OCA., serving as chairman for three years, and
invariably parading at the OCA Weckend, marching
with some panache with bowler slightly tilted and
wearing his customary red carnation.
We shall all have our favourite personal memories of
George. A couple of mine stem from Hong Kong:
Gieorge tying a bow tie with fascinating dexterity with
one hand one hot, steaming evening before a Guest
Night at Ebenezer House Officers Mess in the New
Territories, of driving, albeit with fingertip gears,
with some style and dash through Hong Kong traffic.
A far more recent one was when those indefatigable
travellers, Goerge and his charming lifelong
companion. Helen, visited Australia i late 1951 to
attend the Ex-Japanese Prisoners Association
Reunion in Svdney and to see many Australian
fricnds from Changi days. A memorable luncheon
was hosted by Mike and Sylvia Chivers at their house
in Melbourne, well supported by Mike's seemingly
bottomless Australian wine cellar.

George Wort  contributed  immensely to his
Regiment, to his County and to his Country. His was
a life of duty and service but he also made it fun. He
had endured and suffered much but was never a
whinge-er or a pessimist but a gallant, forward-
looking chap who was deeply interested in people and
all about him.

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Helen,
Jonathan and Jane. and lan Spence. We shall all miss
him greatly. Vale, George.

T.A.G.



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C.1. SPEERS
1912-1984

Charles Speers was commissioned into The Roval
Berkshire Regiment from Sandhurst in 1933 and was
posted 1o the 2nd Bawalion ar Shorneliffe, The
lollowing vear he  joined the 1st Batalion in
Khartoum and remained with them until their return
tr the UK. in 1935 when he was posted back 1o the
2l Battalion in Palestine. In 1938, follow g tour at
the Regimental Depot. he was seconded to the King's
Adrican Rifles and was serving with the 6th Battalion
when war broke out. He took part in the campaigns in
Abvssini, Madagasear and Burma and ended the
war as a G50 2 India.

Adter the Stalf College Charles agaim went abroad
to fill staff appomtments in Indi and East Africa.
returnmg to the LK. in 1950 10 become second in
command of the st Batalion The Roval Hampshire
Regiment the following vear, Afer a brief interval as
AAG Rhine District he assumed command of the st
Battalion The Roval Berkshire Regiment and, almost
for the first time in his service, began a fairly settled
mihitary life. He relinguished command in 1956 and.
after a final spell as AQMG in Northern Command.
he retired from the Armv in 1959 10 become
Regimental Secretary of The Duke of Edinburgh's
Roval Regiment at Reading. finally retiring i 1972,

In renrement Charles devoted himsell happily to
has close-knit Bimily, his home at Donnington and his
many fnends. He retamed his deep interest in the
Regiment. its members and their medals on which b
wars an authority., and his experience and common
sense were invaluable on Regimental committees, At
the time of his death he was President of The Roval
Berkshire Regiment 0.0 AL

OF imposing appearance his unaffected modesty
and integrity alwayvs emerged through his delightful
sense of humour. It seemed that his ondy ambition
was to serve 1o the best of his ability without thought
ol personal advancement. His period of command
wis i netably happy one including, as it did, the
presentation of Colours by Her Majesty the Queen it
Windsor. Indeed it would seem that his henign
influence continues armtong those fortunae enoigeh to
have served under him. Withal  he the
cmbodiment of the old Gshioned irtees of CTMITIESY
and uprightness,

On the eve of war Alison Burbage went out to
Adrica o marry Charles and thereafter became “Sally’
o us all. A perfect helpmate 10 him she made o
hospitable home wherever his service ook him. She
amd her L'hiimliﬂ!l I.‘II'Ilﬂ}' are sure ol @ warm and
affectionate welcome whenever and wherever the
Regiment foregathers

LU

L H.M
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL LW, WOOD OBE
1910- 1954

