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THE "HARMER'S BOY'" SAVS. veuie
October is running quickly into its last few
davs ; rein, ceold, mud, and darknese Jlie. ghead,
But are we downhearted ¢ '
Franklv, wves ! Vhat dJdelight does November
offer % More rain, more cold, more mud, more
darkness - ond more "Farmer's Bovs',
The winfer season is opening, and with it
promise of weese ond plenty & the wyeor-end and
its @abundant ~feasts.
God I wish it was Christmes tomorrow !
NEXT WEEK'S ACTIVITIES
Mondav Fat Qectober Rehearsal for Admin Inepection.
Tuesdoy 18t Tovenber Annual Administrative Inspection.
Foothall -v- 1 Gren Guards. Arcot Gd.
! ednesday 2nd Nevember 1430 hrs Rugbvy -v- 18t Battalion
The Parachute Regiment, Polo ground
1430 hrs Hockev -v- RAPC Trainins
Centre at Devizes.
Thursdav 3rd Hovember
Friday Lhth November
Saturday 5th Wovember
Sunday éth November
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"60 vears ago'

"60 vears ago', vou
know the sort of thing
the daily papers bring
out every so often to
convince their recaders
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Tidworth in scarlet
cnd blue; just imagine
a "Farmer's Boy" of
Edwardian.,.or was ii
Vietorian 9 ..times.
Here is something you
might have read about

towels, swatiing flies
and bluebottles. When
he finished up at the
Officers Mess for Port
instead of poing in he
asked for a ladder so
that he could examine

that "they've never
had it so good", to
coin a phrase, or that
"fings aint wot they
used to be" ond so on.
The '"Daily Looking
Glass" of Coetober 1900
for instance, might
well have been plaster
ing (with great glee
and exaggerated en-
gravings? its front
page with the dirty
deeds of Sir Robert

De Logeur who had but
one desire and had
been caught by the
Constabulary standing
on the bridge with
Angeline at midnight..
".it's the same the
whole world over..

at this time of year.../the roof ond see whether
it was in sanitary
condition or not. No-one
had thought of the roof
and twenty-nine officers
below held their breath
whilst the old gentle-
man mounted. On arriv-
ing at the top he looked
around, then at the
tiles in front of him,
and grunted, "A Dbird hes
been here! ", which wes
duly noted by the Ad-
jutant in his field-
message book."

(From "The Armv in My
Timd' by Maj-Ben J.F.C
FULLER)
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"The most tremendous
event during the wvear
was not the Regimental
Sports or the Regiment
al dinner, but the
Annual Inspection, It
took ten to fourteen
dave to prepare for,
during which time
evervthing was sand-
pepered, scrubbed and
polished, ‘hen the
great man arrived, the
general -salute' was
sounded and the "“present
arms" was given, He
walked down the ranks
and asked awestiruck
gubalterns the name of
this man or that, or
who was the oldest or
youngest Corporal. He
examined nll field
kits, which, if weathen
permitted, were laid
out on the parade
sround, The the
officers ron awny and
crme back with bundles
of mcnuals and regul-
ations oll neatlyv ftied
up with string. They
were untied ond checked
in order to fscertain
whether each officer
and soldier were
properly educcted,then
they were agein tied
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You can probably
think of others, The
Top peoplec amonst our
readers will ruminate
with relish on similar
offerings tucked away
in the voluminous pages
of the "T-m-s" and the
"p]-ge=-ph'; at the
weekend the "Obs-rv-r"
keeps us giggling with
hysterical accounts of
the doinge at the
Grand Sultan's court,
or with tales of
oriental treachery at
the Palace in Peking
(fearfully cunning,

The Quartermaster and
his CQMSs were in an aw-
ful flap on VWednesday
morning, The ROMS had
pen and indents poised,
and the Accommodation
Sgt was about to contact
the REs, The MTO had not
the right type of trans-
port available !

It had happened ! Men
were wondering how they
vere going to cope in
their new role., Mobats
could be towed,and
mortars slung, but the

: » - |up and kept in this Coy Sergeant-majors were
Ezezgvcgzggsg)' Need | osition of rest for |at o loss to krow how
) twglgehmonths. ihg arms drill could be
; poked his nose 1into carried out efficiently
No, %to answer OUr' {.yony gorner ond cranny :

under the circumstonces!
With the Annual Admin
Inspection nearing,pgreat
scenes were envisaged -
ideas of holding the
poarade on the Pola
ground,

However, with much re
lief, it wes discovered
that horses were not
af ter all, going to he
made a general'?ssue to

the Battalion ..