Licutenant Colonel Laurence Wood wis born on
27th May 1910 and commassioned o the Wilishire
Regiment in Banuary 1930, joiming the 2nd Battalion
at Crown Hill Barracks. Plvmouth. He subsequently
joined the 1st Battalion m Singapore. and moved with
the Battalion to Bangalore, On the outhreak of war
he was posted to the staff on the 4th Indian Division,
moving with thar division to the Middle Fast, where
he held a number of Staft appomiments and was
Mentioned in Diespatehes. He returned o the UK in
|43, joaning the 7th Battalion m Northern reland.
O the dishandment of the Tth Battalion. before the
mvasion ol Normandy, he was nominated as g
remlorcement Company Commuander and joimed o
Battalion of the Scaforth Highlinders in the 15th
(Seattish) Diviston, shortly after the linding. He was
wounded amd o prolonged penod in hospatal amd
subsequent convalescence deprived  him of any
turther active service, After a shornspell in Commeand
of & Battalion of the Gold Coast Regiment he
returned o the United Kingdom to attend the Staff
College and on graduation he was appointed to be the
AA & OMG of Brivsh Troops Berlin, un
appaintment which coincided with the Blockade of
the former German capital. This appeantment wis
one of the high points of his military carcer. He had o
i for administration  amd his  outstanding
achicvements were rewarded by him heing mude un
ORE

In 1452 he was appointed 0 command the 1s
Battahon and s tenure in commund covered Fimg
kong and the subsequent very successful tour of duis
as Demonstration Buttalion at the School of Infantry
On relinguishing command in 1955 he held the
appramtment of AA & QMG of the 43 (Home
Countiesh Ddvesion and fimally retired from active
service i 1959 He then hind mwo Retired Officers
appointments. The first was in the  Regimental
Headguarters of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Roval
Regiment and the second at the Headguarters of the
Primce of Wales Dwision. which was responsible for
the administratiom of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Roval
Regiment and cight other Regiments. He finally
retered an 1975 and settled down in Cherlull, not fin
from [Devives.

He was F1|‘b:'-‘~|1.‘1'1||:l. liarge amad o some he el
appeared lorbidding. Stern. he could be. but an heart
he was o Kind man and much more sensitive than
many people realised. Hle possessed o sharp braom simd
an immense capacity for ks bing cletail, which wis
perhaps the basis of his abiliny and reputstion as an
administrator. He had o ready wit and could vkl
be the life and soul of any oceasion. with a scemingh
endless stock of ancedotes about regimental sd
military life. His qualities which stood oo were Iis



concern for people. his compassion. his generosity
whether as a host in his own house or at some
regimental or public function, his integrity and
strength of will, his sense of duty and s resilience.
He was never aselfseeker and was a fine example of a
Christian soldier and gentleman.

He marricd Joan in Bangalore in 1938 and she
survives him, together with a son and two daughters.

LR.R.

MAJOR THE DUKE OF SOMERSET DL
1910-19%4

Major The Duke of Somerset, 18th holder of the
title. died peacefully at his home at Maiden Bradley
on 15th November 1984, He was 74,

He was educated at Blundell's School, Tiverton
and at Clare College. Cambridge. In 1932 straight
from Cambridge. he joined the Wiltshire Regiment,
He was then Lord Sevmour, aged 22 and heir to the
second oldest dukedom in the Kingdom. To the
whole Regiment, however. he was “Percy”. This
was an early and well mernited comphiment, Here was
someone different! Someone who was immediately
respected and liked. Tt did not matter that he had not
been 1o Sandhurst. or that he was a lord, or that he
had an agricultural degree which no one understood
in those days, nor even that he was a flagrant
enthusiast on the jazz of Ellington. Armstrong and
company.

He proved himself a true product of Blundells on
the rugger field, and of Clare as a hurdler. He was a
good shot and a gay companion. he was debonar
and sociable. However, soldicring in Aldershot did
not appeal and soon he was in Singapore and then
Indiz. The Wiltshire soldiers liked and respected
him instinctively, the officers were delighted at his
advent, and the girls adored him, naturally. He was
a bright spark. loved a joke. and all his life he was a
generous host, He was a member of the MCOC and a
cricket enthusiast, In post war years he was a well
known figure at Lords and usually with the same
group of close friends. Friendship meant much to
him and he in turn was the best.

Whilst ADC to our local Commander in India he
continued to join in all regimental sports and
activities. In those davs, resplendent in boots, spurs
and aceroutrements he is remembered as one of the
few who was invariably courteous to the most junior
officers and caring towards the men and their
families. He was an officer held in high esteem and
affection.

Early in the war he went to the Middle East on the
Staff, but he always kept in touch with the Regiment
with whom he preferred o serve. He even
remembered the troops with thoughtful generosity

67

at this time at Christmas. He was soon to return to
fight in Burma.

After the war Percy served as an instructor at the
School of Infantry and at the Regular Commissions
Board at Westbury. His last appomtment before
retiring to succeed his father in 1954 was both
satisfving and successful. He was a  notable
Commander of the Regimental Depot at Devizes,
the last bastion of the Wiltshires and later the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Roval Regiment.

In 1951 he marricd Jane, the sister of a brother
officer. Mickey Thomas. who was his great friend.,
and a gallant and outstanding officer who was sadly
killed in Normandy with the 5th Wiltshires. The
marriage was a joyous one to the end. Percy was a
devoted and attentive husband and a loving Father.
His family meant everything to him. To Jane. s
maost gracious wife, well loved by all who knew her in
the Regiment, we extend our decpest sympathies. In
this we include his devoted children, John, Anne and
Francis.

In his retirement Percy attended 1o his estates
Wiltshire and Devon with diligence. He loved his
shooting and extended his hospitality to his friends.
His consideration for his estate staffs was
thoughtful as for his soldiers. He remained closely
associated with regimental affairs, He was Viee
President of the Old Comrades. a Trusiee of the
Muscum and a generous supporter of the Wardrobe,
present RHO of the Regiment. He was among the
first to set a generous example when he heard that
funds for the benefit of the Wiltshire Old Comrades
were not sufficient for their needs. He was also
Chairman of the County British Legion.

In conclusion, it may be fitting to recount what was
perhaps strangely, but from a soldier’s point of view.
nontheless  a  fulfilling  and  indeed  rewarding
expericnce for him. In 1944, whilst Second in
Command of the 1st Wiltshires in the Burma jungle
he proved himself to have the ideal qualities for this
appointment in battle. He was impeturbable in
danger and calm in crisis, respected and hiked by all
ranks. His old friend and Commanding Officer, Jack
Houghton-Brown was severely wounded and Percy
immediately took over Command. There are all too
few who can testify what an untimely moment this
was to take command. Of that close band of officers
who had marched over the Goppe Pass and into battle
the next day. 18 had already been killed or wounded
and more than 200 men - with more evacuated with
Malaria and jungle diseases. The platoons and
companies depleted in numbers, were inextricably
locked in conflict with the Japanese. And there was
maore vel o be done. Not a handsome inheritance.
Command in battle is seldom an casy task, but the
Command of battle-fatigued soldiers is much more
demanding. With considerable skill and even more
courage. Percy saw the task through. At night.

il



section by section, and platoon by platoon, he started
o disengage so that by the predetermined dane the
break was made complete before the monsoon of
1944 airrived,

When Perey was not given immediate promotion to
Command. it seemed o those in the battle o be g
grave lack of understanding by his superiors. The

Regmment would have been honoured and he would

have done them prowd. This maost modest and self-

cifacing man was a good soldier, who had what it
takes when it mattered most,

AMIE

DIMR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Colonel Hobbs,

Last May 1 wrote to vou concerning the possibility of
obtaiming tickets to the Presentation of Colowrs 1o the
|5t Bn. on June Sth, 1984, You were kind enough to
send me two tickets for the ceremony. Well, | write
now Lo thank vou very much for them. We were in
Britaun during that time for a holiday and o me the
highlight was the Colours Presentation. The 1<t Bn
put on a terrific parade full of pride amd great
exccution in dnll movement. 1 was very impressed
with the dressing and professionalism of the Band and
Corps of Drums and of the whole regiment. 1t was an
excellent display and 1 feel fortunate o have seen it

and to enjoy the hospitality of the Regiment
Agan many thanks for the nekets o o memorahbie
cvent. My best wishes o vou, all @0 HO, amd the

Rermiment.
Sincerely,
Buarbu Alim

40 Vian Walbee k. Place

Anmadale,
VA USAL

Dear Editor,

| collect military books, and from tme o tme 1 find
items of Regimental interest, | have just bought o
copy of: The Berkshire Regiment 17581881 by J.P.
Giroves Smalloctavo (742" 1 57). Green cloth with gilt
title and figure. Published 1887 158 pages. including
hst of Colonels, war services of officers. Maiwand
csualty  list. One illustrtion  (frontispiece) ol
Maiwand Lion in Forbury Gardens, Residing.