NEXT WEEK'S npcrson~-
alitvy will be next week,

own question; for we
can be certain that
there was no "Farmer's
Boy" coming steaming
from the presses 60
years ago. And so we
would be hard-pressed
as it were, to quote
a2t length from its
fading pages., But
let's suppose there
ad been a Battalion
newspaper in those
gallant doys when the
anldiers walked round

ond, having found 2
mon where o broom
ought to hove been,was
told, on demanding an
‘cxplonation, that it
wes o Resimental custan

One most gallant old
General inspected us
and, because he was
rumoured to be a san-
itation fanatic, the
whole Battalion spent

o week leaping around:
E rooms with

the borrac




HOCKEY

WE
suffered our
first reverse of the
season vesterday when
we were beaten bv 3
goals to one by 18 Fd
Regiment,Roval Artillery

This mateh was due to
be played at Tidworth,
but because of the bad
state of the ground
after the recent rain
we were unable to do so
However 18 Field Regt
came to the rescue and
suggested plaving on
their drill square,
which had been marked
out for rainy davs,

Although it rained
heavilvy from beginning
to end, we had an ex-
tremely enjoyable and
very fast game, Ve
scored first after a
good run by Corporal
Gaffney (MT). They re-
plied shortly after to
even the score, and
again, just before the
half-time thev broke
through to make the
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IASSOCIATION FOOTEALL

The second round of
the Armv Association
Football Challenge Cup
is being played on «
Tuesday the 1st of
November against the
18t Battalion The
Grenadier Guards,

The match is being
playved on the Arcot
Ground, kick-off at
1430 hours.,

We wish the Dattelion
team every good fort-
une in this match, a
report of which will
appear in next weck's
"Farmer's Boy".
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RUGBY FOOTBALL

On Védnesday 26th
October the Dattalion
played the 3rd Cara-
biniers at Shipley Rd
Rugbv ground, a8 our
own ground hos bheen
chewed up by horses
heooves after the Army
Hunter Tricls,

Mocmillan wos getting
bounced rather a lot.
The secrum held the ball
two or three times to
trvy and get the oppos-
ite wing forwards off-
side, but unfeortunaiely
the referee only gave us
one penaliy lkick for
this., The Battoalion wes
holding the 3rd Carab-
iniers in the lineouts,
but weight and speed
combined with fitnéss
gave them the advantage |
in the loose play.

It wos o loose ball
playved bv their forwards
which gove them the
first score, with the
centre going over for
o try. Scorc at half-|
time was 3-0.

The second half wasl&
ding=dong battle with
evervone soing flat out,
Af'ter keeping them off
our line for 15 mins or
so of this half, they
mencged to brea k thro'
for o forward to score,
The kick failed ogain,
score 6-0, Once again
the battle commenced
with gsome very near
misses by our side,but

luck was not with us for)
once again o forward

{ broke through and scored;:
under the posts., This .

gseore a4t half-time 2-1
to them.

T anit g g H=y 4 -
Lilg weasner wis
oappalling whieh made

Neither the speed
nor the rain eased off
in the second half,and
although both sides
come near to scoring
severnl times, 18 Fd
Regiment were the ones
to actually get one in
the net. Final score
3"1 to them.

An enjovable game
played undcr conditions
that we were not used.
to. Unfortunately
Pte Halliday (A Coy)
received a blow on his
chin, but pluckily he
played on to the end.

Owing to the Annual
Admin Inspection there
will be no organised
game, either on Monday
or Tuesday of next weck
Next Wednesday we play
the RAPC Training Cen-

the ball very hard fto
hondle, and meant that
the forwards had mach
more to do throuchout
the pame,

The gome started at
a brisk pace which
continued for the
whole of the motceh,
The Battalion plaved
far obhove its usual
standard and the gome
was very even, Our
opponents hoad plaved
together quite a lot,
o8 was socn oapparent
in the scrummaging,
but nevertheless the
Battalion held them
very well, with Pte
Hill of A Cov hocking
the ball more often
than his opponent.
The ball was still apt
to come out of the

tre at Dcvizos BO 1430,

LRI R LR B B T T B

gscrum very slowly and
the serum~half 2 Lt

timc the kick went over
the posts to make the
fincl score 11-0., The
Battalion had hard luck
in not crossing their
line, It was a tough and
hard foucht gome, and
we did verv well to
hold the 3rd Carabiniers
to this score.
i

If we plav slightlv'
better than this in ;'
next week's match
against 1st Battalion
The FParachute Regiment,
it is possible thai
we could beat them.

Vie meet 18t Parachute
Repiment in a friendly
mateh on the Tidworth
Polo ground next | ed-
nesdav, kick-off at
1430 hours.
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