It anvone in the Regiment would like i, it s
avatlable for £26.50 plus postage. Original receipt
avaibible

Yoo

F. Myan

{Major ( Rerd) F. Mz M
Wellington Cottage.

L omgbridge Devenll,
Warminster.

Wiltshare )

[$he

I'he Editor
I have been commssioned towrite o book with title of
FOR LOVE OF REGIMENT: A HISTORY OF
THE BRITISH INFANTRY. Although space is
limated. im keen toinclude all outstanding examples
of love shown for Regiment, ot just deeds of valour.
but also homely acts of devonon that may have
esciaped mention in history books. Should be most
aratetul toany of your readers who might care o semnd
me briel detals of any example thought worthy of
inclusion. There is no restriction on period, but 1 am
particularly keen o have some good guotes from the
Il r-war years 19]19-34

Yoours Baithifully

Crrepory Blasland.

Loweer Heppingion,

Street End,

Camterivary



BATTLE OF TOFREK
22ND MARCH 1885

“Her Majesty has been graciously pleased, in
recognition of the gallant conduct of Princess
Charlotte of Wales's {Berkshire Regiment) in the
action at Tofrek, to approve of the Regiment being in
future designated Princess Charlotte of Wales’s
Royal Berkshire Regiment.™

By 1879 gross mismanagement had brought Egypt
to the brink of financial collapse, with the result that
Great Britain (whose main interest was the security of
the new Suez Canal) decided that it was necessary to
take over the administration of the country. A small
nationalist rising which resulted from the occupation
in 1882 was quickly suppressed, but it was then found
that far more serious trouble was brewing further
south.

The Sudan. then a province of Egypt. had been
appallingly misgoverned and exploited for years, and
this had led to widespread and largely successful
revolt under a fanatical moslem leader known as the
Mahdi. The British, reluctant to get too involved in
the domestic affairs of the country, then decided to
abandon the Sudan and sent General Gordon to
Khartoum with orders to organise the withdrawal of
the various Egyptian garrisons in the province; he was
however soon beseiged in the town, and it then
became necessary for Britain to despatch a large
expedition in a desperate (and finally unsuccessful)
attempt to save him.

The situation was further complicated by a second
revolt in the Eastern Sudan under one of the Mahdi's
cqually fanatical hieutenants, Osman Digna, and as
the Red Sea, like the Suez Canal, was vital to British
communications to India and the Far East, a Field
Force, which included the Ist Battalion of the
Berkshire Regiment, was despatched to the port of
Suakin under Major-General Sir G. Graham VC,
KCB. After some preliminary reconnassances,
which included a sharp affair at Hashin in which the
Regiment played an important part, the main body of
Osman Digna's force was located some fifteen miles
tor the south-west. Graham decided to launch a major
attack. but before this could be done the waterless
nature of the desert made it essential 1o establish an
intermediate post in which large quantitics of water
and other supplies could be dumped.

©On 22nd March 1885 therefore a force marched out
of Suakin to carry out this preliminary operation. It
was commanded by Major-General Sir J. McNeill
VO, KCB, KCMG, and consisted of the Berkshire
Regiment, a composite battalion of Royal Marine
Light Infantry drawn from the Red Sea fleet. three
Indian Infantry battalions, and a small force of
cavalry, together with a party of Royal Engineers and

W

other essential supporting troops. The main problem
facing the force was to control and guard a vast
convoy of pack animals, mainly camels, loaded for
the most part with watercans: they were all hired
animals under undisciplined civilian drivers, and the
straggling and general confusion was such that the
force only covered about six miles in the first six
hours. Nevertheless McNeill decided to halt at that
point so as to allow him time 1o establish the post and
get the unloaded pack animals back to Suakin before
nightfall under the protection of the Indian brigade;
the place selected was a clearing in a large area of
scrub and thornbush, apparently a traditional native
camping ground, known as Tofrek.

Osman Digna's followers, whe were usually
referred to as dervishes, were mainly of the
Hadendoah tribe, They were fanatically brave. and
having few firearms the only way they could fight was
by charging to close quarters with swords and spears.
In order to counter-act this it was usual to build
rectangular enclosures of thornbush; they were
known as zaribas, and were intended to hold up
charges until the concentrated rifle fire of the
defenders could take effect. The whole force was
armed with single-shot breech-loading nfles, the
British having the Martini-Henry and the Indians the
older. but still effective. Snider. In addition the two
British units which were to garrison the post cach had
two Gardner guns, an early type of hand-cranked
machine gun, manned by sailors, so that the available
firepower was condiserable.

The plan was to make one large zariba 120 yards
square to hold the stores and administrative troops
with two smaller flanking ones. 63 yards square, at the
north-east and south-west corners. These were to be
held by the British battalions, the Marines to the
north-east, the Berkshires 1o the south-west, the
whole being arranged so that all the faces of the main
zariba could be swept by flanking fire. The lines of
these defences were guickly pegged out by the
Engineers and work on building them began
immediately, while simultancously the commissariat
troops began unloading the water tins and other
stores and stacking them in central work. Once the
animals had been unloaded they were assembled inan
arca to the south-cast in readiness for their return to
Suakin. Local protection was provided by
detachments of Indian troops, while their comrades
built the central zariba, and a line of cavalry outposts
was established to the south which was considered to
be the most vulnerable flank. All the Marines were
available to build their zariba but the Berkshires were
divided from the start: the right half battalion was



MAYLLY HSEAYHA

W " 10 A5
no 0@ R % P 2 & 5 5 . LSO N i
. ' d z = o L “WHTy L
a N G U S OO [ : . e ] '
gt o 8 HOVHOS SOTHLL 40 40 M s S e
g i “ % P T
) 5 g Sa 1 ®
i, ° SINEAALLYA HILL SR 9 T Al ® .
& THINS M "
AIVH il
LH I . = |
“LOAH . 3
sy ® I <
AIVH LA I i
A0 AN | ® [ %
LIV IINOHAIN _ S e
. SAMOLS _ LSOUL 10 B
NS &
s = | ° i
@ HONA SHMIS W) {2
W P a
— =
VHLAVANI | o [
LH I » =
ANIHYIN be
IV AOH I g
Lo | — ‘I-.IlllIIIIL . ..n
HANATHY ") —— AN AVHINOH UKD ™ i
- : = AN AALLYS Yiil 3
SA00T
NIV S
SPADOI - .| ey -
LR JEr AJOTSURE [RIDELCY D41 L Prasezg] ) h__n
VHIHYE MIHAOL AHL ?




detailed to build its zariba while the left half was sent
off eastwards to protect the unloaded baggage
ammals.

At about 1430 the cavalry outposts came galloping
hack in some confusion, shouting that the dervishes
were close behind them, and the whole force stood to.
The four companies of the right half battalion were
cutting thornbush to the west, and were completely
unarmed, their rifles being piled in their zariba with
their equipment draped over them, so the troops lost
no time in dropping their cutting tools and racing
back for them. Fortunately the outposts on that side
were found by the 15th Sikhs who retired steadily and
in good order thus giving the Regiment just enough
time to get its rifles. Several men, slower than the
reat, were almost overtaken by the dervishes but
Subadar Gurdit Singh turned back with great
gallantry and killed the leading three with his sword,
thus saving their lives. The unfortunate Indian
hattalion on the south face was broken by the
retreating cavalry and suffered heavy casuvalties, so
that the Berkshires were left to bear the main brunt of
the attack. They hastily unpiled their rifles, flung
themselves into rallying squares, mere irregular
clusters of men, and prepared to fight for their lives.
They had been cutting bush in their shirt sleeves and
few of them had had time to put on their khaki jackets
or even their equipment, but simply seized handfuls
of cartridges from the reserve boxes, which someone
had had the foresight to open.

The Gardner guns, which were in position at the
south-west angle of the zariba, were overrun after a
desperate resistance, and then thousands of yelling
dervishes hurled themselves at the line of squares. It
is difficult to describe the fight which followed in
much detail because everything was obscured by the
choking dust churned up by thousands of feet and by
the thick smoke from the rifles; for much of the time
the dervishes were at close quarters, and many of the
battalion were killed or wounded by sword and
spears. The fearful rifle fire never slackened for a
moment however, and eventually the dervishes
swerved off eastwards through the gap left by the
fleeing Indians and began to attack the baggage
animals, presumably with the intention of driving
them back in panic in the hope of breaking the left-
half battalion. It was here that the Quartermaster,
Licutenant Forde, had a narrow escape; he was
supervising work in the central zariba when the attack
started and very sensibly made for the Marine zariba,
which was completed and manned. The marines on
the southface were afraid to fire for fear of hitting
him, when fortunately he stumbled and fell flat on his
face, upon which his leading pursuers were swept
away with one well-aimed volley and he was hauled 1o
safety.

The left half battalion at once opened fire on the
charging baggage animals which then swerved away
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eastward, many making for Suakin, after which the
troops concentrated their fire on the dervishes. The
Companies seem to have been spread out,
presumably in order to cover the whole of the eastern
flank and it is difficult to pinpoint their positions
exactly except for that of Captain Lynch, one of the
few survivors of Maiwand whose later remarks
suggest that it was in line, facing south, with its right
on the wall of of the main zariba and its left well
supported by the Marines.

The commanding officer, Lieutenani-Colonel

Huyshe, was with the left-half battalion when the
battle began, but all he could do in the circumstances
was to sit quietly on his charger and trust to the
fighting qualities of his battalion to see the thing
through. At one stage he was himself attacked by a
small party of dervishes, all of whom he shot with his
revolver. By a coincidence his brother, who was then
military correspondent for the Times Newspaper, was
also present at the battle, which both survived
unscathed.
After about half an hour the dervishes finally
withdrew, and as the wind cleared away the dust and
smoke, the full horrors of the battleficld were
revealed. Twenty-one men of the right half battalion
were dead and many more wounded, and in front of
them were hundreds upon hundreds of dead and
dying dervishes, over a hundred being actually within
the unfinished zariba. They were lying thick over the
whole area, intermixed with the bodies of British and
Indian soldiers, campfollowers and drivers, and
hundreds of baggage amimals, and the scene was
made more hideous by the fact that numerous
vultures and kites had been rapidly attracted to the
area and were already gorging themselves on the
dead. Many of the wounded dervishes had crawled or
been dragged away by their comrades but many
remained, shamming dead and still hoping to achieve
Paradise by killing an infidel, It was by the hand of
one of these that Lieutenant Swinton died, stabbed in
the back by a broad-bladed spear after the fight was
over, but before the field had been thoroughly
cleared. Captain Lynch noted that soon after the
fighting ceased a mounted staff officer rode up to him
and ordered him to succour a wounded dervish who
was lying screaming close to his position. The
irrepressible Irishman later noted, ‘I told him where
to go, and he went away. Heard no more about it. |
thought my career ended!” He then marched his
company over to the Royal Marine zariba to thank its
defenders for all the support they had given him, and
then the whole of the left half battalion rejoined the
right half in their zanba.

A great deal had to be done as soon as the battle
was over; the dead and wounded had to be dealt with,
water and ammunition issued, and much kit and
equipment sorted out, but by nightfall the immediate
work had been done; the zariba was completed and



the battalion settled down to rest. although it is
probable that few people slept well. At one stage a
loose mule caused a false alarm and there was a great
deal of wild firing which ok some time to stop.

Tidymg up continued next moming, mainly in the
removal of the dead dervishes. Lynch records tha
thev counted up to sixteen hundred and then gave up.
which allowing for those wha subsequently died after
being dragged away by their comrades, suggests that
the total dervish dead may have been well over two
thousand. Most of the bodies were reported as being
those of young men in the prime of life, but there
were old men amongst them and even a few women.
It was noticeable that most of them had shaved off
their characteristically fuzzy hair before the battle in
the beliel that this would make them proof against
bullets. It was sad that <o many had to dic. and one
must admire the incredible courage with which they
had behaved. The British lost seventy-eight killed or
missing, (of whom twentv-two  fell on  the
Berkshires). and the Indians sixtv-three. most of
those beng in the unfortunate Regiment on the south
tace: many unarmed native followers and drivers also
died: over five hundred amimals, mostly camels, were
killed and many more had 10 be destroved,

Creneral Graham arrived with two battalions on the

mormmg of 23rd March, He was at hest 3 man of
explosive temper. which was probably not improved
ty the sight of the numerous bodies of fugitives, both
man and ammals. along the path o Suakin, He used
some harsh language 10 MceNeill in public amd
perhaps with some justification, for although disaster
had been averted. largely by the efforts of the
Berkshires it was clear that the force had been
surprised. due mainly 10 madeguate outposts. No
official action was taken. but MeNeill was never
achively emploved again. The battle was orginally
known as McNueills Zariba but was soon changed 1o
Tofrek. perbaps 10 indicate official displeasure with
the unfortunate commander. who it should be said
had shown great gallantry during the action.

In spite of efforts 1o clear the area, it eventually
became necessary o build 2 new zanba well 1o
windward until it was finally abandoned on 6th April:
as had often happened before, a few acres of barren
soil hadd found a place in British military history.
Fhere is lintle more 1o record of the campaign because
it soon became necessary 1o withdraw the foree to
counter @ more senous threat from the Russians on
the Afghan border, thus leaving the Sudan (o the
mercy of the Dervishes until it was finally conguered
by Kitchener thirteen vears Liter,

A BALLAD OF THE BERKSHIRE REGIMENT.

“Nuairs pragrabanr rar

“Clur men foaght uncommen

Let Sparta boast her Monarch true.
With his famed hundreds three,

I sing of THOMAS ATKINS. whao
Can fight as well as he.

The Berkshire woodeutting were oun,
The sun was fierce and high,

When all around them and about
Thundered the Desert ery!-

When all about and all around
Companies F. and G,

The Desert. with a surging sound,
Rose like a rising sea

They heard the foemen as they roared.
They saw them as they came.

They formed a sudden square. and poured
A Nood of angry Mame!

CAESAR

<A M Fransdinremn

The sky was blind with sand and smoke.
With bullets shricked the air.

Like wiave on wave the Desert broke
Against the stubborn square!

But when the smoke let through the sun.
And when the Arabs ran,

Firm stood that square, the battle done.,
Aned had not lost 3 man'

And round. like swathes of scaweed. lay.
Left by the chbing wave.

Their foemen, that were brave as they.
But mot one whit more brave,

The Arabs of their Khalid boast.
I know as good s he:

The Berkshire Lads that cowerd @ host,
Compames F_and (!
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WE, THE
LIMBLESS,
LOOK

TO YOU
FOR HELP

Warminster School
keeps the family
together.....

Uninterrupted education for the children |
together is hard to find. Warminster Schoal |
takes bolh boys and girls from 5—18 years, |
50 keeping the family together through GCE
and right up to University entrance. A happy
arrangement—especlally for parents who live

el COme Tadm Btk world
W ArS Ve Come fron
Rorea, Kenya Malava

Acden, Cyprus, Llister and abroad.
{roem 1ive Falkiands b
'L____:_l o :,'_‘_, .8 o o , Warminster School lakes both boarders (girs
jima ”":I:i B Wit MUS] Lok to wou for help Please halp by fram 8 and boys from 10) and day pupils. It |
TEHDN G OUY ASSoCiATINM ' P
BLE :-1-‘I --.:H-: .::'l‘" the imbdess from all the Sernces. ) s a charitable trust, Independent and the
overcome the shock of 10SIng arms, or legs of an eye | school's firadilions date back to 1707. Full
And, tor the severely handicapped, il provides Residentia detalls are held by the Schools Branch Service
Homes where they can lve in eace andd dignity Children 5 Education Authori t!f-
Help the disabled by helping BLESMA We promise vou that
t ane penny af your donation will be wasted, I . Write or telephone now for full information to: 1
E F Trounson
The Bursar
Warminsler School
Warminster
Wiltshlre

Telephone: Warminster 213358 _'l

Abingdon School
Oxfordshire

720 Bovs. Entry at 11, 13 and 16

All-round  education o university
entrance standard for boarders and day
bovs. Entry by academic competition

hmgh sportiing standards moderate
fees. Weekly boarding a  speciality.
Covernment  Assisted  Places.  School
scholarships and bursaries are available
The School 15 proud of its long-standing
Iinks with D.E.R.R

Enguiries to the Admissions Secretary,

Y hingdon School, Abingedon, Oxfordshine

lel: Abtangdon (02533%) 21563




NOTICES

REGULAR FORCES EMPLOYMENT
ASSOCIATION

{ Lower Heppington, Street End,

Canterbury, Kent CT4 TAN)

The Association, together with the Ministry of
Defence and the Manpower Services Commission, is
part of the Forces Resettlement Service. Our task 15
to assist all non-commissioned men and women who
served with good character for a minimum of three
years, or less if discharged on medical grounds, to
find civil employment at the end of their
engagements,

Our services are free, and we take a long term
interest in ex-Regulars so they are available to them
throughout their working lives.

Our Employment Officers are situated in 40
Branches throughout the United Kingdom and they
maintain close contact with local employers and
Jobeentres, Their addresses and telephone numbers
can be obtained from Unit/Ship Resettlement
Officers; Corps,  Regimental and  Service
Associations; Post Offices; Jobeentres and  local
telephone directories.

During the period 1st April 1983 - 31 March 1984
the Association assisted 9,685 men and women with
their resettlement and placed 3,849 in employment.
Of those placed 1.868 were men and women from the
Army and 9 were from your Regiment.

THE PRINCE PHILIP APPEAL FOR
COMMONWEALTH VETERANS

48 Pall Mall London SWI1Y 51G
May I please draw your attention to The Prince Philip
Appeal for Commonwealth Veterans, a once-off
campaign due to be launched publicly carly in 19857
The Appeal is being sponsored by The Brtish
Commonwealth Ex-Services League, which, since its
formation in 1921 by Field Marshal The Earl Haig
with nine member organisations, has maintained its
aim of ensuring that “no ex-serviceman of the Crown,
ex-servicewoman. widow or dependant would ever
he without help if in need.” The League's
membership has now increased to fifty-three, spread
throughout the countries of the Commonwealth and
old Empire. It has given aid both to ex-service
organisations and to individuals in need from the
millions of servicemen from Commonwealth
countries who joined with Great Britain and fought
beside her in Europe, Africa. and the Middle and Far
East.

Whilst the League still has many veterans from the
First World War in its care, the number of
Commonwealth ex-servicemen from  the Second

World War, widows and dependants now reaching
their sixties, seventies and eighties and no longer able
to fend for themselves is increasing dramatically.
Many countries of the Commonwealth to-day have
insufficient resources to provide for the needs of
these Veterans and must rely exclusively on the
support stemming from the League's Headquarters.

The League is no longer able to meet this support
from within its own resources which have provided
the money for both administration and benevolence.
For the first time in its history, the League is
compelled to seek outside financial support in order
to honour its commitments,

At this stage only assistance in gaining publicity for
the Appeal and offers of personal help are sought and
would be greatly appreciated. If any further
information about the Appeal is required, please do
not  hesitate to contact the Appeal Director,
Brigadier R.C. Middleton.

RUGBY
ARMY v NAVY Twickenham 2nd March 1985 for
the STEWART WRIGHTSON TROPHY. Your
support is needed! Support your Army Team. Kick-
off 3 p.m.

Sgt. George Walters VO

RHQ is compiling a dossier for the Regimental
Archives on the life of Sgi. George Walters VO who
distinguished himself with the 49th Regiment at the
Battle of Inkorman and about whom little is known.
He is the only Regimental holder of the VC for whom
we do not have a photograph. If any reader has any
information or private papers of Sgt. Walters they are
asked to contact RHO.

For Sale
POW Div Mess Kit £150. Service Dress £100. Apply
RHO.
1. a. lxPrDERR Officers Collar Dogs
b. 2 x DERR Officers Cap/Beret Badges
(£12 each)
2. 1x DERR Stable Belt
Motes:
1. Mewin 1962,
2. Forward Cheque to: Lt. Col. R.J. Pook.
Royal Naval College. Greenwich
London, SE 19NN and items will be posted to
Vv,

(£32)

£2
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